


CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME
We are a mother and daughter team 
running a professional, friendly agency 
specialising in:
24 hour live-in care
Helping loved ones stay in their own 
home, maintaining their independence, 
and
Domicillary Care
For short periods of time, perfect for 
clients who enjoy their independence but 
appreciate a helping hand.

Castle Care Wessex
Because your home is your castle

For more information telephone 01373 836767
email: castlecarewessex@btconnect.com 
www.castlecarewessex.com

Installers of:
	 Hands-free phone kits 
	 Parking sensors
	 Paint protection film and bumper kits
	 In-car TV/DVD screens
	 Lights, bars and beacons

Unit 8, Cory Way, West Wilts Trading Estate, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4QT 

Westbury ~ 01373 824073      Salisbury ~ 01722 320777
Mobile ~ 07976 931370          email ~ theautostyler@hotmail.co.uk      
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The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Three Open Doors 
news from the pews

Canopus 
cunning conundrum

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies

Deadline
Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 

4pm 19th January

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item ‘For 
Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a small, boxed advert. 

Larger ads are subject to space 
availability and by arrangement with the 
Editor who will advise on the price. 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see the last page.

Bob’s Bafflers 
a cunning quiz

Corsley Show 
briefing and new committee

Waste collection 
cut out and keep calendar

8
11
13

21
26
27

Parish Council briefing 
Corsley

Whitbourne Chapel 
chapel colloquy

Countryside matters 
views from over the hedge

32
37
42

In this issue...
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January
Saturday 4th
Corsley litter pick – 10.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Tuesday 7th
Coffee Morning – 10am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 8th
Parochial Church Council – 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church
Thursday 9th
Warminster mobile library (see page 35 for times) 
Corsley WI – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room – Lebanese Cookery
Warminster Area Board – 7.00pm, Warminster Civic Centre
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 11th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Thursday 16th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Wednesday 22nd
Lite Bites Bread and Soup Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms
Thursday 23rd
Warminster mobile library (see page 35 for times) 
Thursday 30th
Corsley Tennis Club AGM – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

February
Thursday 6th
Warminster mobile library (see page 35 for times) 

Saturday 8th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes 

Thursday 13th
Corsley WI – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room – Keeping Hens in the Garden 
Chapmanslade Parish Council meeting – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Wednesday 19th

Diary Dates

please n
ote new

 time!
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Parochial Church Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School
Thursday 20th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade
Warminster mobile library (see page 35 for times) 

Wednesday 26th
Lite Bites Bread and Soup Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

March
Thursday 6th
Warminster Area Board – 7.00pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Saturday 8th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Monday 10th 
Corsley Annual Parish Meeting – Corsley Reading Room, time to be confirmed
Wednesday 12th
Parochial Church Council – 7.30pm, St Margaret’s
Thursday 13th
Corsley WI – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room, Annual Meeting 
Chapmanslade Parish Council meeting – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Thursday 20th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Wednesday 26th
Lite Bites Bread and Soup Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

April
Wednesday 9th April
Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 7.30pm, St Margaret’s 

Thursday 10th
Corsley WI – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room, Open Meeting – Veterinary Practice 
Chapmanslade Parish Council Annual Meeting – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 12th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Diary Dates

continued...

please n
ote new

 time!
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Thursday 17th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Wednesday 23rd
Lite Bites Bread and Soup Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

May
Saturday 11th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes 

Thursday 15th
Chapmanslade Parish Council Annual General Meeting – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Saturday 17th
Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches May Fayre and Table Top Sale – 2.30pm, 
Chapmanslade Village Hall
Wednesday 28th May
Lite Bites Bread and Soup Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Litter pickers
Chapmanslade litter pickers

We will be meeting opposite the Three 
Horseshoes at noon on Saturday 11th 
January. We provide all the necessary 
equipment and spend about an hour or so 
collecting litter from the High Street and 
surrounding area.

Phil Jefferson
01373 832845

Corsley litter pickers

We meet opposite the Royal Oak at 10am 
on the first Saturday of each month. Our 
next ‘pick’ is on Saturday 4th January – do 
come along and help keep our village 
beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor

www.chapmanslade.org.uk



Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near Looe

Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

BRADFORD CLOCK REPAIRS
AND RESTORATION

Antique and modern clock 
repairs and restoration

Member of  
Clock and Watchmakers Guild

Collection and delivery arranged

01373 471313

Hayter
Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

J Dance
Plumbing and Heating
Flat 6, 49 Woodcock House
Woodcock Road, Warminster, Wilts
07767 743325
d1172@hotmail.com For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 

ANTIQUE AND MODERN 
FURNITURE

v FREE ESTIMATES v

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone Lesley  
01373 464870

HASL
Hyde Accounting Services (AAT) Ltd 

Accountant and Bookkeeper
We specialise in working with small businesses 

to provide plain-speaking, focussed accountancy 
including Self Assessment tax, VAT, payroll and CIS

Vanessa M A Hyde MAAT

The Forge, 104a Corsley Heath 
Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7PP

01373 832700, or 07740 468003 
vanessa@hydeaccounting.co.uk 

www.hydeaccountingservices.co.uk

McCulloch
        F U R N I T U R E

Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Libraries
Studies • Media furniture • Offices • Freestanding

The Workshop, Bruton Lane, Upton Noble, Somerset, BA4 6AH
Telephone 01749 850000  Fax 01749 850055  Mobile 07887 892633

enquiries@McCullochfurniture.co.uk
www.McCullochfurniture.co.uk

We can also advise new 
businesses with no prior 
accounting knowledge



The Bridge January 2014  |  7Please mention The Bridge when responding to adverts

Operation Christmas Child 

A big thank you to everyone who so 
generously gave shoe boxes full of gifts for 
the children in needy countries and to the 
people who knitted the hand puppets. On 
Sunday 24th November – Stir Up Sunday - 
we gathered all the shoe boxes together and 
blessed them before sending them on their 
way. 

This year we took 42 shoeboxes to the 
Samaritans Purse depot in Melksham, 
where they are made ready for distribution,  
primarily to countries in Eastern Europe. 
Each box is checked to ensure that all items 
included are suitable, and any that are not 
are re-distributed to other charities. The 
boxes are then sealed and packed into 
large cartons which are stacked onto pallets 
before being loaded on to lorries. Each 
vehicle will transport between 10,000 and 
13,000 boxes, which at this time of year, 
travel out almost weekly. In 2012, 977,880 
shoe boxes were sent from UK and Ireland 
to 15 different countries.

Once again, a great community effort; 
thank you Corsley, Chapmanslade, Little 
Cuckoos Pre-School and Busy Bees Pre-
School for giving not just the gifts but also 
your time and thought in putting the boxes 
together 

Pat Ryan
St Margaret’s Church

Lite Bites

Thank you to everyone who came to ‘Light 
Bites’ Christmas Lunch.

On 11th December, we held our second 
Christmas Lunch and 40 of you from Frome, 
Chapmanslade and Corsley came along to 
meet friends and enjoy a Christmas Lunch. 
We would like to thank all of the helpers 
from Chapmanslade and Corsley, they really 
helped to make things go with a ‘Christmas 
swing’.  

Your generous donations of about £200.00 
from this lunch were sent to The Children’s 
Society, though at the time of writing we do 
not have the final amount.

We hope you all had a happy Christmas and 
we would like to wish everyone a Healthy 
and Peaceful New Year.

Our next Soup and Ploughman’s Lunch 
is on Wednesday 22nd January and we 
look forward to seeing you sometime in the 
New Year.

Dot, Laura and Pat

Once again, the good folks of Corsley and Chapmanslade 
come up trumps in aid of good causes

community news

Well done everyone, and...

Thank you!



8  |  The Bridge January 2014 Please mention The Bridge when responding to adverts

Bob’s bafflers
1	 What was the name of Admiral Nelson’s flagship?

2	 Who was the first British winner of the Eurovision Song Contest?

3	 What is the maximum fine for not having a TV licence?

4	 Who wrote of “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness”?

5	 At what age are young people sent a National Insurance Number?

6	 How many legs has a daddy long legs? 

7	 Approximately how far is it in miles from Land’s End to John O’Groats by road? 

8	 What name was adopted by Don Diego de la Vega? 

9	 What country does Edam cheese originate from? 

10	In which year did England win the Rugby World Cup? 

11	What is hippophobia a fear of?

12	If you multiply the number of blackbirds baked in a pie by the number of bags of wool the 
black sheep has and add the number of days that pease porridge was in the pot, what 
number do you get?

Answers on page 44

Friends of  
Warminster Hospital

Our thanks go to all those who gave items for our Christmas Bazaar. Especially Jean 
Jones and Anne Carruthers who manned the Corsley WI stall so efficiently, raising 
£145 – our best effort ever!

The final total for the Bazaar is not yet know as there is still  money to come in, but it 
looks as though we will have raised nearly £3,000 including the draw. Again many 
thanks to all those who gave goods and donations and came on the day to support us.

Pauline Scott



Clare Merritt
Quality upholstery and loose covers

Curtain make up and poles
Fabrics supplied  .  Carpets supplied/fitted

Blinds made to measure
01373 464993                            Established 1973

Piano Tuition
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss LLCM BEd
Teacher Pianoforte and Theory

reasonable rates ~ 01373 832829

The pub Chapmanslade deserves
the three horseshoes

threehorseshoeschapmanslade

Open daily from 10am-11pm serving delicious home cooked
food (12-3pm & 6-10pm Mon – Sat. All day Sun.) Enjoy a

refreshing drink in our beer garden with spectacular views
of Longleat and Cley Hill or indulge with of one of our
regular meals deals by the warm, open fire on a bitter

winter’s day. We organise monthly events featuring live
music, comedy and much more!

Call us on 01373 832 211
Follow us on Facebook for more details.

4 Misted glass
4 Broken or faulty window hinges

4 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

4 Jammed windows or doors
4 UPVC door adjustments
4 Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk



FENCING

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 832613
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

 For children aged 2 - 5 years 
 Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm

 Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
 visit and a free trial session for your child

 After-school Club open 3.15pm-6pm, 5 days  
 a week – term time only

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Tuesday 6.30pm-7.30pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Odele 07860 472894

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected

 

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com
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Thank you to the many people who attended 
our Annual General Meeting in November 
which meant we reached our quorum 
and achieved some minor constitutional 
changes.

We were able to make modest donations 
this year, as well as replenish our coffers 
after the drubbing they received as a result 
of dire weather in 2012.

We have given £200 to Little Cuckoos Pre-
School towards the cost of a new computer; 
£75 to Chapmanslade Brownies towards 
their centenary party celebrations and £500 
to Corsley & Chapmanslade Parochial 
Church Council who are planning a major 
redecoration of St Margaret’s Church.

An advance Horticulture & Crafts schedule is 
available if you want to make an early start 
on creating works of art to display in 2014.

Changes have been made to the committee.  
After 28 years at the helm, Hedley Hares 
stood down as Chairman and tribute was 
paid to his great contribution over the 
decades. Michael Taylor, who has been a 
power in the Horticulture & Crafts marquee 
for 14 years, has also come off the main 
committee and after several years as our 
President, Val Sandoe, is also taking a 
break. 

The 2014 Committee

Lady Silvy McQuiston................. President

Neil Britten.............................. Chairman

Oliver Hares.................... Vice-Chairman

Hugh Deed...............................Treasurer

-.-

Clare Bayman....... Horse Show Chairman

Clare Brown............Horse Show Secretary

Colin Cary....................... Gate Manager

Mike Green...........................Webmaster

Simon Jasper	 Health & Safety  
	 Co-Ordinator

David Jones.......................Sign Manager

Andy Joynt...........Assistant Field Manager

Wendy Miller............Dog Show Chairman

Fraser Mills	 Horticulture & Crafts  
	 Chairman 

Marion Moldon......Membership Secretary

Jenny Rutty................................Secretary

Rob White............. Trade Stands Manager

Jenny Rutty
Corsley Show Secretary

01373 832418

Jenny’s brief précis of the well-attended AGM

the big one

Getting ready for August

Corsley Show 2014 www.
corsleyshow.

org.uk



Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes
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Cut out and keep: recycling, 
garden waste and household 
waste collection calendar 
January – March

Remember to put them out by 7am on collection day. Ensure the lid 
is closed and do not leave any household waste next to the bin for 
collection.

 Blue bin

 January
 	 Monday 6th
 	 Friday 17th
	 Friday 31st

February
 	 Friday 14th
 	 Friday 28th

March
 	 Friday 14th
 	 Friday 28th

 Black bin

 January
 	 Saturday 11th
 	 Friday 24th

February
 	 Friday 7th
 	 Friday 21st

March
 	 Friday 7th
 	 Friday 21st

 Green bin

 January
 	 Saturday 11th
 	 Friday 24th

February
 	 Friday 7th
 	 Friday 21st

March
 	 Friday 7th
 	 Friday 21st

 Black box

 January
 	 Friday 10th
 	 Thursday 23rd

February
 	 Thursday 6th
 	 Thursday 20th

March
 	 Thursday 6th
	 Thursday 20th



Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677
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The Fudge Trust in Warminster very 
kindly donated £2,500 towards the trail 
which meant that it could be installed in 
September. The PTFA held fundraising events 
such as School Discos, Fêtes and Fayres, a 
Pub Night, Mother’s and Father’s Day Gift 
Shops and sold ice creams — the playtrail 
being the focus of their efforts.

“All the children are thrilled with our brand 
new playtrail and regularly enjoy the 
challenges and opportunities for creative 
play that the playtrail provides.” said Mr 
Basinger-Adams, Chapmanslade School’s 

Headmaster. “It is wonderful to see the 
children at playtimes supporting each other 
with the challenges and developing their 
co-operation and social skills, whilst having 
great fun together.”

The school PTFA would like to thank The 
Fudge Trust for adding to our funds — 
without their generosity the children would 
have been waiting a lot longer for their 
equipment.

Katherine Brewer
Chair, Chapmanslade School PTFA

After a year of fundraising and a generous donation from 
a local trust, Chapmanslade School PTFA have installed a 
new 32m long playtrail on the school playing field. 

school news

Fun favour from Fudge

Playtrail pays off
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Student  
Success!

The following pupils of Debbie 
Rickhuss have been successful in the 
Associated Board of the Royal Schools 
of Music Exams.

Silas Hamilton	 Prep Test
Imber Nowlin	 Grade 5
Ellie Chatwin	 Grade 1 with merit
Pia Anderson	 Grade 1
Elizabeth Lewis	 Prep Test
Lydia Lewis	 Prep Test
Edmund Burgess	 Grade 3 Theory with 
	 merit

Many congratulations to all of you and 
a very happy Christmas to all of my 
students past and present.

Debbie Rickhuss
01373 832829

The new fun 
dance fitness class 

created by ‘Strictly 
Come Dancing’ 

professionals and 
based on Ballroom and Latin 

dance moves

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Thursdays 7-8pm

£4 per class

Odele Blyth 
t. 07860 472894

Facebook. Odele Blyth Dance



Professional Childcare
Qualified, approved and registered.

A tailor-made, personal service.
Local and surrounding areas.

Call 07883 025476
denise.m.rawlings@mypostoffice.co.uk

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Tables, chairs, bureau, chests,  
long case clocks, mirrors, etc.

Veneer repair, polishing and waxing.
Mr Lovatt 01225 764206 or 07709 687137

Collection and delivery service

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059 or 07779 247961
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by

Domestic Appliance Spares and Repair Service

Domesticare
Mike, David and Sue Wye

21 Keyford, Frome

01373 467351

01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Longleat Forestry
Picket Post, Warminster

Wiltshire, BA12 7JS

firewood logs

coal

kindling

woodchip

mulch

rustic poles

firelighters

christmas trees

01985 213507
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Your very own bowls club!
Why not give it a try?

We meet every Friday at 7.15pm in the village hall
Free tuition and taster sessions. Bowls available
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Picket Post, Warminster

Wiltshire, BA12 7JS

firewood logs

coal

kindling

woodchip

mulch

rustic poles

firelighters

christmas trees

01985 213507

Corsley  
Tennis Club News
Club members are still enjoying tennis 
whenever the weather permits. Club 
sessions on Tuesday mornings are often 
well attended so that we can play doubles. 
This is a very social session – we play 
6 games and then change partners 
and opponents – presenting an ideal 
opportunity to meet other club members. 
The same format applies to club sessions 
on Sunday mornings – again from 
10.00am to 12pm. Players arrive and 
depart these sessions according to their 
other commitments. Gloves, scarves and 
woolly hats are much on display but the 
thermals are hidden!

Visitors can attend a club session for a fee 
of £2 on three occasions before they are 
asked to decide whether to join or not. Our 

annual subscriptions 
are due in April but as an  
encouragement to get people to join 
during the winter months we ask that one 
twelfth of the annual fee be paid for each 
month until the next annual renewal date 
is due. If you would like to attend, just 
turn up and you’ll be made to feel most 
welcome!

The Tennis Club’s Annual General 
Meeting is at 7.30pm on 30th January 
at the Reading Rooms. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very Healthy and Happy New 
Year.

Marlene Latchem

Short Mat  
Bowls Club
Chapmanslade  



Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Jenny Bishop 01373 832834 or  
Sue Newell 01373 825560

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

01373 832406
www.facebook.com/CrossKeysInnCorsley

Lyes Green  Corsley

Home-cooked food  
12 - 2.30pm and 6 - 9pm
Open all day on Sundays  

food served 12 - 8pm
Function room and large beer garden

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Little Cuckoo’s
Pre-School

Lyes Green, Corsley 
(next to the Corsley Centre)

For children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and  

Friday – 9am - 3pm
Now accepting 2 year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Our Tuesday morning mother and baby group is 

suspended until we find a suitable volunteer to run it
Contact Hayley McMahon 01373 832298  

www.littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk
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A New Year Perspective
“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward 
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.”                                                                          (Philippians 3:13-14) 

As Christmas comes to an end we anxiously await the words “Happy New 
Year!” In the excitement and prospect of a new beginning we make our plans 
and resolutions to do things differently in the New Year. While some may look 
forward with anticipation to the new opportunities to begin again, for others this 
can be a daunting prospect. 

Perhaps, before looking ahead, we should give ourselves time to look back 
and reflect on the year that has gone. The newspapers over the New Year bank 
holiday give us the lead in tracking the events of the past year both nationally and 
globally. Perhaps many of you, like my family, began to reflect on the past year 
when we come to compose the much loved ‘round robin, Christmas letter’, to 
share with family and friends. Through this exercise we remind ourselves of the 
good times, the bad times, the sad times, the frustrating times and the fun times, 
reflecting on what valuable lessons we have learned from our experiences, what 
God showed us and how He was faithful through all of it. 

In doing this we have closure to one year and an opening to the next. It also gives 
us a fresh new outlook for the coming year enabling us to leave the past where it 
belongs, not that we forget the past but learn from it and move forward into the 
future with opened hearts and minds to receive whatever God has for us.; plans 
of new wisdom, insight and understanding that He wants to impart to us, if we 
will allow Him to.

In this time of ‘vacancy’ our Benefice has much to look forward to in 2014; a 
time of new beginnings as we piece together our Parish profiles, new plans as 
an advertisement is drawn up for a new incumbent, a new purpose as we look at 
where our churches stand within our communities and new growth as we press on 
to achieve the ‘goal’ that is set before as disciples in Christ. 

As we go through new experiences and new adventures whether they are good or 
bad, we are encouraged “to keep our eyes fixed on Christ and he will give us rest 
and peace, because He is our peace and loves and cares for us deeply”. 

(John 16:33)

So let us give thanks to the Lord for getting us through another year as we look 
forward to what he has for us ahead. 

A happy and peaceful New Year to you all.                                         
 Di Britten         

	 Three Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER



January Church Diary

Sunday 5th January: Second Sunday of Christmas
9.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Eucharist

v

Monday 6th January
10.30am at 5 Brimhill Rise, Chapmanslade

Time to Think Home Group

v

Tuesday 7th January
7.30pm at 93 Lyes Green, Corsley

After Alpha Home group

v

Wednesday 8th January
7.30pm at Chapmanslade School

Parochial Church Council

v

Sunday 12th January: First Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade 

Family Eucharist

11am at St Mary’s, Temple
Matins

v

Thursday 16th January
10am to 12pm at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Church and Community Coffee Morning



Sunday 19th January: Second Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade

Eucharist

v

Monday 20th January
10.30am Time to Think Home Group

Please contact Phil on 832845 for details

v

Tuesday 21st January
7.30pm at The Anchorage

After Alpha Home group – details Richard on 832594

v

Wednesday 22nd January
From 12.30pm to 1.30pm at Corsley Reading Rooms

Light Bites Bread and Soup Lunch

v

Sunday 26th January: Third Sunday of Epiphany
9am at St Mary’s, Temple
Holy Communion 1662

10.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley
Family Parish Worship

v

Sunday 2nd February: Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Eucharist



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel

Copy for 3 Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 3ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’.

Church Events for your diary
Planned Improvements in 2014
During 2014 we shall be starting two major projects. At St Margaret’s we shall begin 
the first phase to re-decorate the interior of the church. This work was last undertaken 
in 1984 so there is much work to do.

At St Philip and St James’ we have erected new fencing around the land designated for 
an extension to the churchyard. We are applying for planning permission to change the 
use and then we can begin the landscaping of the new churchyard. We would hope to 
be arranging for the churchyard to be consecrated in late 2014 or early 2015.

Diary dates in 2014
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th April at St 
Margaret’s, Corsley.

The Spring Fayre and Table–top Sale will be held on Saturday 17th May at 
Chapmanslade Village Hall.

50/50 Club
As a method of raising much needed funds for maintaining our churches we run 
a 50/50 Club. You can join for a membership of £24 per year and you may have 
multiple membership if you wish. Twice a year we have prize draws and we return 
50% of the membership fees to members. At present we distribute one prize of £200, 
two prizes of £100, three prizes of £50 and four prizes of £25 twice a year. The prize 
draws are usually held in May at the May Fayre and at the Christmas Coffee Morning 
in December. All prizes are in cash. The more members in the 50/50 Club the larger 
the prize pot! To join our 50/50 club and be in the running to win please contact Neil 
Britten on 832515 or e-mail Neil on neil.britten@btinternet.com.

Associate Priest	 Rev Di Britten (day off is Friday)	 01373 832515
Parish Office	 Dick Collins (Cley Hill Villages Benefice)	 01985 215460 
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Churchwarden	 Charles Thackway	 01373 832048
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Clues across
1	 Returning drunkard sees several more (8)
5	 Chap captures knight with queen – that’s how Arab 

may move? (6)
9	 Worry oneself about a feature of some bats (4-4)
10	 Causes alarm and anxiety on board (6)
12	 Build sports ground in abandoned encampment (5)
13	 Good man consumes small dinner perhaps – like 

some biscuits (9)
14	 Try comic line to start to soothe raving road user 

(5-7)
18	 Not easily wound up, happening to lose one’s rag 

about politician sacking son (4-8)
21	 Some bad fielding leads to defeat (9)
23	 Island institute gets rid of Academician (5)
24	 Clergyman’s wife dismisses first couple to show 

affection (6)
25	 After short trip, detective has extremely 

communicable disease (8)
26	 Noisily knocked back a delicious drink (6)
27	 The majority should be kept in the warm – it stops 

bleeding (as American has it) (8)

Clues down
1	 Insectivore that’s often recognisable? Not 

entirely (6)
2	 Most strict, keeping one’s woman in order (6)
3	 Craft shop’s closing and left a bit too untidy (5-

4)
4	 With yours truly absent, teaches class about 

mounting special electrical items (12)
6	 Necktie accepted by Hamish? (5)
7	 Spice sexual excitement up with married man (8)
8	 Determined to rule out taking pills (8)
11	 We had a celeb dancing outside hotel, maybe 

right on the Strand? (7,5)
15	 Cut short street party that’s getting noisier (9)
16	 One cuts corners, sloppily producing chemical 

used in dyeing (8)
17	 Satisfied by interpretation of Eroica except the 

last bit, which is very fast (8)
19	 Refuse to take exam again around start of 

semester (6)
20	 Fresh money to support soldiers (6)
22	 Opera for La Scala at heart? (5)

Canopus
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On Thursday 12th December, members met 
for a Christmas Dinner at The Royal Oak 
in Corsley in place of our normal meeting. 
A good meal, a picture quiz, a general 
knowledge quiz and some lighthearted 
readings by the committee resulted in a very 
enjoyable evening.

The Wiltshire Federation has given us some 
information about the various trips and 
events being organized for 2014. These 
include walking tours of either Bradford-
on-Avon or Malmesbury, another chance 
to visit the Biogas Digester at Warminster, a 
Literary Evening with Rosie Thomas, a talk 
about Rachmaninov and his music and a 
workshop on Pressed Flowers. Full details 
will be available to members at our January 
meeting. 

Being a WI member brings enormous 
opportunities, fun and friendship and also 
a chance to learn new skills at Denman, 
the WI Training College near Oxford. 
Corsley WI holds a draw each year for one 
lucky member to win a bursary covering 

the cost of a weekend course at Denman. 
The Wiltshire Federation arrange talks and 
visits and even holidays, including a Mystery 
Tour holiday in March and a holiday to 
Killarney and the Ring of Kerry in October. 
WI members can also enjoy the benefit of 
special discounted cruises with SAGA. 

If you would like to join our WI and take 
part in any of these activities, you would be 
made very welcome. The subscription fee 
compares very favourably to many other 
organisations and we are in the process of 
arranging some fantastic speakers covering 
a wide range of subjects to give us talks in 
2014/15. The lowest age limit is 18 and we 
hope that our meetings are enjoyable for 
members of all ages. 

We will be back in the Reading Room at 
Corsley for our next meeting, at 2.30pm 
on 9th January, when Wafaa Powell will 
demonstrate Lebanese Cookery, which we 
hope to sample afterwards! The competition 
is for a pretty plate.

news from the ladies

Corsley WI
December News
Carol Seward rounds off 2013 and announces 
some forthcoming events 

The following activities are open to anyone over 18, so why not join us in 
the Reading Room in Corsley? 
Coffee Morning	 First Tuesday each month, 10-12noon
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, 2.30pm
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4pm
More details on the Gardening Club and Bridge Club from Pauline on 01985 215760



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927
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The health of the planet is a cause of 
distress for many. Over the last century, the 
planet has slowly been getting worse and 
worse, and it’s not fair to people around 
us. You wouldn’t like it if someone trashed 
your bedroom, would you? Well, people are 
trashing our planet. And we’ve got to stop it.

Firstly, when people drive around in cars, 
they release gases into the atmosphere 
which trap sunlight and slowly heat up the 
world. And there is a hole in the protective 
ozone layer, which protects the world from 
harmful rays. These rays can poison people 
and give them skin cancer. We need to 
stop it! So, if it is possible, walk or cycle 
somewhere instead of going in the car.

Secondly, the polar ice caps are melting 
because of global warming. The worst thing 
is, when the ice melts it releases bacteria 
which speed up global warming! A terrible 
thing about all the melting ice is the polar 
bears. If the ice melts, and cracks, the polar 
bears will drown and so will their cubs. Also 
when the freshwater ice melts, and then 
freezes again, animals have to go further 
to find their food, which lives in salt water. 
If this continues, polar bears, and other 
species, cannot remain in the world.

However! All is not lost. There are plenty 
of things we can do to make this world a 
better place. First of all, surely you’ve heard 
of recycling!? You can get a green bin, and 
you can take all sorts of old, broken things 
to a special rubbish tip where they are 
crushed and made into new things. Then 
you can conserve energy, by turning off 
lights when you leave a room, and if you are 
cold why not try putting on an extra jumper 
instead of turning up the heating? And, 
make sure taps are completely off!

So, when you are grown up, what will the 
world be like? Will it be a ghastly, terrible, 
dreadful, smoky, choked, appalling world, 
or a lush, luxurious, green, fresh, pleasing 
world? It’s up to us, all we have to do is our 
little bit. If everyone did all this and more, 
it would be simplicity in itself to save the 
planet! We surely can’t be so selfish as to 
ruin the world for our descendants? At the 
moment it seems like the answer may just 
be yes. But it is still possible to change it for 
the better! We can do this. Remember, just a 
little bit goes a long way.

Anna Kline, aged 10 
Chapmanslade Primary School 

Chapmanslade School student Anna Kline writes 
earnestly about us all doing ‘our bit’ for the planet.

school news

From the classroom

The importance of being 
eco-friendly
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EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

Rose Knight

House sitting and dog and cat minding service
Tel 01373 464904      Mobile 07773 435254

ROGER PATCH
GENERAL BUILDERS

Now offering purpose-made joinery

We can now offer a purpose-made joinery service to  
complement our general building business

Please ring us for quotations on windows, doors, stairs, etc.

Cedar Cottage, Wolverton, Zeals, Wiltshire, BA12 6LW

Telephone 01747 840449   Mobile 07971 686973

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283

Contact Sharon Marie on 07941 383883

Specialised mobile catering 
to suit your event

Tree Tops
Catering

All types of sash and wooden windows
suitable for Listed Buildings

Ian Gallagher
Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR

Tel: 01373 474637  Mobile: 07929 938419
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk

•	 Renovation
•	 Replacement
•	 Draught-proofing
•	 Small	repairs
•	 Replacement	cords,	pulleys	

handles, weights, glazing

Weatherproof
Windows Co.
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community news
Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
The final quarterly meeting of 2013 was held on 9th December, with 
a very full agenda and some important decisions made for 2014. 

Planning

One planning application had been 
received in the week before the meeting, for 
removal of some overhanging branches on 
listed trees on the Memorial Playing Field 
boundary, but this was returned as it was 
incomplete. 

Finance

The major purpose of the December 
quarterly meeting each year is to finalise 
the expenditure plans for the ‘in year’ 
spend and construct the budget supporting 
the bid for the Precept for the next year, 
i.e. the amount the PC wishes to add to 
the next year’s council tax bill. Details of 
this year’s budget and the precept bid for 
FY 2014/15 can be found on the website 
(www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk) and a 
summary is presented below.

The Parish precept represents approximately 
1% of your annual council tax bill. In real 
terms that’s £5,000 for the financial year 
2013/14 and, in addition to this sum, we 
have received rental from the Steiner School 
(SAF) for the Licence to use the Old School 
Playing Field (OSPF) and car park, plus 
a donation from the Elizabethan Evening 
Committee to help towards the maintenance 
of the OSPF. The detailed breakdown of this 
year’s budget is on the website and main 
elements of expenditure are:

Administration..................................... 33%

Grants to village organisations............. 26%

OSPF Lease payment (4th of 5)............. 22%

Maintenance....................................... 11%

Training................................................ 8%

As regards the precept bid for 2014/15, 
the general shape is the same as this year, 
but with two significant differences. First, 
SAF should vacate the Old School site at 
the end of the summer term 2014 and that 
source of income disappears; second, the 
PC has agreed to bring the Clerk’s salary 
up to national guidelines, after 11 years of 
stagnation, and to reflect better the actual 
minimum number of hours that the job 
requires. To cover these two changes, it 
estimated that the contribution from Council 
tax will rise to about 1.5% in 2014/15. 
However, It should also be noted that, over 
the last 13 years, the average increase in 
precept has lagged about 70% behind the 
rate of inflation.

Annual Parish Meeting and 
Community Rights

Two other linked issues were discussed, 
the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) and the 
new Community Rights enshrined in the 
2011 Localism Act. The APM (not to be 
confused with the Parish Annual General 
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Meeting) is a legal requirement on Parish 
Councils. It has a very flexible format, but 
is intended to provide a forum where the 
village, through their organisations, can 
hear and talk about what they have done, 
their plans, controversial issues affecting 
us all, etc. What the PC has tended to do 
In the past has been to engage a suitable, 
ideally prominent and interesting, speaker 
to enlighten us on the issues of the moment; 
last year we had David Bradley, late CEO 
of Longleat, and Lord Weymouth who told 
us all about the intended transformation to 
a combination of Fort Knox and Legoland. 
This year the PC proposes something 
different for the APM.

I am sure that you are all aware of the 
general thrust of the government’s well 
trumpeted plans to devolve new powers to 
Communities which has resulted, through 
the Localism Act, in the definition three 
‘Community Rights’:

Challenge – the right to take over local 
services

Bid - the right to list local assets 
for potential future purchase by the 
Community

Build – the right to develop 
Neighbourhood Plans which can then 
lead to communities being able to 
decide what and where they build though 
an accelerated planning process.

The degree to which these ‘rights’ can 
actually be enacted appears to be 
significantly circumscribed by the need to 
conform to national and local plans and 
other legislation, as well as placing local 
authorities in the driving seat to accept or 
reject Community proposals to exercise 
these rights. 

The PC decided that the Community Rights 
was just the right topic for the APM. None of 
the ‘rights’ summarised above is compulsory, 
but neither can they be taken up without 
Community involvement and agreement at 
various stages in the associated processes. 
This briefing is by way of advance notice that 
the APM, currently scheduled for Monday 
10th March, will be framed around an 
expert professional briefing on the topic 
and a chance for you to air views on the 
new rights. The PC has delegated a sub-
committee to investigate the details more 
thoroughly and the February and March 
editions of The Bridge magazines will carry 
more publicity on the topic and APM plans. 
In the meantime, the presentation slides 
used at the 9th December PC meeting on 
this topic are on the website.

Other items discussed included the OSPF 
maintenance, the potential for involvement 
in WW1 commemorative events and 
Longleat traffic.

Old School Playing Field

The plan agreed for the OSPF maintenance 
is to cut down the so-called ‘hedge’ on the 
northern boundary of the field, as this has 
been allowed to run wild and in no way 
functions as, or looks like, a hedge. The 
mature trees in front of the ‘hedge’ will then 
be drastically thinned out and the lower 
branches of those remaining taken off. The 
jubilee plantation trees, now that they are 
beginning to establish themselves, will be 
slightly thinned out to reduce overcrowding 
and to allow the grass in between to be cut 
at the same time as the routine mowing of 
the main playing field.

WW1 centenary

As far as the WW1 centenary is concerned, 

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk
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there has been no response to the PC from 
the village and there is no feeling amongst 
the PC in favour of commemoration of the 
beginning of the war. The decision is that 
there will be no further action taken by the PC. 

Longleat caravan site

One more meeting has been held with 
Longleat, Wiltshire Community and 
Highways staff. Highways have agreed to 
change the sign at Lane End to make clearer 
the routes to be taken by Caravan site 
and Longleat traffic, but no progress was 
made on achieving one way caravan traffic 
through Lane End. The Caravan Club have 
been invited to the next meeting, which will 
probably be early in the New Year, It will 
attempt to identify alternative routes and 
their cost/benefit. One positive outcome of 

the last meeting was that it is very likely that 
a new passing place will be constructed at 
the bottom of Gey’s Hill.

And finally...

Before signing off I have been asked to 
publish an all important telephone number, 
for those like me, who can never remember, 
or who have lost their timetable, what 
day which colour bin should be put out in 
Corsley. The number is 0300 456 0102.

Happy New Year to one and all and safe 
driving on our wonderfully refurbished 
A362. 

Neil Britten
Chairman, Corsley Parish Council

neil.britten@btinternet.com

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

New advertising rates
Trade advertising

We have kept our trade advertising rates 
unchanged for nearly two years now 
but our printing costs have increased, 
largely due to our colour cover (which 
has been well received) and more pages 
of content thanks to our contributors. Our 
new rates are shown on the last page 
and will be applied to invoices presented 
from January 2014 onward. We would 
like to thank all our advertisers for their 
continued support.

Small ads

We have slightly increased the ‘for sale’ 
and ‘wanted’ advertisements from 80p 
per item to £1 per item.

All other advertisements

There are no changes to the fees for 
other adverts.
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Wiltshire Rural Housing Association has four 
homes in Corsley for people wishing to live 
in the village but are unable to afford to 
buy a home here. Occasionally we have a 
vacancy and want a local person to fill it. 

In order to be considered for any vacancy 
you must have local connections, for 
example current residency in the village, 
family members living in the village or 
employment in the village.

All vacancies, when they arise, are 
advertised through Homes 4 Wiltshire and 
it is therefore necessary for you to register 
with them immediately so that when a home 
becomes available you will be able to be 
considered. Contact details are 0300 456 
0104 or www.homes4wiltshire.co.uk

On your application form you will need 
to state your preference for Corsley, this 
will also help to inform the Council of the 
number of people waiting for an affordable 
home in this village.

Don’t delay or you could miss out on the 
opportunity of renting an affordable home in 
the village.  

For further information please contact 
Wiltshire Rural Housing Association on 
01380 850916 or visit our website at  
www.wrha.co.uk

20 High Street
Bromham

Nr Chippenham
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

 
‘The Wiltshire Rural Housing Association is an exempt charity 
under the Charities Act 1993 and is registered with charitable 

rules under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965’

From time to time vacancies arise and it is important 
that local people know how to access the vacancies and be 
given the opportunity to be allocated one of our homes.

community news

Form an orderly queue for...

Affordable homes in 
Corsley

The mobile library service  
visits next on:

Thursday 9th January

10:10 - 10:30  
Corsley, by the Royal Oak pub

10:45 - 11:00  
Chapmanslade, outside 132 High St

11:05 - 12:00  
Chapmanslade, by the school

Future dates for this round are: 

23rd January, 6th & 20th February



Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07883 025475

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

One 250 sq ft room 
left. Historic country 
house setting. 
Excellent working 
environment.

Call 01373 832120

Office to let – Corsley

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will find a friendly welcome and a hearty  
breakfast in our listed Georgian Farmhouse.  
The quality en-suite bedrooms contain everything  
you need to ensure a comfortable stay.
Lyn and Fraser Mills ~ 01373 832858 or 07878 954563
Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4AE
www.blackdogfarm.co.uk



Regular times
Every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes.
Favourite hymns + tea party every third Sunday in the month at 5 to 6.30

House-group Bible study every Tuesday at 7.30
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Lyn and Fraser Mills ~ 01373 832858 or 07878 954563
Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4AE
www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Whitbourne Chapel

New home needed!

Family and friends are concerned I’m 
showing no interest in finding a new home. 
To stop them worrying, I signed up with 
a letting agency in November and, as I 
gave my details, I quipped, “If I don’t get 
organised soon, I’ll be needing a room at 
the inn.” The young man’s answer? “We 
don’t do rooms; we just do flats.” I wonder 
what he thought Christmas was all about?

At least I’m not struggling with Mary and 
Joseph’s situation. Their child was born in 
the stable of an overcrowded inn, to start 
with. Sometime after that, an angel told 
Joseph, in a dream, to pack up and run – to 
Egypt, avoiding King Herod’s murderous 
intentions. If you had a dream in which you 
were told, ‘Run or your child will die’, how 
would you respond? Would you believe the 
warning was real, to begin with?

It’s like going on holiday with the family and, 
while you’re away, being told in a dream, 
to run or your children will be killed. Would 
you believe it? Fortunately for us, Joseph 
did; he fled to Egypt with Mary and Jesus, 
remaining there until Herod was dead.

That wasn’t the end of their problems. 
Returning to Judea, they learned that 
Archelaus ruled in Herod’s place and, 
because he was no better than his 
predecessor, the family settled in Nazareth 
of Galilee instead. Let us thank God for this 
couple’s faith and resilience, which kept our 
infant Saviour safe.

Descriptions of Jesus

Light of the world ‘Then Jesus spoke to 
them again, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.” ‘ 

John 8:12
It’s good to be reminded of those words at 
this dark time of the year.

Wise words 

“Anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its 
sorrow – only today of its strength.”

Rev Charles H Spurgeon

Gill Redman 01373 832573
paradiselost@btinternet.com

January preachers:
5th	 Mr J Coxhead, retired builder
12th	 Mr R Hopwood, retired school teacher
19th	 Mr C Andrews, who works in Bath
26th	 Mr R Short, Frome businessman	

We wish all our readers a happy New Year!



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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How long does it take a pupil to learn to 
drive? That’s a question I get asked many 
times and, whilst I can give a generalisation 
of how many lessons the majority of pupils 
need, (80% need between 15 and 30 
lessons), perhaps 10% find learning very 
easy and can do it in under 15, the other 
10% find it incredibly hard and will need 
more than 30.

The variation in ability and aptitude I meet 
on a daily basis is truly incredible. There are 
some pupils who can do after 15 minutes 
what some pupils cannot do after 15 hours. 
Some people are naturally hard wired for 
driving, have good co-ordination, spatial 
awareness, good memory and judgement, 
and can ‘read’ the road. There are some 
who have none of these attributes. My job is 
to be able to teach not just those who find 
it easy, but also those that find it very hard, 
either physically or emotionally.

Mrs P immediately comes to mind. She 
had been learning to drive with various 
instructors on a regular basis for 23 years 
–yes, I do mean 23 years. Now, even if a 
pupil has not been taught very well, you 
would expect that after all those years 
she would at least be able control the 
car, i.e. steer, change gear, do hill-starts 
and basically drive along in a reasonable 
manner.

After all the usual waggling of the gear 
lever and checking over the right shoulder a 
million times before moving off, she would 
signal, clutch up and shoot backwards ten 
feet – even if the road was flat...

Normally I would not let such a  
situation develop, but after years of her 
learning to drive with other instructors, my 
job was to get her to identify her own faults, 
learn to take the initiative and help her get 
personally responsible for what happens, 
rather than being treated like a robot ‘do this, 
now do that’ kind of instruction.

‘Why might we be moving backwards Mrs P?’
‘I don’t know Steve’
‘When you bring the clutch up, we move 
backwards’
‘Yes Steve’
‘Why might that happen, since we are on the 
flat and it is not rolling back. It only moves 
back when you bring the clutch up.’ 
I don’t know Steve’
‘You keep selecting reverse gear instead of 
first’
‘No! Is that why it kept jumping backwards’?

Fairly early on I did try to persuade her to 
learn in an automatic, as it was obvious that 
gears and clutch were extra functions she 
found distracting, but she was having none of 
that. ‘I want to learn in a geared car Steve’. 
So we would have some hairy scary lessons 
and I would try persuading again... after 
maybe 6 months she finally agreed to give it 
a go. Following nearly two years of learning 
with a colleague who teaches in automatics, 
she passed her test.

I have to admire such determination, but I 
think if she had hired a chauffeur for all those 
years it would have been much cheaper for 
her.

Steve Dayman-Johns

Tales from the 
passenger seat

recollections



Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller 

meeting room and kitchen facilities 
all available for hire

Parties • clubs • meetings • classes • etc
Contact Rosemary Collins for details

01373 832789

NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

27 High Street, Warminster,  
Wiltshire, BA12 9AG 

Telephone  
01985 988192

Email  
sales@bluebellkitchens.co.uk

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

We offer a range of care and accommodation to cater for the varying needs of retired and elderly 
people, either in the full care of Wren House, or assisted living in our two Coach House flats. 
Alternatively, more able and independent elderly people may choose to purchase an Orchard 

Retirement Apartment, with the assurance of care facilities close at hand.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds - Manager
Wren House, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163 
Mobile 07976 252045

Small, friendly B&B with a twin and double room  
and off street parking

Call Liz on 01373 300759
103 High Street, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AN

www.tholdbluehouse.co.uk

the old
Blue House
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NSM BUILDING & 
ROOFING

For all your plumbing roofing and 
general building requirements 

Contact Nick Madelin 
Tel: 01380 830 370 

Mobile: 07766 102 034

Over 25 years experience  

Credits in City & Guilds

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

PILATES
Small group classes  

and 1:1 tuition
Improve your posture and mobility 

Lengthen, strengthen and tone 
Rehabilitate after injury

Classes in Warminster and  
Horningsham

www.hhpilates.com
Call Caroline on 07734 904193

David Noble
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

• Complete installations
• Minor works/repairs
• Testing
• Intruder alarms
• Lighting design

5 Swaledale Road
Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 8FH

Tel   01985 214630
Mobile   07970 618232

dcnoble@btinternet.com

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fields and paddocks
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I have now decided to write in freehand 
and ask an unpaid scribe to email it to The 
Bridge. Rather than starting the New Year 
with moaning, let’s try to be positive! 
 
Autumn was really positive. Crops were 
all harvested eventually and on the whole 
the barns were filled, so very unlike 2012. 
So we know now that next the few months, 
although the hardest physically, will be 
without last year’s worry of “where has all 
the feed gone” long before turning-out time. 

December 21st has the shortest daylight 
hours, so by mid-January we shall see 
longer days for working, which definitely 
helps. 

The cattle will nearly all be ‘housed’ except 
for those grazing root crops and munching 
silage. These will be put out on the lightest 
land where they can do little damage to the 
soil with their hooves, and the silage bags 
can be stored around the edges of the fields. 

Much care is put into keeping the cattle 
comfortable when lying down. They must 
have beds of clean and fresh straw or sand. 
Plastic windbreaks are put up around the 
building allowing fresh air to filter through: 
this keeps the temperature at a healthy 
level so that bugs causing illness such as 
pneumonia don’t occur. 

The sheep near to lambing are housed so 
their condition can be monitored 24 hours 
a day. For those looking after hoggets (last 
year’s late lambs), moving them, weighing 
them and marketing them correctly are all 
important. 

Many sheep from the uplands will graze 
on local dairy farms where their safely is 
more assured, with less risk of snow and 
bad weather. They will be returned to their 
home farms on Exmoor, in Wales and even 
Northern England to lamb in April and/or 
May. 

The next month or so will see the end 
of the shooting season; those lovely 
pheasants, ducks and partridges will strut 
around knowing that only road traffic and 
occasional foxes are their enemies. 

Take a walk through the woods and 
countryside when you have time. Look out 
for all those animal and bird prints in the 
mud and snow. Enjoy those bright, crisp 
days when the leaves crackle underfoot and 
the sunshine lifts your spirits. 

Look forward to 2014! 

Judith Helliar

Having written my January Countryside Matters on my iPad (given to me by my 
despairing children) all about the problems farmers have had in the last two years, 
I managed to press the wrong button and so it all disappeared!  Was that an omen?

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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“But surely, the 
people who love 
me know what 
I need without 

me having to spell it out! And if they don’t, 
well then they simply don’t love me enough, 
or even at all. Oh, no – I am unloved and 
unhappy.”

Familiar? I’ve been there. Maybe you have 
too. In fact, I’m betting we all have at some 
time in our lives. Why are we so resistant to 
asking for what we need from other people? 
Well, it’s a risk – we might get the answer 
we don’t want and, in so doing, we’ll have 
revealed ourselves and have made ourselves 
vulnerable. And still we might be unsatisfied. 
But at least then we know where we stand 
and, as Carl Rogers – a prominent writer 
and thinker in the counselling field – said, 
“All the facts are friendly.” When we’re clear 
about what others can or can’t offer, we can 
decide what we want to do: look elsewhere 
for what we need or maybe even to 
compromise and accept what is on offer. We 
might feel a bit wobbly taking this approach 
for the first time but it seems to me that this 
is the powerful thing to do as we regain 
control over ourselves.

No-one else can know what you really need 
all the time. They can guess, based on their 
knowledge of you or of themselves and 
what they might need if they were you. But 
they’re not you and a guess isn’t as good as 
a checked-out, clearly stated and negotiated 
request.

So, if others aren’t giving you what you 
need, either they can’t, they won’t or they 

don’t know what that is. By communicating 
your needs, you take a risk, yes, but the 
rewards can be rich. Only those who can 
really ‘see’ you as you are can really love 
you. 

It’s up to you to let them.

If you feel unable to ask for what you 
need or if you have something else you’d 
like to discuss in confidence and without 
judgement, come and see me: I practice at 
St Margaret’s Church, Deep Lane, Corsley. 
A first half hour meeting with me is free of 
charge.	

www.carolinelevine.co.uk
07817 192008

le_vine@sky.com

Asking for what 
you need
Caroline Le Vine, Counsellor in Corsley 
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Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1	 HMS Victory 
2	 Sandie Shaw in 1967 with Puppet 

on a String (UK had finished 2nd 
five times previously) 

3	 £1000 – that got you checking! 
4	 John Keats (“To Autumn”) 
5	 16 
6	 Six 
7	 870 miles (although no doubt a 

couple of new roundabouts and by-
passes have gone in since I set the 
question!) 

8	 Zorro 
9	 Holland – and it’s Made 

backwards! 
10	 2003 
11	 Horses 
12	 24 x 3 + 9 = 81

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

FOR SALE
Pekin Buff Banties – £5 each. 	
	 t. 07878 954563

FOR SALE
Trailer – refurbished – 250 kilo, excellent 
condition – £150 ovno. 	
	 t. 01985 215760

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert. All monies must be at one of the two  

drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 4pm on the  
19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.



FROME MOTOR COMPANY
(formerly Manor Road Motor Company)

157a The Butts, Frome, Somerset, BA11 4AQ

www.fromemotorcompany.co.uk

Car and commercial vehicle sales
• MOTs arranged

• Servicing cars and small vans     •General repairs
FREE pick up and delivery available from 

Frome/Corsley/Chapmanslade area

Telephone 01373 451372   Mobile 07971 539046

Email fromemotorco@hotmail.co.uk 

Frome Heating Specialists
M A Knight

01373 832578
Heating and plumbing engineers specialising in:

Solar heating
Oil and gas boiler servicing

Boiler replacement
Energy management

Pressurised hot water systems
Underfloor heating systems

Family business established 1964
Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

FHS



Acres Supply
For all your gardening and aquatic needs

John White Landscape
Providing an all-round design and landscaping service
A family business established in 1970

Bay Tree Farm . Corsley . Wiltshire . BA12 7PP . 01373 832591 . acressupply.com


