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CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME
We are a mother and daughter team 
running a professional, friendly agency 
specialising in:
24 hour live-in care
Helping loved ones stay in their own 
home, maintaining their independence, 
and
Domicillary Care
For short periods of time, perfect for 
clients who enjoy their independence but 
appreciate a helping hand.

Castle Care Wessex
Because your home is your castle

For more information telephone 01373 836767
email: castlecarewessex@btconnect.com 
www.castlecarewessex.com

Installers of:
	 Hands-free phone kits 
	 Parking sensors
	 Paint protection film and bumper kits
	 In-car TV/DVD screens
	 Lights, bars and beacons

Unit 8, Cory Way, West Wilts Trading Estate, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4QT 

Westbury ~ 01373 824073      Salisbury ~ 01722 320777
Mobile ~ 07976 931370          email ~ theautostyler@hotmail.co.uk      
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The Bridge
monthly village magazine

In this issue...

Bob’s Bafflers 
a cunning quiz	 page 8

Canopus 
fiendish puzzle	 page 16

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies	 page 19

Three Open Doors 
news from the pews	 page 21

Neighbourhood Watch 
through the keyhole	 page 26

From the potting shed 
filling the gaps	 page 29

News from the nest 
fledgling fun	 page 33

Countryside matters 
from over the hedge	 page 42

Local organisation adverts
(not trade)

£2.00 per month for a  
boxed advert

All monies must be at one of  
the two drop-off locations
(Barters Plant Centre or  

Acres Supply Garden Centre)
by 4pm on the 19th of  

the month.

Please note:
no cash, no advert!

Deadline

Deadline for articles 
or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 

4pm 19th May.

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Please submit your articles either by email  
to me at viv.thomas146@btinternet.com

or take them to either
Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, or
Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley.

If you are advertising, please don’t forget to include 
the advertiser’s fee. Small ads are 80p PER ITEM, local 

organisations (churches, playgroups, clubs, etc) who are 
advertising events are £2.00. News, reports, updates, 

thank you’s, etc, from individuals or local organisations 
are free - the more the merrier - keep ‘em coming! 

Space allotted for events adverts is always dependent on 
availability at the time.

From the Editor
At the time of writing this the sun is finally out 
and Spring has at last sprung. The Diary is full 
to bursting so there’s plenty of activities for 
all to enjoy – do go along to the inter-village 
cricket match on Bank Holiday Monday and 
cheer on your side!

Viv Thomas
Editor
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May
Thursday 2nd
Mobile library visits Corsley and Chapmanslade

Wiltshire County and Parish Council Elections 

Saturday 4th
Corsley litter pick – 11.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Sunday 5th
Charity Fun Day – 11.00am-3pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Tuesday 7th
Coffee Morning – 10.00 - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 9th
Chapmanslade Loose Women – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall (Zumba Gold Class)

Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 11th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Sunday 12th
Corsley Festival Choir Spring Concert – 7.30m, St Margaret’s Church

Monday 13th
Corsley Parish Council Annual General Meeting – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Wednesday 15th
Bag2SchoolTextile Collection – 9am, Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School

Corsley Gardening Club – visit to Larmer Tree Gardens – 2.30pm

Thursday 16th
Mobile library visits Corsley and Chapmanslade

Church and Community Coffee Mornings – 10.00 am - 12 noon, Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Chapmanslade Parish Council AGM – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 18th
May Fayre and Table Top Sale – 2.30pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Wednesday 22nd
Light Bites Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Monday 27th (Bank Holiday)
Corsley v Chapmanslade Cricket Match – 2.00pm, Corsley (see page 11)

June
Saturday 1st
Corsley litter pick – 11.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Tuesday 4th
Coffee Morning – 10.00 - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 6th
Chapmanslade Loose Women – 7.30

Saturday 8th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Elizabethan Evening – The Comedy of Errors – Manor Farm, Corsley

Monday 10th
Corsley Parish Council - Quarterly Meeting – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 13th
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Open Meeting, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 20th
Church and Community Coffee Mornings – 10.00 am - 12 noon, Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Sunday 23rd
Barbeque – Chapmanslade Village Hall

Wednesday 26th
Light Bites Lunch – 12.30, Corsley Reading  
Room 

July
Wednesday 3rd
Corsley WI annual summer outing to  
Weymouth

Thursday 4th
Warminster Area Board – 6.30 for 7.00pm, venue to be confirmed

Diary Dates

continued on next page...

Erratum
There was an error in last month’s Bridge. This year’s ‘Bargains in the Barn’ will be part of our May Fayre at Chapmanslade Village Hall on May 18th and not at High House Farm in July. Apologies for any confusion. Please see our advert elsewhere in The Bridge.

Phil Jefferson  on behalf of the Fundraising Committee.
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Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near Looe

Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

BRADFORD CLOCK REPAIRS
AND RESTORATION

Antique and modern clock 
repairs and restoration

Member of  
Clock and Watchmakers Guild

Collection and delivery arranged

01225 776436

Hayter
Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

J Dance
Plumbing and Heating
Flat 6, 49 Woodcock House
Woodcock Road, Warminster, Wilts
07767 743325
d1172@hotmail.com For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522

Thursday 11th
Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 13th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Thursday 18th
Church and Community Coffee Mornings – 10.00 am - 12 noon, Three Horseshoes

August
Thursday 8th
Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 10th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes 

Sunday 11th
Croquet and Boules – Chapmanslade Village Hall

September
Monday 2nd
Corsley Parish Council - Quarterly Meeting – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Sunday 8th
Mystery 450th Anniversary event – see future editions of The Bridge for further information

Thursday 12th
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Open Meeting, Corsley Reading Room

October
Thursday 10th
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

November
Thursday 14th
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

December
Thursday 9th
Corsley Parish Council Quarterly Meeting – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 12th
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School
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ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 

ANTIQUE AND MODERN 
FURNITURE

v FREE ESTIMATES v

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone Lesley  
01373 464870

HASL
Hyde Accounting Services (AAT) Ltd 

Accountant and Bookkeeper
We specialise in working with small businesses 

to provide plain-speaking, focussed accountancy 
including Self Assessment tax, VAT, payroll and CIS

Vanessa M A Hyde MAAT

The Forge, 104a Corsley Heath 
Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7PP

01373 832700, or 07740 468003 
vanessa@hydeaccounting.co.uk 

www.hydeaccountingservices.co.uk

McCulloch
        F U R N I T U R E

Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Libraries
Studies • Media furniture • Offices • Freestanding

The Workshop, Bruton Lane, Upton Noble, Somerset, BA4 6AH
Telephone 01749 850000  Fax 01749 850055  Mobile 07887 892633

enquiries@McCullochfurniture.co.uk
www.McCullochfurniture.co.uk

We can also advise new 
businesses with no prior 
accounting knowledge

Piano Exam 
Success

The following pupils of Debbie Rickhuss 
have achieved Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music qualifications.

Huw Lee	 Grade 1

Sam Botsford	 Grade 1 

Martha Vaughan	 Grade 2

Natalie Crowe	 Grade 3 with Merit

John Wider	 Grade 4

Clare Tomlinson	 Grade 5 Theory with Merit

Well done to all of you!    

Debbie Rickhuss 
01373 832 829  
Temple, Corsley

Chapmanslade 
History Group

To date this newly formed group has eight 
members. Our intention is to write and 
publish a history of Chapmanslade from 
prehistoric times to the present day. 

We hope to gather information by:
•	 Walking every part of the parish to 

record historic features
•	 Collecting and dating artefacts lying 

on the surface of fields
•	 Studying documents, photographs, 

maps and newspapers 
•	 Talking to present and former residents

We would like more people to join us. If 
you are interested please contact Joyce 
on 832845 or by email phil.jefferson@
virgin.net

Chapmanslade litter 
pickers

We will be meeting opposite 
the Three Horseshoes at 
noon on Saturday 11th 
May. We provide all the 
necessary equipment 
and spend about an 
hour or so collecting litter 
from the High Street and 
surrounding area.

Phil Jefferson
01373 832845

Corsley litter pickers

We meet opposite the Royal Oak 
at 11am on the first Saturday of 

each month. Our next ‘pick’ 
is on Saturday 4th May – do 

come along and help keep 
our village beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and  
Sue Taylor

Litter pickers
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Bob’s bafflers
1	 How many seconds are there in three hours?

2	 Who was the female lead in the film “Singing in the Rain”?

3	 Where were the Spode Pottery Works established in the 1760s?

4	 “Welcome to my World” was the first UK top 10 hit for whom in 1963?    

5	 What did the Owl and the Pussycat dine on?

6	 Winston Smith is the central protagonist in which novel?

7	 Barwick Green is the theme tune to which radio series?

8	 In maths, what name is given to an angle between 180 – 360 degrees?

9	 Who wrote the 2011 ‘romantic’ novel “50 Shades of Grey”?

10	Which constituency does David Cameron represent as an MP?

11	The hyoid bone is located where in the human body?

12	What had the slogan “Looks good, tastes good and by golly, it does you good”?

Answers on page 44

• Insurance approved 5 lever mortice locks
• Yale, Chubb, uPVC, garage door & window locks
• uPVC door adjustments
• Replacement of faulty uPVC window hinges and 

misted glass
• Fully insured
• All work guaranteed
• Police checked

Rapid Entry Locksmiths are an independent 
locksmith company based in Warminster.

We offer a full range of locksmith services 
for all types of locks and doors from 
insurance upgrades to lock replacements 
and repairs

We provide a prompt reliable service that is 
second to none.

            01985 213244 or 07795 143228               www.rapidentrylocksmiths.co.uk

Apr – May Asparagus, rhubarb, broad beans
Jun – Sept Strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, tayberries, loganberries,  
 blackberries, redcurrants, blackcurrants, herbs, salads, vegetables
Jul – Oct Cherries, apples, plums, greengages
Oct – Dec Christmas trees
Free range eggs. Also chickens, ducks, quail and geese for sale

PYO THOULSTONE PARK NURSERIES, BA13 4AQ

Open Tue - Fri 1pm - 6pm 
 Sat - Sun 10am - 6pm
Closed Mon

Phone Helen 
or Steve 

01373 832138

The pub Chapmanslade deserves
the three horseshoes

threehorseshoeschapmanslade

Open daily from 10am-11pm serving delicious home cooked
food (12-3pm & 6-10pm Mon – Sat. All day Sun.) Enjoy a

refreshing drink in our beer garden with spectacular views
of Longleat and Cley Hill or indulge with of one of our
regular meals deals by the warm, open fire on a bitter

winter’s day. We organise monthly events featuring live
music, comedy and much more!

Call us on 01373 832 211
Follow us on Facebook for more details.

The Elizabethan Evening 2013 brings you

The Comedy of Errors
Saturday, June 8th, Manor Farm, Corsley

Once again we wait with quivering (or is that shivering) anticipation of the first glimpses of 
Mays’ darling buds and their little pink heads peeping forth.
But what, I hear you ask, of the character Nell, perhaps better known as Luce and her 
prodigious proportions about which the world can be mapped.
Perhaps Dr Pinch is more your draw, the very model upon which the character Snape from 
Harry Potter is based?
The answers to all these conundrums will be revealed and so much more when you join us 
for our rollicking 11th year of theatrical therapy – better known as the Elizabethan Evening 
2013.
For performance and supper ticket details contact me good lady Claire on 01373 832113.

Yours 
Sen. Brick-Fellow Malting’s

Bearer of Caesars vinegar stick



Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

Fully insured and highly trained for the professional treatment of :
Corns · Callus · Cracked heels · Athletes foot · Verrucas

Fungal infections · Thickened nails · In-growing nails
Diabetic foot care · Nail cutting · Nail reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on 01373 836734 or 07728 200402
Clinic appointments at 18 Bridge Street, Frome

(home visits also available)

GARDEN CARE

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

• Fencing erected and repaired
• Hedges cut    • Small trees felled
• Lawn moss control and removal
• Lawn scarifying and cutting
• Paddock cutting    • Rotavating
• Patio and conservatory cleaning

For a friendly, cost effective and 
reliable service

Please call Gerald Gasgoigne on
07506 373335 or 01373 832613

 For children aged 2 - 5 years 
 Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm

 Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
 visit and a free trial session for your child

 After-school Club open 3.15pm-6pm, 5 days  
 a week – term time only

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Tuesday 6.30pm-7.30pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Odele 07860 472894

At the crease     Corsley Cricket Club News

First the bad news; due to 
lack of support we did not 
hold a presentation evening. 
The trophies have now been 
engraved and can hopefully 

be presented at the Double 
Wicket Competition on 28th April. So again 
I have to warn that without support the club 
is still in danger of folding. Anyone, over the 
age of 14, is welcome to come to senior 
practice on Wednesday evenings, 6.30pm 
onwards.

Unfortunately due to my work commitments I 
will not be able to start with the juniors until 
mid May and Fred will not be able to 

manage on his own due to ‘dodgy knees’! 
I will contact Sue White when we are in a 
position to start up.

On a happier note, the match against 
Chapmanslade on Bank Holiday Monday 
(27th May) will definitely go ahead. This 
of course is for the honour of holding the 
coveted Bridge Trophy. Refreshments will be 
available during the afternoon, including a 
bar. Fun will commence at 2.00pm. Anyone 
over the age of 12 wishing to play will be 
welcome. The actual format of the game(s) 
will be decided on the day – anything could 
happen!

AR Pearce 
(Club Captain)
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Fixtures for May/June	 June 9 Dinton (h)

May  5  Red Star (h)	 June 16 Deverills  (a)	

May 19 Mells  (h)	 June 23 Keevil (a)	

May 27 Chapmanslade (h)	 June 30 Witham Friary (a)

Chapmanslade 

Loose Women
Please note the next meeting  

will take place on  

Thursday May 9th (not 2nd) at  

Chapmanslade Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Gina Fry will be running a Zumba 

Gold Class – hopefully we will be 

keen enough to start a class in 

Chapmanslade!!!

Chat and refreshments after the session, 

so please come to watch or take part!

Visitors welcome!

The mobile library service  
visits next on:

Thursday 2nd May

10:10 - 10:30  
Corsley, by the Royal Oak pub

10:45 - 11:00  
Chapmanslade, outside 132 High St

11:05 - 12:00  
Chapmanslade, by the school

Future dates for this round are:
 Thursday 16th May
 Thursday 30th May
 Thursday 13th June



Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes

May Fayre
and Table Top Sale

Saturday 18th May at  
Chapmanslade Village Hall  

from 2.30 pm

Cream teas
Plants . Produce

Raffle . Bottle stall
Children’s activities
50/50 Club Draw

Table Top Sale -£10 per table.  
You keep the proceeds or donate to your  

favourite charity or to church funds.  
Book your table by phoning Phil Jefferson (832845) 

All welcome – do come along, enjoy the sunshine, and  
help us put the fun into fundraising for our churches

Phone Stella Bayman (832230) or  
Phil Jefferson (832845) 

for further information or offers of help



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Piano Tuition
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss LLCM BEd
Teacher Pianoforte and Theory

reasonable rates ~ 01373 832829

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Clare Merritt
Quality upholstery and loose covers

Curtain make up and poles
Fabrics supplied  .  Carpets supplied/fitted

Blinds made to measure
01373 464993                            Established 1973

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories
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Clues across
1	 In favour of a trial demonstration? (7)
5	 Internet home for arachnids (7)
10	Proceed quickly to suspend a wrong! (4)
11	Destroyed by aid created sensibly (10)
12	Thing one may take exception to? (6)
13	 In addition, Maureen is excited with tights at first (8)
14	Medics surrounding theatre’s opening – that’s fishy! (9)
16	Enthusiastic to agree anyhow! (5)
17	Thespian’s objective having searched the artiest 

agencies (5)
19	 Information gained from 500 in week-long wrangle (9)
23	A live lot, temperamentally unstable (8)
24	 I am hardly flushed, despite being run through! (6)
26	Relief after over-indulgence at the races, maybe? (5, 

5)
27	Dance about to give one the once-over (4)
28	Methodical hospital aide? (7)
29	 Isn’t it hell? Assume the negative! (7)

Clues down
2	 Portion infrequently relished in Wales? (7)
3	 Appoint it legally within a caption (5)
4	 Phantom regarded with dubious respect 

(7)
6	 Puzzle solved by Elgar’s alternatives? (6)
7	 On which to raise cats up – or down! (9)
8	 Arena where 17ac. is housed? (7)
9	 Used to repair end-grain linen? (7, 6)
15	Finding the smashed Grail in the ruins of 

Rome causes such a fuss (9)
18.	Private soldier is a porter nothing disturbs 

(7)
20	Scrap day this month for Pentecost (7)
21	All gone out to see the sailing ship (7)
22	Fuel that embodies elastomeric content 

(6)
25	Bean beat? (5)

Canopus
1

9

10

12

14

17

23

26

28

2

18

3

15

4

11

22

19

13

5

29

6

20

24

16

7

25

27

8

21

Doodle pad

solution page 44

The most important news this month is 
that nominations for election of Parish 
Councillors on Thursday 2nd May are now 
all in. Disappointingly, these numbered only 
seven for the nine seats and the Returning 
Officer has issued formal notice that all 
nominated are elected to the Parish Council 
unopposed. There will thus be no election 
for Corsley Parish Council on 2nd of May. (I 
hasten to add that there will be a contest for 
our West Wiltshire Council representative, 
so please don’t forget to vote on 2nd May in 
this election).

Those now elected to the Parish Council are 
myself, Mike Butler, Robin Chapman, Olly 
Hares, Judith Helliar, Gill Parkinson and 
John White, subject to formal declarations 
of acceptance of office. Malcolm Holley 
has retired and Michael Clarke did not seek 
re-election. 

The Parish Council can and will continue to 
exercise its role with the numbers elected, 
but we are duty bound to try and fill the 
two vacancies. The process that will be 
followed is that the Parish Council will co-
opt new members selected from those who 
express an interest. Any of you who wish 
to be involved in local affairs and help to 
influence what happens in Corsley please 
apply to me by 12th May, applications to 
be accompanied by a personal statement 
giving your reasons for wishing to become 

community news

The Vice-Chairman’s update on the 
forthcoming PC elections

Corsley Parish Council

Your council needs you!

a Parish Councillor 
and a brief CV 
all on one 
side of A4. 
These will be 
considered 
at the AGM 
on 13th May. 
Also at the AGM, the new Chair and Vice 
Chair will be elected.

Our Parish Clerk, Sally Evans, will be 
standing down at the end of April and 
we hope to have a new Clerk in post 
by the date of the AGM. I would like to 
publicly record our huge thanks to Sally for 
fifteen years of service to the PC and her 
enormous contribution to the supporting 
administration, without which we could not 
have functioned.

Since last month, there has been one 
occasional PC meeting, primarily to consider 
three planning application, the new elephant 
‘retirement’ compound in Longleat, a 
garage/workshop re-build in Dertford and 
an extension replacement in Sturford Lane. 
The PC recorded no objections to any of 
them.

Neil Britten – Vice Chairman 
01373 832515
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Professional Childcare
Qualified, approved and registered.

A tailor-made, personal service.
Local and surrounding areas.

Call 07883 025476
denise.m.rawlings@mypostoffice.co.uk

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Tables, chairs, bureau, chests,  
long case clocks, mirrors, etc.

Veneer repair, polishing and waxing.
Mr Lovatt 01225 764206 or 07709 687137

Collection and delivery service

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059 or 07779 247961
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by

Domestic Appliance Spares and Repair Service

Domesticare
Mike, David and Sue Wye

21 Keyford, Frome

01373 467351

01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Longleat Forestry
Picket Post, Warminster

Wiltshire, BA12 7JS

firewood logs

coal

kindling

woodchip

mulch

rustic poles

firelighters

christmas trees

01985 213507

Non-members are very welcome to join us for the following activities:
Coffee Morning	 5th March, 10-12 noon, Corsley Reading Room
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, venues as per programme
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4pm, Corsley Reading Room
More details on the Gardening Club and Bridge Club from Pauline on 01985 215760

At the open meeting on 11 April 2013, Julie 
James gave a talk about ‘Seafarers Tales’ 
to members and visitors. Julie is a ‘Ships 
Visitor’ and works at both Southampton 
and Poole Docks in a voluntary capacity, 
welcoming sailors arriving on container 
ships from abroad after many months at sea. 

The crews often come from warmer climes 
such as India or the Philippines, have never 
been to England, do not speak English 
and are completely unprepared for our 
freezing cold winter weather and the bitter 
winds on the high decks. Wearing hard hats 
and high visibility jackets in a dangerous 
dock environment, Julie works with other 
volunteers and takes woolly hats and neck 
warmers for the seafarers, giving out as 
many as a thousand hats in a week! Over a 
million seafarers come in every year but they 
have barely any time ashore and the ships 
are usually docked quite a distance from the 
town centre. However, a Southampton based 
charity for sailors’ welfare has a minibus 
which can take the men to a room provided 
in the security office, where they have access 
to the internet, are able to call home and 
rest and relax for a while from their tough, 
lonely and dangerous jobs. 

Once the men understand that she is 
offering them hats, treats and church 

newspapers which 
include articles 
written in foreign 
languages, the gifts 
are enormously 
appreciated. Val 
Benbow thanked 
Julie for a most interesting talk. 

The new President, Carol Seward reminded 
members of the various events organized 
by the Wiltshire Federation and our own 
summer outing to Weymouth on Wednesday 
3rd July 2013.

Certificates were presented to Di Dowling, 
Cath Fricker and Judith Helliar for passing 
the recent Food Hygiene Course.

The draw for a Bursary to attend Denman 
College was won by Cath Fricker.

The competition for a fish in any medium 
was won by Gill Parkinson with Caroline 
Higham second and Edna Ferrier third.

The next meeting is on Thursday 9th May at 
7.30pm when we shall be discussing the WI 
Resolution on the decline of our high streets 
and town centres. Phil Jefferson will also 
give a talk about ‘Local Radio and Me’. The 
competition is for an old radio.

You do not have to live in Corsley to come 
to our WI, we also have members from 
Chapmanslade, Warminster and Frome! If 
you would be interested in joining us to see 
what we do, please come to our meeting in 
Corsley Reading Room or contact Carol on 
01373 832446.

news from the ladies

Corsley WI
May News



• Loft conversions
• Plastering
• Floor & wall tiling

• Roofing
• Natural stonework
• Repairs & maintenance

Phone 07894 708949
Email cmseviour@gmail.com

Chris Seviour
Building Services

LAWRENCE
FAIRFIELD

Limited

Little Cuckoo’s
Pre-School

Lyes Green, Corsley 
(next to the Corsley Centre)

For children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and  

Friday– 9am - 3pm
Mother and baby group starting again in 

April. Please see ‘News from the Nest’ for 
more details or give us a ring

Contact Hayley McMahon 01373 832298 
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk

If you’re looking for something a  
little bit different, then come to  

The Little Flower Co.

All our flowers are fresh and well loved, 
as are our staff, so anything you send or 
receive from us will feel exactly the same!

We cater for all budgets & styles and can 
send flowers to all corners of the globe.  
Go on, make someone smile today!

Call Frome 01373 467726 

Warminster 01985 216570

Or check us out on-line  
www.thelittleflowerco.co.uk

and on Facebook

Electrical Contracting
01373 464577

Fiddington – Berkley Road – Frome 
Somerset – BA11 2EE

Email: enquiries@lawrencefairfield.co.uk
Web: www.lawrencefairfield.co.uk

Building a positive reputation

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Automatic right of membership to  
residents of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Good courts        Low subscriptions

Contact either  
Jenny Bishop 01373 832834 or  

Sue Newell 01373 825560

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

The Rector writes:

In April, our parish held its Annual Parochial Church Meeting. This 
is like the annual meeting of any organisation. It gives an opportunity 
to review the past year, to look at the organisation’s finances, to look 
forward to the events of the current year and very importantly to thank 
‘supporters’ for their continuing commitment.

The present financial climate is challenging for us all. Most people find 
themselves ‘watching the pennies’ a little more than in the past as they 
try to find ways to economise. This is true domestically. It is true for 
our churches. It is quite right that the members of any organisation 
support it financially. However, not many organisations with relatively 
small membership have the responsibility of maintaining listed buildings 
of which our parish has three.

There are frequent misconceptions about church finance. Many people 
assume that churches are supported from central funds. This is NOT the 
case. Congregations all over the country are expected to contribute to 
their respective dioceses, [in our case - Salisbury] in order that clergy 
stipends, housing and pensions can be paid. This payment is known 
as ‘the Share’ and calculated annually, and is based on the number of 
worshippers/members. That cost is in addition to the general running 
costs incurred keeping our churches open and in use. There is a 
significant and increasing shortfall between income and expenditure, 
particularly noticeable for upkeep of fabric.

It is sometimes frustrating when financial matters take so much time 
and energy. However, given the size of the challenge with which 
congregations are faced, it is not so surprising. In the meantime, enjoy 
the rich heritage that our churches are, and rejoice that they continue to 
be valued and available!

With every blessing
Norma Payne     

	 Three Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER



May Church Diary

Wednesday 1st May:  Patronal Festival
10.15am at St Philip & St James, Chapmanslade  

Eucharist to celebrate Patronal Festival

v

Sunday 5th May:  Rogation Sunday
9.30am at High House Farm, Corsley  

Eucharist

v

Tuesday 7th May
10.30am – Time to Think. Details from Phil on 832845

7.30pm - Post Alpha. Details from Richard on 832594

v

Thursday 9th May:  Ascension Day
11.00am at St Philip & St James, Chapmanslade

Eucharist

v

Sunday 12th May:  Sunday after Ascension
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade Eucharist

11am at St Mary’s, Temple
Matins

v

Tuesday 14th May
10.30am – Time to Think. Details from Phil on 832845

v

Thursday 16th May
Church and Community Coffee Morning 

from 10am at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Saturday 18th May
May Fayre and Table Top Sale

from 2.30pm at the Chapmanslade Village Hall

v

Sunday 19th May:  Pentecost
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade  

Eucharist

v

Tuesday 21st May
7.30pm - Post Alpha. Details from Richard on 832594

v

Wednesday 22nd May
12.30pm to 1.30pm at Corsley Reading Rooms

Light Bites Soup & Bread Lunch - details Pat on 832650

v

Sunday 26th May:  Trinity Sunday
9am at St Mary’s, Temple
Holy Communion 1662

10.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley
Parish Family Worship

The bells will be rung from 10am

v

Tuesday 28th May
10.30am – Time to Think. Details from Phil on 832845

v

Sunday 3rd June
9.30am at St Margaret’s, Chapmanslade

Eucharist
The bells will be rung from 9am



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel

Copy for 3 Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 3ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’.

May Fayre and Table Top Sale
Saturday 18th May 
Chapmanslade Village Hall, from 2.30pm

Cream teas – Plants- Produce –Raffle – Bottle Stall

Children’s Activities – 50/50 Club Summer Draw

Table Top Sale - £10 per table.  You keep the proceeds or donate to your favourite 
charity or to church funds. Book your table by phoning Phil Jefferson (832845

All welcome – Do come along, enjoy the sunshine, and help us put the fun into 
fundraising for our churches.  Phone Stella Bayman (832230) or Phil Jefferson 
(832845) for further information or offers of help

Rector	 Rev. Norma Payne	 01985 841321 
	 The Rectory, 6 Homefields, Longbridge Deverill,  
	 Warminster, Wilts. BA12 7DQ (day off is Monday)

revnpayne@btinternet.com
Assistant Priest	 Rev Di Britten (days off are Monday & Friday)	 01373 832515
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273
	 Gay Maynard 	 01373 832490
Churchwarden	 Charles Thackway	 01373 832048
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Philip & St James – Janet Aylesbury 	 01373 832752
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Margaret’s – Judith Helliar 	 01373 832803
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Mary’s – Harcourt Gough 	 01373 832039
PCC Secretary	 Phil Jefferson 	 01373 832845
PCC Minute Secretary	 Sue Fear 	 01373 832074
PCC Treasurer	 Keith Muston 	 01373 832755
Planned Giving Officer 	 Judith Helliar 	 01373 832803
Choir Leader	 Marion Muston & Claire Tanner	 01373 832755
Tower Captain	 Dick Collins 	 01373 832789
50/50 Club	 Neil Britten	 01373 832515
Electoral Roll	 Michael Taylor	 01373 832566
Team Office	 Dick Collins (Cley Hill Villages Benefice)	 01985 215460
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There has been a spate of nuisance 
telephone calls recently by a company called 
Direct Response Systems attempting to sell 
alarm systems. I am aware of a number of 
residents, including me, who have been 
contacted by this company. I received the 
email below from our PCSO, which explains 
the Police response to this type of direct 
selling. If you are considering installing 
an alarm or upgrading an existing system, 
you should contact a NACOSS registered 
installer, your home insurance company, or if 
you have a neighbour who has one ask who 
they used.

“I have received a couple of 
emails today from local residents 
who have received cold calls from 
a company trading under the name 
of “Direct Response Systems”.  
The callers are offering very 
cheap or free alarms in return 
for an appointment to survey 
your property with a view to 
installing an alarm system. There 
is intimation in the sales script 
that this is part of a Crime 
Prevention Initiative, which is 
being run in conjunction with 
local Police.  The calls are 
originating from the number 0121 
270 0730

Wiltshire Police do not work in 
conjunction with this company or 

with any other companies selling 
alarm systems.

If you wish to purchase this type 
of product I would recommend that 
you do not buy from companies that 
cold call to make an appointment 
with you, as you simply do not 
know who they are. Trading 
Standards and Age Concern both 
have schemes where you can find or 
verify legitimate companies (Buy 
with Confidence/Approved Traders).I 
have spoken with Trading Standards 
today and they would like to hear 
from anyone who has an appointment 
with this company. If you have 
please let me know and I will 
forward details to them.

Kind Regards
Caroline Wright

PCSO, Warminster NPT (Rural)”

Another email arrived in my inbox from 
our PCSO, which I have copied below for 
you for you to read containing, amongst 
other things, useful information about the 
Telephone Preference Service. 

“I have just received the 
information below from our 
Community Safety Team as we have 
had a few of these calls in and 
around the area. Cold Calling is 
on the increase and some heavy 

Alarming increase in cold-callers targeting local residents

Corsley and Chapmanslade

Neighbourhood Watch

community news

pressure sales tactics 
are being used to sell 
products, especially in the 
area of Home Alarms.  Trading 
Standards and the ‘Op Liberal’ 
National Team are looking at 
a number of companies who are 
acting fraudulently in this area. 
Reducing the number of cold calls 
will inevitably reduce the number 
of offences.

Unsolicited (cold) calls and mail 
are not only a nuisance, but can 
also lead to pressured sales 
and sub-standard goods being 
sold at premium prices. To avoid 
unsolicited sales calls and mail 
in the future you should remove 
your personal details from any 
sales lists. This can be done by  
registering with the Telephone 
Preference Service (a free 
service)

www.tpsonline.org.uk
or by phoning 0845 070 0707.

Registering with the Mailing 
Preference Service is also a free 
service.  

www.mpsonline.org.uk
or by phoning to 0845 703 4599.

Electoral registers
Electoral registers are updated 
each autumn and are lists of 
all the names and addresses 

of everyone who is eligible to 
vote. There are two editions of 
the registers; a full register 
which is used for elections, 
preventing and detecting crime and 
checking applications for loans 
or credit and the edited register 
which is publicly available for 
marketing and any other commercial 
activities. When renewal notices 
arrive, consider only registering 
for the full register by opting 
out of the edited register. 
Further information can be 
found on www.direct.gov.uk/en/
governmentcitizensandrights.”

Mike Bird
Corsley Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
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   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

There are jobs to be doing, bedding to be 
planted out and, as summer is just around 
the corner, some plants are flowering 
already. So now May is here, you can see 
what you’ve got, where the gaps are and 
what didn’t survive all that frost and snow 
in January’s big freeze... Maybe it’s time to 
think about a few additions to your garden?

Herbaceous perennials are a fantastic way 
to add height, fill in the gaps and add 
colour to your garden so here are a few 
good additions to any garden.

Penstemon - Bright, colourful flowers that 
add a little height even in tubs.

Dahlia - Blooms continuously throughout 
the summer and there are hundreds of 
varieties to choose from.

Heuchera - Vivid foliage of lime greens, 
apricots and purples. The feather-like flower 
spikes appear in summer and it keeps its 
leaves year round. A perfect plant to fill in 
and add contrast between all those showy 
blooms.

Lupin - A plant which adds a splash of 
colour in any border, and fills in the gaps 
between low growing and tall perennials.

Delphinium - Beautiful bushy plants with 
tall flower spikes in blues, purples and 

pinks – makes a great background for lower 
planting schemes.

Hosta - Great ground cover plants – the 
foliage comes in silvery blues, greens of all 
shades and variegated varieties, adding 
interest to any boarder. The flowers are not 
often desired however they are very pretty in 
their own right.

Foxglove - The epitome of cottage style 
gardens, will self seed (meaning every year 
you’ll see them spring up somewhere  
else in the garden), giving it a more  
natural, less regimented feel.

And if herbaceous  
perennials aren’t  
for you why not try  
out some summer  
bedding schemes  
or plant some  
shrubs to transform  
your garden this  
summer. Your local  
garden centre will  
be more than happy  
to point you in the  
right direction.

Rob White
Acres Supply Garden Centre  
Corsley

At this time of year everything is just coming into its own, the perennials are 
poking up and the spring growth is making everything look like it’s flourishing.

from the potting shed

Spring in full swing

Filling in the gaps...



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 

c 

Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

DF

;

Catering specifically for funerals.
All our food is homemade, therefore, should you have a  

special request, perhaps a favourite cake...
just ask and we will do our best.

Telephone Kim Clark on 01373 832151

;

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

Rose Knight

House sitting and dog and cat minding service
Tel 01373 464904      Mobile 07773 435254

ROGER PATCH
GENERAL BUILDERS

Now offering purpose-made joinery

We can now offer a purpose-made joinery service to  
complement our general building business

Please ring us for quotations on windows, doors, stairs, etc.

Cedar Cottage, Wolverton, Zeals, Wiltshire, BA12 6LW

Telephone 01747 840449   Mobile 07971 686973

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283

Contact Sharon Marie on 07941 383883

Specialised mobile catering 
to suit your event

Tree Tops
Catering

All types of sash and wooden windows
suitable for Listed Buildings

Ian Gallagher
Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR

Tel: 01373 474637  Mobile: 07929 938419
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk

•	 Renovation
•	 Replacement
•	 Draught-proofing
•	 Small	repairs
•	 Replacement	cords,	pulleys	

handles, weights, glazing

Weatherproof
Windows Co.
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s feature of ‘News from the Nest’ from  

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School in Lyes Green, Corsley.

Thank you to everyone who came and supported the Easter Egg hunt at little 
Cuckoo’s. We all had a great time and even the sun made an appearance! There were 
lots of activities for the children, a fab raffle and excellent funds were raised. 
Thank you to John and Judith Helliar for judging the cake competition and to all 
who entered. Congratulations to Joey White and Edward Butler who won first prizes 
for their cakes.

Our theme this term is ‘Spring’. We will be painting and making flowers and plants, 
and looking at all of the changes that the season brings. Towards the end of the 
month we will hold another ‘stay and play’ session and incorporate some Spring 
activities into these sessions. We will also have a visitor to talk to the children 
about dental health. 

The Little Cuckoo’s website has been re-launched and updated. Please have a  
peek to keep up to date with all the important dates and upcoming events at 

www.littlecuckoos.co.uk

Bag 2 school will be collecting from Cuckoo’s on wednesday 15th May. All donations 
of unwanted textiles will be gratefully received. Bags will be sent and handed out 
although you can send items in any bag but please bring them to school by 9am for 
collection. For more info, bags or collection please contact Becca on 01373 832206.

There will be a table top sale at Chapmanslade Village Hall on May 10th. Little 
Cuckoos will have a table so please bring along any unwanted toys, books.

Don’t forget our baby and toddler group has re-started and runs monthly on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month in term time from 10-11.30 am. Do come along and say hello! 

Lucy Harnell

Opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9am - 3pm

Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10am - 11.30am

For more information, please contact Hayley on 01373 832298  

www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk

Something a little 
special is planned for 
September, so keep 

Sunday the 8th free in 
your diaries.

Q: What’s big, reddish and 450 years old 
this year?

A: I’m not telling, well not yet at least.  You’ll 
have to wait for later editions of the Bridge 
to find out.

But what is happening, is a fabulous Community 
lunch to celebrate 450 years of that something 
special in Corsley. Now it’s not very often 
that you get wind of a 450 year anniversary, 
but 2013 sees something very special being 
celebrated and a limited number of people (450 
to be precise) from both sides of the Bridge will 
have the opportunity to be fed, entertained and 
modestly watered at no expense to themselves. 

The one tiny catch? You will have to apply for the 
free tickets in advance.

See future editions of this august periodical for 
details of how to apply nearer the time.

Ye gads Batman what can this all mean? 

Ps Anyone seen the Maypole?

Rumour has it that many moons ago either 
Chapmanslade or Corsley had a proper 
Maypole. Sadly no-one seems to remember what 
subsequently happened to it. 

If you know of its current location or its fate 
please let us know. We might need it for 
September. I’m sure a coat of paint and some 
new ribbons might be needed to resurrect it to its 
former glory.

Yours in perpetual erectitude,  
Sir Alphonse de Witt

Exam 
mistakes by 
children...
The greatest writer of the Renaissance 
was William Shakespeare. He was born 
in the year 1564, supposedly on his 
birthday. He never made much money 
and is famous only because of his 
plays. He wrote tragedies, comedies, 
and hysterectomies, all in Islamic 
pentameter. Romeo and Juliet are an 
example of a heroic couplet. Romeo’s 
last wish was to be laid by Juliet.

Solomon had three hundred wives and 
seven hundred porcupines.

Milton wrote Paradise Lost. Then 
his wife died and he wrote Paradise 
Regained. 

Ancient Egypt was inhabited by 
mummies and they all wrote in 
hydraulics. They lived in the Sarah 
Dessert and traveled by Camelot.

Queen Elizabeth was the ‘Virgin 
Queen’. As a queen she was a success. 
When she exposed herself before her 
troops they all shouted “Hurrah!”

Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world 
with a 100 foot clipper.

Julius Caesar extinguished himself on 
the battlefields of Gaul. ... Dying, he 
gasped out: “Tee hee, Brutus.”

Gravity was invented by Isaac Walton. It 
is chiefly noticeable in the autumn when 
the apples are falling off the trees.
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I will never identify pupils and I do not ever 
mean to mock, but it is incredible how 
varied people are in their ability to learn to 
drive. You can have one pupil who has 2 
lessons, who is safer and more in control 
than one who has had 20 lessons. What one 
pupil can grasp and do in one go round a 
roundabout can take another pupil 10 or 
more goes, and even then they are still at 
the deadly dangerous stage.

Under pressure, of course, even the most 
logical rational pupil will stop at green traffic 
lights and go on red lights. Signalling left 
and checking the left shoulder to move into 
a right hand lane is not uncommon. You get 
the picture....

I remember ‘Doreen’. Doreen’s front door 
was 10 feet from the road, yet she would 
always appear dressed in 3 cardigans, 
overcoat, a scarf and woolly hat, and then 
take 10 minutes to carefully remove all 
this cladding and place it on the back seat 
before getting in. After spending far too long 
adjusting the seat and mirrors, she would 
invariably stuff the seat belt into her pocket 
and be most surprised when it popped back 
out again.

When finally settled and we’ve got up and 
running, her regular quote was ‘ I knew 
something was wrong when the car started 
bouncing ‘.

Parked cars were a nuisance that should not 
be parked where they were because ‘ they 
should have known she was having a lesson, 
and anyway hitting them would teach them a 
lesson not to park in inconvenient places ‘.

Other traffic should always make way 
because ‘ we had L plates on the car and 
other traffic should always give way to 
learners’. Hmm...

Cyclists didn’t matter because  ‘they did not 
pay road tax and therefore should not be 
on the road’. So naturally she ignored all 
cyclists regardless of their innocence and 
existence.

I had to admire her determination to learn 
to drive, and so long as I saw progress, i.e. 
that she would achieve getting a licence, 
then I felt morally OK with continuing her 
lessons. She knew she would take longer 
than her friends I had taught, but finally she 
did pass.

Cheers all round. Her daughter then 
decided to learn, and a brisk 19 lessons and 
4 months later, she passed. Now Doreen’s 
daughter drives her mother everywhere and 
Doreen’s driving is confined to commentary 
from the passenger seat, which I am sure is 
a great relief to readers, although probably 
not so well received by her daughter...

Steve Dayman-Johns

Having been a driving instructor for almost 30 years I thought readers might 
enjoy reading some of the things I have experienced.

recollections

Tales from the 
passenger seat

We are pleased to announce that the school 
has organised a textile collection with 
Bag2School in order to raise funds for Little 
Cuckoo’s Pre-School.

Bag2School are the UK’s leading textile 
recycler and fundraiser working with schools 
and since its inception in 2001 they have 
now paid out over £8 million.

As well as raising vitally needed funds for 
our school, it also helps the environment 
by helping to divert unwanted textiles away 
from landfill. A recent DEFRA report has 
shown that textile collection schemes are 
helping to reduce the volume of textiles 
discarded as municipal solid waste. However 
it is a fact that as a nation we still send 
1,081,000 tonnes of textiles to landfill every 
year.

By getting involved in our Bag2School 
collection, you have an opportunity to sort 
through your cupboards and wardrobes 
and donate unwanted textiles in the bag 
provided – this can include adults’ and 
children’s clothes, shoes (tied together 

please), hats, belts, bags, soft toys, curtains 
and bedding (not duvets or pillows). We will 
receive £500 per tonne or £0.50/kg which 
will be a great boost for our fundraising. In 
addition it will also raise awareness amongst 
the children of the benefits of recycling and 
reuse.

If you fill the donation bag and still have 
more then you can use any other bag to 
donate your items and don’t forget to ask 
grandparents, friends and neighbours to 
have a sort out as well!

Bag2School will be collecting from our 
Pre-school on Wednesday 15th May 2013. 
Please bring your bag (or bags!) to Little 
Cuckoo’s Pre-School, Lyes Green, Corsley 
before 9am and help us have a really good 
collection.

Many thanks indeed for helping us with this 
unique fundraising opportunity.

Rebecca Clements
(Little Cuckoo’s Fundraiser)

Any queries please phone: 01373 832206

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School  
Textile Collection

Wednesday 15th May at 9am



Whitbourne 
Chapel

“Who do you think you are?”

“Who do you think you are?” is a popular 
TV programme about celebrities’ family 
trees. It is also a question everyone needs 
to answer. A group of children answered 
it for me. They called at the manse with 
these alarming announcements: “His 
goldfish died this morning,” “My dog’s got 
a stiff leg,” “My hamster’s got spots,” and 
“My cat’s coughing a lot.” I waited to be 
asked to pray. Instead the eight-year-old 
spokesperson said, “So we’ve come to see 
how you are!” I assured them I was well and 
they seemed disappointed that the drama 
had ended.

Long after, a poster appeared on the London 
Underground. “There probably isn’t a God!” 
This was followed by another, proclaiming, 
“There probably is a God. If so, then 
what He thinks of you is more important 
than what you think of Him!” Let the old 
translation from the book of Proverbs direct 
us: “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 
That’s as true for you as it is for me!
	 Contributed by Reverend K Sobey, 

our preacher for 5th May.

ABC of God’s promises 

J for Jesus said, “I am with you always, to 
the close of the age.” 

Matthew. 28.20

Prayer 

“Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see 
my failings, open my heart to receive your 
discipline, and open my will to embrace 
your loving purposes.” 

Bill Crowder, a regular contributor for  
‘Our Daily Bread’ Bible reading notes.

Service of God’s Blessing

Ricky and Becky Oliver wanted a Service 
of God’s Blessing in the Chapel, following 
their registry office wedding last year. This 
was held on Saturday 6th April and the sun 
shone, the birds sang and the bride looked 
beautiful. Thanks are due to Kath Pickup 
and Steve and Mandy Bain, whose floral 
decorations made the Chapel look stunning 
on the day. The couple are having a belated 
honeymoon in Berlin.

May preachers:
5th	 Reverend K Sobey, retired Baptist Minister
12th	 Mr P Mitchell, Stationmaster at Castle Cary
19th	 Mr A Coxhead, Landscape Gardener
26th	 Mr C Andrews, Civil Servant

Regular times
Every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes.
Favourite hymns + tea party every third Sunday in the month at 5 to 6.30

House-group Bible study every Tuesday at 7.30

Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07883 025475

Hardwood logs for sale
cut to size required

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

One 250 sq ft room 
left. Historic country 
house setting. 
Excellent working 
environment.

Call 01373 832120

Office to let – Corsley

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
A friendly welcome in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse with quality en-suite bedrooms 
and a hearty breakfast   

Lyn and Fraser Mills ~ 01373  832858
Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4AE     
www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

The Bride and father
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Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller 

meeting room and kitchen facilities 
all available for hire

Parties • clubs • meetings • classes • etc
Contact Rosemary Collins for details

01373 832789

NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

Expectation and 
Disappointment
Caroline Le Vine, counsellor in Corsley 

When were you last disappointed? What 
was it that disappointed you? The cold start 
to spring? A friend letting you down? The 
team you support losing a match? We do 
love to plan ahead, to know what’s going 
to happen, to get what we want. We hope, 
we anticipate, we expect. There are times 
when hope can keep us going through 
the tough patches so it can be a force for 
good. Very easily, though,we can get stuck 
in anticipating the future and expecting 
a particular outcome. And, regardless of 
how we may see ourselves sometimes, 
we can’t control everything. In fact, when 
it comes right down to it, the only thing 
we can control is...ourselves. Not the 
weather, not our friends, not the team we 
support and so on. So, if we can’t control 
people and things beyond us, how can we 
avoid disappointment when events don’t 
go our way? It might look impossible but 
I’d say that, given that we do have some 
control over ourselves, we could explore 
the possibility of changing, lowering or 
even dispensing with our expectations. 
Radical, perhaps, but: no expectations; no 
disappointments. 

The other thing about expectations is that 
they have us living in the future and not in 
the right-here-right-now. And that, if you 
agree with the Buddhists and many others, is 
all we have. No-one knows for sure what’s 

going to happen next. (If we did, we’d never 
be disappointed - and round we go again 
– but we’d never be amazed and filled with 
joyful surprise, either.) Not knowing and 
uncertainty are, like it or not, part of the 
human condition. If you prefer certainty, 
you’ve got it: right here, right now. But you 
ain’t got it anywhere else. So, how about 
trying to really be present in this moment. 
Appreciate and accept it for what it is and 
how it feels to you. Easy for me to say, 
right? Absolutely. Being present (or “being 
mindful”) is a practice not a decision. You 
have to work at it. I have to work at it. Hard. 
And I forget often and find myself sliding 
forwards, anticipating the future, expecting 
things from it and being disappointed 
when I don’t get them. And that’s when 
I gently remind myself to be here, now. 
It works. Have a go! Enjoy the match for 
itself regardless of the final score; love your 
friends for who they are not what they do for 
you; appreciate the sun when it shines and 
the warmth and dryness of your home when 
it doesn’t. Just for a minute.

If you’re facing disappointments, perhaps 
I can help. You can find me at www.
carolinelevine.co.uk . I practice at St 
Margaret’s Church, Deep Lane, Corsley. 
A first half hour meeting with me is free of 
charge.  07817 192008; le_vine@sky.com



27 High Street, Warminster,  
Wiltshire, BA12 9AG 

Telephone  
01985 988192

Email  
sales@bluebellkitchens.co.uk

Computer sales • repairs and upgrades • wired and wifi networks
New and refurbished laptops and computers

Apple Notebook and iPhone
01373 865400    •     sales@notebooks2go.co.uk    •     www.notebooks2go.co.uk

51 Haynes Road, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3HD

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

We offer a range of care and accommodation to cater for the varying needs of retired and elderly 
people, either in the full care of Wren House, or assisted living in our two Coach House flats. 
Alternatively, more able and independent elderly people may choose to purchase an Orchard 

Retirement Apartment, with the assurance of care facilities close at hand.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds - Manager
Wren House, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163 
Mobile 07976 252045

Small, friendly B&B with a twin and double room  
and off street parking

Call Liz on 01373 300759
103 High Street, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AN

www.tholdbluehouse.co.uk

the old
Blue House

NSM BUILDING & 
ROOFING

For all your plumbing roofing and 
general building requirements 

Contact Nick Madelin 
Tel: 01380 830 370 

Mobile: 07766 102 034

Over 25 years experience  

Credits in City & Guilds

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

PILATES
Small group classes  

and 1:1 tuition
Improve your posture and mobility 

Lengthen, strengthen and tone 
Rehabilitate after injury

Classes in Warminster and  
Horningsham

www.hhpilates.com
Call Caroline on 07734 904193

David Noble
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

• Complete installations
• Minor works/repairs
• Testing
• Intruder alarms
• Lighting design

5 Swaledale Road
Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 8FH

Tel 01985 214630
Mobile 07970 618232

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fields and paddocks



May is the month that most farmers and 
country lovers enjoy. The daylight hours 
are longer, the soil temperature is such 
that germination and growth of plant 
life is inevitable, whilst animals and 
birds start to show off their young.  

We have experienced 15 months of quite 
extraordinary weather, drought in the early 
months of 2012, exceptionally wet weather 
during the summer and autumn, and then 
some of the coldest months in living memory 
from November – March.  We hope that 
Spring is just around the corner, and that 
the cows and young stock will soon be seen 
enjoying grazing the fresh-grown grass, that 
lambs will be seen frolicking in the fields and 
crops, including potatoes and maize, can be 
planted.  

The first cut of grass should be harvested in 
mid May and put into a silage clamp: an 
essential feed for cattle next winter.  First 
there will have to be rolling, harrowing 
and fertilising for at least six weeks before 
there is any chance of harvesting the grass.  
This Spring we seem to have an incredible 
number of mole heaps, which must be 
flattened and the soil re-distributed so that 
the soil is not dragged up into the grass 
silage damaging the machinery and making 
the silage buterric (rancid).  So when you 
see those lovely striped grass fields, it’s not 
just to look pretty.  

It has been a real treat to see a hedge in the 
village being traditionally laid: sadly some 
work on farm hedgerows was not completed 
before the cut-off date of March 1st.  Birds 
and small wild animals need the hedges for 
nesting, feeding and cover.  

Most of our winter-visiting birds have moved 
on now, although the Fieldfares, Redwings 
and Bramblings were very late leaving this 
year.  Now we can look out for our summer 
visitors: Swallows, Martins, Whitethroats, 
Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers, Blackcaps and 
Garden Warblers should all be here.  Listen 
for their songs and calls, especially that of 
the Cuckoo.  

An annual blessing service called Rogation-
tide takes place on May 5th in our Parish, 
when everyone is very welcome - casual 
clothes and welling tons are advisable.  Just 
look out for signs for the Farm.

Judith Helliar
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As a relatively new member of the Parish 
Council (2 years so far) and likewise a 
relatively new member of the village (having 
only lived in the village for some 11 years 
now!), I thought it was appropriate to drop 
everyone a line to reinforce the good work 
that the Parish Council collectively does on 
behalf of the village and, hopefully with 
your vote, you will allow me with others, to 
continue to apply ourselves as your Parish 
Council.

I am delighted that we now have an article 
in The Bridge every month which gives 
you an insight into what goes on at Parish 
council meetings, a suggestion I was keen 
to propose. Those meetings are of course 
public and all are welcome. I am sure we 
would like to make them a less stuffy affair 
and therefore if anyone wishes to express 
their views on certain matters then there 
should be an opportunity to do so. The 
Parish Council should not be seen as a 
‘closed shop’.

There are a number of important issues 
facing the village. Managing the impact of 
the Steiner School is one and there remains 
uncertainty as to how long and to what 
extent their occupation of the former school 
site will be. I am sure the villagers have a 
view here?

Traffic issues will always remain at the top 
of the agenda for as long as the main 
road carries such heavy traffic; the Parish 
Council remain vigilant in their efforts to 
make Corsley a safer environment. Crime 
too is of importance and I am sad to say 
that only recently we ourselves were subject 
to a garden shed break-in – a problem that 
seems to blight many rural properties.

Encouraging opportunities for the young in 
the village also remains important. Whilst we 
may have lost our traditional school, we do 
need to ensure that we preserve as many of 
the remaining facilities for the young  – the 
playing fields and other recreational areas 
including the Reading Rooms.

Corsley is a great village in a wonderful 
setting with fantastic opportunities and I 
would be delighted if you were able to 
support me when it comes to voting on 
Thursday 2nd May.

Mike Butler

(Editor’s note:
Please see page 17 for clarification on 
the voting situation as Mike’s article was 
received before the PC’s Vice Chairman’s 
report.)

Don’t forget to cast your votes on the 2nd May

community news

Working with villagers to take matters forward

Corsley Broadcast
“April is a promise that May is bound to keep”

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters

Woodland Walk 
Thursday 23rd May

The footpath walk in May will start at the 
Triangle, Friggle Street at 6.30 – hopefully 
to see some bluebells. We may end the 
walk with a pub supper. Well-behaved 
dogs welcome. Phone Judith Helliar on 
01373 832803 for more information. 



Small ads
80p PER ITEM (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

CanopusAnswers to Bob’s Bafflers

1	 10,800 

2	 Debbie Reynolds 

3	 Stoke on Trent 

4	 Jim Reeves 

5	 Mince and slices of quince 

6	 1984 

7	 The Archers 

8	 Reflex 

9	 EL James 

10	 Witney

11	 In the throat (it supports the tongue) 

12	 Mackeson

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert. All monies must be at one of the two  

drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 4pm on the  
19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £21.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £38.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £52.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £65.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £88.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.
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WANTED
Help in large garden one day per week. Mainly grass cutting (ride-on mower)

07785 743232 (Short Street)
FOR SALE
Quantity of Devon quarry stone suitable for walling, garden feature, pond edging, etc. 

01373 832146 for details



FROME MOTOR COMPANY
(formerly Manor Road Motor Company)

157a The Butts, Frome, Somerset, BA11 4AQ

www.fromemotorcompany.co.uk

Car and commercial vehicle sales
• MOTs arranged

• Servicing cars and small vans     •General repairs
FREE pick up and delivery available from 

Frome/Corsley/Chapmanslade area

Telephone 01373 451372   Mobile 07971 539046

Email fromemotorco@hotmail.co.uk 

Frome Heating Specialists
M A Knight

01373 832578
Heating and plumbing engineers specialising in:

Solar heating
Oil and gas boiler servicing

Boiler replacement
Energy management

Pressurised hot water systems
Underfloor heating systems

Family business established 1964
Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

FHS



Acres Supply
For all your gardening and aquatic needs

John White Landscape
Providing an all-round design and landscaping service
A family business established in 1970

Bay Tree Farm . Corsley . Wiltshire . BA12 7PP . 01373 832591 . acressupply.com




