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In this issue...

Frome Heating Specialists
J L and M W Knight

Heating and plumbing engineers  
specialising in:

Oil and gas boiler servicing
Boiler replacement

Energy management
Pressurised hot water systems

Underfloor heating systems
Frome family business established 1964

Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

Call 01373 832578

FHS

199876
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Barters 
Plant

Centre
Following the Government’s advice we 
closed the Plant Centre on 23rd March for 
all the right reasons. We are busy keeping all 
the plants alive and in good condition and 
look forward to opening in the near future.

Legh and Diana Walker

Renewing your 
garden waste collection
Wiltshire Council would normally be contacting you at this time of  year about renewing 
your subscription for the chargeable garden waste collection service. Due to the pressure 
on the council’s services because of  coronavirus (COVID-19), the decision has been 
taken that this process should be delayed.  The subscription renewal period will now not 
commence until  
15th June this year.

Collections of  garden waste will continue, provided the council’s contractor has sufficient 
staff to maintain service delivery given the risk of  absence as some staff have to self-isolate.

Thank you!
Dear Coronavirus Action Group and the  

Parish Council

I want to 'thank you’ from the bottom of  

my heart for the wonderful surprise box of  

groceries/flowers delivered to me recently.

I was overwhelmed and greatly appreciate 

your kindness and thinking of  me. I have 

been enjoying the contents of  my 'special 

box' very much.

Please all of  you 'stay safe and well' and 

God bless you all.

Love Jill
(Gillian Wrintmore) 

Chapmanslade

Hello Everyone. Sadly at present our bells 
are silent but we are making sure to wind the 
clock which at least hourly will remind you 
that one day you will hear us again. Believe 
me, when we get back to ringing you will 
get very fed-up with us. We are all suffering 
withdrawal symptoms, big time!

Although we are not active at the moment 
I have recently managed to obtain two 
quotations from painters and decorators 
willing to paint our ringing chamber which 
I have submitted to the Archdeacon for 
permission to proceed. Once this is received it 
will be all systems go as soon as it is allowed.

We are also learning a new method to ring 
and anticipate great hilarity when we try to 
ring this, none of  us having rung it before. 
Normally a band only has one learner so that 
the person who is learning has strong people 
around them to keep things on the straight 
and narrow. I expect, with a band of  all 
learners, the path may be very wiggly indeed!

Great excitement this Saturday! A member 
of  the Branch has written a programme 
which can be used to run a virtual ringing 
practice via Zoom. I am going to try and join 
in although without a webcam or microphone 
this might all go very pear-shaped!

I, for one, will be really pleased when things 
get back to normal. At the moment the only 
thing which is telling me what day of  the week 
we are at is checking with the calendar which 
day any particular rubbish collection is made. 
Even then I have to remind myself  which 

week in the year we are at. When the clocks 
went forward it was only a mention on the 
radio which stopped me putting them back so 
I was even in danger of  not knowing which 
season of  the year we were in!

We are also managing to fly the flag at the 
correct times and one of  our ringers walked 
from Frome to the church on the Wednesday 
after Easter as her exercise and took the 
photograph above.

The band all trust that you are keeping well 
and making the most of  the good weather 
to do all those little job which normal life, 
thankfully, doesn’t allow time for! Speak to you 
soon I hope!

Marion Moldon
01373 832672

Tower Captain, Maz Molden, has the latest 
news from the top of the tower

church news

Band of Bells

Campanology news
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If  you have lost a tabby 
cat, please telephone Sheila 
Coombes on 01373 839068. 
She is waiting to return it to 
its rightful owner!

Lost a tabby cat?



Hayter
Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance 
and home improvements

S B Services

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

 
Six bedrooms including downstairs room with shower 

room (sleeps 12). Private access onto beach. 
Top class facilities including wi-fi. Pets allowed. 

Please ring Sandy Parrish 01373 832522 for details.  

 

James, Rob and Adam, former employees of Roger Patch Ltd are pleased to introduce...

CMP Complete Ltd 
General Builders
19 Swaledale Road, Warminster, BA12 8FH

James 07801 868288 
Rob 07766 905131
email cmpcompleteltd@gmail.com

HETAS registered to fit woodburners

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

Beckington Physiotherapy Practice
Now located at Shawford Farm (A36), Beckington, BA11 6SQ

Alison Rossiter MCSP, SRP

Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP
Each with over 30 years’ experience specialising in  
treatment of  muscle, and joint problems including:
•	 back	and	neck	pain
•	 work	and	posture	related	disorders
•	 sports	injuries
•	 joint	and	muscle	problems	following	accidents	 

and surgery
•	 arthritic	conditions
Home visits can be arranged
t. 01373 831483
e. lfussellphysio@gmail.com
Come and see us at our new address

Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street 
Warminster, BA12 8PS

Please contact us to  
arrange an appointment 

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Bride 
 by Design



Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions:

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone 

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email
kennethdavies1949@gmail.com

Yoga classes
Corsley Reading Room

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm
Wednesdays 5.30-7 pm

(other classes also available)
Jackie Jasper

01373 832301   yogawithjackiej@gmail.com

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk

www.yogawithjackiej.co.uk

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7QH
Friendly, dedicated pre-school in the heart of the 

countryside for children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  

9 am - 3 pm during term-times
We accept 2-year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Mother and Toddler group Tuesday mornings  

10 am - 11.30 am during term-times
SESSIONS AVAILABLE NOW 

Speak to Hayley McMahon 
Pre-School Manager on 01373 832298 

Find us on facebook or visit www.littlecuckoos.co.uk
A free trial session is available

Registered Charity Number 1064800

Pre-school

Li
ttl

e Cuckoo’s

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year

Weekly junior coaching available 
Low subscriptions

www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

01373 832406
www.crosskeyscorsley.co.uk 

Facebook @CrossKeysInnCorsley

Cross Keys 
Community Free House

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7PB

Monday
12 noon to 3pm and 6pm to 11pm 
Food served 12 noon –to 3pm and  

6pm to 9pm

Tuesday
6pm to 11pm 

No food

Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday and Saturday

12 noon to 3pm and 6pm to 11pm 
Food served 12 noon to 3pm and  

6pm to 9pm

Sunday
12 noon to 8.30pm 

Food served 12 noon to 4pm
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Food Box SchemeBob’s bafflers
1 A marron glacé is a confection consisting of  what candied in sugar and glazed?

2 The ‘King of  the Mountains’ in the Tour de France wears what colour jersey?

3 Who wrote the classic novel ‘The Lord of  the Flies’?

4 What are Queen Elizabeth II’s two middle names?

5 Which musical features the Cole Porter written song ‘Who wants to be a Millionaire’?

6 What is a dotterel?

7 J P Richardson died in the same plane crash as Buddy Holly. By what name did the music 
world know him when he sang ‘Chantilly Lace’?

8 And… what was Buddy Holly’s real first name?

9 Paris has two main airports. Charles de Gaulle (CDG) is one, what is the other?

10 Christiania was the capital of  which European country until 1925?

11 What was the name of  Fanny Cradock’s husband who presented cookery programmes with 
her from 1956 to 1975 on the BBC?

12 Of  whom did Adolf  Hitler say, “He seemed such a nice old gentleman that I gave him my 
autograph as a souvenir”?

Answers on page 52

In line with government advice, Corsley 
Parish Council will not be holding physical 
meetings for the foreseeable future. Instead, 
when the need arises, the Parish Council will 
be holding ’online’ meetings with the views of  
parish councillors being canvassed by email 
and/or telephone. 

Planning application
20/02319/LBC
Re-connection of doorway between house 
and cottage at Corsley House, Deep Lane, 
Corsley

More details and plans are available to view 
on the Wiltshire Council website at:
http:/planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/
PlanningExplorer/ApplicationSearch.aspx 

If  any resident of  the Parish has any 
comments on this application they wish to 
make the Parish Council aware of, they should 
advise the Parish Clerk by 4th May
e. corsleypc_jdw@aol.com
t. 01373 832171

Corsley Parish Council

What are the food boxes?
For some people, the economic impacts of coronavirus have been serious. Currently, 
almost 1 in 3 of us have become unemployed or furloughed as a result of coronavirus, 
and the loss of income that some of us are facing means that the thought of putting food 
on the table has become a stressful one. Nobody should have to worry about where 
their next meal comes from, so members of the local community have pulled together to 
fund a food box scheme. Through this scheme, we have the capacity to provide basic 
food and household goods to anyone who needs them. We are encouraging anyone 
who needs support to get in touch so that we can provide access to essential food and 
household items, and you will stay anonymous.

How do I receive a box?
The first thing you need to do is contact us!

You can access the sign-up form for the food box scheme by following the link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1CG9BzG2fomPRyqnL6Lxt08CoA7BMyTz3EPSNM6YP828/viewform? edit_
requested=true

or you can contact one of the numbers belonging to our COV-AG volunteers listed
below

Alternatively, you can find the link to the sign-up form via the Chapmanslade village 
Facebook page or the village website (chapmanslade.org.uk). After we have received 
your application, we will put together your box of supplies and one of our small team of 
volunteers will then arrange to deliver the box to your door.

What would I get in my box?
Our aim is to provide the essentials. A typical box will contain toilet roll, milk, pasta, pasta 
sauce, soup, bread, veggies, and fruit.

Who can apply?
The food box scheme is open to applications from anybody and everybody within 
the local community who is struggling financially. It is completely anonymous and 
confidential, so any applications stay between you and a small group of volunteers.

How many boxes can I receive?
We are prepared to provide as many boxes as you need throughout the lockdown period 
and beyond. This means that we can deliver a one-off box or make regular deliveries 
– whichever suits your situation. Access to the food boxes will continue throughout the 
near future and we are ready to take new applications at any time.

Main contact Charlene Ridler 07964 880841
Alternative contacts Ian Buick 07967 639306
 Louise Bell 07773 431213
 Amelia Suter 07730 007887



BUSY BEES PRE-SCHOOL
SPACES AVAILABLE FOR

SEPTEMBER 2020
•	Term-time only 8am to 5pm,  

Monday to Friday
•	2-4 year-olds
•	 Government	funded	hours	for	 

2, 3 and 4 year-olds
Busy	Bees	Pre-School 

High	Street,	Chapmanslade,	BA13	4AN
Kelly Martin 07749 257608

busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk
OFSTED	Reg:145873																							Charity	No:298660

Rose Knight
Dog and cat  

minding service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

 Karina
 Mobile Hairdresser
 Tel. 01373 832823 
Mob. 07742 690337

Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

 

Qualified & Experienced Counsellor
Lisa Adams Dip.Couns. Reg.BPC

Weekly sessions offered for adults on an  
open-ended or short-term basis according  

to individual requirements.
Online sessions available

Tel: 07904 843122 
email: lisaadams.corsley@gmail.com

Advertise here
for as little as  
£22 per year!

Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

 Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

email stevekdj@gmail.com
Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
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How life originated on earth is one of  the 
major philosophical questions that has 
puzzled scientists for years. In October 2019 a 
major step forward was reported.

How life originated in all its biochemical 
complexity is a fascinating and difficult 
subject. The scientific argument is that there 
was some “primordial soup” that consisted 
of  a number of  simple chemicals that reacted 
to produce the first molecules required by all 
living organisms.

The simplest compounds to produce were 
the amino acids, from which proteins are 
built. In 1952 two Americans, Stanley Miller 
and Harold Urey mixed 
water, methane, ammonia 
and hydrogen in a sealed 
flask, which was heated, 
and electrical sparks were 
fired through the mixture to 
simulate lightning. A schematic 
of  their apparatus is shown in 
the figure. After a week of  the 
experiment, they succeeded 
in identifying 5 amino acids 
in the mixture. Sealed vials 
from the experiment have 
been preserved and in 2007 
scientists, using the more 
sensitive analytical methods 
now available, identified over 
20 different amino acids in the 
mixture. 

However, one of  the characteristics of  
life is that it can reproduce, so a question 
remains of  how the genetic information 
can be formed and transmitted. This is not 
through amino acids or proteins, but in the 
vast majority of  organisms it is through DNA, 
in which the genes are encoded. However, a 
related molecule known as RNA is the genetic 
material in some viruses (including the new 
coronavirus!). This has four components, 
referred to as U, C, A and G, aligned as a 
long linear molecule encoding the genetic 
information.

The Miller-Urey experiment demonstrated 

science

Science: changing the world

Can we mimic the origin 
of life?

that simple organic molecules (the amino 
acids) could be synthesised from simple 
inorganic compounds. In 2015 John 
Sutherland in the UK showed that some of  
the building blocks of  RNA could be made 
from the simple compounds hydrogen cyanide 
and hydrogen sulphide under UV light. 
However, not all four building blocks could be 
made under the same conditions.

The difficulty was that no-one was sure 
of  the conditions on earth at the time of  
the primordial soup. Last October, Thomas 
Carell in the US reported success in making 
all four components - U, C, A and G - by 
cycling simple chemicals through different 
conditions: wet and dry, hot and cold, and 
acidic and basic. These reactions may be 
those that allowed the genetic mechanisms to 
be developed and gave rise to life as we know 
it. Not only that, but we now know that some 
RNA molecules can act as enzymes – a job 
now mainly done by proteins. So showing that 
all four RNA components can be made is a 
significant development in studying possible 
mechanisms for the origin of  life. There still 
remains the singular problem of  how the 
many different molecules required for life 
came together and interacted in a package 
surrounded by a membrane, that we know as 
a cell.

However, some scientists point out that 
the work on amino acids and RNA is based 
on hindsight, and life may not have evolved 
that way at all, but by an entirely different 
mechanism. Other individuals believe that 
life did not originate on earth at all but was 
brought here on an asteroid. All that does 
is push the question of  the origin of  life to 
another planet, maybe – to quote Star Wars – 
“a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away”!

Nigel Brown is happy to receive 
comments, questions and, particularly, 

suggestions for future articles at 
nigelbrown48@gmail.com. Im
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Gratitude
A group of  geography students studied the 
Seven Wonders of  the World. At the end 
of  the section, the students were asked to 
list what they considered to be the Seven 
Wonders of  the World. Though there was 
some disagreement, the following had the 
most votes:

1. Great Pyramid of  Giza
2. Taj Mahal
3. Grand Canyon
4. Panama Canal
5. Empire State Building
6. St Peter’s Basilica
7. The Great Wall of  China

Whilst gathering the votes, the teacher 
noted that one student hadn’t turned in 
her paper. She asked the student if  she was 
having trouble with her list. The student 
replied, “Yes, a little. I couldn’t make up 
my mind because there are so many.” The 
teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have 
and maybe we can help.” The student 
hesitated, then read, “I think the Seven 
Wonders of  the World are:

1. to touch
2. to taste
3. to see
4. to hear
She hesitated a little and then added:
5. to run
6. to laugh
7. to love”

It’s very easy for us to look at the exploits 
of  man and refer to them as ‘wonders’ 
whilst we overlook all God has done, 
regarding it as merely ‘ordinary’.

May you be reminded today of  those 
things which are truly wondrous.

Reverend Gay Maynard



Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Domestic Appliance Sales and Repair Service

Domesticare
21 Keyford, Frome

www.domesticarefrome.co.uk
01373 467351

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Painting and
Decorating
High quality
Clean work
Contact Steve
Clarkson
07816924357Painting and Decorating

High quality, clean work

Contact Steve Clarkson
07816 924357

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service. 
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fi tted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fi tted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fi x and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  ◆  Commercial  ◆  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Contact Nick or Roy on 07590 986261 or 01373 832026

royderham@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk

The Old Post Offi ce, 85 High Street, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AN

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are Wiltshire based, and 
approved by the Arboricultural Association. 
Our team are all NPTC qualifi ed and fi rst aid trained 
and proof of insurance is sent out with every quote

Tree removal – dismantling and felling

Crown reductions, re-shaping and pruning

Hedge cutting

Stump grinding 

Qualifi ed surveys and management of trees

Free no-obligation quotations and health check
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In the early days of  the COVID-19 pandemic 
a small group of  concerned Corsley residents 
agreed the need to have a support group 
in case fears of  lockdowns and restrictions 
were realised. The group felt that providing 
an essential food and prescription collection 
service and a phone ‘help line’ would be useful 
for those isolating or in some way vulnerable 
or worried.

John and Jo Hume offered storage and the 
phone number at the Cross Keys and the 
group drew up a list of  essential supplies and 
printed flyers which were dropped at every 
home in Corsley and the surrounding area. To 
securely manage volunteers and orders they 
set up the Corsley Support Hub WhatsApp 
group, posted updates on Facebook and other 
social media and created an online sign-up 
and information site. For those not online they 
used the Women’s Institute and other groups 
to spread the word.

As the COVID-19 impacts grew and the 
whole country was placed in lockdown, the 
use of  the service grew rapidly. The group 
agreed a set of  principles to safeguard the 
health of  volunteers and residents and the 
security of  the sensitive data being used. A 
new phone line was set up linking the Hub to 
the growing network of  volunteer drivers.

The group worked closely with Wiltshire 
Council to ensure that the Corsley Hub was 
included in regional response planning and 
the lessons and structure of  the Hub have 
been shared across the county. 

When all pubs were forced to close, the 
company and shareholders behind the Cross 
Keys kindly agreed that the Keys could 
continue to be used as a base and, as all of  
the group are volunteering, it is a non-profit 
venture. 

Since the early emergency response the 
service has grown to include a ‘pop-up shop’ 
stocking a range of  essentials for your whole 
home (and BBQ), including alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic drinks, vegetable and fruit 

Rupert Tolson reports on the rapid response 
of the community to the coronavirus outbreak

community news

Corsley community

Covid-19 response update
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boxes. Take-away nights are proving incredibly popular: Pie Night on 
Wednesdays, Fish and Chips on Fridays and a Sunday Roast Lunch service 
(with cooking tips if  needed!). All provisions can be delivered by volunteers 
if  you are isolating, always complying with social distancing for your safety. 
Please just order over the phone when payment can be made. Stock and 
supplies can vary, so some items may be subject to availability. 

Even the big suppliers of  food and other essentials have struggled 
through the COVID-19 crisis and new sources are constantly being 
investigated to ensure the supply lines remain open. John and Jo are 
working hard to support other local businesses and have joined up with 
suppliers of  ice-creams and sorbets, bakery and butchery and have built 
the fabulous Milk Station.

Now with a few weeks under their belt, the Hub has set up relationships 
with most pharmacies in the area to ensure that prescriptions and 
medicines can be picked up. Friendly, supportive calls over the telephone 
have gone a long way to help many neighbours who may be lonely, 
worried or otherwise affected by the continuing crisis.

The news of  the success of  our Hub has spread, and so far the team 
have been interviewed  by the Western Daily Press, TV and BBC Online 
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and radio. As John said “From day one this 
has been a team effort from Corsley. The core 
group have worked tirelessly, often with full 
time jobs, on logistics, deliveries, relationships, 
publicity and all the other admin needed 
to get and keep this up and running. It’s 
been humbling to know the wider group of  
volunteers, even if  not already called on, have 
been ready to help when needed. People have 
waited for hours outside shops and chemists 
for their neighbours and many miles have 

For more information please contact us:
e. info@crosskeyscorsley.co.uk

t. 01373 832406
w. www.crosskeyscorsley.co.uk

been walked, cycled or driven at their own 
cost to deliver food and supplies.”    

None of  us yet know when or how the 
lockdown will be eased, or what the lasting 
impact of  this pandemic will be, but your 
COVID-19 Response Hub aims to support 
the residents of  Corsley for as long as is 
needed and hopefully some of  the new 
services Corsley now has will continue to be 
supported.  
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The Manor plays host to a vast history dating as 
far back as the 13th century. Its former owner, 
Sir John Thynne lived here in the 1560s whilst 
building his grand estate at Longleat and, during 
his occupancy, extended his parlour, built an 
adjoining school to the house for his many 
children, and erected his Wayne House to store 
his carts and carriages.

Later, Sir John’s widow, Dorothy, and Sir 
Carew Raleigh were married at the Manor, 
with his brother Sir Walter as best man and 
subsequently a regular visitor to the house for 
the next 10 years. Whilst Sir John provided 
the glorious setting, the Raleigh brothers 
were the artistic inspiration behind The 
Playhouse project.

The Playhouse itself  has been created 
by converting Sir John’s Wayne House and 
replicating the interiors of  the Elizabethan 
theatres that Sir Carew and Sir Walter Raleigh 
would have visited all those years ago. We 
have tried to maintain as many of  the original 
features as possible whilst achieving an authentic 
Elizabethan appearance. 

We like to think of  our Playhouse as being 
a smaller version of  The Curtain Theatre in 
Shoreditch where Shakespeare premiered his 
renowned theatrics, Henry V and later Romeo 
and Juliet.

The stunning setting, extensive history and 
intricate detail makes The Manor at Corsley a 
perfect venue to enjoy all types of  performances, 
events and activities and we hold year-round 
entertainment including Elizabethan plays, 
music, dance, lectures, debates and storytelling.

For more information on the Playhouse and 
our upcoming events, visit our newly revamped 
website

www.theelizabethanplayhouse.com 
You can also now like and follow us on Facebook

@theplayhouseatcorsley

Welcome to the Playhouse at Corsley!
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Virtual Church Services

There will be a Service of Morning Worship each Sunday at 10 am led by the Reverend 
Gay Maynard and using Zoom. The order of service and the readings are in our weekly 
newsletter. For further information please contact Gay Maynard.Dear Friends,

It’s always difficult to write this letter knowing that it won’t be published for another two weeks, and 
never more so than now; what will have changed during those weeks, where will we be in terms of  
lockdown etc?

Uncertainty is very difficult to live with is it not, meanwhile the beauty and glory of  spring unfolds 
around us, the rhythm of  nature continues as trees blossom, leaves unfurl and hedges are cloaked 
in glorious green. In other words, life goes on. I don’t mean that in a callous way but rather that the 
present situation has alerted us to the fact that we human beings are not the centre of  the universe 
with all the answers, but merely a very small part of  a very much larger whole. Having our eyes 
opened in this way has I think made us much more grateful for what we might call the little things in 
life that we would normally not notice; and for the big things as well of  course. I am acutely aware 
of  how privileged I am at this point in time to be financially secure, to have a job and a home and a 
loving family who are also safe and well.

Part of  that privilege is also I think, being given an opportunity to be still.  There was an extremely 
good article in The Observer on Easter Day by Tobias Jones entitled ‘The Rebirth of  Humanity’ in 
which he writes:

‘It’s truism of  modern life that we struggle to be settled or present. Because we can be anywhere, we actually end 
up being nowhere. We suffer as the sociologist Zygmunt Bauman once wrote, “electronically assured out-of-placeness.” 
We’re notoriously fidgety and lacking attention. We just keep clicking and tapping. When I was running our community, 
one of  the hardest things for those in early recovery was just to sit still. We used to have Quaker like silences twice a day, 
and to begin with, many just couldn’t cope with the sudden stillness. It seems to me that we are all in a similar situation 
right now. We’ve come to an emergency stop and it’s painful, not just because we are separated from others, but because 
we can no longer separate from ourselves.’

Why don’t we just stop, if  only for a while? Why don’t we forget the blessed Zoom meetings and 
all the other thing we are desperately running around doing to convince ourselves that we are still 
important and just sit still? And listen.

I leave you with a poem to help; Mary Oliver, ‘Wild Geese’...

 Six Open Doors
CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org

You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees
for a hundred miles through the desert repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of  your body
love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of  the rain
are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees,
the mountains and the rivers.
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,
are heading home again.
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,
the world offers itself  to your imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -
over and over announcing your place
in the family of  things.

With love and prayers,
Pauline

Copy for Six Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 7ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’ or 

download a pdf from the ‘churches’ pages at www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Parish Contacts for Corsley and Chapmanslade
Rural Dean Rev Pauline Reid 01985 841290 
 revpauline@btinternet.com

Associate Priest Rev Gay Maynard 01373 832490 
 revgmaynard@gmail.com

Lay Pastoral Assistants Richard Dean 01373 832594 
 Barbara Hughes 01373 832273 
 Claire Tanner 01985 218099

Pastoral Visitor Alan Hopkinson  01373 832393

Churchwardens  
St Philip & St James’ Ian Buick 01373 832318 
St Margaret’s John Helliar 01373 832803

Deputy Churchwardens 
St Margaret’s Currently vacant 
St Philip & St James’ Janet Aylesbury 01373 832752

PCC Secretary Sue Fear 01373 832074

PCC Treasurer Keith Muston                   01373 832755

Planned Giving Officer Judith Helliar                      01373 832803

Benefice Administrator Marion Muston 01373 839026 or 01373 832755

Choir Leader Claire Tanner  01985 218099

Tower Captain Marion Moldon                    01373 832672

50/50 Club Neil Britten 01373 832515



People are also being warned that not seeking 
medical help for symptoms that could be the 
early warning signs of  serious conditions such 
as cancer could be putting lives at risk.

The warning comes as new data shows a 
considerable drop in the number of  people 
coming forward to ask their GP for help and 
advice during the coronavirus outbreak.

Recent statistics show that, in Bath alone, 
the total number of  weekly referrals from GPs 
to the Royal United Hospital have fallen from 
around 2,000 at the beginning of  March to 
300 at the end of  April.

In Swindon, the average number of  patients 
being sent by their GP to the Great Western 
Hospital for further investigations into 
symptoms that suggest cancer each week has 
dropped by more than 200 to 80.

Dr Ruth Grabham, Medical Director at 
BaNES, Swindon and Wiltshire CCG, said the 
statistics made for worrying reading because 
the drop in numbers  “is not because people 
are not experiencing symptoms. While it 
may seem that coronavirus has put a stop to 
most aspects of  everyday life, the one thing it 
hasn’t stopped is what’s going on inside our 
bodies,” she says. “Now, more than ever, we 
need to pay attention to anything that isn’t 
normal and seek help early on. For example, 
if  you notice blood when going to the toilet, 
or if  you’ve found a lump that wasn’t there 
previously, or if  you’ve just noticed something 
odd that is causing you to worry, you need to 
speak to your GP. Should the symptom be the 

early warning sign of  something serious like 
cancer, that delay in seeking help could have 
serious implications for how successful possible 
treatments may be.”

Although GP practices across the region 
have adopted new ways of  working, such 
as establishing isolated clinics for potential 
coronavirus patients, the practices themselves 
are still open to offer care, treatment, advice 
and peace-of-mind.

The same also goes for emergency 
departments at the hospitals in Bath and 
Salisbury, both of  which continue to be open 
24 hours a day for people with a genuine and 
life-threatening health concern.

Additionally, all healthcare facilities in 
the region, as well as those elsewhere in the 
country, have put in place stringent infection 
control measures to ensure that the risk 
of  contracting coronavirus while visiting a 
hospital or GP surgery remains low.

Don’t let worries about coronavirus stop you asking for medical 
help for yourself or your children if you become ill, have a 
serious accident or have a concern about your health

NHS advice

Don’t delay seeking
medical help
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There are some lovely walks to be had in and around our two villages. An excellent resource for 
up-to-date maps is www.wiltscouncil.maps.arcgis.com. The weather is great and going out for a 
walk is authorised as daily excercise! 

If  you come across stiles, signage, etc., in need of  attention, or any footpath ‘furniture’ that 
proves difficult to negotiate, please contact either Gill Parkinson at corsleyfootpaths@btinternet.
com (for footpaths in Corsley) or John Foster at johnpfoster354@gmail.com (for footpaths in 
Chapmanslade).

Clearly there’s unlikely to be immediate remedial work done by Wiltshire Council as they’ve 
better things to concentrate on right now.

•	In	a	recent	survey,	one	in	six	owners	admitted	their	dog	has	escaped	from	
home.	An	increasing	number	of	dog	attacks	on	sheep	happen	when	the	
owner	isn’t	present.	If	your	dog	has	access	to	outdoor	space,	at	home,	
unaccompanied,	check	all	fences	and	boundaries	are	secure

•	Please	remember	that	farms	are	busy	workplaces	where	farmers	are	
producing	the	food	we	all	want	to	buy	in	the	shops	right	now

•	Please	remember	to	maintain	social	distancing,	particularly	where	
footpaths	go	near	or	through	farmyards

•	Lambs	and	calves	arrive	in	the	spring,	so	please	take	extra	care	if	you	are	
walking	your	dog	and	follow	the	advice	below...

DOGS ON LEADS NEAR LIVESTOCK
•	Your	dog	might	be	extremely	docile	
and	friendly,	but	do	remember	that	
farm	animals	won’t	know	that

•	Dogs	should	be	kept	on	a	lead	and	
under	close	control	around	livestock

•	Livestock	can	be	very	protective	of	their	
young,	so	try	to	avoid	getting	too	close	
to	them

KEEP CALM AROUND CATTLE
•	Cattle	can	be	inquisitive	so	if	you	feel	
threatened,	release	your	dog	so	you	
can	get	to	safety	separately

•	Stay	calm	and	walk	quickly	and	quietly	
around	the	herd;	do	not	run

•	Never	get	between	cows	and	calves
•	Walk	around	the	herd	and	re-join	the	
footpath	when	it	is	safe	to	do	so

CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR PET
•	Did	you	know	that	dog	poo	can	spread	
disease	to	farm	animals?

•	It’s	important	to	clean	up	after	your	dog	
wherever	you	are

•	Don’t	leave	bags	of	dog	poo	for	
someone	else	to	pick	up	–	there’s	no-
one	following	you	around	cleaning	up	
your	mess

FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE
•	The	Countryside	Code	aims	to	help	
people	respect,	protect	and	enjoy	the	
outdoors

•	Don’t block access with your vehicle
•	Leave gates as you find them
•	Stick to the footpaths
•	Leave no trace of your visit – take your 

litter home with you

Enjoying the countryside...
during the Coronavirus pandemic

For	more	information,	visit	
www.countrysideonline.co.uk/care-for-the-countryside/dog-walking

Details of  which services continue to open, as 
well as how to get in contact, can be found online 
by visiting 
www.bswccg.nhs.uk

For information about local hospital services visit 
www.ruh.nhs.uk
www.gwh.nhs.uk 
www.salisbury.nhs.uk 

Further information on how to stay well 
throughout the coronavirus outbreak can be 
found at
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19.

https://
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Just a note to let you all know that the playing 
field is open for Corsley residents who are 
walking on their daily exercise or need a 
space to play with their kids. In line with 
the Government’s instructions regarding 
the Covid-19 virus please keep off the play 
equipment and a safe distance (2m) from 
others not in your household. No dogs please.

The grass is still being cut, so we look 
forward to fully opening in a few weeks’ 
time. Look on Corsley Memorial Playing 
Field or Corsley Village Community Group’s 
Facebook pages for updates.

I must also sadly report that one of  the oak 
trees bordering the field has been seriously 
damaged by vandals. A large chunk of  bark 
amounting to about 1/3 the circumference of  
the tree has been hacked off (see picture). The 
hack marks can clearly be seen in the second 
picture. The area around the tree has also 
been compacted and we think this is where 
children have been using the area a den. This 
tree was planted by Gordon (Gordie) Ledbury 
when he was a small boy and he looked after it 
all his life. It is a shame that after being tended 
for 90 years it has been so poorly treated since 
Gordie’s death. It and the other oak trees 
around the field had Tree Preservation Orders 
(TPO’s) applied to them in 2011. The fine for 
damage to TPO trees is up to £20,000. We 
have also had other trees damaged, including 
the memorial walnut by the car park entrance.

As you know we work very hard to make 
the playing field a valuable resource for all 

the village so this kind of  vandalism is very 
disappointing.

Can we ask parents and guardians to please 
speak to their children about how they use the 
park, when we are finally out of  lockdown.

Neil Carpenter
neil@nmc2.co.uk

t: 01373 832314
m: 07919 057997

Neil Carpenter reports on the latest news from the playing field

community news

Corsley War Memorial

Playing Field News

Corsley Orchard at the  
Old School Field
We have been working hard at the orchard this year. We 
planted some walnut trees earlier in the year and put a 
base down for the bench donated by the Elizabethan 
Evening team. Thank you for their support.

We have also cut a path around the orchard so you 
can stroll around as part of  your daily exercise. The 
orchard has been looking splendid with first the 
daffodils and then the blossom out over the last month. 
We hope that when you are out for your exercise you 
take the opportunity to walk around it.

Neil Carpenter



JOHN E S JONES
& SON LTD

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Please call
01373 832600
07795 177920
07810 646335

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Cottage Bed and Breakfast
Chapmanslade

One double & one twin/ 
double bedroom  

large private bathroom
Contact Caroline on 

07715 983310 
candyfarm49@yahoo.co.uk  

Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533

Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.
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community news
Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, rounds up the latest activities of the PC

As trailed in last months’ brief, there will 
be no PC meetings until further notice and 
I explained the way in which PC business 
would be transacted under the current CV-19 
restrictions. This was the best interpretation 
by the PC at the time on how to proceed, 
but things have moved on somewhat since 
then. The Government has since published 
new legislation allowing Local Councils to 
conduct “virtual” meetings, to meet the basic 
requirement that PC meetings should allow 
public participation. These came into force on 
4th April. 

Associated guidance and interpretation has 
been published by the National Association 
of  Local Councils (NALC). Broadly, the 2020 
Regulations enable local councils to hold 
remote meetings (including by video and 
telephone conferencing) for a specified period 
until 7th May next year, a date which could 
be brought forward in the rules are relaxed. 
There are several strands to the new rules:

• The guidance is interpreted as meaning 
that parish meetings should not take place 
in person, including the annual meeting of  
the electors, ie the Annual Parish Meeting 
(APM – already postponed until further 
notice)

• Remote meetings are permitted. The effect 
is that persons attending a local council 
meeting do not need to be in the same 
place, the latter meaning more than one 

place including electronic, digital or virtual 
locations such as internet locations, web 
addresses or conference call telephone 
numbers. To attend a meeting remotely a 
member in remote attendance must meet 
specified conditions.

• The requirement to hold an annual 
meeting, the meeting at which the Chair is 
elected for the year, is removed. The current 
chairman remains in place until an annual 
meeting is held (possibly next year) unless 
the council decides to elect a replacement 
earlier. The current Chair remains in post 
until or unless there is a desire or need for 
change.

• Local councils are able to make standing 
orders to specify how voting will be carried 
out, how members and the public can 
access documents and how remote access 
of  the press and public by electronic means 
will take place. Councils may make these 
decisions based on their own needs and 
capacity.

• It is confirmed that being present at a local 
council meeting includes being present 
through remote attendance.

• Local councils are still required to hold not 
less than three meetings per year.

As indicated last month, Corsley PC is 
now taking the position that consultation 
and decision will be conducted principally 
by email correspondence on matters whose 

principal subject has already been agreed 
at a public meeting. In the case of  planning 
applications, they will be publicly notified on 
the two village noticeboards and The Bridge 
website to encourage local comment and 
provide an opportunity for a request for a 
public meeting. 

There have already been two public 
meetings this year and, together with the 
planned December Quarterly, the required of  
at least three meetings will be met.  If  a need 
does arise for a remote public meeting the 
intention is to use Zoom.

In the meantime, in the last month, the PC 
has dealt with two planning applications and 
agreed the final costs and plans for the A362 
road safety improvements at the Heath.

New planning applications

20/01444/FUL 
Proposed installation of ‘flying carpet’ 
play equipment, new bench and 
replacement bench. 
This application covered installation of  a 
new piece of  play equipment called a ‘flying 
carpet’, adding new interest and challenges to 
visitors, plus an additional bench to replace 
one that had been destroyed by vandals.  The 
tennis and cricket clubs, who use the field 
regularly, have been consulted and they are 
content with the proposed location of  the 
flying carpet.

The PC agreed no objection to this 
application.

20/02319/LBC 
Corsley House, re-connection of doorway 
between house and cottage
The application is to open up an existing 
doorway between the main house at Corsley 
and the old ‘Kitchen Cottage’ to allow much 
easier access between the cottage and main 
house.

The PC agreed no objection to this 
application.

A362 road safety improvements at the 
Heath

After Simon Jasper’s long and persistent 
negotiation with the Community Area 
Transport Group (CATG) the PC has now 
been presented with the final solution and 
detailed costs. Inevitably the costs have risen 
above the original forecasts, for which the PC 
had already agreed a contribution of  £5.5k, 
and a final figure of  just over £5.9k has been 
agreed. This is manageable within the current 
spending plans and is regarded as an essential 
response to the road safety issues at Corsley 
Heath. The work is essentially a combination 
of  kerb re-alignment, improved signage 
and clearer road markings, all intended to 
meet the requirements of  better visibility for 
motorists and pedestrians alike, plus warnings 
to approaching traffic (two sketch drawings 
showing the plans are on the next page). We 
don’t yet have a date for commencement of  
the work, but anticipate that it should be in 
this financial year (2020/21).

Dates of  next meetings  
(as currently planned)
Annual PC Meeting 4th May - cancelled
Quarterly Meeting 1st June - cancelled
Quarterly Meeting 7th September 
Quarterly Meeting 7th December
Meetings would normally be held in the Lower Room 
at Corsley Reading Room and will begin at 7.30pm) 

Neil Britten
Chairman

pc.corsleynb@gmail.com
01373 832515/07810 764714

continued...
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New road gully
(Refer to notes)

CL = 140.510
IL (out) = 140.116

New road gully
(Refer to notes)
CL = 140.510
IL (in) =140.054
IL (out) =140.044

4 no. traffic counter
loops to be re-cut.
New connection required
to existing cabinet

Tie new HB2
into existing

kerb line & level

Taper new EF edging
down to existing

footway level

Anti Skid patch pack
along drainage
reinstatement.
(Refer to Notes)

Reinstate 'BUS
STOP' marking

(1600)

Existing road gully
CL = 140.270

IL (in) =139.860.
IL (out) =139.840 (existing)

Remove  existing
HB2 kerbs over length
shown

125 x 255 HB2 (Upstand 100mm)

125 x 150 BN Kerb (6mm upstand)

uPVC trapped road gully, 750mm deep with
D400 grating and frame. 450 x 450mm
Clear opening.Type 'Saint-Gobain
AquaMAX D400' or similar approved.

125 x 255 DR1 / DL1 kerb (radius shown where
applicable)

50 x 150 EF Edging

400 x 400 x 50mm Tactile paving 'Buff' laid on
5:1 sharp sand- cement grit-mix 50mm thick.

Footway construction comprising Type 1
unbound mixture Sub base - 150 thick,S.H.W.
Clause 803 , AC 20 dense bin (40/60) 60mm
thick, AC 6 Dense Surf (100/150 or 160/220)
20mm thick. (Existing verge)

Partial footway construction comprising, AC 20
dense bin (40/60) 80mm thick, AC 6 dense surf
(100/150 or 160/220) 20mm thick. (Overlay
existing carriageway surface)

150mm Ø upvc drain on bed type B (Type Z
under new footway) TO MCHW HCD F1.type
polypipe twin wall 'Ridgidrain' or similar
approved. must be BBA / HAPPAS approved.

Proposed road markings

GENERAL NOTES
1. The works shown on this drawing could affect statutory

undertakers apparatus and the contractor is required to
verify the location and depth of all such apparatus prior
to the commencement of works and to take all
precautions necessary when working in the vicinity of
such apparatus. utility information  is produced from a
digital source and no guarantee can be given regarding
its accuracy. it is the recipients responsibility to check
accuracy of measurements given. should discrepancy
occur please contact issuing authority to seek
clarification.

2. The use of this drawing does not absolve the client from
his responsibilities under health & safety CDM : the
construction (design and management) regulations
2015.

3. Notable site hazards marked with            symbol. note:
positions are estimated and no guarantee of their
accuracy can be given. it is the responsibility of the
contractor to ensure the location of all utilities are
determined prior to commencements of the works.

Anti Skid repair patch pack in RED, 'Instgrip'
suplied by Instarmac +44(0) 1827 254 400.
5 x 15kg buckets required.

B

B

A

A

Overhead LV power line.
 Refer to GS6 (4th Edition)

available from HSE

Overhead BT line.
 Refer to GS6 (4th Edition)
available from HSE

New connection
required to traffic
counter cabinet.

Existing road markings to be
removed. Proposed markings
laid to new alignment. Refer to
Dwg 2018-087-MR-CORS-D002-0

150mm ∅ pipe.
Refer to Notes

Excavate trench approx 300mm wide  x
500mm deep and backfill Type B filter material
to S.H.W. Clause 505.5 table 5/5

Take up and set aside existing
linear drainage grating. Clean
channel & clear outfall.
Reinstate grating

Trench with Type B stone
backfill. Refer to Notes

SCALE 1:10

Construct new
crossing point

as shown

SECTION A-A

Clear  existing
outfall of detritus

SCALE 1:10

SECTION B-B

NOTE : Tree branches
overhanging  new footway
between points A-B to be
removed. To be agreed with
Engineer
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GENERAL NOTES
1. The works shown on this drawing could affect

statutory undertakers apparatus and the contractor is
required to verify the location and depth of all such
apparatus prior to the commencement of works and
to take all precautions necessary when working in the
vicinity of such apparatus. utility information  is
produced from a digital source and no guarantee can
be given regarding its accuracy. it is the recipients
responsibility to check accuracy of measurements
given. should discrepancy occur please contact
issuing authority to seek clarification.

2. The use of this drawing does not absolve the client
from his responsibilities under health & safety CDM :
the construction (design and management)
regulations 2015.

3. Notable site hazards marked with            symbol.
note:  positions are estimated and no guarantee of
their accuracy can be given. it is the responsibility of
the contractor to ensure the location of all utilities are
determined prior to commencements of the works.

Sign Ref. S0.1 / S0.2/ S0.2
 supp erected on 1 no. 76mm
∅ post. Post length 4260mm.
Mounting height 1800mm

SIGN DETAIL

ROAD MARKING DETAIL
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with ancillary markings
(See Inset Detail)

Give way / edge of
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6.00m

6.
00

m

'SLOW' marking
with ancillary markings
(See Inset Detail)
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point detail Refer to
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What an unprecedented position to be in. 
The UK has gone into lockdown and we are 
all staying at home to stay safe. So, what have 
some of  the Corsley WI members been up to 
behind closed doors?  All is revealed:
• Mandy Bain has been busily making face 

masks for the NHS and extras for High 
House Farm as there is not space to keep 
our staff 2m apart in the milking parlour 
so we have asked them to wear face masks 
whilst milking the cows.

• Kit Pottow and Caroline Higham made 
beautiful wreaths to decorate their local 
churches for Easter.

• Fiona Curruthers has been running any 
cycling around the village, taking her daily 
exercise as allowed by the government, and 
taking some lovely photos en-route.

• Pauline Scott has been cultivating her 
garden and watching the wonderful tree 
blossoms bloom.

• Susan White has been perfecting the skill of  
making sourdough bread, homeschooling 
the teenagers and has two new coronavirus 
babies – orphaned lambs!

• Eileen Leete’s knitting needles have been 
producing rainbows and beautiful blankets.

• Alice Helliar has been helping to set up and 
volunteer for the Cross Keys hub (providing 
a food shop and prescription collection 
service in the village) as well as entertaining 
Mary and Amelia making Easter Crowns, 
planting seeds and pushing the swing 
‘higher’ a lot!

• Jo Ayrton has started a new job for a law 
firm in Frome.

• Eve Tigwell has been compiling recipes for 
the 100th Anniversary Recipe Book.

• Judith Helliar used Zoom video 
conferencing for a family catch-up on her 
birthday.

We have decided to keep our competitions 
running during lockdown and the competition 
for May is ‘growing seeds in recycled 
containers’ (Photo). For all of  those budding 
gardeners, or those who have found a new 
love of  gardening - are you germinating seeds 
in recycled containers? If  so please take a 
photo and we’ll have a competition when we 
meet again.

news from the ladies

Corsley WI

April news
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a Plumber? 
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Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

;

  

;

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time

ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
Re-upholsteRy of 

antique and modeRn 
fuRnituRe

v fRee estimates v

ColleCtion and 
deliVeRy seRViCe

telephone lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

Seasoned logs
Free local delivery within 
15 mile radius of Frome

Hard wood  .  soft wood  .  mixed loads

All our timber is ethically sourced from local woodlands within the Frome area.
Logs can be cut to any size required.  

We also provide a stacking service if required

We are also able to supply barn dried logs + £20 per load

Please call or text Garry 
07801 179917

Standard load of mixed logs  
£110 for 1.6 m3

Logs 6’’ and smaller 
+ £10 for load

Standard load of hardwood logs  
£120 for 1.6 m3

Standard load of softwood logs  
£100 for 1.6 m3
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s news from  

Corsley Cuckoo’s PreSchool in Lyes Green, CorsleyPreschool

Co
rsle

y Cuckoo’s

We started our January term by welcoming new families to Little 
Cuckoos. The children enjoyed learning about the winter season and 
made full use of our outdoor and indoor space.

Exciting plans were well underway for our best Easter Egg Hunt yet, 
but sadly we had to cancel due to the temporary closure of the pre-
school. Knowing everyone is safe and well was an absolute priority for 
the pre-school.

The temporary closure hasn’t stopped the children at Little Cuckoos 
from having fun. To celebrate Easter, the children put on a virtual 
Easter Bonnet Parade. As you can see from the photos, the ‘lockdown’ 
has really given the children time to perfect their crafting skills. This 
was a real spirit-lifter for all involved and helped the children keep in 
touch with staff and their friends.

The staff at Cuckoos surprised the children with a virtual ‘sing-a-
long’. The staff sang classic Cuckoos’ favourites such as, ‘1,2,3,4,5’, 
‘Three Little Ducks’ and ‘Horsey, Horsey’.

It has been incredibly challenging for all recently, and staff and 
children are pulling together to ensure the excellent and wonderful 
learning experience of Little Cuckoos, continues.

Looking to the future, we are still actively fundraising to enhance 
our outside space, and would like to thank the Corsley Show for 
their incredible and generous donation, which will go a long to way 
towards achieving this.

September spaces are filling fast, so if you know someone looking 
for term-time childcare in the most amazing, rural setting, please 
get in touch with the Pre-School Manager, Hayley McMahon on 
littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk

Little Cuckoos hope the community of Corsley and surrounding areas 
stay safe and well, and we very much look forward to welcoming you 
back to Little Cuckoos at our next event, when it is safe to re-open.

Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10 am - 11.30 am

For more information, please contact us on 01373 832298
www.littlecuckoos.co.uk
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The money was raised at the Friends’ 2019 
open gardens event and matched by the 
sales of  paintings and a book by Salisbury 
Florilegium Society. A group of  the Friends 
visited the cathedral’s glaziers’ workshop 
earlier this year to learn about the restoration 
process. 

The window, one of  twelve made by 
Clayton & Bell, was erected by ‘grateful 
patients and friends’ in memory of  William 
Martin Coates in 1886.

Senior conservator Sam Kelly said water 
had been pouring through the window. 
“When we put up the scaffolding, we 
discovered that the top was hanging out and 
could have fallen out,” he said. During the 
16th century a huge amount of  glazing and 
blacksmithing was being done and most of  
the bar work of  the nave windows was 16th 
century. However, the bars above the 16th 
century ones were medieval and this explained 
why water was pouring in: in medieval times 
handmade blacksmith’s nails would have been 
used and when these fail, the bars that held 
the glass in place also fail, letting in water.

He explained that when a window is 
brought to the workshop, two rubbings are 
made of  it and all the details of  the work to be 
done are marked on the rubbings: the one on 
brown paper is the working document and the 
one on white paper is kept forever to enable 
future glaziers to know what materials had 
been used. “After this is done, we strip the old 
leadwork out and re-lead,” he said. “We take 

it apart and lay it out like a jigsaw. Everything 
has to fit to the bar work. It is impurities that 
make bars rust, so the more it is worked, the 
more impurities are worked out of  the metal.
Nowadays stainless steel is used – we cannot 
afford to have bars blacksmith-made! Every 
light has at least a couple of  bars on it to hold 
it totally in place.”

The window was returned to the south nave 
aisle during March, just before the cathedral 
was closed to visitors due to the coronavirus 
lockdown.

One of the magnificent stained glass windows has been restored, 
thanks to fundraising by the Friends of Salisbury Cathedral

cathedral news

Salisbury Cathedral

Stained glass restoration

Glazier Tom Clarke gets to work on the restoration
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For parents across the country this has likely 
meant having to explain to our children and 
young people about Covid-19. This will have 
no doubt included having to answer many 
questions on why they can’t spend time with 
family or grandparents, why they cannot go 
out to play with friends and why they cannot 
go to school. The current situation we’re in 
can be difficult for any of  us to comprehend 
let alone trying to explain to a young person 
the significant risks of  something we cannot 
see or touch.

Wiltshire Police have seen that, in the 
majority,  parents and young people have been 
following the social distancing measures put in 
place by the Government across the county. I 
would like to express my sincere thanks to all 
of  you. As a parent, grandparent and PCC 
I appreciate how difficult your role is at the 
moment, with many of  you also trying to 
balance your parental responsibilities and a 
change in lifestyle, along with home schooling 
and work.

Recognising that this time is going to 
be more difficult for parents, the Wiltshire 
Police Early Intervention team have added 
information to the Wiltshire Police website 
which signposts to support agencies who are 
there to help.

For many families staying at home is 
probably one of  the toughest challenges we 
have had to face, but it is so important in our 
collective fight against Covid-19, to save lives 

and protect the NHS.
With more of  us staying at home it is 

so easy to turn to the internet for social 
interaction, education and work. With 
increased time online comes increased risk, 
and last week Superintendent Ben Mant from 
the Public Protection Department wrote an 
open letter to parents to appeal to them to talk 
to their children about risks they are facing 
online. As we increase our activity online so 
do those who seek to cause us harm through 
fraud, scamming, grooming and child sexual 
exploitation. The Force Digital Investigations 
and Intelligence Unit are keeping a watchful 
eye on these and have been offering guidance 
on social media but will continue to support 
with further advice when necessary.

It is another difficult conversation I know, 
but in this current climate where so many 
people are spending increased time online 
unsupervised it is so important we have 
difficult conversations that will give our 
children and young people the skills to identify 
risk, to stop and think when something doesn’t 
feel right, and to ask for help when they need 
it. Advice and guidance on online safety,  
cyber-crime and social media to help with 
those difficult conversations is available on the 
Wiltshire Police website 

www.wiltshire.police.uk

As parents, we all have to have difficult conversations with our children, 
some of the most difficult will focus on the risks and dangers that face them

community news

Difficult conversations that...

Help keep children safe
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Whitbourne Chapel
Blessings, too?!
If  someone had said, as we celebrated New 
Year 2020, “By mid-March, the world’s 
circumstances will change dramatically,” 
would we have believed it?! Within days of  
‘self-distancing’, groups were set up in many 
local communities, to help the elderly, sick and 
disabled, those who can no longer get their 
own shopping. Are you being helped with 
collection of  foods and prescriptions? Me, too!

Friends from a local café (now closed) are 
providing me with weekly pasta bakes and cake 
supplies! They’re coming today, bringing not 
just the usual supplies, but emergency essentials 
for me and a Flers Court neighbour, as another 
supplier can’t continue helping us.

While we count our blessings – including the 
dry weather and continuing signs of  spring – 
let’s count the blessing we have through Jesus. 
Let’s remember God the Father’s kindness to 
us, in sending His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to die on a cross, so that we can spend eternity 
with Him. ‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain…’ (Rev 20:4) What a thought 
to cling to, on difficult days!

Gill Redman 

Every eye shall see him

There is a verse in the Bible, which when I 
was younger, I found very hard to understand. 
Revelation Chapter 1 verse 7 talks about the 
return of  the Lord Jesus to this world and says 
‘every eye shall see him’. We were one of  the 
first to have a telephone installed when we 
were newly married and people would say ‘one 
day you will be able to see the person you are 
talking to’.

If  the Corona virus has taught me anything 
it is the possibility of  every eye seeing Jesus 
return to earth.

We are quite a big family; 7 children (5 

married) 13 grandchildren and tonight we will 
have a family quiz. We will have an iPad and we 
will be able not only to speak to everyone, but 
to see them, even though we live some distance 
apart.

Even more technology allows us to view our 
own back garden! Early in March, because our 
son works in a school and our daughter works 
at Bath University we were isolated to her 
house and she went to live with her brother in 
our house. The camera bought as Christmas 
present is installed at the bottom of  the garden. 
We can watch our Magnolia tree come into 
bloom. In the morning we can watch the 
recorded pictures of  three hedgehogs who visit 
the garden during the hours of  darkness. 

If  we humans can do such things, even if  that 
is not the way it will be. I have no doubts that 
God our Heavenly Father will have no trouble 
fulfilling the prophecy, as He is the God of  
miracles.

Coronavirus has also been a great 
opportunity to stop being self-centred and to 
be mindful of  others: dropping off shopping; 
cutting the neighbour’s lawn, because the 
gardener can’t come; leaving flowers on people’s 
doorsteps; dropping off an Easter egg or picking 
up the phone to chat to someone who might not 
talk to anyone else all day. To this end if  you are 
desperately in need of  something we invite you 
to ring 01373 464244 or 07980 013685, and if  
at all possible we will try to help. You can read 
the messages which would have been preached 
at the Chapel by logging in to our website www.
whitbournechapel.org.uk and follow the link, or 
Google - Whitbourne Baptist Chapel.

Jesus said ‘In my Father’s house are many 
mansions... I go to prepare a place for you. If  I go to 
prepare a place for you I will come back’... (see John’s 
Gospel Chapter 14 verses 1-6)

Ray Mead (Secretary) 



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 813132
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G MARTIN LTD
Heating Oil Distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,  
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Piano Lessons
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss
Teacher of Pianoforte and Theory

Contact 01373 832829
07747 499990

rickhuss@tiscali.co.uk ♫♪♩
♬

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

01985 841461 or 07775 755981
FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  

OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote





C J Bath
Garden & Property 

Services

01985 988308
07982 831082

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens
Westbury, Wiltshire

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163
Mobile 07976 242045

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

Local Carpenter/Handyman
(Retired cabinetmaker)

Fitted wardrobes, cupboards 
wood flooring, skirting boards

07971 550050

BREAKFAST
LUNCH 

COFFEE & CREAM TEAS

NOW OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 
FOR DINNER

FIND US AT 16 MARISTOW STREET, WESTBURY ,BA13 3DN
01373 827 162 | HELLO@WEARECOSI.COM

WWW.WEARECOSI.COM

RICHARD ROBBINS 
Trained Gardener

PLANTS FOR SALE – wild flowers, herbs, 
vegetables, etc

The Old Stables, Murtry, Nr Frome
BA11 3NR 07510130083
richard.robbins@live.co.uk 
www.wildflowersfrome.co.uk

Gardening advice and  
horticultural consultancy

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS
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We have also moved from our ‘normal’ 
everyday lives to one of  restrictions and the 
need for careful thought before action. 

Living in the countryside, we are extremely 
fortunate; we have access to fresh air, 
pleasant (short) walks, and strong, supportive 
communities. We can watch as the lovely 
month of  May sees the land filling with 
greenery, flowers and wildlife. 

I saw my first swallow on the 5th of  April; 
a real harbinger of  spring. By the time you 
read this, there should be plenty about, along 
with most of  our other migrant birds. Winter’s 
birds have all left, moving north to their 
breeding grounds. 

For our resident species, robins, blackbirds, 
thrushes, and others, first broods will be 
fledging soon. The dry weather will be hard 
on blackbirds and thrushes; worms and other 
food will have moved deeper into the soil, 
becoming inaccessible. Putting out food for 
your birds is still important throughout the 
breeding season. 

Most of  us are within walking distance of  
woodland, so now is the time to go and enjoy 
the bluebells! The sight and scent of  these 
wonderful flowers is a real treat. There are 
many other plants to enjoy, whether it’s wild 
garlic, cuckooflower, cow parsley, foxgloves or 
the beautiful hawthorn. Cuckooflower was so 
named because it flowers when the cuckoos 
fly here to breed. Cuckoos are becoming 
increasingly rare, so do let me know if  you 

hear one. Look up at the sky too to see swifts 
and the hobbies chasing them. There are 
plenty of  buzzards circling in the warm 
thermals, but do watch out for a much larger 
raptor; satellite tags have shown that one of  
the white-tailed eagles recently introduced to 
the Isle of  Wight has been wandering around 
the Somerset-Wiltshire border. Generally 
described as being a flying barn-door; it 
should be quite noticeable! 

There are plenty of  other animals around 
too. It’s also the breeding season for most 
of  our mammal species. Gardens should be 
filled with butterflies and other insects. There 
are orange tip, speckled wood, holly blue, 
red admiral, peacock, small tortoiseshell and 
various white butterflies, along with plenty of  
bumblebees. The vast majority of  insects are 
beneficial, mostly pollinating our food crops. 
Please make sure your gardens are full of  
flowers for them; they need all the nectar they 
can get. 

If  you find a young bird or other animal, 
it is always best to just leave it where it is 
(unless it is somewhere really dangerous, like 
the middle of  the road!); the parents will be 
nearby and will come to feed and care for it 
until it is independent. 

Enjoy our countryside and wildlife, at its 
most beautiful in May. Take care on your daily 
walks and support our hard-working famers.

Above all, stay well! 
Eve Tigwell

What a Spring!  In the last few weeks we have moved from endless rain and chill 
northerly winds to summer-time temperatures and gently southerly breezes

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
Chairman, Hugh Deed, reports on the latest happenings at the hall

community news

Corsley Reading Room

Your ‘village hall’

Building refurbishment

Please do take the time to read the paper on 
the refurbishment options.  The deadline for 
the survey has been extended until Sunday 
10th May to allow more time for people to 
know about this. Please visit the website for 
view the options and the survey.

Coronavirus

At the time of  writing the Reading Room is 
closed and will remain so until the situation 
changes when we will follow the advice given 
in terms of  when and how to re-open.  Our 
website will be updated with the latest position 
as soon as there is a plan.

Along with information about local 
support in Corsley, we are also maintaining 
virus information and links on the website. 
Hopefully they could be useful. 

Bookings (after coronavirus)

Do check the website for the position on any 
future bookings or ring Gill Parkinson 01373 
832322.

Hugh Deed
Chairman of  Management Committee 
Chairman@corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

01373 832897

Other regular events NOT organised by 
the Management Committee

Lite Bites Lunches: cancelled
Yoga: cancelled 
Pilates: cancelled
WI: cancelled

Run by the Corsley Reading Room 
Management Committee

Coffee Morning:  cancelled
Cinema Corsley:  cancelled

Corsley Reading Room

www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk



OMG! What’s happening? A couple of  
weekends ago I spotted a gypsy in her 
campervan out on the Heath (well, on her 
front drive to be precise!). 

What was she doing? Do we 
really want her in our village? 
Yes you do!  It was all in aid of  
the Great British Campout for 
NHS Charities Together. Never 
heard of  it? Well, if  you’re not on 
Facebook you may not be aware of  
this group, so let me tell you about it....

Ian Alcorn, a bathroom fitter from 
Nottingham, thought if  we all ‘camped out 
at home’ he could raise some money for the 
NHS, so this is what he asked... “I’ve had 
an idea. A Great British Camp Out (AT 
HOME). Whether in your van on your drive, 
or a tent in your garden; we donate £2 each 
for our wonderful NHS. That’s providing 

you’re doing nothing else? Let’s go global with 
this, share far and wide, who’s in?”

Lots of  people joined in: they had tents, 
motorhomes, campervans, beds in the lounge, 
tents under the dining table and someone 
slept on a trampoline! Over 35 thousand 
supporters camped out in their gardens, roof  
tops, balconies, drives and living rooms. So 
that’s where the Corsley Heath gypsy (aka 
Vanessa Hyde) was spotted  – drinking cider 
(hic!) and sleeping in her campervan on her drive. 

Ian was hoping to raise £100 – to date, 
this group has raised well over £160,000 – a 
magnificent effort!

Why not join in the next Camp Out 
on the May Bank Holiday?  You can 

donate via www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/

greatbritishcampout
The group is supported by 

Blacks and Go Outdoors (I love 
that they have changed their 
logo to ‘Go Indoors’).
The second Camp Out was 

on the Easter weekend and, with 
all the lovely sunshine, the Hula Girl 

came out!  So what will be her outfit for 
the May Bank Holiday Camp Out? As it’s the 
75th anniversary of  Victory in Europe, maybe 
she’ll have to find an Army uniform...  

Vanessa Hyde
07740 468003

is there no end to this madness?

A fantastic way to cope with the boredom of the lockdown...

Gypsy Rose Lee spotted on 
the Heath?
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Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1 Chestnut

2 Polka dots (usually white and red but 
it has varied with white and blue in 
more recent years)

3 William Golding

4 Alexandra Mary

5 High Society

6 A small wading bird of  the plover 
family

7 The Big Bopper

8 Charles

9 Orly (ORY)

10 Norway

11 Johnny

12 Neville Chamberlain

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of  the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are allocated 
depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at one of  the two 

drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 4pm on the 19th of  
the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

 1 space (69mm wide x 33mm high) £22.00
 2 spaces  (69mm wide x 66mm high) £42.00
 3 spaces  (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high)  £60.00
 4 spaces  (138mm wide x 66mm high) £75.00
 6 spaces  (half  page - 138mm wide x 100mm high) £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format,  
to the chosen standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/Treasurer) 
at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

Traditional

Mole Catcher

07512 681111 

01373 836350

For up-to-date information such as 
occasional parish council meetings,  
church services, previous editions of 

The Bridge, local clubs and activities, 
business listings, and other useful 

information, please visit 
www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Want something added? Just email 
the Editor with your request!

Mon to Fri: 7.30am - 4.15pm
Closed on Sundays & Bank Holidays
Open Saturdays from Sep-Mar only until 12 noon
01985 213507   www.longleat.co.uk/forestry
5% discount for tenants of Longleat Estate

DRIVE IN 
AND PICK 
YOUR OWN 
FIREWOOD

Woodchip, Mulch
Hardwood Logs, Softwood Logs

Kindling, House Coal, Smokeless Coal 
Delivery available




