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Frome Heating Specialists
J L and M W Knight

Heating and plumbing engineers  
specialising in:

Oil and gas boiler servicing
Boiler replacement

Energy management
Pressurised hot water systems

Underfloor heating systems
Frome family business established 1964

Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

Call 01373 832578
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February saw the launch of  an 
extension to the food support being 
offered by the COV-AG group in 
Chapmanslade. From the early stages 
of  the pandemic, the need for food 
boxes became apparent. A public 
appeal was launched, and donations 
have allowed the group to provide 
freshly purchased essentials to anyone 
in need. This has been quietly 
building up, as the effects of  the 
lockdowns and associated job and 
self  employed work reductions have 
increased. Quite naturally people 

have been attempting to weather this from 
their own resources, however, now we 
are reaching the anniversary of  the first 
lockdown it became clear that as well as 
those who need full assistance, there are 
others who are finding themselves with a 
shortfall in their food cupboards. 

The COV-AG group considered what 
to do, and decided to provide an open 
‘Larder’ in the village, where anyone can 

community news
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New!

Chapmanslade Support 
Service



pick up packet and tinned foods.  From the 
very beginning, the church has been a core 
member of  the COVID relief  and caring 
effort in the village. The funds raised for food 
boxes have been held in the church accounts 
and, as a charity, it was possible to add gift aid 
on those donations. When the call came for a 
covered place to put the Larder, it was quickly 
established that the porch in St Philip and St 
James’ Church was the best place to put it. 
In addition, it was felt that this scheme, along 
with the expanding food box arrangements 
should be insured. The result is that both 
schemes have been fully adopted by the 
Church Parish Council (PCC).

Churchwarden Ian Buick commented: “As 
one of  the COV-AG team as well as my job 
in the church, I am delighted that we are able 
to host the Church Porch Larder, and offer 
complete backing for both schemes. It was a 
logical extension to the fund administration 
we have already been involved in. It is also 
exactly the kind of  support the church is 
dedicated to provide to everyone in our 
community, and I would like to thank the 
members of  the PCC for their immediate 
approval when the idea and possible location 
were suggested.”

The Larder is open 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. It is possible to collect items needed 
from the container in the church porch. 
Donated packet and tinned items which are 
in date, are also welcomed, and can be put in 
the container. There is no upper limit, as any 
surplus or slow moving items will be sent to 
the Warminster and District Food Bank, who 
are always delighted to receive donations.

It isn’t clear how long support is going to 
be needed, but COV-AG organisers have 
confirmed that as long as there is a need, it 
will be in place, not just for food, but in all the 
other many ways they have been working to 
bring relief  and a real sense of  community to 
the residents of  Chapmanslade.
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Playing Field confusion
It has been brought to our attention that there 
is some confusion about the management of  
the Corsley War Memorial Playing Field.

The playing field is managed and 
maintained by the Corsley War Memorial 
Playing Field

Committee and is an independent charity. 
The Parish Council provides a donation each 
year that goes towards insurance but has no 
control or authority over the Playing Field.

If  you need to know anything about the 
field please contact either:

Marion Liquorice
07796 544 565

marion @nmc2.co.uk

Corsley War Memorial

Playing Field

The Elizabethan Evening

HMS Pinafore
Your humble scribe managed to get the day 
and date wrong for this year’s performance.

We will be holding the performance on 
Sunday, yes SUNDAY, the 1st of  August. my 
apologies for saying it was Saturday 7th.

I’m off for little light flogging for getting it 
wrong, if  it’s nice I’ll go for a heavier flogging 
later on.

We are still planning for the performance to 
go ahead in August. Our COviD crystal balls 
are just about as foggy as HMG, but here’s 
hoping that all of  the COVID restrictions 
will have been eased sufficiently for this to go 
ahead as planned

We will be keeping you up-to-date as things 
progress and here’s hoping we’re not in lock-
down 4 in August. 

So keep hale and hearty my little lovelings

Dr Neil Carpenter
07919 057 997
neil@nmc2.co.uk
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Our doctors and 
nurses have never 
been valued so highly 
as the present, with 
our hospitals battling a 
national health crisis and 
our NHS administering 
an unprecedented 
vaccination program. 
Our scientists, too, are 
being recognised for their 
incredible service to the 
country, with the ongoing 
research in British laboratories helping us to 
understand and combat the COVID-19 virus. 
However, as any parent who has grappled 
with home-learning will be well aware, there 
are certain heroes in our community whose 
incredible dedication to their profession does 
not receive enough recognition amidst the 
COVID chaos: teachers. 

A very special delivery
To recognise this, Chapmanslade’s 
COVID-19 Action Group (COV-AG) decided 
to say a special thank you to our village’s 
incredible teachers and staff. With the help 
of  donations from generous members of  our 
community and cupcakes kindly donated 
by The Secret Baker in Westbury, Charlene 
Ridler, the head of  COV-AG, organised a 
delivery of  27 care packages for all local 
teaching and support staff. On Friday 22nd 
January, a number of  COV-AG volunteers 

filled gift bags with cupcakes, hand cream, 
tissues, lip balm, biscuits, and a number of  
other treats to deliver to the village school 
and nursery, as well as to some homes in the 
village. 

In the words of  Lou Bell, one of  the COV-
AG volunteers, “the teachers need all the 
motivation and appreciation we can give at 
this difficult time”. Without a doubt, COV-
AG succeeded in showing the appreciation 
felt by all of  the residents of  Chapmanslade, 
parents in particular; and although this small 
gesture of  gift-giving is a mere symbol of  
the thankfulness we all feel towards teachers, 
reaching out to those in our community 
who are making a real difference feels more 
necessary than ever during this 3rd lockdown. 
Whilst the dark January days stifle our 
motivation to persevere through the next few 
months, it is these displays of  community 
spirit that shine as a light to guide the way 
forward.

say “thank you” to local teachers and staff

community news

Chapmanslade’s

Coronavirus Action Group



Hayter
Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance 
and home improvements

S B Services

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

 
Six bedrooms including downstairs room with shower 

room (sleeps 12). Private access onto beach. 
Top class facilities including wi-fi. Pets allowed. 

Please ring Sandy Parrish 01373 832522 for details.  

 



James, Rob and Adam, former employees of Roger Patch Ltd are pleased to introduce...

CMP Complete Ltd 
General Builders
19 Swaledale Road, Warminster, BA12 8FH

James 07801 868288 
Rob 07766 905131
email cmpcompleteltd@gmail.com

HETAS registered to fit woodburners

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Home 01373 832430

Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street 
Warminster, BA12 8PS

Please contact us to  
arrange an appointment 

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Bride 
 by Design
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I would hope by this means, in the future, 
that some of  the  inaccuracies and 
misapprehensions which have surfaced might 
be avoided. This is largely a repeat of  the 
notice I posted in The Bridge in late 2019.

The Fund was set up in 1991 by Corsley 
Parish Council in memory of  Len White, 
a well known and respected resident of  
the village. The Parish Councillors are the 
Trustees and the objects of  the Charity are:
•	 “ To pay the income from the Charity Fund 

for the benefit of  the pupils of  Corsley   
School, in such manner as the Corsley 
Parish Council think fit, or

•	 If  Corsley Primary School closes, for the 
benefit of  the children living in Corsley  
between the ages of  five and eleven years 
for educational purposes as the full Corsley 
Parish Council shall think fit.”

If  the Trust is regarded as ‘failed’ the Deed 
allows its assets to be given to “…such other 
charitable institution or institutions having 
similar objects to those of  the Charity as the 
Trustees shall decide.” Exhaustion of  the 
funds available for distribution could be one 
such reason, but please note that the fund is 
not in that position at the present time.

In 2019 the Trustees put the then position 
to the village with a suggestion for the Trust’s 
‘winding up’, this having been endorsed by 
Len White’s family. Just three responses were 
received and all were against the proposal. 
The comments were taken on board at the 

time and money allocated in the PC spending 
plans for the replacement of  the Heath bus 
shelter. Len White money will not be used for 
this project.

The intention had been to put a notice in 
The Bridge last month seeking bids for the 
Trustees to consider, but this didn’t happen. It 
is now in this edition of  The Bridge with an 
extended deadline over that published on the 
Bridge website and on Facebook.

Please use my contact details below if  you 
wish to discuss any aspect of  the Fund.

Neil Britten
Chairman, Corsley Parish Council/

Len White Trustees
pc.corsleynb@gmail.com

01373 832515 or 07810 764714

There has recently been a spate of posts on Facebook about PC business,  
some relating to the Len White fund, and I thought that it would be  
helpful to re-state the origin and purposes of this fund

community news

Clarification of the...

Len White Trust Fund

For up-to-date information such as 
occasional parish council meetings,  
church services, previous editions of 

The Bridge, local clubs and activities, 
business listings, and other useful 

information, please visit 
www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Want something added? Just email 
the Editor with your request!
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Bob’s bafflers
1	 The Academy Award winning song ‘When You Wish Upon A Star’ was written for which 

1940 film? 

2	 In which English county is Jodrell Bank?

3	 Where would you find vitreous humour?

4	 In which radio programme (1965 – 68) would you have heard the characters Dame Celia 
Molestrangler, Binkie Huckaback, Daphne Whitethigh, Rambling Syd Rumpo and Julian & 
Sandy?

5	 Which artist painted The Scream?

6	 Mount Rushmore is situated in which USA state, North Dakota or South Dakota?

7	 Who wrote the science fiction thrillers ‘The Day of  the Triffids’, ‘The Midwich Cuckoos’ and 
‘The Kraken Wakes’?

8	 Gary Sparrow was a time traveller in which situation comedy?

9	 Which breed of  dog shares its name with a coastal region of  Canada?

10	 Which TV show was created by Peter Fluck and Roger Law?

11	 Which town in the Netherlands is famous for its pottery and porcelain?

12	 What is the sum of  Charles, Williams and Henrys that have been King of  England?
Answers on page 40

Corsley Old 
School Orchard

There has been great progress on the hedge 
laying with the whole of  the bottom boundary 
completed by time of  publishing. No further 
work will be done this year as the sap is rising 
and the birds will soon be looking for places 
to nest. To compensate for the trees being 
removed as part of  the hedge laying we have 
put up a number of  bird and bat boxes. We 
have also managed to plant some additional 

apple and pear trees over the winter.
Finally, we wanted to thank Rick Gunning 

from Wessex Rural Crafts (WRC) who has 
kindly donated significant amounts of  wood 
chip to allow us to mulch around the trees and 
for the Wild Flower meadow team to cover 
their bank.

Neil Carpenter



Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions:

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone 

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email
kennethdavies1949@gmail.com

Yoga classes
Corsley Reading Room

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm
Wednesdays 5.30-7 pm

(other classes also available)
Jackie Jasper

01373 832301   yogawithjackiej@gmail.com

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk

www.yogawithjackiej.co.uk



BUSY BEES PRE-SCHOOL
SPACES AVAILABLE FOR

SEPTEMBER 2020
•	Term-time only 8am to 5pm,  

Monday to Friday
•	2-4 year-olds
•	 Government	funded	hours	for	 

2, 3 and 4 year-olds
Busy	Bees	Pre-School 

High	Street,	Chapmanslade,	BA13	4AN
Kelly Martin 07749 257608

busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk
OFSTED	Reg:145873																							Charity	No:298660

Rose Knight
Dog and cat  

minding service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

 Karina
 Mobile Hairdresser
 Tel. 01373 832823 
Mob. 07742 690337

Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

 



Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Qualified & Experienced Counsellor
Lisa Adams Dip.Couns. Reg.BPC

Weekly sessions offered for adults on an  
open-ended or short-term basis according  

to individual requirements.
Online sessions available

Tel: 07904 843122 
email: lisaadams.corsley@gmail.com

Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

 Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

email stevekdj@gmail.com
Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648



In 2018 Wiltshire Council delivered five 
affordable bungalows in Baytree Close.​ This 
year, as part of  a new 10 year programme of  
affordable house building, the Council will 
be looking to build a further eight houses on 
the field next to Baytree Close.  ​This new 
development will be a mix of  homes for social 
rent and shared ownership.  The houses will 
be virtually carbon neutral in operation which 
will mean lower heating bills and they will be 
largely built off site, reducing the construction 
time on site.​

Wiltshire Council has consulted with the 
Parish Council on this layout and will be 
applying for planning permission in the next 
few weeks.  In normal circumstances, at this 
stage, the Council would arrange a public 
consultation meeting with local residents 
to seek feedback on the plans, but this is 
not possible at the moment because of  the 
lockdown. Instead, if  you would like to make 

any comments on the proposed layout, please 
email christine.brown@wiltshire.gov.uk or post 
to Christine Brown, Residential Development 
Project Manager, Wiltshire Council, Bythesea 
Road, Trowbridge Wiltshire BA14 8JN, with 
your comments by 12 March 2021. 

The plan set out includes a possible site for 
a new village hall. This is an option being 
explored by the Parish Council but is not part 
of  the current development.

If  you are interested in being considered 
for any of  the new homes, you will need to be 
registered on Homes4Wiltshire 

www.homes4wiltshire.co.uk/content/
howtoapplyforhousing

as soon as possible so that you can join 
the bidding process when the houses are 
completed. ​

Christine Brown
Residential Development Project Manager

Housing Assets and New Developments

Affordable housing for 
Corsley Heath
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We are also looking for a person to join the 
growing team on the nursery. Horticultural 

skills essential.  Applicants will need computer 
skills and to be a fast learner

Barters Plant Centre and Nursery 
Job opportunities

We are looking for a person to join our 
Sales Support Team, with computer skills 

including Office 365 applications  
(particularly spreadsheets), Sage 50,  

website and/or social media

Please email with CV to nigel@wearne.co.uk stating which job you are applying for
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White Hart
Corsley

You might have noticed our new 
trailer! The plan is to extend the 
White Hart smokehouse and offer 
some amazing smoked food on the 
road, really getting our name out 
there and creating a destination 
pub. In these strange times we 
really have to think outside the box.

Available for private functions and pop 
up, we hope to be EVERYWHERE!! 

All our meats are smoked in our smoke 
oven on-site in the pub kitchen. Using 
infused wood chips to create the most 
delicious slow and low smoked meats. 
From brisket to pulled pork, sausages 
chickens we smoke it all...

We thought this would be a fantastic 
opportunity during lockdown as we want 
everyone to know about our pub and our 
unique food offering. Our takeaway menu 
has brought us huge success and we really 
wanted to show it off. 

The White Hart food trailer is a 100% 
an extension of  our pub and what we 
have built so far and we can’t wait to take 
it on the road! We really hope this will 
create new jobs, new opportunities and 
really put the White Hart, Corsley on 
the map. We also hope to use the trailer 
to continue our work feeding people less 
fortunate than ourselves. We’re really 
looking forward to 2021 we’re soooo 
ready for this. 

It is amazing that our village has 
managed to keep all three of  its pubs 
during this difficult year. Long may it 
continue. 

Len White 
Trust Fund
Bids for Donations 

2020/21
The Len White Trust Fund was set 
up in 1991 in memory of Len White. 
Its basis was a donation from Len’s 
estate and contributions from the 
village, with the intention of using 
interest from the funds to help 
pupils of Corsley School. 

Its secondary purpose, in the event 
of the School’s closure, is to disburse 
the income of the Fund:
‘for the benefit of the children living 
in Corsley between the ages of five 
and eleven for educational purposes 
as the full Parish Council shall think 
fit’.

The Trustees of the Len White Fund 
(Corsley Parish Council), invite bids 
for the financial year 2020/21.

Information and details required for 
any bids can be obtained from John 
Willcox, Parish Clerk (01371 832171).

Bids should be submitted to John by 
5th March 2021, on paper to: 

Little Orchard
Lyes Green
Corsley

or by email to  
corsleypc_jdw@aol.co.uk



Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service. 
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fi tted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fi tted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fi x and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  ◆  Commercial  ◆  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Contact Nick or Roy on 07590 986261 or 01373 832026

royderham@acertreesurgeons.co.uk

www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk

The Old Post Offi ce, 85 High Street, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AN

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are Wiltshire based, and 
approved by the Arboricultural Association. 
Our team are all NPTC qualifi ed and fi rst aid trained 
and proof of insurance is sent out with every quote

Tree removal – dismantling and felling

Crown reductions, re-shaping and pruning

Hedge cutting

Stump grinding 

Qualifi ed surveys and management of trees

Free no-obligation quotations and health check



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions  
we are taking orders for delivery or collection  

via our website only.
The stock is updated at least once a week and there 
is a minimum order, so why not team up with your 
friends, family or neighbours to make up an order!

‘Passionate about Plants’
Shrubs  u  Perennials  u  Trees  u  Roses  u  Conifers

Climbers  u  Fruit Trees  u  Hedging  u  Soft Fruit  u  Seeds
Bulbs  u  Basket Plants  u  Bedding  u  Vegetable Plants

National Garden Gift Vouchers

www.barters.co.uk
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Colin Bell rounds up the PC’s activities in February

The PC met virtually on 11th February. 
Councillor Phil Holihead chaired the meeting 
at which there were five councillors present. 
Two members of  the public were also 
welcomed to the meeting. 

Parish COVID Action Group 
The excellent work of  the COVID Action 
group has been formally recognised by 
Dr Andrew Murrison, the MP for South 
West Wiltshire. Dr Murrison sent a letter 
from the House of  Commons to the Chair 
of  the group, to express gratitude for the 
commitment and support which the group has 
provided throughout the current pandemic 
to all Champanslade residents, especially to 
vulnerable residents within our community. 

Parish Plan
Following a positive discussion about the 
Parish Plan, it was reiterated that this remains 
a useful consultation document and that 
numerous steps had already been taken to 
address identified needs. For example, the 
PC’s progress connected to traffic, now 
expanded to include pavements. Additionally, 
to promote well-being and access to the 
countryside it was agreed that the PC’s 
remit regarding public footpaths will now 
also include cycleways. As a next step, the 
Parish Plan steering group will meet to review 
progress on other initiatives and to consider 

how the Parish Plan contributes towards the 
wider Neighbourhood Plan. The steering 
group will report back to the PC in due 
course. 

Barters Farm development 
The PC has led a nomination process for the 
naming of  new roads on the development. 
This involved consultation with residents of  
the village including Chapmanslade School 
children, Chapmanslade History group and 
members of  the PC. Thank you to all who 
participated, especially to the children and 
teachers of  Chapmanslade School. The 
following names have been formally submitted 
to the developers and Wiltshire Council for a 
final agreement. 
•	 Barters Drive - the main road through the 

estate
•	 Honey Grove or Gardens - spur road
•	 Weavers Glade - spur road 
•	 Barnard Close, Gardens or Row - spur road 

Newland Homes are yet to publish their 
construction method document. This is 
expected to be completed as part of  the 
Discharge and Conditions Application 
which is due to be submitted to Wiltshire 
Planning soon. The PC agreed to write to 
Newland Homes to determine if  important 
considerations such as the routing of  

www.chapmanslade.org.uk
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construction vehicles to and from the site and 
the preservation of  the footpath along the 
north side of  the site will be included. For the 
period of  construction, the PC agreed to add 
the Barters Farm development as a standing 
item on the PC agenda. 

Finance
The updated budget plan and accounts 
for 2020/21 were discussed and agreed. 
Estimated amounts for Church grounds 
maintenance and connected to the 
Village Hall were included. No further 
transactions are proposed for the remainder 
of  the fi nancial year.

Wiltshire Council consultations, 
maintenance and enforcement actions
Wiltshire Council consultations connected to 
the Local Plan and the Gypsy and Travellers’ 
Plan were discussed. The PC will submit a 
response to each consultation by the closing 
date of  9 March 2020. 

In addition to consultations, the PC 
continues to liaise with the Wiltshire Council 
Parish Steward in relation to maintenance 
matters, which include the frequently blocked 
and fl ooded drains in Huntenhull Lane near 
to the Old Rectory. This fl ooding causes 
signifi cant access and health and safety 
challenges to pedestrians, runners, cyclists, 
motorists and other road users. 

The PC discussed Wiltshire Council 
Enforcement Actions. The PC recognise that 
due to the pandemic, Wiltshire Council are 
not conducting site visits. The PC remain in 
contact with Enforcement Offi  cers as they 
follow due process. 

Planning applications  
20/10074/LBC - Thoulstone Farm
No objections were raised on this application 

20/11277/FUL - High Street 
No objections were raised on this application 

20/11607/FUL - Mill Lane, Huntenhull 
Green, Corsley

No objections were raised on the 
proposed construction. However, the PC 
raised concerns connected to potential 
environmental issues including the increased 
number of  livestock and the protection of  
local wildlife. 

Next Parish Council meeting
The next Chapmanslade Parish Council 
meeting will be on 11th March at 7.30pm. 
This will be a virtual meeting. Members of  
the public encouraged to attend. For further 
details and to attend, please contact the PC 
Clerk via chapmansladepc@yahoo.co.uk by 
6pm on Tuesday 9th March. The PC look 
forward to welcoming you. 

Colin Bell
Parish Councillor 

The census is taking place in 
March 2021.
It’s a survey that happens every 10 years 
and gives us a picture of all the people 
and households in England and Wales. It 
helps plan and fund public services, like 
transport, education and healthcare.

By taking part and encouraging others to 
do the same, you’ll help make sure you and 
your community get the services you need.
Nearer the time, you’ll receive more 
information. There’ll be plenty of help to 
take part for people who need it.
Find out more at www.census.gov.uk 
Follow the census 

@Census2021

Including everyone in Census 2021

2



Domestic Appliance Sales and Repair Service

Domesticare
21 Keyford, Frome

www.domesticarefrome.co.uk
01373 467351

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533

WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 813132
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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Dear Friends,
If anyone had told me last Easter that there would be the distinct possibility that we 
may not be able to celebrate Easter in church together this year I don’t think I would 
have believed them. Everyone I speak to expresses the same weariness of spirit; yes 
we all know we are very lucky to live where we do and to have roof over our heads, 
we know we are lucky to have access to a vaccine but still, this lockdown seems 
interminable. 

I’m writing this letter the day after Ash Wednesday and by the time you read it 
we will be several weeks into Lent. At this point I’m supposed to say something 
about Lent being a time of preparation for Easter when we make a concerted effort 
to deepen our relationship with our maker.  Traditionally we do this by giving up 
certain things to make more time for prayer, or doing some kind of course to help 
us see the error of our ways. As Bishop Nick said in his wonderful sermon from the 
cathedral last night, in the present context it feels as if we have been asked to give up 
enough already, and quite frankly, the thought of having to wade though a challenging 
course makes me want to lay down in a dark room and never come out; I am doing 
a little something, but it’s simple. Because if I, with my husband and dog, am feeling 
exhausted and drained, I really cannot imagine how those of you who are working, 
home schooling your children and doing all the other things you need to do to stay 
alive, are feeling. 

In his poem entitled ‘Ash Wednesday’ T.S. Elliot wrote ‘Teach us to sit still,’ which 
is good idea for Lent, the thought being that if we just make the effort to stop for 
five minutes we might be better able to open ourselves up to God and apprehend his 
presence with us. But that’s not helpful if every waking minute is taken up in simply 
trying to get through this weird, soul sapping time. Thinking about all this, yes, I 
agree with Elliot, if you have the time to intentionally ‘sit still’ in God’s presence, it 
is a wonderful and helpful thing to do. But I also want to say that being completely 
snowed under with the business of day to day living, doesn’t mean that God is 
nowhere to be seen; if God is love, then where love is, God is too. And it’s love that 
is being lived out in the caring and the home schooling, the endless churning out of 
meals, the story reading and the trying to keep everyone happy. Granted, it may not 
feel like love sometimes, but it is.

I’ve got a beautiful hand painted quote from the bible hanging on my study wall and 
it reads: ‘Bidden or not bidden, God is present.’ And I suppose that’s what I’m trying 
to say; whether you couldn’t care less about Lent, and I can quite understand if you 
don’t, the one who created you, who loves you, who knows you, is with you in all the 
messy, joy and sorrow of your life
Love and prayers
Pauline

	 Six Open Doors
CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org



March Church Diary

This diary has been prepared on the basis that restrictions on  
movement will still be in force. By the time this edition is published,  

hopefully there will be more clarity

All our other parish support facilities are still functioning,  
so please don’t hesitate to get in touch with anyone on our contacts list  

if you need help or advice

Details of the Zoom services will be sent to all on our contacts list  
each week. All these services are for everyone in the Benefice.  
If normal services should return, we will advertise the change

v

Sunday 7th March
10am online Morning Prayer
5pm online Evening Prayer

v

Sunday 14th March
10am online Morning Prayer
5pm online Evening Prayer

v

Sunday 21st March
11am online BCP Matins  

5pm online Evening Prayer

v

Sunday 28th March
10am online Eucharist

5pm online Evening Prayer

Date of the Event

Corsley House ~ garden open to the public
Raising money for our local churches

With the current uncertainty about the situation in May, it was felt best to  
delay announcing the date of  this event. Further information will be  

published, as soon as we are clear about what will be permitted



All about Birds Quiz

Bob Maynard, our resident Quizmaster has come up with another great competition to keep you 
all occupied. It’s the Birds Quiz, and the cost is only £3. Question sheets are available from Sue 
on 832074 and Judith on 832803 or by emailing Sue at suefearpcc@gmail.com. The prize is a £20 
garden centre voucher and the closing date is 17th April. 

A new Benefice Facebook page

We now have a private group page on Facebook for live-streaming, it is called... 
‘Worship in the Cley Hill Benefice’. 

It can be viewed publicly but only members can comment on it or see what others have written. 
Join us for a 9am. Morning Prayer on Tuesday and/or 5pm Evening Prayer - both services last 
approximately twenty minutes. Some Sunday services will also be live-streamed. If you would like 
to become a member of the group simply go to Facebook, put in the group name and search. You 
can then request to join. Check out our website at;

www.cleyhillchurches.org/welcome.htm 
on a regular basis to keep up to date.  We hope you can join us. 

Reverend Gay

Food support in the Parish

As the effects of the pandemic stretch into a second year, the needs of everyone who have been left 
short of work and earning capability, has increased as savings become depleted. Two schemes are 
in place to help:

The Chapmanslade Church Porch Larder and Food Box Schemes

Early in the first lockdown, a need was identified in the village, and food boxes have been provided 
ever since. As the effects have become more acute, a further need was identified for those who 
were maybe a bit short of food but not needing the full support. The Church Porch Larder was 
created last month, to meet this need. Please read the article in this edition of The Bridge. Corsley 
and Chapmanslade Parish have adopted both schemes, to allow them to be properly supported 
with administration. Both schemes are self-supporting through donations and any surplus larder 
donations will be sent to the Warminster and District Food bank. 

The Warminster and District Food Bank

Started by the church, the Food Bank, which covers the area in and around Warminster has a 
small group of volunteers taking in donations of food and filling the bags for clients as requested. 
Another group then delivers the bags. During January they fed 132 adults and 32 children. 
Each month they supplement food available for distribution using their own and donated funds 
which enables them to continue to meet the needs of the increasing number of people who find 
themselves in crisis.’ 

Your support for either of these vital services with food donations is essential. Contact Ian Buick 
on either 01373 832318 or ibuickuk@gmail.com for further details.



Parish Contacts for Corsley and Chapmanslade

Rural Dean	 Rev Pauline Reid	 01985 841290 
	 revpauline@btinternet.com
Associate Priest	 Rev Gay Maynard	 01373 832490 
	 revgmaynard@gmail.com
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594 
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273 
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Pastoral Visitor	 Alan Hopkinson 	 01373 832393
Churchwardens	  
St Philip & St James’	 Ian Buick	 01373 832318 
St Margaret’s	 John Helliar	 01373 832803
Deputy Churchwardens 
St Margaret’s	 Currently vacant 
St Philip & St James’	 Janet Aylesbury	 01373 832752
PCC Secretary	 Sue Fear	 01373 832074
PCC Treasurer	 Currently vacant
Planned Giving Officer	 Judith Helliar                  	    01373 832803
Benefice Administrator	 Currently vacant
Choir Leader	 Claire Tanner	  01985 218099
Tower Captain	 Michael Attenborough
Electoral Roll	 Di Britten	 01373 832515
50/50 Club	 Neil Britten	 01373 832515
After Alpha Home Group	 Trudi Hopkinson	 01373 832393
Time To Think Home Group	 Renee Cole	 01373 839008
Light Bites Lunches	 Maureen Willcox	 01373 832171 
Benefice Webmaster	 Mike Palmer	 mjp.mikepalmer@gmail.com

Copy for Six Open Doors should be sent to  
Ian Buick at ibuickuk@gmail.com or by phone on 01373 832318.  

Please contact Ian if you would like to receive  
weekly news of Church events and activities

The 50/50  Club Thank You!

A Big thank you to everyone who has joined the 50/50 Club in the past month. It isn’t too late to 
join. For only £24 a year or £2 per month, you can join the Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches 
50/50 Club. Half of the payment is returned as prizes, with the other half supporting church funds. 
There is a £100 prize to be won each month! It is possible to pay by cash, cheque or standing order. 
If you would like to take part, You can sign up with Neil Britten on 01373 832515. 



Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7QH
Friendly, dedicated pre-school in the heart of the 

countryside for children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  

9 am - 3 pm during term-times
We accept 2-year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Mother and Toddler group Tuesday mornings  

10 am - 11.30 am during term-times
SESSIONS AVAILABLE NOW 

Speak to Hayley McMahon 
Pre-School Manager on 01373 832298 

Find us on facebook or visit www.littlecuckoos.co.uk
A free trial session is available

Registered Charity Number 1064800

Pre-school

Li
ttl

e Cuckoo’s

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available 

Low subscriptions
COVID info can be found on our 

website:
www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

01373 832406
www.crosskeyscorsley.co.uk 

Facebook @CrossKeysInnCorsley

Cross Keys 
Community Free House

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7PB

Monday
12 noon to 3pm and 6pm to 11pm 
Food served 12 noon –to 3pm and  

6pm to 9pm

Tuesday
6pm to 11pm 

No food

Wednesday, Thursday,  
Friday and Saturday

12 noon to 3pm and 6pm to 11pm 
Food served 12 noon to 3pm and  

6pm to 9pm

Sunday
12 noon to 8.30pm 

Food served 12 noon to 4pm
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, rounds up the PC’s activity in February

There was one meeting in February, on the 
15th, with a very full agenda and discussions 
on number of  key issues. These are 
summarised below and, as always, full minutes 
of  the meeting are available to the public 
from the Parish Clerk. The PC met after the 
main meeting in their capacity as Trustees of  
the Len White Fund. A note relating to this 
meeting is published elsewhere in this edition 
of  The Bridge.

I must apologise to readers of  these articles 
over their absence in the last two editions 
of  The Bridge. This was entirely my fault; 
both articles were written well in time, but 
keyboard finger fumbling failures intervened!  
Both briefs were published on The Bridge 
website.

As many of  you, I know, will be aware, 
Steve Meyer, tragically died suddenly on 31st 
January. He will be greatly missed by the PC 
and the village and our sincerest condolences 
go out to his wife and family. He was a great 
balancing presence on the PC and brought 
wise professional insight to PC business. The 
meeting on the 15th commenced with a brief  
silence in his memory.   

Planning Applications update
20/10594/FUL
Change of  use of  agricultural land to tourism use: 
siting of  one shepherd hut with hot tub
This application was considered “out of  
committee” by email correspondence and the 
PC had no objection.

20/09699
Change of  use of  existing access off Lanes End Hill 

from agricultural use to residential/equestrian use and 
improvements to the access.
This application was considered by the PC in 
December 2020 and objections were lodged 
because of  concerns over the road safety from 
the likely additional traffic and the visual 
nuisance to local residents.  There was one 
public objection.

Wiltshire have now approved the 
application. Highways had no objection 
subject to creation of  suitable visibility splays 
and widening of  the track. They did not 
believe that the increased traffic over current 
levels represented any threat to road safety.

Casual vacancies and co-option
There were two casual vacancies on the 
PC, one arising from the resignation of  
John Fairgrieve at the end of  2020 and 
the second from Steve Meyer’s death. Due 
process had been undertaken in respect of  
the first vacancy, with no takers. Invitation 
for volunteers for co-option resulted in 
one application, from Dr Neil Carpenter, 
which was unanimously accepted.  With 
the proximity of  the forthcoming elections 
on 6th May this year, it was agreed to take 
no action on the second vacancy and await 
nominations for that event. The closing date 
for nominations is 4pm on Thursday 8th 
April.

Wiltshire Consultations
The PC has been given notice of  two 
important consultations, Planning for Gypsy 
and Travellers Communities and the Local 
Plan. Both are requirements of  government 

community news
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policy and comments are required by 9th 
March. Anyone who wishes to comment on 
these two consultations should contact the 
Parish Clerk who can provide links to the 
appropriate documents.

Gypsy and Travellers Communities
This consultation seeks views on Wiltshire’s 
approach to assessment of  the need for sites 
for Gypsies and Travellers and their criteria 
for their selection. The documentation 
includes comprehensive reports on the 
assessment of  site needs over a 20-year period 
and a set of  principles for site selection. 

Local Plan 
This a key part of  the Wiltshire core strategy 
and sets out the assessment of  housing needs, 
open market and social, across Wiltshire and 
how and where the need is to be met over the 
next 20 years. There are many documents 
available for perusal and these cover extensive 
consultations and workshops over the last two 
years, including consideration of  rural needs 
and settlement boundaries (ie the spacial limits 
for development). The Local Plan provides the 
basis for all planning decisions by Wiltshire. 
It should be noted that Corsley settlement 
boundary is unchanged and limited to Lane 
End and two areas at the Heath.

Presentation on housing development 
scheme – Corsley Showfield
Oliver Hares, PC councillor, in a private 
capacity, gave an informal presentation to the 
PC of  plans he is developing, in conjunction 
with the Landstrom Group, for a housing 
development on the western edge of  the 
Showfield, behind the Red Cottages. The 
presentation was intended to inform the PC 
of  his plans and answer any questions (see 
sketch layout on next page).

As presented, the development comprises 
14 open market houses (a mixture of  2/3/4 
bed), 6 affordable houses, including some 
bungalows. The offer of  a village hall site 
was also included, should that become a 

village requirement. Three points of  access 
are proposed; at the southern end via Bay 
Tree and the latest development plans for 
social housing on that site, from the west 
via Birchwood Close and from the north to 
the Village Hall site from the Heath. The 
underpinning for the plan is the shortage in 
Wiltshire of  affordable open market housing, 
the results of  an informal survey of  village 
housing views in 2019 affirming more small 
(2/3 bed houses and bungalows in Corsley 
and the developing debate on the future of  the 
Reading Room.

Mr Hares’ intention is to offer the plan for 
“pre-application” assessment by Wiltshire 
in the next two or three weeks, this being a 
procedure intended to test the water with 
the planning authorities. Subsequent to this, 
the intention is to submit a full planning 
application.

This proposal represents a very significant 
development on a greenfield site, outside 
the village settlement boundaries. Such 
developments fall under different and much 
more restrictive planning policies than, 
for example, the Bay Tree site, which is 
designated a “Rural Exception Site” on which 
social housing developments are allowed. 
Because of  its significance it is therefore vital 
that any view that the PC take on the Hares/
Landstrom proposal is informed by the fullest 
village consultation. In the current climate of  
COVID restrictions, a normal face-to-face 
public meeting is impossible without imposing 
undue delay in the progress of  the project to 
await their relaxation and, in any case, it is 
probably preferable to conduct a full survey 
of  village opinion by postal questionnaire. 
The PC took no decision in relation to the 
proposal except that such a consultation must 
take place, probably after the results of  the 
pre-application are known. However, it was 
agreed that it could be beneficial for the PC 
and Landstrom/Hares to work together to get 
a full understanding of  village views. 



26  |  The Bridge March 2021 Please mention The Bridge when responding to adverts

Mr Hares’ proposal for housing 
development on the Showfield
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Further development of  Baytree Close
At the meeting in January, the PC 
unanimously agreed to support the inclusion 
of  a potential village hall site in the 
application, subject to satisfactory answers 
being given to the questions summarised in 
the January brief, after which a final decisions 
would be taken. These were:

Costs 
There was a minimum amount of  land which 
is believed is required for a suitable new 
village hall, including parking and outside 
green space for activities and/or overflow 
parking for larger events. To make any 
informed decision it is essential to understand 
what size of  land could be offered and at what 
cost. There are also uncertainties about any 
potential bill for planning fees and extension 
to the access road for the NE option.

Space requirements
It is important to understand what other green 
space in the Baytree development will remain 
for all time. There needs to be outside green 
space for outdoor 
activities or overflow 
parking. The proposed 
20-car parking spaces 
is inadequate in the 
view of  the Reading 
Room Trustees. The 
spread out nature 
of  the village into its 
11 hamlets means 
that, along with the 
age profile of  many 
villagers, using a car 
to get to a village hall 
is essential for many in 
the parish. 

Constraints
Would Wiltshire 
Council impose any 
constraints on the 
village hall site as 

part of  the transfer of  land? For example, 
style of  building and materials, prohibiting 
fencing which could be required, for example, 
to safely run classes for children there or 
needing to make the site secure for other 
reasons.

Representatives of  the PC and the Reading 
Room Trustees Chair, Hugh Deed, met with 
Wiltshire Council on the 3rd February to 
discuss the questions raised and satisfactory 
answers were received within the constraints 
of  knowledge at this time. However, it 
became apparent that, although the inclusion 
of  a putative village hall was not binding, 
its withdrawal at a later stage would leave 
the social housing layout as sub-optimal. 
Wiltshire were therefore asked to look at a 
new arrangement with the village hall site 
placed so that its removal would not upset the 
social housing site layout. This was done and 
has become ‘Option 5’ (see illustration below). 
This was accepted by the PC, in consultation 
with the Reading Room Trustees, as an 
acceptable arrangement at this stage and the 

Baytree Close – Option 5
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PC unanimously agreed to go forward with 
this arrangement for the reasons previously 
expressed. These were:
•	 To support the development without an 

outline village hall could risk that option 
being lost forever.

•	 If  ‘Option 5’ is supported, and subsequently 
approved, then the planning authority 
effectively has given tacit support for a 
village hall to be included within this type 
of  development which could be used 
advantageously if  an alternative proposal 
were to come forward.

Old School Playing Field
As indicated in the January brief, a very 
full report from Ann Johnson and Judith 
Selman, on progress with the OSPF wild 
flower meadow had been received with full 
descriptions of  the plethora of  flora and fauna 
developing on the site. In addition, a huge 
amount of  work has been progressing in the 
last few weeks to lay the northern boundary 
hedge and this will eventually progress round 
the corner to the eastern boundary, led by 
Neil Carpenter and his team. In addition, 
there will be some more tree planting this year 
of  the Corsley pippin and sugar pear trees, 
which have been nurtured at Barter’s Farm for 
the last year.

Gill Parkinson has been the able PC 
coordinator of  the interests of  the various 
parties on the OSPF, now joined by Neil 
Carpenter (see above), and both would 
encourage anyone to take a walk around the 
rapidly developing scene down there. Please 
talk to either if  you have any issues relating to 
the OSPF. Thanks to all for their hard work 
and cooperation.

Grants/Donations
Because of  my failure to get the notice 
advertising for bids in last month’s edition of  
The Bridge, it is now repeated in this edition, 
with the new deadline of  5th March.

A362 road works
The PC has received notice of  resurfacing 
works on the A362 from the Somerset border 
to the edge of  Corsley Heath, commencing 
on 1st March, to be completed by 5th March. 
The road will be closed daily from 7pm – 6am 
the following day.

Corsley Heath bus shelter
As has been reported previously, the state 
of  the shelter is well known by the PC and 
consideration is being given on replacement 
options within the PC budget. One proposal 
has been made by Neil Carpenter for its 
rebuild; off the shelf  options are also being 
considered. Please note that any replacement 
chosen will be funded from the precept.	

Communication with the PC
I understand that there has recently been 
quite a lot of  activity on Facebook pages 
relating to PC business. May I remind readers 
that I publish my own contact details every 
month in these briefs and welcome any 
contact on any issue which you consider 
to be PC business. For those who might 
not be aware we also have two PC village 
noticeboards, one on the back of  the Heath 
bus stop shelter and the other in the Cross 
Keys car park. PC notices include the Parish 
Clerk’s contact details.

Dates of  Next meetings
Scheduled meeting dates, all at 7.30pm, by 
Zoom until further notice.
Occasional Meeting� 8th March
Annual Parish Meeting� March (TBA) 
Annual Parish Council Meeting
(election of  Chair/Vice-Chair)� 3rd May
Quarterly Meeting� 7th June
Quarterly Meeting� 6th  September
Quarterly Meeting� 6th December

Neil Britten
Chairman

pc.corsleynb@gmail.com
01373 832515 or 07810 764714



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
Re-upholsteRy of 

antique and modeRn 
fuRnituRe

v fRee estimates v

ColleCtion and 
deliVeRy seRViCe

telephone lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

Seasoned Logs
Hardwood, softwood, barn dried, kiln dried

Kindling and stacking service
All with free local delivery 

Tel/text Garry on 07801 179917

Standard load £120 for 1.6m3 or 700kg

All our timber is ethically sourced from local woodland  
and is fully seasoned before delivery

Please check out

“woodlandworks”
on Facebook or Instagram
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Corsley Parish Council

BIDS FOR  
DONATIONS AND GRANTS 

FOR 2020/21
Each year the Parish Council provides donation or grants  

to a variety of community and village organisations. 

In recent years these have included: 
Corsley Reading Rooms

War Memorial Playing Field
Corsley and Chapmanslade Parochial Church Council

The Bridge
The Lane End telephone box project

Corsley Show
The Village Defibrillator Project
The Village Broadband Project

The Parish Council budgets on spending a total of around £3,000 
 from your taxes, in areas such as community groups, sports and 

recreation, open spaces, entertainment and local issues. 

Donations and grants will be made on the basis of bids to help us 
spend this (your) money in appropriate areas. These should be by 

application to our Parish Clerk (he can provide the relevant forms) and 
include financial accounts where appropriate. 

Bids for defined projects are preferred,  
but this is not to the exclusion of others.

Bids should reach John Willcox, Parish Clerk, on paper or email by 
Friday 5th March 2021, to
 corsleypc_jdw@aol.co.uk

01373 832171



JOHN E S JONES
& SON LTD

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Please call
01373 832600
07795 177920
07810 646335

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927
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Here’s a very local walk and you won’t need 
me to tell you about the parking! I did this 
on Friday 12th February, starting from Flers 
Court and walking through Morrisons car 
park and into Warminster Park via the main 
entrance. Walking shoes, boots or wellies are 
sensible for this walk, as there’s a lot of  mud to 
negotiate (it was frozen this day!).

	 From the main entrance, I walked 
a straight-ish line, passing the hall on the left 
and tennis courts on the right, then the mostly 
frozen lake on the right, too. At the far end of  
the park, I kept to the straight line, walking 
a footpath that leads to the road to Henford. 
There’s a tiny bit of  road walking and the 
road is narrow and twisting, just where the 
footpath joins it – be careful!

You’ll soon see another narrow footpath 
ahead; follow that, with bungalows on the 

left and the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust car park 
on your right. Where the car park ends is a 
main trail, running alongside a stream on your 
right. Walk ahead, until the trail widens to car 
width (but no cars here). There should be a 
handrail up a slope to your left and a tree on 
the right with a muddy track running round it.

If  you want a longer walk than the couple 
of  miles I did, keep going past the handrail. 
You’re on Smallbrook Lane, once a proper 
lane, but now a dead end. Walk the lane, 
probably for half  a mile, and it bends out to 
the Bishopstrowe road. At that point, turn left 
and, after the buildings on your left, go left 
again into a playing field (newly planted with 
orchard trees). Follow the flattened grass track 
ahead and eventually you’ll slither down a 
bank onto Smallbrook Lane again. Turn right 
and walk back to the tree.

Walking through lockdown
Warminster Park and Smallbrook Meadows
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Whichever way 
you reach this spot, 
walk round the tree 
and you’re on a 
picnic site, with seats 
and trees, and the 
river in the distance. 
Turn left past the 
bench and follow the 
flattened grass. The 
trail passes a lopped 
tree on your right 
and becomes a track through a wooded boggy 
area. Luckily, there are different wooden 
‘board-walks’ through this.

I love this area; I saw a ‘soldiers cap’ 
fungus (a tiny red ‘cup’ on the ground) and 
snowdrops on the 12th. At first, there’s water 
at your left, but the Wylye river comes into 
view ahead; if  you can get some quiet here 
pause, because I’ve seen egrets and kingfishers. 
Stay with the curve of  the river and you’ll find 
you’re heading back to Warminster.  Pass the 
remains of  a bridge that once crossed the river 
and there’s a ‘pond’ area of  water next, with a 
wooden seat there. Stick with the track going 
left, which takes you over a wooden bridge. 
You’re walking beside a stream that may once 
have been a mill ‘race’ and this leads to the 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust car park.
Walk through the car park and cross the 

road, going through the gate opposite. Stay 
with the tarmacked or gravel track that takes 
you back to Warminster Park. You’ll pass a 
board on your right, about the Meadows, go 
over the bridge beside it and turn left into 
the park. I walked with the lake on my right 
this time, until I saw the Pavilion Café ahead. 
It’s open Friday, Saturday and Sunday in 
winter, 9.30-3.30, but it’s take-away only while 
lockdown persists; there’s limited food on offer. 
It was almost lunchtime then and I couldn’t 
resist sitting on a bench in the freezing 
sunshine, with a latte and sausage roll, before 
walking the short distance back to Morrisons 
car park and through to Flers Court!



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 
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Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,  
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Piano Lessons
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss
Teacher of Pianoforte and Theory

Contact 01373 832829
07747 499990

rickhuss@tiscali.co.uk ♫♪♩
♬

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

01985 841461 or 07775 755981
FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  

OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote
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Whitbourne Chapel

This message of  hope
As I write, we continue in lockdown, to 
protect us from the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic or, as the government has instructed 
“Stay at Home, Protect the NHS, Save Lives”. 

We have come to know a number of  similar 
mantras over the last year of  COVID. You 
may recall that it started with that same 
instruction to ‘Stay at Home’ and then, 
following the initial period of  lockdown, 
some relaxation was allowed and 
the message changed slightly 
to ‘Stay Alert, Control the 
Virus, Save Lives’ before 
a return to the original 
instruction to ‘Stay at 
Home’ as the rate of  
infection increased and 
the NHS is again under 
huge pressure. 

We are of  course 
approaching Easter.  We 
are familiar with the events 
of  Easter week, from Palm 
Sunday when the Lord Jesus entered 
Jerusalem through Good Friday as He died on 
the Cross to Easter Sunday where He is found 
alive appearing to the women and later to His 
Disciples. 

Have you considered how the shout of  
the crowd changed during that week?  From 
the cries of  “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday to 
“Crucify Him” on Good Friday.  How, as Jesus 
entered the city, they hailed Him as a King, 

the One who had come to save them from 
their Roman rulers?  So quickly though the 
crowd changes and in just a few days the cry 
becomes “Crucify”. 

So what changed?  If  you look at the 
Gospel account you see that the mood 
changed as Jesus told them what they didn’t 
want to hear. That He is the only and perfect 
Son of  God. The Righteous One. How He 

taught against those who rejected His 
teaching and how indeed He was 

crucifi ed and died for you, for 
me.  

This message of  hope 
though is still true now 
more than 2000 years 
later.  Our actions, our 
words change depending 
on what is going on 
around us.  God doesn’t 

change.  His message 
of  salvation and hope in 

Him alone is still the same.  
Let’s remember that this Easter 

as we give thanks for His love, His 
willingness to go to the cross for us.  That He 
did what we could not do for ourselves.  And 
let that be our message to share with a needy 
world in these troubled times. 

“If  you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead you will be saved.”  (Romans 10:9)

Chris Andrews
Occasional preacher at Whitbourne Chapel

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
John 12:13 (NIV)

Th e Chapel may be closed again, due to the current lockdown, BUT please remember:
 If you need help or simply someone to talk to, ring 01373 464244 or 07980 013685 and 

we’ll do our best to help you.  Otherwise, visit our website www.whitbournechapel.org.uk 
or google ‘Whitbourne Baptist Chapel’
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RICHARD ROBBINS 
Trained Gardener

PLANTS FOR SALE – wild flowers, herbs, 
vegetables, etc

The Old Stables, Murtry, Nr Frome
BA11 3NR 07510130083
richard.robbins@live.co.uk 
www.wildflowersfrome.co.uk

Gardening advice and  
horticultural consultancy

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS



Hand made rusted iron 
flowers for your garden 
Great gift for any 
occasion

Annie 07967367942 

annie_wild@hotmail.com

White Horse 
Windows Ltd
Windows, Doors, 

Conservatories and more...
Local company, exceptional standards

10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a free quotation contact Ryan on

07909 441442 or 01373 302594
ryan@whitehorsewindows.com

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting,

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

�
�Paul Ledbury

Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens
Westbury, Wiltshire

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163
Mobile 07976 242045

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

Local Carpenter/Handyman
(Retired cabinetmaker)

Fitted wardrobes, cupboards 
wood flooring, skirting boards

07971 550050

Windows   Fascia & Guttering
Doors   Conservatories
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The days are drawing out and the snowdrops and daffodils 
are showing themselves, giving us renewed hope that the 
darker months are behind us and sunnier days are ahead

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters

After some of  the coldest days for many 
years, we had a week of  successive daytime 
temperatures of  -2ºC and -4ºC along with 
some heavy snow which, fortunately, only 
lasted the weekend. This was quickly followed 
by wet and windy weather, but with much 
improved temperatures.

Living and working in the countryside has 
certainly brought its headaches – with road 
clearance from the farm to the main road so 
the tankers were able to collect milk. Water 
pipes carrying water to the cattle both in the 
field and in the covered yards froze too.

Sadly, the outdoor cattle have had to put 
up with very wet land for some months now, 
although they have plenty of  green root crops 
and fresh silage to keep them satisfied.

As March comes, we hope the usual drying 
wind will dry up the land allowing the sheep 
and their lambs to go outside to enjoy the 
dryer and sunnier days and the early spring 
work preparing the soil for cereal crops can 
begin.

Sheep worrying by dogs is a criminal 
act and in some situations dogs will be 
shot on sight by shepherds. Lamping and 
hare coursing, also illegal acts, are causing 
problems locally and are taken quite seriously 
by the courts.

Some of  our footpaths and bridle paths 
have become very muddy and in some places 
dangerous, so please do take care whether 
walking, cycling or horse riding.

By the end of  March all hedge trimming 
and hedge laying will be finished for another 
year so that birds can start nesting – so do 
remember this in your gardens, if  you want to 
encourage bird life.

Soon, our hedgerows will be showing early 
blossoms, catkins, willow buds will be forming 
and those lovely sticky horse-chestnuts 
promise to burst, so plan your walks carefully, 
keep your dogs under control and look and 
listen for those early signs of  spring.

Judith Helliar
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Chairman, Hugh Deed, reports on the latest happenings at the hall

community news

Corsley Reading Room

Your ‘village hall’
No change from last month as far as Reading 
Room is concerned. Hopefully we will be 
able to do some planning following the 
announcement on 22nd February. I suspect 
any normality will not return as far as 
Reading Room events are concerned for some 
time. 

The impacts of  the lockdown/COVID-19 
rules on the availability of  the Reading Room 
will be regularly updated on our website 
based on the latest guidance to village halls. I 
regularly participate in Wiltshire Council-run 
meetings on these matters to be updated, and 
also, understand what other village halls are 
doing.

We can confirm that a recent inspection 
by the authorities has passed the building as 
“COVID Safe” for the May 2021 elections for 
those who want to vote in person.

Baytree site potential option for a new 
village hall
Since last month a number of  questions have 
been raised with Wiltshire Council (via the 

Parish Council) about a possible new village 
hall located on the Baytree site. Following 
clarifications, a further PC meeting was held 
to which the Reading Room Committee was 
invited to provide input. Please see the Parish 
Council briefing in this edition of  The Bridge 
for details. 

A number of  options are still under 
investigation for possible improvements to the 
existing hall or a new hall. As and when the 
pros and cons of  each have been assessed it 
is the intent of  both the PC and the Reading 
Room Committee that a full, open, public 
discussion will take place so all views can be 
expressed before any firm decision is taken.  

See website  www.corsleyreadingroom.
org.uk for more details about the COVID 
restrictions and hiring.

Hugh Deed
Chairman of  Management Committee 
Chairman@corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

01373 832897

For up-to-date information such as 
occasional parish council meetings,  

church services, village calendars, 
highways, history group and other 

useful information, please visit 
chapmanslade.org.uk

Want something added? Just email 
contact@chapmanslade.org.uk 

with your request!

Traditional
Mole Catcher

07512 681111
01373 836350



Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1	 Pinocchio
2	 Cheshire
3	 It’s the transparent gelatinous tissue 

filling the eyeball behind the lens
4	 Round the Horne
5	 Edvard Munch
6	 In the Black Hills in Keystone, South 

Dakota
7	 John Wyndham
8	 Played by Nicholas Lyndhurst in 

“Goodnight Sweetheart”
9	 Labrador 
10 	 Spitting Image
11	 Delft
12	 14 (2+4+8)	

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of  the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are allocated 
depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at one of  the two 

drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 4pm on the 19th of  
the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half  page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format,  
to the chosen standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/Treasurer) 
at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

FOR SALE
Electric bike – foldaway electric bike has 
had little use and is in good order. 
Comes with battery charger and cable.
Bag on Back Rack, small lights front and rear. 
20 inch wheels. Five gears and four power 
mode settings – £325 ono  
� 07803 727569 or 01373 832198



Mon to Fri: 7.30am - 4.15pm
Closed on Sundays & Bank Holidays
Open Saturdays from Sep-Mar only until 12 noon
01985 213507   www.longleat.co.uk/forestry
5% discount for tenants of Longleat Estate

DRIVE IN 
AND PICK 
YOUR OWN 
FIREWOOD

Woodchip, Mulch
Hardwood Logs, Softwood Logs

Kindling, House Coal, Smokeless Coal 
Delivery available




