
The 
Bridge

May 2017

Celebrate the 150th birthday of Chapmanslade’s Church, don’t forget to vote  
in the local election, enjoy the Corsley Festival Choir concert, frolic at the  

May Fayre, go batty at the annual cricket match, there’s lots to do in May...
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of Corsley and Chapmanslade



Frome Heating Specialists
J L and M W Knight

Heating and plumbing engineers  
specialising in:

Oil and gas boiler servicing
Boiler replacement

Energy management
Pressurised hot water systems

Underfloor heating systems
Frome family business established 1964

Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

Call 01373 832578

FHS

199876

GARDEN MACHINERY SPECIALIST
SALES  •  SERVICES  •  PARTS

www.mendipmowers.co.uk   01373 832965

Unit 7, Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade, BA13 4JJ

Why Honda?
There’s a simple reason why you’ll see so many 

Honda products still hard at work after  
many years’ service – they’re built to last!

OFFERS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Mowers  •  Tillers  •  Brush cutters
Blowers  •  Chainsaws  •  Hedge trimmers
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The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Seven Open Doors 
news from the pews

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies

News from the Nest 
fledgling fun

Deadline
Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 

4pm 19th May

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £7.50, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see information on the last page.
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a cunning quiz

Science 
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May
Monday 1st 
150th anniversary of St Philip and St James’ Church,  
Chapmanslade – 2 pm

Tuesday 2nd
Village Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 4th
Corsley Parish Council – election of councillors
Evening Bluebell Walk – starting from Royal Oak, Corsley at 7 pm

Saturday 6th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Monday 6th
Corsley Annual Parish Council Meeting – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 11th
Corsley WI - Resolutions Meeting and talk on ‘Flowers for All Occasions’ with Maureen 
Hinton – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Friday 12th
‘Inspired to teach’ – 7 pm, Corsley Reading Room (Supporting South Sudan) (see page 13 
for more info)

Sunday 14th 
Corsley Festival Choir Concert - ‘A May Miscellany’ – 7.30 pm, St Margaret’s Church, 
Corsley
Thursday 18th 
Chapmanslade Parish Council Annual General Meeting – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade Village 
Hall
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Three Horseshoes 
Chapmanslade

Saturday 20th 
Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches May Fayre – 2.30 pm, Manor Farm, Corsley

Wednesday 24th 
Lite Bites lunch – 12.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Sunday 28th 
6th Annual Bridge Trophy Cricket Match (Corsley v Chapmanslade) – 11.30 am start 
(children’s match), Corsley Memorial Playing Field

Diary Dates
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June
Saturday 3rd
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Tuesday 6th
Village Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 8th 
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall
Saturday 10th 
Chapmanslade Explorer Trail – 10 am - 4.30 pm
Thursday 15th 
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Three Horseshoes 
Chapmanslade
Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room, Open Meeting, ‘Ladies of the Court’ by 
Andrew Campbell

July
Sunday 2nd
Chapmanslade Fete, Village Hall

Tuesday 4th
Village Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 5th
Corsley WI – outing to Windsor

Thursday 6th 
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 
pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Thursday 13th
Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading 
Room, Open Meeting, ‘Juba, Sudan’

Thursday 20th
Church and Community 
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 

Diary Dates

please n
ote new

 date!

Corsley litter 
pickers

We meet opposite the Royal Oak at 10am 
on the first Saturday of each month. Our 
next ‘pick’ is on Saturday 6th May – do 
come along and help keep our village 
beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor
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Want to run your own stall? 

A limited number of pitches available. Pay us £10 and keep the profit 
you make or donate it to your favourite charity. Contact Phil, on 
01373 8328845, for details. 

A fun afternoon for the whole family, raising funds for our parish churches

Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches

May Fayre
Saturday 20th May 2.30 pm
Corsley Manor Farm
By kind permission of Claire and Chris da Costa

	Stalls include... 
	 Plants, cakes and produce
	 Chapmanslade School PTFA
	 Bellringers
	 Phoenix Cards
	 Pearl’s Designs (handmade jewellery)
	Raffle
	50/50 Club Draw
	Cream Teas
	Children’s games, activities, competitions, Treasure Map and 

‘How Many Sweets in the Bottle?’



Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street
Warminster, BA12 8PS

Please contact us to 
arrange an appointment

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Bride
 by Design

Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near LooeHayter

Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522

Getting married? 
Special occasion?
Classic 1960 Hillman Minx Estate car for hire
Chauff eur ~ bows ~ fl owers ~ champagne

Reasonable rates
Please contact Amanda on 

01373 827795 or 07720 673698



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
Re-upholsteRy of 

antique and modeRn 
fuRnituRe

v fRee estimates v

ColleCtion and 
deliVeRy seRViCe

telephone lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP



01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Childminder
Ofsted registered

Full and part time. Before and after school
Holiday spaces available

Pick-up and drop-off offered
Call 01373 832854 or 07883 025476

d.m.rawlings@outlook.com

Domestic Appliance Sales and Repair Service

Domesticare
21 Keyford, Frome

www.domesticarefrome.co.uk
01373 467351

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059  07779 247961  www.clean-it.biz
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps
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Bob’s bafflers
1	 Which so-called anti-fascist protective barrier was erected in 1961? 

2	 In which book are live flamingos used as croquet mallets? 

3	 Donald J Trump is the 45th US President. What does the ‘J’ stand for? 

4	 What was the name of the Chief Fireman of Trumpton’s fire brigade? 

5	 Which group of islands includes La Palma, La Gomera and El Hierro? 

6	 What is the name of the horse in the film ‘War Horse’?

7	 Which designer introduced the ‘New Look’ in 1947? 

8	 The plantain is closely related to which tropical fruit? 

9	 In the House of Commons, which MP is entitled to be called the ‘Father of the House’? 

10	In which sport is the Calcutta Cup a trophy? 

11	Who has a summer residence at Castel Gandolfo? 

12	Which item of men’s apparel was introduced by fashion entrepreneur Mr Fish in the late 
1960s? 

Answers on page 39

Gardener/ 
Handyman  

Wanted
For garden maintenance and projects 
in and around historic house in the 
Warminster area. 

Applicants should be confident with 
machinery and well organised. 

18 hours per week. 

Call 01373 832113 or email  
office@manorfarmcorsley.com

Evening  
Bluebell Walk

Thursday 4th May 7pm
Starting from the Royal Oak, Corsley 
at 7pm. Join us for a walk through the 
bluebell woods and back to the Royal 
Oak via Temple. All welcome including 
well-behaved dogs (on leads please, due to 
nesting birds)
Allow 1 to 1.5 hours
For further information please contact 
Jo Trickett on either: 
t.	 07866 662126 
e.	 johanna.trickett@gmail.com



BED & BREAKFAST, THE PADDOCK £55 A NIGHT
Situated in Corsley Village, quiet and secluded location.

The accommodation is self-contained and has its own entrance.
Shower room on the ground fl oor and lovely double bedroom 

on the fi rst fl oor. Breakfast is continental and served at a 
table in your room.

Please call Jill & Malcolm Westgate on 01373 832125
To see more details vist 

http://jillianbrunning.wixsite.com/thepaddockcorsley

Yoga classes
Corsley Reading Room

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm
Wednesdays 5.30-7 pm

(other classes also available)
Jackie Jasper

01373 832301   yogawithjackiej@gmail.com

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk



Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

FENCING

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 822933
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

For children aged 2-5 years 
Weekdays (term time only) from 8 am-5 pm

Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
visit and a free trial session for your child

Breakfast club and after-school club available 
(term time only)

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected

 



Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes
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This was an incredible and unprecedented 
global action with the march occurring 
in over 500 cities. In the UK, there were 
marches in London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, 
Bristol and Manchester. I had friends 
marching there and in Dublin, Melbourne, 
Washington, Berlin, Paris, Mexico City and 
probably in other places. I was one of the 
thousands peacefully marching in London. 
Why were scientists so stirred up that they 
organised a concerted international day of 
action? 

Simply, many scientists are concerned that 
the major issues facing the planet, such as 
climate change, food security, and emerging 
diseases, require Government policies 
based on evidence. Yet, many politicians are 
ignoring the scientific consensus on these 
issues and are pursuing policies that fly in 
the face of the available evidence. This is 
not about partisan politics; it is about using 
the knowledge we have and making the 
best decisions we can for the future of the 
planet and its people. One of the March for 
Science placards was “There is no Planet B”.

One of our UK politicians recently said 
“Britain has had enough of experts”. That 
is an incredibly damning phrase. Do you 
prefer your GP to have no expertise in health 
matters? Would you like your electrician 
not to understand electrical circuitry? 
Would you prefer your police to have no 
knowledge of the law or your vicar to 

have no knowledge of the Bible? We need 
experts in all walks of life. We need scientific 
experts to understand why the arctic ice 
caps are melting, to maximise the amount 
of food we can produce, to develop the next 
vaccines against diseases such as Zika virus, 
to replace the antibiotics that are rapidly 
losing their effectiveness, and to develop the 
next generation of smart materials in our 
‘phones, our cars and our houses.

Earth Day, Saturday 22 April 2017, saw scientists and 
supporters of science all over the world March for Science

science

Biology: changing the world

Why were scientists marching?
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Nigel Brown is happy to receive 
comments, questions and  

suggestions for future articles at  
nigelbrown48@gmail.com

Biology: changing the world

Why were scientists marching?

Scientists are angry – not because they are 
not appreciated, but because their expertise 
is being dismissed in favour of political 
expediency. Most scientists would far rather 
be in the lab or talking with their students 
and colleagues, but instead they have taken 
to the streets. The fact that those streets 
are on every continent, illustrates what a 
global activity science is. My own science 
has included collaborations with colleagues 
in the US, in Germany, France, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Mexico, Australia, Japan and 
China. My collaborations have so far 
resulted in scientific publications. Now I am 
collaborating with many in protesting that 

the evidence that science provides is being 
dismissed in favour of beliefs that fly in the 
face of the evidence, and that organisations 
and regulatory mechanisms based on sound 
scientific research are being disbanded. 

As one placard at the March for Science put 
it “Things are so bad, even the introverts 
showed up”.

Piano Exam 
Success

The following pupils of Debbie Rickhuss 
have been successful in achieving 
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music Exams.

Rose Church� Prep test
Sophie Hall� Prep test
Georgia Harvey� Grade 1
Lucas Crabbe� Grade 2
Jamie Holmes� Grade 2
Silas Hamilton� Grade 3
Ben Beasley� Grade 1 (with Merit)
Tristan Dowling� Grade 2
George Kyriakides� Grade 3
Sarah Paul� Grade 5 (Theory)

Congratulations to all of you!

Debbie Rickhuss
01373 832829
07747 499990 

rickhuss@tiscali.co.uk

Inspired to 
teach
Many from this area have trained as 
teachers in Salisbury, at what was the 
College of Sarum St. Michael (Salisbury 
Training College) in The Close, including 
Clara Grant OBE 1867-1949 of 
Chapmanslade. 

Jenny head and Anne Johns, who have 
written a history of the college, will 
be giving us a talk focussing on local 
interest. Please do come and join us 
(the Heytesbury-Sudan Link Group) 
for this event, which will include light 
refreshments and an update on our own 
link with Maridi in South Sudan - Friday 
12th May, 7pm in Corsley Reading 
Rooms. 

Tickets are £5 and available from Gay 
Maynard 01373 832490. 

All proceeds from this event will be going to 
support education in South Sudan. We look 
forward to seeing you.



Traditional

Mole Catcher

07512 681111 

01373 836350

Traditional

Mole Catcher

07512 681111 

01373 836350

   

nickcranston@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk

01373 832026 or 07590 986261

85 High Street, Chapmanslade

• FREE advice and quotes from a friendly, professional and 

accredited company fully insured and Council approved

• We are highly skilled and qualified to undertake all tree 

work from fruit tree pruning to technical dismantling of 
huge tree structures near buildings as well as hedge 
trimming and care.

• We also sell logs!

   

nickcranston@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk

01373 832026 or 07590 986261

85 High Street, Chapmanslade

• FREE advice and quotes from a friendly, professional and 

accredited company fully insured and Council approved

• We are highly skilled and qualified to undertake all tree 

work from fruit tree pruning to technical dismantling of 
huge tree structures near buildings as well as hedge 
trimming and care.

• We also sell logs!

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk
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           6th Annual 
Corsley vs Chapmanslade 
 

Cricket Match for Bridge Trophy 

Sunday, 28 May 2017 
Corsley Memorial Playing Field 

 11.30 start with children’s match 
 

Cheers, hollering and whooping encouraged  
 

Licensed bar, match teas and copious 
beverages available for players and spectators 

 
Contact Neil 01373 832 314 or Adam 07504 192 656 

FREE 

ADMISSION 
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Division D – Floral Art (Open)
Judge – Lucy Ellis (NAFAS Area Judge)

Class	 Description
84	 Keepsake 

A miniature exhibit. Space allowed: 4”/10cm in width, depth & height. May be 
brought already assembled. To be staged on a raised section of white covered tabling 
(provided). To be viewed all round and judged from the front.

85	 Celebrations 
A cake (not a real cake) design decorated with plant material (Fresh or dried). May be 
brought ready assembled. Space allowed: 12”/30cm width and depth. Height 8”/. 
Viewed and judged from the front and from above.

86	 Reflection(s) 
An exhibit using foliage (this includes buds not showing petal colour and flowerless 
bracts.) Space allowed: 36”/91 cm width. 27”/69cm depth and height optional. 
Viewed and judged from the front.

87	 “And the Prize goes to…” 
A still life (please note that plant material must predominate). Space allowed: 
36”/91cm width, 27”/69cm depth and height optional. Viewed and judged from the 
front.

88	 Wonderland
An exhibit to include a title card. Space allowed: 36”/91cm width, 27”/69cm depth 
and height optional. Height optional. Viewed and judged from the front.

89	 Parallel Lines 
A contemporary exhibit. Space allowed: 36”/91cm width. 27”/69cm depth and 
height optional. To be viewed and judged from the front

90	 That Might Come in Handy One Day 
MEN ONLY An exhibit incorporating an object that might come in handy one day. 
Space allowed: 36”/91cm width, 27”/69cm depth and height optional. To be viewed 
and judged from the front.

91	 Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
NOVICE CLASS An exhibit predominately using Green and Yellow plant material. 
Space allowed: 36”/91cm width, 27”/69cm depth and height optional. To be viewed 
and judged from the front.
Full rules can be found on the website www.corsleyshow.org.uk

Corsley Show 2017
Why not have a go at floral art at this year’s Show? There’s a ‘men only’ class,  

a ‘novice’ class and classes for anyone to have a go at, so come on –  
get your thinking cap on and dream up some fabulous creations...
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, rounds up the PC’s activities in April

There was just one PC meeting in April, 
an occasional on the 4th, called mainly to 
consider the planning application for the 
Bay Tree Close development plans. The 
opportunity was also taken for an update on 
some key streetscene issues and a discussion 
on the maintenance of footpath kissing 
gates. 

Planning Application

17/01534/FUL Land adjacent to 4 
Baytree Close Corsley, BA12 7ER 

Construction of five two-bedroom, three 
person bungalows together with associated 
car parking and landscaping.

This proposal has been developed over the 
last 18 months or so, in full consultation 
with the PC, and the progress of this 
development has been reported in several 
editions of The Bridge. The bungalows 
will be built by Wiltshire Council on their 
land between Bay Tree Close and the back 
of Birchwood and let through the social 
housing programme.

The proposal comprised 19 documents, 
including site plans, development layouts, 
planting plans, a visual impact statement, 
drainage details and pre-application 
advice. The majority of the documents 
were identical to those already tabled at 

previous considerations of the development, 
the major exceptions being the visual 
impact and drainage reports and the pre-
application advice. 

The visual impact had been considered 
from all possible angles, with accompanying 
photographs, all of which were concluded 
to indicate slight to minimal adverse effects, 
rising to moderate from the footpath to the 
east of the site. Planned tree planting would 
provide mitigation.

The drainage report ran to 84 pages of very 
detailed technical analysis and justification, 
but, essentially, the proposed scheme for 
both rain water and foul water was the 
one which had emerged after considerable 
earlier discussion between the PC, Wiltshire 
and the drainage contractor Opus. This 
scheme had already been accepted by 
the PC and comprises a self-contained 
treatment plant and a new soakaway, 
unconnected to the existing Bay Tree 
facilities.

Pre-application advice related to a Planning 
Development Services requirement for the 
Bay Tree Project Officer to show how the 
development met Core Policy 44, Rural 
Exceptions sites. This was provided on the 
basis of local community support, genuine 
local need, relation to existing development, 

community news

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk
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environmental considerations, scale of 
development (less than ten dwellings) and 
availability/accessibility of local services.

There had been no public representations 
and the PC recorded unanimous support 
for the application. It should be noted 
that the application concerned only the 
development site for the bungalows and not 
other associated planned aspects, such as 
the additional footpath, new bus stops and a 
safer crossing refuge on the A362 opposite 
to the entrance to Bay Tree Close. These will 
be dealt with as separate items.

Streetscene

The major streetscene issues related to 
traffic safety in the Whitbourne Springs/
Longhedge/Knapps Gate area of Corsley, 
along the Safari Park diversionary entrance 
route. Representatives of the PC had met 
with Longleat, the Council Traffic Officer and 
had subsequent discussions with residents of 
the area, directly and by email, before the 
issues were passed to the Area Board for 
the March meeting of the Community Area 
Traffic Group. Three items were agreed as 
Corsley priorities for consideration for the 
limited funding available. In general, these 
would, if they came to fruition, require a 
funding input from the PC. 

The issues are:

•	Cars entering the one-way system from 
the A362 and then re-accessing the A362 
against the one way system by crossing 
the grass triangle. The proposal is that 
the triangle is altered so the U turn is no 
longer possible. Initial work would be a 
topographical survey to develop and cost 
the scope of work. The Parish Council 
agreed to fund its portion of the cost of the 
survey if it is taken forward. It was agreed 
that Longleat would be approached to 
contribute as and when the final project 
costs are known.

•	Excessive speed of Safari Park traffic 
through the narrow and winding lane 
from the A362 to Knapp’s Gate. The 
proposal is for consideration of a 20mph 
speed limit through the narrowest part at 
Whitbourne Springs

•	Driver disorientation when approaching 
Long Hedge from Whitbourne Springs 
causing cars to go onto the wrong side 
of the road just before the blind crest of 
the hill dropping into Longhedge. The 
proposals is for a signage review and 
consideration of a 30 mph speed limit 
from Whitbourne to Knapps Gate.

Footpaths

Damage to a specific kissing gate had 
been reported to the PC (where Public 
Right of Way (PROW) No. 5 emerges on 
the lane from Dertford to Temple) and from 
discussion and individual PC members’ 
knowledge it was clear that several other 
such gates were in need of repair. Kissing 
gates on Corsley PROW had originally 
been installed by the Wiltshire Ramblers, 
on behalf of Wiltshire County, to replace 
normal stiles and increase the accessibility 
of the countryside. Funding was largely 
supplied by the generosity of individuals and 
organisations in the Village, but with no long 
term maintenance obligation.

Wiltshire’s policy with respect to 
maintenance of stiles and gates on PROW 
is that the owner of the land crossed by the 
path, or the occupier in the case of rented 
land, is responsible for their upkeep. The 
PC recognised that there was a wider issue 
in that all the kissing gates which had been 
installed some 15 years ago were probably 
approaching the end of their life. There 
was likely to be an ongoing maintenance 
requirement and a need for a consistent and 
appropriate policy.

continued...
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In the case of specific gates reported, it was 
agreed that the PC would approach the 
land owner concerned, but for the longer 
term there was a need for a full survey and 
assessment if the size of the issue.

Elections

Despite the diversionary interest in the recent 
announcement of a General Election, there 
remains the even more important event of 
local elections taking place on 4th May, 
covering Parish and County. Nominations 
for both have been published and in the 
case of the Parish Council there are exactly 
nine nominations for nine seats. Wiltshire 
have therefore declared that there will be 
no election as such for the PC, but that 
all nominated will serve. However, there 
very definitely is a competition for the 
“Warminster Without” Wiltshire County seat, 
the one which covers Corsley, between the 
three main political party representatives 
and election papers are being distributed 
right now. 

Bonfires

Amongst the regular stream of 
correspondence received by the PC, last 
month there was one concerning garden 
bonfires and nuisance created by smoke. 
The question asked was whether the PC 
could intervene in a neighbourly dispute 
about such a bonfire and it therefore 
seemed appropriate to include a brief note 
about the rules. 

Basically the PC has no authority to 
intervene but the government website does 
have some useful advice:

Garden bonfires: the rules 
There are no laws against having a bonfire, 
but there are laws for the nuisance they can 
cause.

Burning domestic waste
•	You can’t get rid of household waste if 

it will cause pollution or harm people’s 
health. This includes burning it.

•	You can get rid of household or garden 
waste by composting or recycling it. 
Contact your local council to find out how 
to dispose of garden waste and about 
recycling in your area.

Danger to traffic by smoke
•	You could be fined if you light a fire and 

you allow the smoke to drift across the 
road and become a danger to traffic.

Complain about a neighbour’s bonfire
•	Your council can issue an ‘abatement 

notice’ if a neighbour’s bonfire is causing 
a nuisance. A bonfire must happen 
frequently to be considered a nuisance.

•	Your neighbour can be fined up to £5,000 
if they don’t stick to the notice.

Neil Britten (Chairman)  
01373 832515 or 07810 764714 

neil.britten@btinternet.com

Future Meetings 2017

Annual Parish Council Meeting 
(Election of Chair and Vice-Chair) 
� Monday 15th May, 7.30 pm 
� Corsley Reading Room (main room)

Quarterly Meeting�  
� Monday 5th June, 7.30 pm 
� Corsley Reading Room (lower room)

Quarterly Meeting�  
� Monday 4th September, 7.30 pm 
� Corsley Reading Room (lower room)

Quarterly Meeting�  
� Monday 4th December, 7.30 pm 
� Corsley Reading Room (lower room)

There may be occasional meetings at 
short notice – please watch the village 
noticeboards.
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Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7QH
Friendly, dedicated pre-school in the heart of the 

countryside for children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  

9 am - 3 pm during term-times
We accept 2-year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Mother and Toddler group Tuesday mornings  

10 am - 11.30 am during term-times
SESSIONS AVAILABLE NOW 

Speak to Hayley McMahon 
Pre-School Manager on 01373 832298 

Find us on facebook or visit www.littlecuckoos.co.uk
A free trial session is available

Registered Charity Number 1064800

Pre-school

Li
ttl

e Cuckoo’s

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available 

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Emma Fox 07512 009580
Sue Newell 01373 825560 

www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

01373 832406
www.facebook.com/CrossKeysInnCorsley

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Cross Keys 
Community Free House

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7PB
Open all day!

Bar 
Monday to Saturday  

11 am - 11 pm

Sunday  11 am - 5 pm

Food 
Monday to Saturday  
12 pm - 2.30 pm and 

6 pm - 9 pm

Sunday 12 pm - 4 pm



Dear Friends,

Perhaps by the time you read this you will have heard the song of the cuckoo 
once more, a sound that announces that spring has truly sprung. For the moment 
I will content myself with rapidly greening hedgerows and a garden that seems to 
be budding and flowering before my very eyes. Once again the miracle of new life 
unfolds and little green shoots push their way through the soil in the vegetable bed.

Biblical writers were acutely aware of the precious beauty of the natural world but 
they also had the greatest respect for it as well. Life for these nomadic people was 
hard and food, water and security were understood to be gifts to be treasured; 
there was no illusion or indeed expectation that life would be easy or that human 
beings had everything under control.

We live in uncertain times do we not, a time when peace and stability seem to be 
slipping away and we fear for a future in which volatile leaders make decisions that 
have far reaching consequences for the whole world order. Most of the time we are 
able to push any thoughts of our own human vulnerability firmly under the carpet 
and comfort ourselves that we in the 21st century are far more sophisticated than 
those biblical men and women, that we have progressed to such an extent that we 
are completely in control of our own destinies. Now and then a catastrophic event 
or series of events will jolt us out this complacent and arrogant assumption and I 
think the context we find ourselves in today is such a time. 

Of course our perspective on life is different to our predecessors, we live in a very 
different age, and unlike them our news channels supply us with graphic images of 
the human suffering of people thousands of miles away twenty four hours a day on 
a relentless roll of grief and loss; there is something awful about sitting watching all 
this in the comfort of one’s own sitting room.

So, I want to give grateful thanks for the fact that I live in this beautiful and peaceful 
place, I want to acknowledge that I lead an astonishingly privileged life and that 
I feel helpless in the face of the suffering I see in Syria and beyond. I want to 
admit to feel unnerved by world events but I also want to point to the Christian 
understanding of hope; however dark the world seems, and however impossible 
it looks that new life will ever appear, love will prevail in the end, God is in there 
somewhere. St Francis of Assisi encapsulated everything I have been trying to say 
with these words: ‘All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of one 
single candle.’

Love and prayers,

Pauline

	 Seven Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org



May Church Diary

Monday 1st May
2pm at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Songs of Praise

Celebrating the 150 years of St Philip & St James’
v

Tuesday 2nd May
7.30pm – After Alpha Tuesday Night Home Group

Details from Richard on 832594
v

Sunday 7th May: Fourth Sunday of Easter
8am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: 1662 BCP Communion

9.30am at St Margaret of Antioch, Corsley: Eucharist
10.30am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship

v

Monday 8th May
10.30am – Time to Think Home Group

Details from Phil on 832845
v

Sunday 14th May: Fifth Sunday of Easter
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Family Communion

10.30am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: Eucharist
11am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: Matins

v

Tuesday 16th May
7.30pm – After Alpha Tuesday Night Home Group

Details from Richard on 832594
v

Thursday 18th May
10am to 12pm at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Church & Community Coffee Morning
v

Saturday 20th May
2.30pm at Manor Farm, Corsley

May Fayre



Sunday 21st May: Rogation Sunday
10am at Malthouse Farm, Corsley: Rogation service

6pm at Manor Farm, Kingston Deverill: Rogation service
v

Monday 22nd May
10.30am – Time to Think Home Group

Details from Phil on 832845
v

Thursday 25th May: Ascension Day
2.15pm at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill 

A short service with reading of the Lord’s Prayer 
v

Sunday 28th May – Seventh Sunday of Easter
9.30am at St Philip & St James, Chapmanslade: Eucharist
10.30am at St John the Baptist, Horningsham: Eucharist

10.30am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Eucharist
v

Sunday 4th June: Pentecost
8am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: 1662 BCP Communion

9.30am at St Margaret of Antioch, Corsley: Eucharist
10.30am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship

150th Anniversary of St Philip and St James’

Our village church will be celebrating its 150th anniversary on Monday 1st May. We are 
planning an afternoon ‘Songs of Praise’ service at 2pm, which will be led by the Bishop of 
Ramsbury. The hymns will be chosen by representatives of village organisations. This will be 
followed by cake and a cup of tea in the school hall. There will also be an exhibition of the 
Church’s history which is being put together by the Chapmanslade History Group.  We hope 
all the village will join in this celebration. 

Do you have any treasured memories of the church that you could share with us, or 
photographs of Sunday School outings, weddings or christenings? Anything you could lend 
us will be much appreciated (and carefully looked after). Please contact Phil (832845) or Ian 
(832318) if you can help.



Copy for Seven Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 7ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’ or 

download a pdf from the ‘churches’ pages at www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Fundraising

Our May Fayre will be held on Saturday 20th May from 2.30 pm. We are delighted that, once 
again, Claire and Chris da Costa have invited us back to Manor Farm, Corsley.
We need your help to make this important fundraising event a success. We need cakes, 
scones, tarts, pies, jams and other produce to sell on the cakes stall; bedding plants, herbs 
and perennials for the plant stall; prizes for the pot luck stall. But please note that this year 
there will not be a bric-a brac stall.
We also need volunteers to help erect stalls and to set out tables and chairs; to man the 
stalls on the day, particularly to serve teas and to help with the washing up. And also to help 
supervise children’s games and competitions.
Do you know someone who would like to hire a stall to sell their own produce? Stalls cost £10 
and stallholders can choose to keep the profits or hand them to a charity of their choice. A 
number of people have already booked space for their stall but we still have some space for a 
few more.
We often remind ourselves that the church’s rightful place is at the heart of the community. 
The May Fayre gives us an opportunity to prove that we do mean this. Please do all you can 
to help us make a the event a great success, both as a community event and as a fundraiser.  
Please contact Stella, Judith or Phil with offers of help.
In the week before Easter were given the opportunity to man the charity shop in Frome that is 
run by the Rotary Club of Frome. We had a most enjoyable week and raised nearly £700 for 
church funds. Our thanks to the Rotary Club for the opportunity and to all our helpers who 
manned the shop.

Rural Dean	 Rev Pauline Reid	 01985 841290 
	 revpauline@btinternet.com
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594 
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273 
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Pastoral Visitor	 Alan Hopkinson 	 01373 832393
Churchwarden	 John Helliar	 01373 832803  
Deputy Churchwardens 
St Margaret’s	 Judith Helliar	 01373 832803 
St Mary’s	 Harcourt Gough	 01373 832039 
St Philip & St James’	 Janet Aylesbury	 01373 832752
Benefice Administrator and Safeguarding Officer 
	 Marion Muston	 01373 839026 
	 cleyhillchurches@gmail.com	 01373 832755



Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533

Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel

Registered Osteopath
Philip Sefton D.O. 
‘Treatment from head to toe’
Over 20 years’ experience of treating back,  
neck, shoulder, muscular and joint pain
Manor Road  .  Marston Estate  .  Frome  .  BA11 4BN
01373 455993 www.phillseftonosteopath.co.uk
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At the April Meeting of Corsley WI, the 
speaker was Karen Hayter, a consultant from 
the House of Colour, with a talk on Who Do 
You Think You Are? Karen explained that our 
first impressions of people are judged on 
5% of the spoken words, 28% by the actual 
voice and 67% by the visual appearance. 
However, how we dress may not reflect how 
we wish to be perceived. Instead of being 
authoritative, black can make us seem 
austere and unapproachable, whereas 
nondescript clothes might make us blend 
into the background and seem insignificant. 
Taking into account our natural colouring, 
our body shape and our personality, 
whatever age we are, we can enhance what 
nature has given us to make us look good 
and feel good and Karen demonstrated 
how easily the right colours, styles and 
accessories can make all the difference. 
Carol Seward gave the vote of thanks. 

The Annual Outing will be to Windsor on 
Wednesday 5 July, with an early start! You 
would be able to visit Windsor Castle, go on 
the tour bus, take a boat trip, go shopping 
or just explore the town and the riverside. 
The outing is open to all, so please book 
your places promptly. The list will be out 
at the next meeting or you can ring Carol 
Seward on 01373 832446 to reserve a seat 
on the coach.

The Wiltshire Federation has organized a 
workshop on machine embroidery and a 
golf/croquet tournament. Further details 

will be available at our next meeting. The 
competition for an animal ornament was 
won by Amanda Bain, with Hilary Vallis 
second and Jenny Candy third.

The winner of the annual draw for a bursary 
to Denman College was Tessa Penney.

There will be a Bring and Buy Plant Sale at 
the meeting on 11th May at 7.30pm and 
also a discussion on the two resolutions 
to be put forward to the NFWI AGM of 
‘Alleviating Loneliness’ and ‘Plastic Soup’. 
This is followed by a demonstration 
by Maureen Hinton on Flowers For All 
Occasions, so please come along to what 
promises to be a very interesting meeting. 

We are looking for new members and we 
are a friendly group, so for a warm welcome 
and a nice cup of tea, just come and visit us 
at any of our meetings, held on the second 
Thursday of the month in the Reading Room 
at Corsley. The exact times are mentioned in 
this monthly WI meeting report and also in 
The Bridge Diary Dates or ring Carol Seward 
on 01373 832446 for information. 

Would you like to learn Bridge? Beginners 
are very welcome and anyone over 18 can 
come. Maybe you are interested in visiting 
gardens or would like to join us for lunch 
once a month? These events are not just for 
WI members. If you would like further details 
please contact Pauline Scott on 01985 
215760, as the venues vary each month. 

Carol Seward rounds up the April meeting and 
announces some forthcoming events 

news from the ladies

Corsley WI

April news
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Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10 am - 11.30 am

For more information, please contact us on 01373 832298
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk

News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s news from  

Corsley Cuckoo’s PreSchool in Lyes Green, Corsley.Preschool

Co
rsle

y Cuckoo’s

Little Cuckoos hosted its ever-popular annual Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday; we were 
absolutely delighted to have raised over £650 from the hunt, face painting and biscuit 
decorating. Over 200 people attended the event which was amazing! The special Golden 
Egg was found by a Corsley family who have been attending the event for over eight years! 
A big thank you to T J Cooke Building Contractors who kindly sponsored the event. Another 
big thank you to our own Easter Bunny who also generously donates money towards the 
prizes every year. We really do appreciate of the local support given to us.

We are now entering term five of the curriculum year; with the warmer weather we will be 
learning outside in the sand-pit, mud kitchen and our new addition - the Willow Arch.

We are always looking for volunteers to join our enthusiastic team. We are currently looking 
for a Chairperson – would this suit you? Perhaps you know someone who matches the 
criteria? The role would suit someone with admin and organisational experience, an interest 
in education (especially early years) would be an advantage, but most importantly a 
passion to ensure the ethos of Little Cuckoos continues.
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Look to the East my friends and 
await the arrival of Nanki Poo, 

and Yum-Yum...

The inhabitants of Titpu  
will be making an appearance  

on the verdant lawns of  
Manor Farm Corsley 
Saturday 5th August

The Elizabethan Evening  
is delighted to announce that we 
will be hosting a performance of 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s

The Mikado
We have again been extremely 
fortunate to retain the services 
of Illyria Theatre Company to 
perform this mystical marvel of  
the East.

Contact the Mystical Mistress 
of the Undressing room (details 
below) for ticketing details. But get 
in quick, as this is going to sell out 
fast!

Cuisine, companionship and some 
oriental crackers will be to the fore 
and the Inn of the Six Pleasures 
will be open to all.

Keep your eyes peeled for further 
announcements.

Tickets from Claire 01373 832113

Your humble scribe
Lady Wobbler (nee Trembler) 

Corsley Show
Calling all 

young people!
There are lots of cash prizes at the 
Corsley Show this year. Every class has 
prizes of £1.50, £1 and 50p for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd places. As an extra benefit, if 
you’re 13 or under you will get in for free 
if you enter and display an exhibit. 

Anyone under 16 can win £5 from 
Chapmanslade Motor Services for the 
best digital colour camera print in Class 
118, or £5 for the best painting, drawing 
or graffiti in Class 114. 

There’s a prize of £10 for the winner 
of Class 113 - a bundle of five runner 
beans which will be placed end to end 
and measured by the judges. The longest 
‘run’ will take home a £10 note. Barters 
Plant Centre in Chapmanslade is giving 
this prize and will provide free beans for 
you to plant as soon as possible.

So start planning now. Have a look at the 
Horticulture and Craft Schedule on the 
Corsley Show website to see what you 
can enter to gain some extra cash for the 
holidays!

 Karina
 Mobile Hairdresser
 Tel. 01373 832823 

Mob. 07742 690337
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As part of the ‘Voice of the Village’ we have a wonderful opportunity for us all 
to be involved in a village-wide event which will allow us all to work together to 
bring much needed funds for the Church, the Village Initiative and the school.

The Explorer Trails will start at the village hall. £4.00 per family. This event 
will be great for everyone of any age: solve the clues to complete the mission!

There will be lots of crafts, games and refreshments being held at the village 
hall and along the trail.

Why not book in for a special lunch at the Three Horseshoes along the way?

If you would like to enter your Dino Monster into the competition, it will be dis-
played along the trail or at one of the main stop-off points (the Church, village 
hall or the pub) please email explorertrail@chapmanslade.org.uk to enter, or 
drop a note to 60 High Street.

Dino Monsters must be a minimum of 750mm high. It can be made out of 
what ever material you like. There will be a prize for the favourite which will be 
chosen by people attending the trail.

We are looking for volunteers on the day, from marshalls to making tea, so if 
you have a free hour or two please contact explorertrail@chapmanslade.org.uk

Lets make it a successful fun day! 



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927
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Spring is the time of the year we all start 
looking forward to, with the arrival of longer, 
warmer days and the attention turns to the 
great outdoors. It is time to make the most 
of the outdoor space and ponds are a vital 
element of many gardens. Fish keeping and 
maintain a pond can be highly rewarding and 
an enjoyable experience.

Many pond keepers are aware that the ideal 
time for a spring clean is after the frost but 
before the frog spawn. Spring is the time for a 
comprehensive check on the pond in order to 
maximise enjoyment over the warmer summer 
months.

The following points provide a good outline 
of what to consider when carrying out pond 
checks.
•	Water quality and fish health. Test kits can 

help with this, as well as looking for physical 
signs of ill health.

•	Cleaning the bottom of the pond may not 
sound like the most appealing job but it’s 
an essential part of maintaining its health.
Debris, plant mater, uneaten food and fish 
waste can also collect at the bottom of the 
pond, creating an unhealthy layer of sludge.

•	Thoroughly cleaning the pump and checking 
all parts have survived the winter is vital to 
remember, carefully check the impellor- 
de-scaling if necessary and also look at 
perishable parts such as o-rings.

•	The UV Lamp should be checked to ensure it 
is in full working order, Ideally this should be 
replaced annually for it to remain efficient.

•	All hosing should be examined for leaks and 
replacements and repairs should be carried 
out as soon as possible as these issues will 
only get worse with time.

•	Treat blanketweed early to keep it at a short 
crop this will ensure easy management for 
the long term.

Pond cleaning can bring to light a number of 
issues that may have been ignored over the 
winter months, such as parasites, single cell 
algae and blanketweed.

One of the best and most simple pieces of 
advice I can offer to existing or potential pond 
keepers is to carry out regular water tests, 
the results will speak for themselves as pond 
carers will quickly know if there is a problem 
that needs solving, using simple solutions and 
treatments to ensure their pond is kept clean 
and clear and looking great. When caring 
for a pond its often the case that one change 
will have a wider affect, so customers need 
to be prepared for this, for example if new 
media is added to the filter or has had a filter 
turned off over the colder months, it can take a 
significant amount of time for the environment 
to turn into a living ecosystem.

Adding a treatment to help re-seed the filter 
with good bacteria to encourage a healthy 
environment for both fish and wildlife is 
essential. Any changes to the water also 
required e-balance of chemicals to ensure that 
wildlife and fish aren’t negatively affected. It’s 
advisable that whenever fresh water is added a 
solution be included to eradicate any harmful 
chemicals and preserve a health balance to 
the water.

I encourage you all to take care of your ponds 
especially in the spring time as the results will 
give you a worry free summer with your pond.

Rob White
Acres Supply Garden Centre

from the potting shed

Spring-time care for your pond

Water gardening



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 

c 

Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

;

  

;

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time



All our technicians are  
OFTEC registered and approved

Call us on 01935 473302 for an instant 
quote or visit www.darchoil.com, fill out 
the form and one of our team will call 
you back during office hours

• Boiler servicing on-demand or as part 
of a Contract Service Agreement

• Servicing of oil, commercial and 
domestic boilers undertaken

• Group discounts available on request – 
call us for information

Call us on 01935 473302 or  
email info@darchoil.co.uk  

for more information

www.darchoil.com

BOILER SERVICING & REPAIR

Computer 
       problems?
PC and Apple repairs
Virus removal
iPad repairs
Tuition

Frometech
01373  

470170
www.frometech.co.uk

Rose Knight
Dog and cat  

minding service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Phil Jefferson reports on Chapmanslade’s Annual Meeting 
and the parish council’s April meeting

Annual Parish Meeting:

20 members of the public attended the 
parish’s Annual Meeting, which was held 
in the village hall on 13th April. We were 
joined by Fleur de Rhe Philipe, our Wiltshire 
councillor, and by Debbie Robbins, our 
PCSO. Adam Brill and Sally Evans, school 
governors (Sally is also chairman of the Busy 
Bees pre-school management committee), 
were present to help us discuss traffic issues 
in the village. Most of the meeting was 
devoted to discussing these issues, which 
had figured largely in the recent Voice of 
the Village exercise and which have been 
debated by the parish council on numerous 
occasions in the past.

Speeding

The community Speed Watch scheme has 
operated in the High Street for a number of 
years, the aim being to educate drivers to 
stay within the 30 mph speed limit as they 
drive through the village. In the past year 
volunteers in the Speed Watch teams have 
monitored speeds through the village for 
a minimum of one week in every month. 
Volunteer numbers have risen during the 
year and currently stand at 14, although 
some are due to leave the village in the near 
future. Two new volunteers will be trained 
in May 2017. Over the year, the volume of 
vehicles has increased with a peak around 
600 per hour at morning and evening rush 
hour. 

In terms of speeding vehicles, we mentioned 
that Speed Watch continues to scratch the 
surface of the problem through deterrent 
as well as logging and reporting speeding 
vehicles, which usually accounts for 1% 
of those seen. Motorists who are reported 
receive a letter from the police and, where 
speeds are in excess of 40 mph, they receive 
a visit from a police officer.

Residents present at the meeting discussed 
these issues. It was suggested that using 
two cameras, one at each end of the 
village, might increase the effectiveness of 
the scheme. Average speed cameras were 
mentioned as an effective measure, too. 
It was recognised that more volunteers for 
periods outside the working day are needed, 
especially to deter those speeders constantly 
reported by dog walkers around 0630-
0800.

A3098 Weight Restriction: The current 
weight restriction through the village is 18 
tonnes. Broadly this means that a heavy 
goods vehicle (HGV) with three or more 
axles driving on the High Street is breaking 
the law if it is not delivering within the 
restricted area. This weight restriction is 
widely ignored by HGV drivers, who use our 
village as a rat-run between the A36 and 
Frome, and is a constant cause of concern 
in the village. I started an unofficial lorry 
watch scheme some time ago and this has 
now been taken up as part of the Village 



The Bridge May 2017  |  37www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Voice initiative. We discussed the possibility 
of the parish council starting an official 
scheme, which would need the blessing of 
Wiltshire Council and the police. 

The parish council has expressed concern 
about the use by HGV drivers of satnavs 
designed for cars: these do not show routes 
that are covered by a weight restriction. We 
wrote to Andrew Murrison, our MP, asking 
him to request the Department of transport 
to make this practice illegal. Andrew Jones 
MP, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State, wrote to us recently turning down 
our request, saying it would be a “costly, 
bureaucratic and inappropriate way” of 
dealing with the problem. He contends that 
the Government is working with interested 
parties, such as freight associations, local 
authorities and satnav companies, to 
improve the service users get from satnavs. 
He feels that communication and co-
operation is the best way of dealing with 
the issue. Mr Jones did say, however, that, 
as a Minister with a rural constituency, he 
shares our residents’ concerns and is keen 
to ensure that large good vehicles are 
driven on appropriate roads. Clearly he 
does not have a High Street like ours in his 
constituency! 

It is the parish council’s view that poor 
signage, particularly on the A36, is largely 
responsible for the wholesale ignoring of 
the weight restriction. We have written to 
Highways England requesting better signage 
and have had a sympathetic response. 
Residents at the meeting agreed that we 
need better signs and the parish council will 
pursue this in the coming months.

A long time ago Wiltshire Council 
announced its intention of introducing a 
7.5 tonne weight restriction through the 
village but it has never implemented this. 
This would be the parish council’s preferred 
option, a view which we know is shared 

by much of the village, certainly by those 
present at the meeting, but Fleur made it 
clear that there is no chance of us achieving 
this until Highways England improves the 
junction of the A303 and the A350 at 
Willoughby Hedge, north of Shaftesbury. Be 
assured, that will not happen for a very long 
time!

Congestion in the High Street

There was a positive and forward-looking 
discussion on this perennial subject. 
There was agreement that the school is a 
successful and thriving establishment but 
that part of the consequence of this success 
is that at certain times in the day the High 
Street gets congested. Ways of trying to 
mitigate this effect were discussed: a walking 
bus arrangement, a 20 mph speed limit, 
reinstating the crossing patrol, “build-
outs” and speed humps, a car park in the 
centre of the village – perhaps near Green 
Farm, helping parents to park in a more 
responsible way, a drop-off point outside the 
school.

We gave an assurance that the parish 
council will continue to look at all the 
options. Fleur promised us that Wiltshire 
Council will be happy to consider ideas put 
forward as it wishes to help in any way it 
can. However, she advised that is better to 
stick to one plan and implement that, rather 
than to work too many plans.

Annual Report

In the second part of the meeting councillors 
presented their annual report, which 
summarises the parish council’s activities 
over the previous twelve months. The 
report covers the 14 planning applications 
we considered in the year, as well as 
planning issues concerning Sienna’s Valley, 
Thoulstone and Longleat. The other areas 
covered in the report are speeding, weight 
restrictions, lorry watch, traffic congestion, 
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highway maintenance, fracking, bus 
services, the village plan, the village hall, the 
defibrillator, broadband speeds and mains 
gas. You can find the full report in the parish 
council section of the village website. 

Village Plan

The report contains an update on the Village 
Plan process, which the Parish Council 
initiated towards the end of the summer last 
year. Since then a Steering group has been 
formed and a huge effort to involve and 
consult as many people in the community 
has taken place. This effort leads to the 
creation of the Plan questionnaire. This is 
the conduit where everyone aged 11 or 
more can have their say about the village. 
Adam informed us of his hope that the 
questionnaire will be distributed shortly.

It was anticipated when this process started 
that some good positive initiatives would 
evolve to make Chapmanslade a better 
place to live, work and play. Already there 
has been a very successful (and damp!) litter 
pick; LorryWatch has established the level 
of law breaking by overweight vehicles in 
the village; the Facebook community page 
has helped people share news and views 
and the possibilities of mains gas is being 
explored. We mentioned that a leaflet giving 
up-to-date guidance on mains gas would 
be delivered to households shortly. Adam 
(832437) or David Arthur (832996) will 
try their best to answer any of your queries. 
These are just a few of early projects and 
the results of the questionnaire will doubtless 
help to trigger many more. 

Retiring Councillors

The end of an era was reached at the 
meeting as Dennis Barnard attended his 
last meeting of the parish council as a 
parish councillor.   Dennis first joined the 
council in 1968 and, in all, he has given 42 
years service as a councillor. That is an 

outstanding achievement. Dennis truly is 
“Mr Chapmanslade”, having been born and 
bred here and he has played such a huge 
part in the village over so many years - the 
chapel, where he was a leading member of 
the congregation until it closed; he ran the 
post office and village shop; his involvement 
with the village hall, particularly the project 
to rebuild the original hall in 1972; the 
parish church, where he has organised many 
fundraising events over the years; and also 
many years as a school Governor, including 
Chairman.

As a parish councillor he has been a 
leading light in so many of the initiatives 
that have helped to make Chapmanslade 
“God’s Own Country”, as his friends in 
Frome Rotary have a delight in calling 
Chapmanslade. He has a passion for 
the village which is unrivalled and he has 
worked tirelessly and selflessly in all his roles 
to protect and improve the quality of life for 
all everyone living in the village. He was, 
and still is, “the man to go to” within the 
village.

Dennis was presented with a glass decanter 
by his colleagues on the parish council as 
a token of their gratitude for the service he 
has given to the village. We told him just 
how grateful we are to him for all he has 
done over so many years. We thanked him 
most warmly and we wished him and Gwen 
a long and happy retirement. A while ago 
we thought he might be leaving the village 
around now but that is not to be the case 
for the time being. We wished both of them 
all the best for whatever the future holds for 
them.

Adam Oakley and I have also decided to 
stand down as parish councillors.  We were 
thanked for the service we have given in 
this role. John Foster and Charlie Thackway 
will be joining the council as new members. 
Francis Morland, Keith Muston, Philip 



The Bridge May 2017  |  39www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Holihead and John Lewis will complete the 
line-up and a seventh vacancy will be filled 
in due course.

Parish Council Meeting: 

The Annual Meeting was followed by a short 
meeting of he parish council. Two matters 
were raised:-

Village Plan

The draft questionnaire, which will shortly 
be distributed to parish residents, was 
discussed. Phil Holihead and the other 
members of the Village Voice steering 
committee were thanked for their hard 
work and we agreed that it should now be 
printed and distributed. We hope for a good 
response from residents, certainly one that 
will match the response from the original 
Chapcap questionnaire 15 years ago.

Finance

In accordance with standard practice, the 
statement of accounts was presented to 
the council and was approved. Minnie, 
our clerk, had distributed the Governance 
statement and procedures, the variation 
statement, the accounts as per audit 
requirements and the bank reconciliation. 
We agreed that these would be discussed 
further at a meeting to be arranged for 3rd 
May following the internal auditor’s scrutiny 
of accounts on 28th April.

Next Parish Council Meeting

There will be two meetings in May. The first, 
which I mentioned above, will be held in 
the church at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 3rd 
May and will consider the financial papers 
referred to above. The second, which is our 
Annual General Meeting, will be held in 
the village hall on Thursday 18th May, at 
7.30 pm. The council’s officers, including 
chairman, will be elected at this meeting. 
Do come along to both or either of these 
meetings, to speak or just to listen.

And finally – yes really!

Many thanks for reading my newsletters 
over the past four years and for the support 
you have given me as your parish council 
chairman. Those four years have certainly 
kept your councillors very busy – music 
festivals, wind turbines, alpacas, Thoulstone 
and Barters Farm developments, to mention 
just a few of the issues. I believe very 
strongly that government at all levels should 
be open and transparent, hence these 
monthly reports. I hope that I have been 
truthful in presenting to you the issues that 
have come our way and that you have found 
the newsletters helpful and informative. I 
offer my best wishes to my successor.

Phil Jefferson
832845

phil.jefferson@virgin.net 

www.chapmanslade.org.uk

Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1	 Berlin Wall
2	 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
3	 John 
4	 Captain Flack 
5	 Canary Islands 
6	 Joey 
7	 Christian Dior 

8	 Banana 
9	 The senior member with the longest 

unbroken service as an MP 
10	 Rugby Union 
11	 The Pope 
12	 The Kipper tie



Piano Lessons
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss
Teacher of Pianoforte and Theory

Contact 01373 832829
07747 499990

rickhuss@tiscali.co.uk ♫♪♩
♬

Cost-effective, no-nonsense, efficient 
accounting, bookkeeping, VAT, 
payroll and CIS solutions for sole 
traders and Limited Companies.

Self-assessment and taxation services 
also available.

u	Fixed fees agreed in advance
u	Free initial consultation
u	Westbury office with free parking

Contact Jackie Welch
01373 822363 or 07790 325321

jackie@jmwaccounting.co.uk
www.jmwaccounting.co.uk

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452
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Whitbourne Chapel

In whatsoever state I am…
How true the above words are, written by the 
Apostle Paul, ‘in chains’ in Rome. My Honda 
Jazz recently needed repair, giving me five 
days without personal transport and time to 
try the local bus services.

I rode from Warminster to Bradford on Avon 
one day, had a pot of tea and slice of cake 
in a tea room, and walked to Avoncliff and 
back. The trip ended with afternoon tea, 
before the return bus journey.

Another day, I caught the bus to Corsley, 
visiting my friend Joyce at Heathway. On 
the trip back, I left the bus at Picket Post and 
walked three miles home via Cannimore 
Wood, near the proposed Longleat Hotel 
site.

I thought I knew how privileged I am to have 
my own transport. It’s why you often see 
me with passengers; why be alone in the 
car when three other seats can be filled?! 
Despite this thinking, being without the car 
was a shock.

Having no car on a Sunday also made 
me reflect on a recent trip to Italy, when 
two Sundays were spent travelling. Like 
being without the car and appreciating its 
difference to my life, being without Chapel 
two Sundays running, showed me how 
important my weekly visit to Whitbourne 
Chapel is. Yes, I had Bible readings and 

prayer time while away, but the weekly 
fellowship, time spent with other Christians is 
invaluable, as is time listening to preachers, 
with greater knowledge of God’s word 
and its meanings. How grateful I am to 
God, for both his material benefits and the 
companionship of other Christians on a 
regular basis.

Large congregation (written tongue-
in-cheek by RH)

Chapel news the other year
Clearly proclaimed ‘All welcome here’.
This caught the eye of Grandpa Fly.
His wife then chirped, “Let’s multiply!”
Well over forty kids they bore
With grandchildren by fifty score.
“Whitbourne Chapel is the best;
Here we’ll set up home and rest.”
They buzz and dance when there’s a hymn,
In coffee cups they try to swim.
Among the window flowers they hide;
Bibles shelter flies inside.
With vacuum, flypapers and a swat,
Let’s try to execute the lot.
Extermination of them all
May be an order rather tall.
For Grandpa Fly just smiles, “What cheek,
Two thousand great-grandflies next week!”

Gill Redman 
e. paradiselost@btinternet.com

For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 
Philippians 4:11 (KJV)

Regular times
Services every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)

Chapel Prayer meeting every Sunday morning from 10.20 - 10.40
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes

Bible study sessions – as announced



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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Sara and Rob would like to thank the 
community for being so welcoming and 
supportive during their first months at The 
Cross Keys, Corsley. You have all helped to 
make them feel welcome and at home in the 
village.

Rob has expanded the wine list (see the 
web site for details) and also has regular 
guest beers. Come and enjoy a drink in our 
beautiful garden - there will be something to 
appeal to every taste. 

Sara is continuing to produce lovely meals 
at reasonable prices. Her menu is based 

Cross Keys News
Corsley’s very own community-owned  

free house

around home-cooked, quality meals using 
locally sourced supplies with a daily specials 
board to choose from. Smaller portions are 
available for children and those with lighter 
appetites.

The first anniversary of the pub opening as a 
community-owned free house is the weekend 
of 10th and 11th of June and there will be 
a celebration to mark the occasion. More 
details to follow in the next edition of The 
Bridge and on our website and Facebook 
page.

Keep checking the website  
www.crosskeyscorsley.co.uk or our Facebook 
page @crosskeysinncorsley for upcoming 
events and news or contact the pub on 
01373 832406 to book a table. We look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Opening hours 
Monday to Saturday 11am - 11pm

Sunday 11am - 5pm 

Food served 
Monday to Saturday  

12 noon - 2.30pm and 6pm - 9pm
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

The first four months this year have gone,
Spring’s here, time marches on and on
It goes so fast, there’s much to do
The teaching, practice, ringing too.

But there is more to take our time
Our bells need work, t’would be a crime
To let them suffer more decline
And lose the chance to hear them chime.

One bell is cracked and needs a weld,
Three others need the clappers held.
The wheels and frame repaired as well
So it is safe to ring each bell.

Ring the changes with...

Campanology News
Our fund has grown, money has come
From gifts, bequeaths and grants from some.
We’re nearly there, we will succeed,
A little more is all we need.

‘The May Fayre, we’ll run a stall’,
Said Anne and Jane, a brilliant call! 
‘We’ve lots of bric-a-brac to sell
And you can talk about the bells.

Each hour we’ll ring the bells a while,
To demonstrate and bring a smile.
Come up and watch, see how it’s done
You’ll find we really do have fun.

Marion Moldon 
01373 832672



Darling Interiors
Made-to-measure curtains and blinds  .  bedspreads 

curtain tracks and poles  .  fi tting  .  competitive pricing
Chosen in the comfort of your own home

Choosing new furnishing has never been simpler. We have an extensive range of exquisite 
fabrics from leading designers and suppliers to choose from. For the fi nishing touch, we can 

provide beautifully crafted tracks and poles to fi t all sizes of bay and straight windows
Call today to book your FREE no-obligation consultation

t: 01373 672359  e: info@darling-interiors.co.uk  w: www.darling-interiors.co.uk

TOENAIL CUTTING
REFLEXOLOGY

IN YOUR OWN HOME

ALICE LEWIS
Telephone 01373 229335

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home, 
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to o� er the ambience of a family home, together with caring sta�  and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens
Westbury, Wiltshire

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163
Mobile 07976 242045



RICHARD ROBBINS 
City and Guilds Trained Gardener 
All aspects of Garden work undertaken 

07510 130083

anatomy clinic
chiropody, holistics, 

massage, beauty, 
physiotherapy

28 East Street
Warminster

BA12 9BN

t. 01985 219122

e. info@anatomyclinic.co.uk

w. anatomyclinic.co.uk
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Like us on Facebook

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fields and paddocks

Lyn and Fraser Mills  
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade,  
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will find a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS
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The early-spring yellows of 
lesser celandines, primroses 
and daffodils turns to the 
blues and whites of bluebells, cow 
parsley and, of course, the may 
itself (hawthorn). It’s a visual, scented 
feast for the senses, accompanied by the 
best of bird song. 

Mammals are busy too; those you are most 
likely to see a roe deer fawns and young 
rabbits. Neither are particularly welcome 
in our gardens, but they are part of our 
countryside and farmland. Some areas of 
grassland need these grazing animals to 
keep the grass short so that the rarer plants 
and insects can thrive. May is a good month 
for butterflies; orange tip, speckled wood, 
holly blue, red admiral, peacock and small 
tortoisehell should all be flying, along with 
those more difficult whites (small, large and 
green-veined). 

Robins, blackbirds, song and mistle thrushes 
should have fledged their first broods of 
young by now. The weather in March was 
dry and April is heading the same way, so 
they may not be able to find enough worms 
to raise a second brood. Blue and great tits 
should be gathering caterpillars which are 
feeding on the newly emerged oak leaves; 
these birds had a very poor breeding season 
last year (due to the weather), so hopefully 
they will fare better in 2017. 

If you find a young bird, 
it is always best to just 
leave it where it is (unless 

it is somewhere really 
dangerous, like the middle of 

the road!) the parents will be nearby and 
will come to feed and care for it until it is 

independent. 

Nowadays you have to be really lucky to 
hear a cuckoo; their populations continue to 
decline. Current research suggests that their 
survival depends on taking a particular route 
to and from their non-breeding grounds in 
Africa. If you do hear one calling, please let 
me know; all records are valuable! 

Do take time to listen to the bird song; even 
if you can’t make one of the many dawn or 
dusk chorus walks. It’s not vital to be able 
to identify each species, but there is plenty 
of information and assistance available for 
those who would like to learn more. 

Please remember that young birds and other 
animals (including farm animals) are very 
vulnerable, so please do keep your dogs on 
leads for the next few months. Also please 
respect signs which ask you to keep your 
dogs on leads in certain areas; there will be 
a reason for this request! 

Enjoy our countryside: it’s at its most 
beautiful in May. Visit the woods and 
farmland using our lovely footpaths. 

Eve Tigwell

May is surely the loveliest of months...

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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Chairman, Hugh Deed, reports on the latest happenings at the hall

We are planning a couple of small projects, 
one is to address the erosion damage done 
to the outside wall adjacent to the A362 
which in turn is causing damp on some of 
the inside of that wall. The second project is 
to modify the exit/ steps from the main hall 
into the bar area making them safer and 
make the storage cupboard in there more 
useful.

Sadly, there has not been sufficient interest 
in a ‘The Villages have Talent’ night later 
this year so it has been decided to drop that 
event from the calendar.

The committee is keen to support anyone 
wanting to put on any village-wide events 

Cinema Corsley’s last performance of the 
season was the highly acclaimed A United 
Kingdom. As announced last month we have 
been awarded our own movie projection 
kit by the British Film Institute (BFI). Their 
Neighbourhood Cinema project has 
agreed to provide equipment. As soon as 

we have received the kit and been trained 
more information will be published and a 
programme of movies planned.

The rates charged for the use of the hall are 
aimed to be very competitive and reflect 
the facilities used: Main Hall, Lower Room, 
Kitchen as well as duration of booking, etc. 
We cannot therefore publish a standard rate.

Full details about the hall and its facilities 
including how to hire are on the website or 
call Gill Parkinson to discuss. See website 
www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk 

If you would be interested in joining the 
committee please let me or Jenny Rutty 
know, or talk to any committee member. If 
you have any ideas or suggestions, please 
contact any of us. 

Hugh Deed
Chairman of Management Committee
chairman@corsleyreadingroom.org.uk 

or 01373 832897 

community news

Corsley Reading Room

Your ‘village hall’

Regular events run by other organisations
Lite Bites Lunches: third Wednesday of the 
month at 12.30 pm
Yoga: Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
Pilates: Tuesday afternoons

Events run by the Corsley Reading Room 
Management Committee
Coffee Morning:  
First Tuesday of the month 10 am - 12 noon
IT Classes/Club:  
Normally second Wednesday of the month 
10 am - 12 noon
Corsley Cinema 
Dates to be announced

Committee members include: Vanessa Hyde, 
Jackie Jasper, Sue Kerfoot, Gill Parkinson, 
Jenny Rutty, Jill Westgate, David Carruthers.



Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

Well, spring has finally arrived and following 
an excellent Playing Field spring cleaning 
day we are now all ready to go for the 
summer. We wanted to thank all those who 
came and helped on the day and continue 
to work hard through the year to make the 
field an inviting place for all to enjoy.

The big event of this year will be the Corsley 
versus Chapmanslade Bridge Trophy cricket 
match. As many of you know, it is the 6th 
year since the competition started and is 
always great fun for all those that attend. 
Whilst Corsley has won every year so far it 
is always extremely close and often down 
to one run separating the teams. This year 
Chapmanslade are confident they will be 
taking the trophy across Divers Bridge for 
the first time.

The match is being held on Sunday 28th 
May (see ad on page 16), has free entry and 
will have a children’s game before the big 
match, licensed bar, lunch and teas for all.

It is always a wonderful day for players and 
spectators and we hope you will attend.

The cricket wicket is in excellent condition 
with Ped and Simon having worked hard 
weeding, scarifying and mowing it to within 
an inch of its life. The cricket club has 
purchased a new bowling machine that has 
helped practice sessions greatly and is great 

fun for those of us who cannot bowl swing 
or bouncers! It has also allowed families 
to use the wicket with children who are 
interested in cricket, which is a wonderful 
sight.

If anyone is interested in playing cricket 
please let me know and we can arrange for 
you to come along to practice and even play 
on a Sunday.

As many of you will have seen, we have had 
a real problem with badgers over the winter, 
digging up the field and using it as a toilet. 
Besides the mess this has created it has also 
led to potholes across the field that have 
to be filled in to stop ankles being twisted 
and other injuries. We have mowed and 
rolled the entire field multiple times to get it 
into a fit state for everyone to use. Badgers 
have also broken fencing to get access to 
the field. The Playing Field Committee are 
currently assessing ways in which we can 
stop the badgers entering the field and 
causing damage and will let everyone know 
any measures that will be tried. As many 
of the village know all too well most of the 
remedies suggested or being offered have 
little or no effect on persistent badgers.

We look forward to seeing you at the Bridge 
Trophy cricket match on 28 May.



Historic country house setting    
Excellent working environment  .  Ample parking

Call 01373 832120

Offices to let in Corsley




