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Frome Heating Specialists
M A Knight

01373 832578
Heating and plumbing engineers specialising in:

Solar heating
Oil and gas boiler servicing

Boiler replacement
Energy management

Pressurised hot water systems
Underfloor heating systems

Family business established 1964
Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME
We are a mother and daughter team 
running a professional, friendly agency 
specialising in:

24 hour live-in care
Helping loved ones stay in their own 
home, maintaining their independence.

Domicilliary Care
For short periods of time, perfect for 
clients who enjoy their independence but 
appreciate a helping hand.
For more information telephone 01373 836767
email: castlecarewessex@btconnect.com 
www.castlecarewessex.com

Castle Care Wessex
 Because your home is your castle

FHS

199876



Heading

The Bridge February 2016  |  1www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies

News from the Nest 
fledgling fun

Parish Council briefing 
Chapmanslade 

Deadline
Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 
4pm 19th February

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £7.50, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see information on the last page.

Bob’s Bafflers 
a cunning quiz

Parish Council briefing 
Corsley

Three Open Doors 
news from the pews
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have your say
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views from over the hedge
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February
Tuesday 2nd
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 3rd
Warminster mobile library

Saturday 6th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak
Cleyhill Stompers at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade – 9 pm ‘til late

Wednesday 3rd
Little Cuckoo’s 'Stay and Play’ – 9.30 - 11 am, at the school, Lyes Green

Thursday 11th
Corsley WI – OPEN Meeting and afternoon tea - ‘Barefoot at Buckingham Palace’ –  
2.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th
Book your table for Valentine’s Day at the Royal Oak, Corsley!

Wednesday 17th
Warminster mobile library

Thursday 18th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - noon, Three Horseshoes 
Chapmanslade
Cinema Corsley - ‘The Martian’ – 7 for 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 24th
Lite Bites Soup Lunch – 12.30, Corsley Reading Rooms

March
Tuesday 1st
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 2nd
Warminster mobile library

Thursday 3rd
Warminster Area Board – 7 pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Diary Dates
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Friday 4th
Little Cuckoo’s ‘Stories by Starlight’, at the school, Lyes Green

Saturday 5th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak
Frome Inner Wheel Wine and Cheese Lunch – 12 noon - 2 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Sunday 6th
Mothering Sunday (Don’t forget to book a table at the Royal Oak, Corsley!)

Monday 7th
Corsley’s Annual Parish Meeting – 6.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Friday 11th
A little night music for a spring evening - popular classics you know and love –  
7 for 7.30 pm, St Margaret’s Church
Irish Night – 7 pm - 11 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 10th
Corsley WI – Annual Meeting – 2.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade School

Wednesday 16th
Warminster mobile library

Thursday 17th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - noon, Three Horseshoes 
Chapmanslade
Cinema Corsley - ‘The Lady in the Van’ – 7 for 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 19th
‘All Things Animal’ (inc companion dog show) – 10 am - 4 pm, Rye Hill Barn, Longbridge 
Deverill
Barn Dance – Chapmanslade Village Hall

Wednesday 23rd
Lite Bites Soup Lunch – 12.30, Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 24th
Corsley Show Quiz Night – 7 for 7.30 pm start, Royal Oak, Corsley

Wednesday 30th
Warminster mobile library

Diary Dates
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Corsley litter 
pickers

We meet opposite the Royal Oak at 10 am 
on the first Saturday of each month. Our 
next ‘pick’ is on Saturday 6th February – 
do come along and help keep our village 
beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor

Bin collections
for February

Corsley
Green bin

Wednesday 10th and 24th

Blue bin
Wednesday 10th and 24th

Black recycling box
Thursday 4th and 18th

Black bin
Friday 5th and 19th

Chapmanslade
Green bin

Wednesday 10th and 24th

Blue bin
Wednesday 10th and 24th

Black recycling box
Friday 5th and 19th

Black bin
Wednesday 3rd and 17th

Valentine’s Day  
at the Royal Oak

Treat your special someone to a delicious 
home-cooked meal made with love; whether 
it’s from our appetising main menu or a 
romantic feast from our talented chef’s 
specials board (below).
Valentine’s Day bookings now being taken 

for Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th February
Book now – don’t miss out! 01373 832238

Valentine’s Day Specials 
Starters

Pan seared scallops� £6.95
served with crispy herb salad and orange 
beurre blanc
Cornish crab and salmon tian� £5.95
served with celeriac remoulade and a tomato 
and coriander salsa

Mains
Pan roasted fillet steak� £26.95
served with sautéd wild mushrooms, 
pancetta and baby onions with chateau 
potatoes and seasonal vegetables

Fillet of seabass� £15.95
served with roasted fennel, herb couscous 
and roasted tomatoes, finished with a basil 
pesto

Balsamic, onion and goats’ cheese tart  	
� £12.95
with roasted figs and red pepper puree (V)

Desserts
Dark and white chocolate truffle cake 
with Baileys cream� £4.95

Turkish Delight Panna Cotta � £4.95
with homemade biscotti

Please let us know if you have any special dietary 
requirements or would like to see the information 
on allergens



Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

Bride by Design
Bridal Gowns & Accessories

2 Silver Street
Warminster
BA12 8PS

01985 217216

Please contact us to arrange an appointment
www.bridebydesign.biz

Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near Looe

Hayter
Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522

Precious Paws Grooming Studio
 Luxurious mobile grooming 
 service for cats and dogs 

Grooming, Bathing, Handstripping, Clipping 
and Microchipping       City & Guilds Qualifi ed 

Contact Alison on 
07887 721418 or 01985 510115



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 

ANTIQUE AND MODERN 
FURNITURE

v FREE ESTIMATES v

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone Lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

McCulloch
        F U R N I T U R E

Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Libraries
Studies • Media furniture • Offices • Freestanding

The Workshop, Bruton Lane, Upton Noble, Somerset, BA4 6AH
Telephone 01749 850000  Fax 01749 850055  Mobile 07887 892633

enquiries@McCullochfurniture.co.uk
www.McCullochfurniture.co.uk



Blimey gore!
Ghosties, bridesmaids and dashing young bucks!! 

But what, when and where, I hear you ask can I find all these things?

Saturday 6th August 2016
Manor Farm, Corsley, BA12 7QE

The Elizabethan Evening comes over all Cornwellian... 
Yes, me old grockles The Elizabethan Evening 2016 will be presenting

‘Ruddigore’
by Messrs Gilbert and Sullivan 

To be performed by the outstanding Illyria theatre company.

Your humble scribe offers profuse apologies for the very late announcement of 
this year’s great and magnificent Elizabethan Evening adventure, but auditions 
have kept this poor miscreant rather more prone than usual for the time of year.

‘Ruddigore’ has a chorus of bridesmaids and such has been the clamour for parts 
this year, the casting couch at S L Easy (Thespian Management Inc) has been in 
constant use for many a month and is now on it’s second set of springs. Further 
auditions and casting opportunities will be held behind the barn in Longfield in 
June. (Wednesdays, 7 pm, bring your own blanket).

After the huge success of last year’s performance of the Three Musketeers 
by Illyria, we have retained them yet again for this year’s play. So whip out 
cutlasses, veils, rapiers, belaying pins, and join us in Rederring on Saturday 6th 
August.

The Inn of the Fallen Woman will be open to slake the throats of young 
bucks and bridesmaids all. Fear nought for rumbling tums, for in the hallowed 
sanctities of Corsley Kitchens, preparation and experimentations of great daring 
are already well advanced for a repast of great nourishment and splendiferous 
display.

We may yet see the opening of a new venture this year – the ‘Spa of Restored 
Virtues’ (Chris’s old pond) where, for few groats, you can soak naked in the 
effluvia of Mother Nature.

Your humble and wearied Barman 
(Discounts available for particularly wicked ladies)

So save the date and be prepared to ring Clare on 01373 832113  
for further ticket and supper information.
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Bob’s bafflers
1 What was New York City called prior to 1674? 

2 Called Vectis by the Romans, how is this island known now?

3 Whose body was recovered from a lake in May 2007, 34 years after he went missing?

4 Which motorway connects Liverpool to Hull?

5 Who was the wife of Leofric, Earl of Mercia?

6 What is the two word inscription on the George Cross?

7 The TV show ‘Big Brother’ took its name from which George Orwell novel?

8 On which lake does the city of Chicago stand?

9 In World War 2, what were ‘Little boy’ and ‘Fatman’?

10 What is the title of the National Anthem of Wales?

11 Which siblings was the fi rst duo to top the UK singles chart?

12 Which is the only US State that has a name ending with ‘g’? 
Answers on page 52

Corsley Show 
Bank Holiday Monday, 29th August

The pre-schedule was published in the 
December edition of The Bridge, giving 
advance details of the classes in four 
Divisions of the 2016 Show. For creative 
crafters and active artists, the classes in 
Divisions G and I will offer the opportunity 
to use the winter nights to produce exquisite 
exhibits for us to display!

For the gardeners, there are details of the 
vegetable and fl ower classes in Divisions 
A (open) and C (closed). This will give 
gardeners the chance to purchase the 
appropriate seeds and prepare their 
growing plan. This month you can sow 
leeks, parsnips, shallots, onions, tomatoes, 

and sweet peas either indoors or in the 
greenhouse to give them a good start, so 
happy growing!

Acres Supply, Barters Plant Centre and 
Mole Valley Farmers sponsor the Corsley 
Show and all have a wide variety of seed 
packets on sale. Two of the best sources of 
information and advice are at:
• www.rhs.org.uk and 
• www.gardenersworld.com/fruit-and-veg

Finally, on the 24th March, the Royal Oak 
will kindly host another Quiz Night in 
support of the Show. Look out for details on 
page 17 and on the village websites.



Clare Merritt
Quality re-upholstery and loose covers

Curtain make up
Roman blinds made to measure

Fabrics, curtain poles, etc
01373 464993                  Established 1973

Piano Tuition
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss LLCM BEd
Teacher Pianoforte and Theory

reasonable rates ~ 01373 832829

The pub Chapmanslade deserves
the three horseshoes

threehorseshoeschapmanslade

Open daily from 10am-11pm serving delicious home cooked
food (12-3pm & 6-10pm Mon – Sat. All day Sun.) Enjoy a

refreshing drink in our beer garden with spectacular views
of Longleat and Cley Hill or indulge with of one of our
regular meals deals by the warm, open fire on a bitter

winter’s day. We organise monthly events featuring live
music, comedy and much more!

Call us on 01373 832 211
Follow us on Facebook for more details.

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk



Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

FENCING

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 832613
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

 For children aged 2-5 years 
 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
 8am - 5pm; Tuesday 8am - 3.30pm
 Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
 visit and a free trial session for your child
 Breakfast club and after-school club available.
 Term time only

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected
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Corsley Parish Council

ANNUAL 
PARISH

MEETING
6.30 pm, Monday 7th March 

Corsley Reading Rooms

BROADBAND IN CORSLEY 
AND POTENTIAL WAYS 

FORWARD
Hugh Deed and Neil Carpenter

••

CORSLEY READING ROOM    
THE FUTURE

An update from the new Chairman, 
 Hugh Deed

••

THE PC CHAIRMAN’S 
ANNUAL REPORT 

and 

ANY QUESTIONS

••

All Parish Councils in England are required by 
law to hold an Annual Parish Meeting each 

year. The meeting allows the Council and local 
community organisations to explain what they 

have been doing over the last year and electors 
can have their say on anything which they 

consider is important to the people of the parish. 
Note that it is not a Parish Council Meeting 

although chaired by the PC.

Marie Doreen Seago
It is with great sadness that I report 
the passing of my wife Marie Doreen 
Seago on the 22nd of November 
2015. Doreen struggled for many years 
with Multiple Sclerosis and Rheumatoid 
Arthritis.

My gratitude goes to my three 
children, who have given maximum support 
at this difficult time. My thanks and 
appreciation also go to parishioners and, 
in particular, Joan Bradshaw for their 
sympathy. 

Since our return from East Africa, 
Doreen enjoyed the rural life in Corsley 
and its community for over forty five 
years.

Terence Seago
Whitbourne Springs

Corsley 
Reading Room 

News
Early February will see the launch of a 
new website for the Reading Rooms. It will 
not only inform you about what facilities 
are available but also feature a calendar 
showing confirmed bookings to give you 
some idea of availability without having to 
contact anyone in person. Booking requests 
can also be made online.

We will also be listing details of events, both 
up-and-coming and regular.

www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk
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Showing next at Cinema Corsley – with not a bug-eyed alien in sight...

The Martian
The next film being shown by Corsley 
Cinema is The Martian on Thursday, 
February 18th and for anyone who hasn’t 
heard about it before or hasn’t seen the 
trailer, this isn’t about little green men, 
UFO’S, Doctor Spock, or shooting aliens. 
This is a very human story of one man trying 
to get home.

During a manned mission to Mars, the 
astronaut Mark Watney (played by Matt 
Damon) is presumed dead after a fierce 
storm hits the group of scientists, forcing 
them to abort the mission and the planet, 
leaving his body behind. But unknown to 
the rest of the crew and the world, he is 
still alive. And they’ve left him on Mars – 
millions of miles and many years from earth. 
Not a good day.

Mark now faces the challenge of somehow 
sending a message to NASA proving that, 
despite all evidence to the contrary, he is 

still alive. Then there is the thorny problem 
of how to get home when the only space 
craft has gone without him and his meagre 
supplies are quickly running out. He is the 
only man on a vast and hostile planet and 
must rely on his ingenuity, wit, (occasional 
disco music) and spirit to get him back. 

This is a rescue adventure that is rigorously 
realistic (apparently compulsory viewing for 
Major Tim Peake) and mixes high tech with 
low brow – a lot of ketchup and potatoes – 
against the backdrop of a visually stunning 
Martian landscape that is as beautiful as it 
is brutal. 

Cinema Corsley is non-profit making, run by 
the village for the residents of Corsley and 
Chapmanslade (and anyone else who wants 
to come!) with any proceeds going to the 
Reading Room.

Hope to see you there!

An evening of  
traditional Irish music and dancing

featuring SHEBEEN
Friday 11th March at Corsley Reading Room

7 pm – 11 pm

Traditional Irish Supper (+ vegetarian option) and Bar

Tickets £13.50
Tickets Jenny Rutty 01373 832418 and Committee Members
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Visit our website at www.moviola.org 
 

Charity No 1107649 
 

WILTSHIRE MOVIOLA 
in association with 

CORSLEY READING ROOM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
proudly presents 

CINEMA CORSLEY 
 

BRING HIM HOME 

 
Matt Damon stars as astronaut Mark Watney,  

presumed dead after a fierce storm  
and abandoned by his crew alone on Mars.   

He must use all his ingenuity to survive and find a way to signal to Earth. 
 
 
 

in Corsley Reading Room  
Thursday 18 February at 7.30 pm 

Doors open 7.00 pm 
Refreshments and licensed bar 

 

Tickets: £6.00  
Available from Acres Supply Garden Centre: Tel 01373 832591 

  
www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk 



Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

Specialist installers of Macadam 
Sports Surfaces with laser technology
•	Tennis	courts
•	Playgrounds
•	Multi-use	games	areas
•	Football,	hockey	& 
cricket	pitches

•	Synthetic	grass
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Some newspapers seem to make a habit 
of headlines that read “X causes cancer”, 
where X can be anything from tight belts to 
radioactivity (both have 
appeared in a well-known 
daily paper). So how do 
we, the public, tell what is 
carcinogenic (can cause 
cancer) and avoid it? 

The International Agency 
for Research on Cancer 
(IARC) is the body charged by the World 
Health Organisation with classifying 
substances to show whether they are 
suspected to cause cancer. They classify 
a substance into one of fi ve categories 
according to the effect on humans:
1 (Carcinogenic) includes things for which 

there is defi nite evidence that they cause 
cancer in humans – such as smoking, 
exposure to sun, alcohol and processed 
meats. 

2A (Probably carcinogenic) includes things 
for which there is evidence for cancer in 
animal experiments, but limited evidence 
in humans - such as red meat, steroids, 
and ‘Roundup’ herbicide

2B (Possibly carcinogenic) there is limited 

evidence in animals, and this group 
includes coffee, gasoline and pickled 
vegetables. 

3 (Carcinogenicity 
not classifi able) is for 
things such as tea, 
fl uorescent lighting and 
polyethylene where there 
is inadequate evidence 
for cancer in either 
humans or animals. 

4 (Probably not carcinogenic) has 
evidence showing no carcinogenicity in 
animals or humans.

The IACR has so far classifi ed over 900 
compounds, and of these only ONE 
(caprolactam, used in synthetic fi bre 
production) has been placed in Category 4. 
About 500 compounds are in Category 3. 

What IARC has done is identify hazards. 
These are not the same as risks. Excessive 
alcohol consumption is defi nitely a hazard, 
but if you don’t drink there is no risk to you. 
Similarly, with smoking (although there is 
the added complication of other people’s 
smoke).

continued...

As World Cancer Day approaches, Professor Brown off ers an 
insight into how substances are classifi ed as carcinogenic

science

Biology: changing the world

Is there anything that 
doesn’t cause cancer?

4 (Probably not carcinogenic) has 
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There is a well-known phrase ‘the dose 
makes the poison’. In other words, the 
amount of a substance determines whether 
it is poisonous or not. Many medicines are 
poisonous if taken in excess, but benefi cial 
at the normal doses. Similarly, eating red 
meat or drinking alcohol in moderation is 
low-risk for cancer.

Organic food activists have latched onto 
the fact that the weedkiller glyphosate 
(Monsanto’s ‘Roundup’ herbicide) is a 
class 2A carcinogen. However, there have 
been concerns about the validity of the 
experimental data in which this decision was 
based. Also, the amounts used in agriculture 

that could possibly appear on food crops 
are miniscule by comparison with those used 
experimentally – again ‘the dose makes the 
poison’ 

I shall continue to eat red meat and drink 
coffee and alcohol in moderation. I shall 
also continue to keep down those pesky 
weeds by using Roundup. 

Nigel Brown is a retired Professor of 
Microbiology, now living in Chapmanslade. 
He is happy to receive comments, questions 

and suggestions for future articles at 
nigelbrown48@gmail.com.

Chapmanslade CE VA 
Primary School

The Governing Body currently has a vacancy 
for a Governor. The role of the school 
governor is more important than ever. The 
Governing Body plays a critical role in 
the school’s success and the success of its 
children. Governors ensure there is clarity 
of vision, ethos and strategic direction, 
hold school leaders to account for the 
educational performance of the school 
and its pupils, and oversee the fi nancial 
management of the school and making sure 
its money is well spent. 

No special qualifi cations are needed and 
the most important thing is to have a keen 
interest in the school and be prepared to 
play an active part in the governing body’s 

work. Training is available for all governors. 
Being a governor will enable you to develop 
new skills, create strong links with the school 
community and infl uence the school’s 
vision and strategy for the future. By joining 
the governing body you can contribute 
to making decisions that have a huge 
impact on the lives of young people in your 
community as every governor has a role 
to play in helping make sure every young 
person gets the best possible education.

If this sounds of interest to you and you 
would like to fi nd out more then please 
contact Sarah Andrews, Clerk to Governors 
on clerk@chapmanslade.wilts.sch.uk. 
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The Queen’s
90th Birthday

Offi cial celebrations 
June 2016

CORSLEY STREET 
PARTY?

Weekend of 11/12 June 

Do you want Corsley to 
have its own outdoor public 

celebration?

Are you or your organisation 
prepared to get involved in 
setting up and running an 

event?

The Parish Council is ready 
to support any initiative and 
arrange a public meeting for 

interested parties.

If you are interested, please contact your 
Parish Clerk, John Willcox, by phone or 

email before 10th February
 corsleypc_jdw@aol.co.uk

01373 832171

????
Corsley Show 

Horticultural and Crafts Committee 
invite you to a 

Quiz Night
Thursday 24th March

Royal Oak, Corsley
7 pm for 7.30 pm start

Up to six in a team
£10 per head to include a meal

Raffle 
Limited spaces so book early! 

Contact Kerry on 01373 832238

You are invited to join us for a

Talk and
Afternoon Tea
Thursday 11th February
Corsley Reading Room

an amusing talk
by Susan Marshfi eld

‘Barefoot at 
Buckingham Palace’

Talk begins at 3 pm
followed by Tea at 3.45 pm

Admission £5               Raffl e

Proceeds to Corsley WI



Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller meeting room 

and kitchen facilities all available for hire
Parties  •  clubs  •  meetings  •  classes  •  etc

Contact Gill Parkinson for details
01373 832322

www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

•	Macadam	surfacing
•	Block	paving
•	Resin	bonded	surfacing
•	Coloured	Macadams

Enjoy a Beautiful 
Lawn this summer...
You can have a beautiful, 
lush and weed free lawn.
Lawn Envy can revive your lawn 
this summer with their tailor-made 
treatment programme. Make your 
lawn the envy of your neighbours.

For your FREE lawn assessment call

01985 221107 or visit
www.lawnenvy.net



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, rounds up January’s meeting

The Christmas period was fairly quiet 
for the Parish Council, with just one 
Occasional Meeting on the 18th January. 
This was primarily to discuss a planning 
application, but the opportunity was taken 
to discuss a number of ongoing issues. 

Planning Applications 

15/12379/FUL – Two storey extension at 
Deerleap Cottage, The Hollow

This is an application for a large, two-storey 
extension on the north side of Deerleap 
Cottage, in a style compatible with the 
existing twin gable cottage. The house 
footprint would be increased by 80%, 
providing additional accommodation for 
extended family, a carer and a working 
studio. There are no proposed changes to 
vehicle access. 

Deerleap Cottage sits within a large plot 
of land, most of which is designated 
agricultural and the extension will bring the 
development within about seven metres 
of the residential boundary, but with no 
overlook to any nearby properties or 
detrimental impact on the locality. The plot 
is large and the development is of the same 
order as others approved in Corsley in 
recent times.

The PC offered no objection to the proposal, 
but did add an observation that any future 
non-agricultural use of the land to the north 
and north east of the property must be the 

subject of a change of use application.

15/11430/FUL – Corsley Old School 
development

This has now been granted by Wiltshire, 
with a number of conditions relating to 
conservation of bats and a restriction 
on any future use or disposal of the 
detached garage for let or as separate 
accommodation. 

Finance – donations and grants

By the time of publication of this Bridge, the 
deadline for applications will have passed. 
To date, four applications have been 
received: the litter pickers, Reading Rooms, 
Corsley & Chapmanslade PCC and the 
Corsley War Memorial Playing Field. These 
will be considered at the first Occasional 
Meeting in February.

Streetscene

Two outstanding issues have now been 
decided, the Highways response to the 
Court Lane flooding problems and the 30 
mph limit Lane End/Corsley Heath to Lyes 
Green.

At Court Lane, despite the best combined 
efforts of Simon Jasper and our Area 
Coordinator, Wiltshire Highways Department 
has decided not to go ahead with any 
remedial works. Their judgement was “Such 
works were explored and costed locally 
with the recognition that fairly extensive 

community news



The Bridge February 2016  |  21www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

kerbing would be needed to restore the 
previous verge edge as well as retaining the 
amount and level of ground behind; these 
works were found not to offer a beneficial 
likely return on the cost involved in this, 
particularly when it was obvious that in 
addition to private causation in terms of 
land management, the proposed kerbing 
would simply transfer the water and hence 
any problem to the highway and any private 
property down the road, one of the latter 
already clearly having had preventative 
works in relation to drainage, carried out 
on their frontage previously. Accordingly the 
Highway Authority have now decided not to 
proceed with these works.”

As regards the 30mph limit, there had 
been one objection relating to the cost 
of implementation and the unlikelihood 
of enforcement. This has now been 
considered by the responsible Wiltshire 
Cabinet Member, Phillip Whitehead, who 
has decided in favour of implementation. 
The decision notice and response to the 
objection will be published on The Bridge 
website.

Old School Playing Field (OSPF) – 
Little Cuckoos lease

In the last edition of The Bridge, I reported 
the approach received by the PC from Little 
Cuckoos for additional land at the OSPF. 
The PC has now resolved to engage in 
discussions with Little Cuckoos with a view 
to modifying the current lease, which runs 
until December 2018, to include additional 
land on the north west side of the OSPF and 
other details of the interface between PC 
and Little Cuckoos. Mike Butler and Olly 
Hares will lead for the PC.

Broadband

There are two developments on this front. 
Hugh Deed and I met Richard Kitson, from 
the Upper Deverill Valley, who had run their 

campaign for some years to get superfast 
broadband to Kingston and Monkton 
Deverill. They were eventually successful, 
though not for reasons which are likely to 
be repeated in Corsley. However, he was 
able to give us some very useful advice 
on our own campaign and his experience 
reinforced the direction of all the excellent 
work done by Hugh and Neil Carpenter. 

We now have a date for a meeting with 
Wiltshire On Line (WoL) and BT Openreach, 
1st February, when we intend to put the 
case for Corsley and expose the results and 
conclusions of Hugh and Neil’s work.

Social Housing – Bay Tree Close

This project is now entering the ‘pre-
planning’ stage, with the expectation of a 
planning application sometime late spring/
early summer. The aspect of this project 
which is now causing the PC most concern is 
the pedestrian access to and from Bay Tree 
to public transport e.g. bus services.

As currently configured, anyone wishing 
to walk from Bay Tree to the bus stops on 
the triangle has to cross the A362 to gain 
access to the footpath on the south side of 
the road. To catch an eastbound bus then 
requires a further crossing to the north side 
of the A362. Attempts by the PC to interest 
Highways in safer crossings or speed limits 
through Corsley Heath have, in the past, 
fallen on deaf ears.

The PC’s intention now is to engage further 
with Wiltshire to try and get an ‘integrated’ 
solution before the project gets to the stage 
of a planning application. We all want a 
safe solution and to avoid the possibility of 
having to comment adversely on the project, 
which we have hitherto supported, when it is 
presented for planning approval. 

Annual Parish Meeting (APM)

Elsewhere in this edition on The Bridge is a 



01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Professional Childcare
Qualified, approved and registered.

A tailor-made, personal service.
Local and surrounding areas.

Call 07883 025476
denise.m.rawlings@mypostoffice.co.uk

Domestic Appliance Spares and Repair Service

Domesticare
Mike, David and Sue Wye

21 Keyford, Frome

01373 467351

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059  07779 247961  www.clean-it.biz
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by
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Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches present

A little light music for a spring evening
with organist Geoff Titt and friends

Popular classics that you know and love

Compèred by Dennis Barnard

Friday 11th March 7 for 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church 
Join us for a glass of wine and nibbles and enjoy the music

A fun way to start a relaxing weekend!
No charge but donations to church funds welcomed

Proceeds to church funds
Further details from Stella Bayman 8328230 or Phil Jefferson 832845

notice advertising the Annual Parish Meeting 
and you will see that we now have two main 
items on the agenda. Please put the date in 
your diaries.

Queen’s birthday celebrations June 
2016

I am sure that it is now common knowledge 
that a big national celebration is planned for 
the 12th June on the Mall in London, in the 
form of a gigantic street party. Enthusiasm 
is growing here in Corsley for a similar (but 
less expensive!) event and the PC is keen to 
support such enthusiasm. There is a notice 
in this edition of The Bridge seeking interest 
from local organisations who would like to 
get involved in a similar event for Corsley. 
Anyone who is interested to get involved, 
please read and pass on your details as 
indicated. 

Dates of future meetings

Annual Parish Meeting� Monday 7th March

Annual Parish Council Meeting�  
� Monday 16th May (Election of Chair)

Quarterly Meeting� Monday 6th June 

Quarterly Meeting� Monday 5th September

Quarterly Meeting� Monday 5th December

Occasional Meetings, at short notice, will 
also be held to discuss planning applications 
and other urgent business. Please watch the 
village noticeboards and The Bridge website 
for these.

Neil BRITTEN
Chairman, Corsley Parish Council 

neil.britten@btinternet.com

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk



New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available 

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Isabel Lewis  01373 832770 or  
Rebecca Bennett 07974 796468 

www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

01373 832406
www.facebook.com/CrossKeysInnCorsley

Lyes Green  Corsley

Home-cooked food  
12 - 2.30pm and 6 - 9pm
Open all day on Sundays  

food served 12 - 8pm
Function room and large beer garden

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Little Cuckoo’s
Pre-School

Lyes Green, Corsley 
(next to the Corsley Centre)

For children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and  

Friday – 9am - 3pm
Now accepting 2 year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Mother and Baby Group  

Tuesday mornings from 10am to 11.30am
Contact Hayley McMahon 01373 832298  

www.littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk

PAINT AND PASTE
Quality with reliability always

Martin Bendle
Painter and Decorator

For FREE estimates
07741 492617

email martin.paintandpaste@gmail.com
www.paintandpaste.co.uk



Dear Friends,

As I write we are experiencing the first really cold days of the winter with an icy wind, 
but it’s so lovely to see blue sky and the sun rather than endless grey; we have passed 
the shortest day now so we are moving towards spring, even though it seems a long 
way away at this point in time. We are also, extraordinarily, moving towards Easter, 
which is very early this year on Sunday March 27th. Sometimes there is a big gap 
between the season of Epiphany, which follows Christmas, and Lent, which precedes 
Easter, but this year there is only one Sunday of ‘Ordinary time’ as we call it and then 
it’s Ash Wednesday and off we go into 40 days of preparation for the big day. Of 
course before all that we end Epiphany with Candlemas; I do hope you will be able 
to join us for what is a beautiful service; 10.30 am February 7th at Longbridge, and 
31st January 3.30 pm at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade where there will be a 
Christingle and Candlemas service combined.

I wonder if you have been to an Ash Wednesday service? True to its name, on 
this Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent the priest takes ashes from burnt 
palm crosses mixed with oil to mark a cross on the forehead of each person saying, 
‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the Gospel.’ Not exactly cheery is it? Yet I always find the Ash Wednesday 
service profoundly moving and life affirming. Confronted by those stark words the 
detritus and pretence that we surround ourselves with is stripped away; there is 
nothing like being told that one day you will be dust to clarify your perspective and 
enable you to see what is important and what is quite simply, irrelevant. But there 
is more: Malcolm Guite wrote: ‘There is a deeper wisdom still in the tradition of 
ashing. For the ash that is left after purging fires is itself a fertilizer, a life enabler, a 
source of new growth; we place these unpromising leavings on the garden and new 
things bloom.’ Paradoxically, in embracing our own mortality, our own capacity for 
making an almighty mess of things, we are released to begin again, to make something 
beautiful of our lives.  

This year we are sharing our Ash Wednesday with Bishop Ed. We’ll begin with a 
service of ashing at 10 am at Chapmanslade then walk round the benefice stopping to 
pray in each church. We’ll end at Longbridge Deverill for tea in the village hall where 
we hope lots of people will join us to chat with Bishop Ed. It won’t be possible for 
everyone to walk the whole route but we will give approximate times for reaching 
each church so that people can join us as they wish for a shorter walk. Do come, it 
promises to be a very special day.

Love and prayers, 
Pauline

	 Three Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org



February Church Diary

Tuesday 2nd February
7.30 pm After Alpha Home Group 
Details from Richard on 832594

v

Sunday 7th February: Sunday next before Lent
8 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

9.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Eucharist
Dedication of Lectionary in memory of Nesta Reeves

10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship
4 pm at The Minster, Warminster: Commissioning Service for Lay Worship 

Leaders

v

Monday 8th February
10.30 am Time to Think Home Group 

Details from Phil on 832845

v

Wednesday 10th February: Ash Wednesday
10 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Ash Wednesday Eucharist

v

Sunday 14th February: First Sunday of Lent
9.30 am St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Family Eucharist

10.30 am at St Mary’s, Kingston Deverill: Eucharist
11 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: Matins

v

Monday 15th February: Lent Talk 1
10.30 am at 131 High Street, Chapmanslade 

Details from Phil on 832845



Thursday 18th February
Church and Community Coffee Morning

10 am to 12 noon at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade:

v

Sunday 21st February: Second Sunday of Lent
9 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

10.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Family Worship
10.30 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: Eucharist

v

Monday 22nd February: Lent tTlk 2
10.30am at 131 High Street, Chapmanslade 

Details from Phil on 832845

v

Wednesday 24th February
Light Bites Bread & Soup Lunch

12.30 pm to 1.30 pm at the Reading Rooms, Corsley

v

Sunday 28th February: Third Sunday of Lent
9.30 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Eucharist

10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Eucharist

v

Monday 29th February: Lent Talk 3
10.30 am at 131 High Street, Chapmanslade 

Details from Phil on 832845

v

Sunday 6th March: Mothering Sunday
8 am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

9.30 am at Chapmanslade School: Family Eucharist
10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship



Lay Worship Leader’s Commissioning Service 

For some years a small group from the congregation has led the service at St Margaret’s 
on the third Sunday of each month. The Diocese has introduced a training course for Lay 
Worship Leaders such as these volunteers and the latest course has just ended. There will 
be a special service on Sunday 7th February at 4 pm in the Minster, Warminster where 
fourteen people from Heytesbury Deanery, including some from both of our Parishes, will 
be commissioned by the Bishop of Ramsbury. Please do come along and support your 
new Lay Worship Leaders.

Lent Course 

We very much enjoyed last year’s Lent course when we studied paintings with a religious 
theme and discussed. This year’s course takes its lead from the Bishop’s challenge to 
Pray, Serve and Grow. We are holding five sessions on Monday mornings throughout 
Lent, beginning at 10.30 am. The course will be on prayer. It will combine bible study 
and discussion with a creative, hands-on exploration of five prayer patterns drawn from 
our rich Christian heritage.

Musical Evening 

On Friday 11th March at St Margaret’s we will be holding an evening of light musical 
entertainment. The evening will be a mix of music for everyone’s tastes and some extra 
special acts in-between the music. We hope to end with Corsley’s own special rendition 
of the Proms. The musical content is being led by our Organist Geoff Titt and the evening 
will be compered by that well known local raconteur Dennis Barnard. Wine and nibbles 
will be available. There is no admission charge but we will welcome donations for church 
funds. Please put this date in your diary and come along for a relaxing Friday evening. 

Fundraising

We are delighted to confirm that our May Fayre on Saturday 21st May will again be held 
at Manor Farm. Our thanks to Chris and Claire da Costa for allowing us to use their 
gardens. The 50/50 Club Summer Draw will take place and ten people will be winners of 
cash prizes, with £200 being the first prize.

Welcome and Congratulations

We welcome into our church family Kimmie-Rose Ephgrave-Brown who was baptised at 
St John the Baptist, Horningsham on Sunday 3rd January; and George Kendall who was 
baptised at St Margaret’s Church, Corsley on Sunday 31st January.

Prayers and Sympathy 

Our prayers and special thoughts are with the family of Brenda Doidge whose funeral took 
place at St Philip & St James, Chapmanslade on Thursday 21st January.



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel



A clear starry night was just right for the 
January meeting of Corsley WI, with a visit 
from Maggie Daniels and her presentation 
on ‘Looking at the Stars’, helping us to 
discover more about the night sky. Members 
and visitors wrapped up warmly against a 
very cold evening to look at the moon and 
constellations through the large telescope, 
which was set up in the car park. The 
magnification was such that you could 
clearly see the craters on the moon and 
almost imagine it made of cheese! Back 
in the warm hall, Maggie then showed us 
slides of the individual planets, explaining 
their differing characteristics and also how 
stars are created. The pictures of the sun’s 
explosive gases and eruptions gave us some 
understanding of its awesome power. In our 
galaxy, the sun is a million miles across but 
is merely a speck of dust in relation to the 
vastness of the entire universe. Val Sandoe 
gave the vote of thanks.

The competition for a star was won by Hilary 
Vallis, with Jean White second and Anne 
Carruthers third. 

Due to a move away from the area, we are 
to lose one of our staunchest members, and 
in recognition of her support to the WI over 
many years, Rosemary Collins was presented 
with an arrangement of plants and a gift 
token, with our best wishes for happiness in 
her new home. 

news from the ladies

Corsley WI News

Everyone is very welcome to join us for the following activities:
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4 pm, Corsley Reading Room
Coffee Morning	 First Tuesday each month, 10-12 noon, Corsley Reading Room
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, venues as per club programme
Lunch Club	 Last Tuesday of the month, 12.30 pm, various venues
More details on the Gardening Club and Bridge Club from Pauline on 01985 215760

The Wiltshire Federation has organized 
various new events for members for 2016, 
including a visit to the Hawk Conservancy 
Trust and a talk by the antiques expert Alison 
Chapman. Full details are available at our 
February meeting. 

On Thursday 11 February, you are invited 
to join us for a talk and afternoon tea in the 
Reading Room at Corsley. Susan Marshfield 
will be giving us an amusing account of 
being ‘Barefoot at Buckingham Palace’ at  
3 pm, followed by tea at 3.45 pm. 
Admission is £5 per person and there will 
also be a raffle. WI members should meet 
as normal at 2.30 pm for a short meeting 
prior to the talk and bring their entries of 
a picture in any medium for the Hilda Guy 
Arts & Crafts Cup competition. The monthly 
competition is for a Royal Memento.

If you are new to the area or seeking to 
make new friends or would just like to hear 
our speakers, why not come to one of our 
meetings? The dates and times are given 
in these monthly report and listed in The 
Bridge Diary Dates. Meetings are held on 
the second Thursday of the month, usually 
2.30pm in the winter months and 7.30pm 
when the evenings are lighter. For more 
information about Corsley WI, call Carol 
Seward on 01373 832446.
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s news from  

Corsley Cuckoo’s PreSchool in Lyes Green, Corsley.Preschool

Co
rsle

y Cuckoo’s

Down at the Corsley Cuckoos nest we have 
had a busy start to 2016 with lots of spring-
themed activities looking towards growing 
and development. During February we will 
have learning activities about Valentine’s 
Day and love, along with Shrove Tuesday 
which will feature some pancake fun!

We have also had a bit of a spring-clean 
and a sort out. At Cuckoos we like to 
operate a carousel of games, educational 
recourses and toys; consequently we have 
accumulated a lot of ‘stuff’ Generally, 
having ‘stuff’ is good as it means we can 
draw on a myriad of resources as and 
when the learning opportunities arise. 
The downfall of ‘stuff’ is the nightmare 
of storage. Perhaps you could help us? 
We require a secure, metal storage unit – 
similar to a small container unit. Please 
contact us if you may have anything 
suitable. 

We are really pleased to announce that we  
have a new Facebook page. https://www.
facebook.com/Little-Cuckoos-Pre-School-
674405595936841/?fref=ts.

Facebook is a great way for us to keep 
in contact with our parents as well as 
spreading the word about Little Cuckoos. 

we would appreciate your time to take look 
at our page and ‘like’ it. 

Recently Prince George started his first 
session at a pre-school in Norfolk. Like 
Prince George, getting to know the pre-
school environment is an important part 
of the learning process for children. This 
is why we encourage parents to join our 
Little Cuckoo’s Toddler Group which runs on 
Tuesdays, 10-11.30 am. 

We also have termly ‘Stay and Play’ 
sessions At the end of each term parents/
carers/grandparents are invited to come 
in and join in with their children and 
activities. This term there will be a session 
on Wednesday 10th February from 9.30-11 
am.

Looking forward, we will be celebrating 
‘World Book Day’ on Thursday 3rd March, 
when the children will dress up as their 
favourite story-book characters. We will 
also be holding our popular annual ‘Stories 
by Starlight’ evening on Friday 4th March.

If you would like to know more about what 
goes on at the nest please feel free to call 
us on 01373 832298 or send us an email us 
at  little.cuckoos@hotmail.com 

Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10 am - 11.30 am

For more information, please contact us on 01373 832298
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Domestic Cleaning
Commercial Cleaning
Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
One-off spring cleans
Trauma Cleaning
Builders’ Clean
Garden Maintenance
House and Garden Clearance
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Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
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Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres
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and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Domestic Cleaning
Commercial Cleaning
Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
One-off spring cleans
Trauma Cleaning
Builders’ Clean
Garden Maintenance
House and Garden Clearance

Private Professional 
Childcare

Home Economics teacher and 
qualified Norland Nanny
30 years’ experience with children 
of all ages
Daytime childcare for children from 
newborn to 10 years

In your own home

Available Tuesday daytimes and 
occasional evenings

Please contact Victoria Hurley on  
01373 832060 for more information

Amazing 
Achievers
Do you know someone who has achieved 
something amazing? Maybe someone 
who has overcome personal challenges or 
adversity to realise their dream? Someone 
who has achieved a life-long goal? Email 
the Editor with a brief summary and share 
the good news!

Our first Amazing Achievers are...

Eli Payne from Temple, Corsley who has 
been made up to Assistant Instructor 
at PMA Kickboxing in Warminster, in 
recognition of her help with teaching 
kickboxing to children aged five and up. She 
also gained her Brown Belt at the same time.

Pilton White from Dertford, Corsley, 
passed his Grade One Rock & Pop 
Drums.

Cinema Corsley
‘The Lady in the Van’

Thursday 17th March
Corsley Reading room

Mother’s Day 
Sunday 6th March

Treat your mum to a Sunday lunch 
she won’t forget at the Royal Oak, 
Corsley

Celebrate Mother’s Day in unique 
style by choosing from either our 
delicious Mother’s Day menu or our 
chef’s tantalising specials board.

Alternatively, pre-order a feast – 
have a whole roast served at your 
table for you to carve in traditional 
family Sunday lunch style!

Pre-order one or more of our grand 
roasts from the following selection:

Sirloin of Beef 
Leg of Lamb 

Honey Roast Belly of Pork 
Succulent Roasted Chicken

Pre-ordering is essential 
Minimum of four guests per roast

To avoid disappointment 
book your table today!

01373 832238



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 

c 

Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

;

  

;

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time



Offices to Let – Corsley
Need fast broadband?  

We have it!

•	 100MB	dedicated,	leased,	fibre	line
•	 Excellent	working	environment
•	 Ample	parking

Call 01373 832120

Call us on 01935 473302 or email info@darchoil.co.uk for more information

Rose Knight
House sitting and 

dog and cat minding 
service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

ROGER PATCH
GENERAL BUILDERS

Also offering purpose-made joinery

We now have a HETAS registered fitter enabling us to fit 
Woodburners, Multifuel Stoves and Chimney Liners.

Cedar Cottage, Wolverton, Zeals, Wiltshire, BA12 6LW

Telephone  01747 840449   Mobile  07971 686973
Email  rogeratwolverton@yahoo.co.uk

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283

We service and repair oil fired boilers.
All of our technicians are OFTEC registered and approved.

Call us on 01935 473302 for an instant quote or 
visit www.darchoil.com and fill out the form and one of 
our team will call you back during office hours.
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Rainfall for 
2015 in Corsley
The rainfall is read daily at Hill Rising (9 am 
in winter and 10 am during summer) and 
the measurements are forwarded at the end 
of each month to the Environment Agency  
(Southwest Region) and on to the Met 
Offi ce. The Environment Agency uses the 
readings for fl ood defence operations and 
general water resource management. The 
Met Offi ce uses them to record the climate 
of the UK for future generations.

 January 97.80 mm
 February 57.30 mm
 March 31.80 mm
 April 16.80 mm
 May 82.00 mm
 June 29.10 mm
 July 87.50 mm
 August 111.10 mm
 September  55.50 mm
 October 62.00 mm
 November 83.00 mm
 December 72.10 mm 

 2015 total 786.00 mm (30.94”)

 2011 677.60 mm

 2012 1090.90 mm

 2013 882.60 mm

 2014 1062.55 mm

 2015 786.00 mm 

Average annual rainfall 2011 – 2015 is 
899.93 mm (35.43 inches)

Shirley Chapman  
Volunteer Rainfall Observer for Corsley

832378

Job opportunity at 
Barters Plant Centre

We are looking for a person to 
join our team

This role would suit a person with good 
horticultural knowledge, retail experience 
and will involve lifting and handling plants 

and compost
Part time or fl exible hours

Contact diana@barters.co.uk

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE

Frome Inner Wheel

Wine and Cheese Lunch
12 noon – 2 pm

Saturday 5th March
Chapmanslade Village Hall

£7.50 per head

Help us raise funds for  
Sightsavers

Please contact 
Jenny Hulbert  on 01373 832343 

(we need to know numbers)

Darrin Lovatt 
Clock Repairs and Restoration
• All aspects of restoration, repair, service and 

complete overhaul undertaken.
• All clocks – bracket, French, carriage, dial and 

Westminster chime.
• Antique clock specialist with 25 years’ experience.
• Helpful, professional advice – all work fully 

guaranteed.
• Specialist collection and set-up service.

t. 01373 474923 m. 07444865817
e. darrinlovattclocks@yahoo.co.uk
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Phil Jefferson reports on the parish council’s activities in January

We had a large turnout from village 
residents and a full agenda at our 
meeting held on 14th January.

We welcomed Phil Holihead to his first 
meeting as our new parish councillor. 
Phil lives in the heart of the village and is 
already fully involved in his role as a parish 
councillor. He will also join the Speedwatch 
team once he has received his training later 
this month.

Road Safety

At our November meeting we agreed to 
set up a working group to come up with 
ideas to improve road safety in the village, 
particularly the area outside the school. 
The group has just started to meet and will 
have had its first meeting by the time you 
read this. It comprises residents, a school 
governor, a representative of Busy Bees, a 
parent of a pupil attending the school and 
parish councillors. 

A few days before the parish council meeting 
there was an incident near the school 
when a pupil from the school was involved 
in a minor traffic accident. Fortunately 
she was not badly injured but this has 
brought a renewed sense of urgency to 

the issue and we spent the first part of the 
meeting listening to the views of parents 
and residents on how road safety might be 
improved. A careful note was taken of all 
these points and this was used during the 
working group’s first meeting.

Our High Street is dangerous, busy and 
getting busier. During our Speedwatch 
sessions we regularly count up to 450 
vehicles in an hour, a hundred more than 
when we started three years ago. Drivers 
continue to speed at each end of the village. 
Last month, on one afternoon we reported 
to the police nine drivers for speeding. Of 
course, in the vicinity of the school and pre-
school, congestion at the beginning and end 
of the school day is the issue, and speeding 
is less of a factor. Tensions between parents 
and residents living in the immediate vicinity 
surface from time to time and the working 
group will strive to get this balance right 
whilst giving utmost priority to the safety 
of our young people. A small number of 
parents do not help by ignoring the correct 
protocols whilst delivering or collecting their 
children and this issue will be addressed by 
the group too.

The good news is that we should shortly see 
a Speed Indicator Device (SID) returning 

www.chapmanslade.org.uk
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to the village from time to time to help us 
persuade motorists to moderate their speed. 
We will also continue to lobby for the weight 
restriction through the village to be reduced 
from 18 to 7.5 tonnes on the grounds that 
our High Street is totally unsuited to use by 
heavy goods vehicles. And the 30/40mph 
and Speedwatch signs at the Frome end 
of the village have now been reinstated 
by Somerset Highways following their 
demolition last autumn. The village name 
sign should return in due course, but this will 
be the responsibility of Wiltshire Highways!

Next month’s briefing will contain a report 
from the working group. In the meantime, 
please let me know if you have any 
comments or suggestions you would like to 
make on road safety measures and I will 
feed them into the group’s meetings.

Planning Applications

We looked at three applications: 
15/12310/FUL and 15/12471/LBC. 
The owners of Short Street Farm, 160 Short 
Street, which is a listed building, have 
applied to convert an existing outbuilding, 
including internal alterations, replacement 
garaging and landscaping. We raised no 
objection. 

15/12236/FUL 
The owners of The Old Hundred, 152 
Short Street, have applied to demolish and 
rebuild a single storey side extension, and 
to convert and extend a garage into two-
storey accommodation linked to the main 
house. Also, to relocate and add windows to 
the north west façade. Again, we raised no 
objection. 

15/12100/FUL
The owners of Thoulstone Golf Club have 
made a retrospective application for change 
of use of part of the former golf driving 

range for the storage of up to ten caravans. 
Whereas we had no concerns about the 
storage of touring caravans, we asked the 
planning authority to impose a condition 
that the caravans should not be used for 
residential purposes whilst on site.

Wiltshire Council has approved the 
Parochial Church Council’s application 
(15/10708/FUL) to extend the churchyard 
into the area of the former adventure 
playground at the southern end of the 
school field. However, they were unhappy 
about the proposal to provide access to the 
extension via the ha-ha, or ditch, which is 
part of the listed building, at the northern 
end of the churchyard. Therefore, at least for 
the time being, once the extension has been 
consecrated, access will have to be via the 
school field. 

Barters Farm

Lochailort, the developers of the proposed 
housing development at Barters Farm, have 
reported to us that their discussions are 
ongoing with Wiltshire Council. Wiltshire has 
suggested that they submit the site into the 
site allocation process and they have agreed 
to do this. Lochailort say they will continue 
to work with the planners whilst this process 
is ongoing, to refine the scheme, and they 
stress that they will continue to liaise with the 
parish council over the coming months as 
more news becomes available.

Sienna’s Valley

As previously reported, the owner of 
Sienna’s Valley has appealed against 
Wiltshire Council’s refusal to grant planning 
permission for a residential static caravan 
on the site. She has also appealed against 
the enforcement order requiring the removal 
of the caravan and the restoration of the 
land to its original condition. A further 
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enforcement notice has been issued 
which we understand relates to extensions 
made to the caravan since the refusal of 
planning permission. These appeals will 
be considered by a Government planning 
inspector at a hearing to be held at the Civic 
Centre in Trowbridge on Tuesday 15th 
March, commencing at 10 am. This will be 
a public meeting to which anyone is entitled 
to attend.

Fracking

We noted that the Government (The Oil 
and Gas Authority, or OGA) has granted 
a licence (Petroleum Exploration and 
Development Licence or PEDL) to South 
Western Energy, which gives them permission 
to explore for coal bed methane in block 
area ST84, Warminster and Longleat, 
including Chapmanslade. It is not expected 
that exploration will commence in the near 
future: before the licensee can begin any 
operations they must apply for and be 
granted a number of further permissions 
and consents. These include planning 
permissions, environmental permits from 
the Environment Agency, Health and Safety 
Executive scrutiny of well designs and further 
consent for drilling operations from the 
OGA. We will keep you informed.

2016/2017 Precept

We discussed our budgetary needs for the 
next financial year and decided the precept 
for 2016/2017. The grant we receive 
from Central Government will reduce from 
£109.49 to £19.71 (hardly worth the 
effort!) and we need to provide for the cost 
of maintaining the SID (see above) as well 
as meeting the cost of employing a clerk 
and topping up our reserves. We now need 
to pay for any parish council elections that 
occur and this may be a necessity in 2017. 
Also, Wiltshire Council will expect us to 

contribute towards the cost of any minor 
road improvements in the parish. Our main 
annual expenditure is the annual grant we 
give to the village hall (currently £3,250). 

We agreed the precept for next year should 
be £5,000 rather than the current £4,500. 
This means a Band D household in the 
parish will pay £15.96 per year, compared 
to £14.76 in the current year, an increase of 
£1.20 per household. In percentage terms 
this works out at 8.13%.

Buddy Scheme

The parish council is keen to promote 
a buddy scheme in Chapmanslade. If a 
medical emergency arises in your home, 
do you have the phone number(s) of your 
neighbour(s) whom you can call on for 
assistance, perhaps to wait at the door for 
an ambulance or to collect the defibrillator 
from The Three Horseshoes? We all hope 
that such situations will never occur but it’s 
always best to be prepared. We are not 
suggesting any formal arrangements but 
by raising the issue we hope to encourage 
neighbours to swap phone numbers. It 
always helps, too, to be told when your 
neighbours go away on holiday.

Public Footpaths

Adam reports that the recent bad weather 
has taken its toll on our footpaths. Wiltshire 
Council is finding it difficult to cope with the 
heavy demand on its reduced resources and 
is providing a very slow response. Adam and 
his volunteers are trying their best to provide 
some maintenance. Please contact him at 
adam@oakleyfrome.co.uk or on 832437 to 
report a problem or to offer help.
 
Andrew Murrison

The parish council met Andrew Murrison, 
our Member of Parliament, on 15th January. 
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Items discussed included road safety, the 
weight restriction on the A3098, housing 
development in the village, the development 
of Thoulstone Park, the Sienna’s Valley 
appeals and fracking. Dr Murrison took 
a lively interest in the issues we currently 
have to contend with in Chapmanslade, 
particularly the road safety issues, and he 
offered his support in our efforts to address 
them.

And finally...

Wiltshire residents are being invited to have 
their say on a review of subsidised bus 
services in Wiltshire. The review is being 
carried out as part of wider plans to help 
Wiltshire Council save millions of pounds 
over the next three years. You can take part 
in the consultation at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
subsidised-bus-services-consultation.htm 
before 4th April.

Our next scheduled meeting is due to be 
held on Thursday 10th March, 7.30 pm 
at the school. You are most welcome to 
come along, to speak or to listen. If you are 
not on my circulation list to receive copies of 
the agenda and would like to receive them 
in future, please drop me an email. The 
April meeting is planned for April 14th: it 
will start with the Annual Parish Meeting, 
which provides you with the opportunity 
to give us your views on how we have 
performed as a parish council. We also 
intend to present our annual report at this 
meeting. The normal parish council meeting 
will follow immediately afterwards. In May 
we will meet on the 12th and this will be 
our Annual General Meeting, at which we 
elect our officers.

Phil Jefferson
832845

phil.jefferson@virgin.net 

Yoga Classes
New courses starting  
from 12th January

Tuesdays  7 - 8.30pm
Wednesdays  5 - 6.30pm
Corsley Reading Room

For more information  
and to book classes  
please contact 
Jackie Jasper 
01373 832301

Colonic Hydrotherapy
Calling constipation sufferers...
I know it’s a subject that we don’t like to even 
think about, however, it can be a real problem 
and I am seeing more and more cases in the 
Colonic Hydrotherapy Clinic based in Westbury.

If you have this condition, please come and visit 
me this year. I have been giving treatments for 
five years and privileged to work in Harley Street 
in a very busy Clinic.

This treatment is confidential, very modest and 
we even play music.

You can find my details on DebbieDetox.co.uk or 
on Facebook. 

Any questions, or to book please call  
07707 215591 or email DebbieDetox@live.co.uk



Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

Getting married?  
Special occasion?
Classic 1960 Hillman Minx Estate car for hire
Chauffeur ~ bows ~ flowers ~ champagne

Reasonable rates 
Please contact Amanda on 

01373 827795 or 07720 673698

Cost-effective, no-nonsense, efficient 
accounting, bookkeeping, VAT, 
payroll and CIS solutions for sole 
traders and Limited Companies.

Self-assessment and taxation services 
also available.

u	Fixed fees agreed in advance
u	Free initial consultation
u	Westbury office with free parking

Contact Jackie Welch
01373 822363 or 07790 325321

jackie@jmwaccounting.co.uk
www.jmwaccounting.co.uk

Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533
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Whitbourne Chapel

Which way to go?

Dawn coloured the sky a wispy pink this 
morning. I thanked God for such beauty 
and decided to go for a walk. Driving to 
Burrington, I parked near the Rock of Ages 
and began walking uphill to the top of the 
Combe. A narrow, muddier track than mine 
became visible on the right and I diverted 
onto that.

The track turned sharp left and widened, 
but on I went, enjoying myself immensely. 
I didn’t expect to see a National Trust sign 
on my right to Dolebury Warren, which 
shouldn’t be anywhere near me. Who put 
that there?

The track veered left again, so Burrington 
should still be to my left. A crossroads, or 
cross-tracks, appeared. Which way to go? 
It’s a good thing I know my way round the 
Mendips, eh? After checking directions with 
two sets of fellow-walkers, I slithered left, 
downhill through thick, gooey mud.
The track became a stream, literally. 
Whoopee! I had a lovely time, splashing 
and paddling until, as suddenly as it 
appeared, my stream became a river and 
rushed, gurgling, downhill into a swallet (a 
water-filled cavern), eeek!

I struggled uphill again, on a stony track 
– and a sign welcomed me to Rowberrow 
Warren. Rowberrow runs alongside the A38 

at Churchill and was nowhere near me. A 
couple came into view, surprised to see me 
‘again’. I told them someone had moved 
Burrington Combe, because it shouldn’t be 
anywhere near Rowberrow. Never mind, I’d 
retrace my steps and go back to Burrington 
the way I came.

When I finally reached my car, the same 
couple were at their car nearby. “We didn’t 
like to say you were going the wrong way,” 
they said, “because you seemed so sure of 
yourself!” But I didn’t have a clue, did I? 
My intention was to use the track I set out 
on, BUT I changed direction; I side-tracked 
right. No wonder I lost my way!

If I’d been sensible, like that couple, I’d 
have had a map with me, at least. I didn’t; 
I thought I knew where I was going. What 
a good job we have a Guide in our lives 
and His book on the way we should go, His 
Word, the Holy Bible.

Sad News

It was with great sorrow that we heard the 
news of Fred Carpenter’s passing, at the 
end of 2015. He was a true friend of the 
Chapel; we shall miss his contact with us. 
Our thoughts and prayers go to his wife 
Sylvia and to their children.

Gill Redman 
01985 215062 

paradiselost@btinternet.com

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life…” 
(John 14:6)

Regular times
Services every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)

Chapel Prayer meeting every Sunday morning from 9.20 - 9.40
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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Nerves immediately before or during a test 
is something that, if not managed, can 
adversely affect a pupil’s performance. It 
goes without saying that being properly 
prepared both physically and emotionally, 
is essential to get the best outcome. There 
are a number of strategies, verbal or 
psychological, I employ that greatly assist 
particularly nervous pupils. 

I have had a few pupils who have found a 
couple of drops of ‘rescue remedy’ can be 
helpful but, for all pupils it is still the tuition/
learning process that really makes the 
difference.

I recall a pupil called Gillian who was a 
naturally gifted driver. Coordinated, good 
spatial awareness, good memory – both 
intellectual and visual – with an excellent 
ability at being able to ‘read’ the road, in 
fact she had completed the entire syllabus 
and manoeuvres in nine lessons. Time now 
for a mock test to establish how she would 
respond under test conditions, as well as 
getting her used to driving without any 
instruction. A disaster! A collapse of just 
about everything. During her next lesson 
we went over some of the mistakes she had 
made, then the following lesson had another 
mock test; another complete nightmare! 
I couldn’t keep up writing down all the 
mistakes. We agreed that it wouldn’t hurt to 
run over a few specifi c things that had gone 
wrong; then we had a third mock test. This 
too was a complete shambles.

She explained that although she had always 
been top of her class at school, when it 
came to exams she fell apart and had to 
re-sit them all. It was now fairly apparent 
that what she needed was to get used to 
exam conditions, especially since she hadn’t 
made any more mistakes during her practise 
lessons.

The next fi ve lessons were all mock tests 
and, although the mistakes were getting 
fewer, compared to her normal driving it was 
still like having a totally different person in 
the car. On her ninth mock test I heard her 
mutter ‘’Oh sod it, I’m just going to drive’’
I said nothing and at the end of that mock 
test she had made no mistakes. Great! 
She then went for her test and passed. 
Without my mock tests preparing her she 
would probably have given up driving – she 
couldn’t afford to, or put up with, failing the 
real test eight times.

I was recently at a test centre chatting with 
another instructor who was waiting for his 
pupil to return from yet another trip to the 
toilet. On his return – looking a hideous 
shade of green – it transpired that instead of 
taking a couple of drops of ‘rescue remedy’, 
he’d decided that if two drops would help, 
then a whole bottle should work wonders! 
Hmmm; always read and follow the 
instructions methinks!

Steve Dayman-Johns

Tales from the 
passenger seat

recollections
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Wiltshire Council are undertaking a 
review of their subsidised bus services 
in Wiltshire and want your views on this 
important issue.
 
Wiltshire Council currently spends £5.1 
million a year supporting bus routes that 
would not be commercially viable on their 
own. This supports nearly half of all bus 
journeys in Wiltshire and is a level of support 
well above surrounding counties. Due 
to financial pressure the Council can no 
longer guarantee this level of support and is 
therefore looking at a number of options to 
reduce the number of bus routes it supports. 
As yet no decisions have been taken. We 
want your views so we can make the right 
decision so please take the survey, it should 
take no more than 5 minutes and all your 
responses will be treated as confidential. 
Whether you are a regular bus user or one 
who rarely uses a bus it’s important you 
have your say. 
 
Please note that around 50% of bus services 
in Wiltshire are operated commercially by 
the main bus operators and are not under 
threat, as they do not need a subsidy to run. 
If you need to look at which routes could be 
affected you can find this on the consultation 
portal under ‘supporting documents’. 

Visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/subsidised-
bus-services-consultation to take part in 
the survey. Supporting documents (maps, 
routes, etc) can be found at the bottom of 

the webpage under the tab ‘Supporting 
Documents’. Please note that there is no 
requirement to register or log-in to the portal 
to respond to this consultation exercise.

Paper copies of the questionnaire are also 
available on request by telephoning  
0300 456 0100. 

Copies of the questionnaire and Public 
Consultation Paper will also be available on 
buses operating Wiltshire Council contracted 
services, in libraries, and in Council offices 
(Monkton Park in Chippenham, Snuff Street 
in Devizes, Bourne Hill in Salisbury, and 
County Hall in Trowbridge).

Your comments need to be submitted by 
5 pm on 4th April 2016.

Have your say on a review of subsidised bus services in Wiltshire

community news

Wiltshire Council

Bus service consultation
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TOENAIL CUTTING
IN YOUR OWN HOME

ALICE LEWIS
01373 228010

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home, 
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to o� er the ambience of a family home, together with caring sta�  and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens
Westbury, Wiltshire

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163
Mobile 07976 242045

Kevin Knight Clock 
& Watch Repairs

Over 30 years’ experience
All clock and watch repairs 
undertaken. Free estimates.

All work guaranteed
01722 331969 or 07900 928451
email kevindavidknight@gmail.com
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Jammy Jewellery         
Personalised fi ngerprint 
and footprint jewellery

www.jammyjewellery.co.uk

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fi elds and paddocks

David Noble
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

• Complete installations
• Minor works/repairs
• Testing
• Intruder alarms
• Lighting design

5 Swaledale Road
Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 8FH

Tel   01985 214630
Mobile   07970 618232

dcnoble@btinternet.com

Lyn and Fraser Mills 
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

Lyn and Fraser Mills 
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfi ng and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS
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I’m afraid 2015 
ended 
leaving 
our farm 

on a very 
low ebb. Ten of our 

cows were registered 
as reactors on the 
Tuberculosis (TB) 

test in December, 
they, and all 
their unborn 

calves, have been 
slaughtered. The family, staff and the farm 
vet were all devastated. No matter how well 
we look after the cattle, we have no control 
over the introduction of this disease onto 
the farm. The process of checking and re-
checking the health of the herd for animal 
TB will go on for many months to come.

2016 came in with continuous days of rain, 
making fieldwork such as hedge trimming, 
hedge-laying (cutting down overgrown 
hedges, laying the branches at an angle 
and tying them down to create a stock-
proof hedge again) and ditching to improve 
drainage of the fields all delayed until the 
weather improved.

Due to the warmer temperatures, our 
gardens and hedgerows have seen flowers 
and blossoms not normally seen for another 

month or two. Even the birds have been 
singing and mating far earlier than usual.
Fortunately, by the middle of January the 
weather turned colder and drier and more 
like the typical British weather we expect in 
winter. The celebration of Plough Sunday on 
the second Sunday in January helped uplift 
us all.

The sheep due to lamb are now needing a 
lot of attention, where possible they will be 
brought into barns and other temporarily 
covered areas for the lambing and then 
put out onto clean, dry pasture. Please do 
ensure dogs are on leads when out walking 
in fields where sheep or cattle are grazing 
as they can be very easily frightened. Sadly 
dogs out of control or hunting in pairs or 
packs can quickly kill or maim farm animals.

The care of our countryside is mostly the 
responsibility of those working and living in 
it, so may I take this opportunity to thank 
not only the farmers but those wonderful 
volunteers who get out, whatever the 
weather, to pick up the litter, those who give 
their time to maintain village greens, sport 
and play areas, help in graveyards, our bus 
shelters and recently the cleaning of our 
memorial stones and the myriad of jobs 
taken for granted to make our villages and 
countryside so lovely to live in.

Judith Helliar

Judith reports on the end of a miserable winter for 
the farm and looks forward to new life in the spring

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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This is not 
about art or 
craftsmanship. 

It‘s not about being good at drawing or 
painting or needlework. And it‘s defi nitely 
not about being good or talented in any 
conventional sense. When a therapist thinks 
about a client putting pencil to paper and 
so on, it‘s with the intention of expressing 
something; of getting something that resides 
on the inside out into the light. The sense 
of something – a feeling, a state of being 
or even a thought – somewhere deep 
within us isn‘t always easily put into words. 
Finding another means of getting it out there 
can be deeply satisfying. Even if we don‘t 
immediately have the words to interpret what 
we‘ve done, we can begin to describe what 
we see before us. We can ask questions 
about this choice of colour or that shape 
and what we associate with what we can 
now see; and so we can begin to come 
to an understanding of hidden pieces of 
ourselves. 

Warning: what we produce in this process 
probably won‘t be pretty. In a way, it may 
be dishonest if it is. If we strive to make this 
inner world more attractive than it really 
is, we need to ask why. For whom are we 
cleaning things up? Maybe we can‘t quite 
yet bear to see for ourselves our own true 
nature. Maybe we want to keep it from 
others‘ judgement. Being aware that we are 
editing is part of the process. We can always 
have another go when we‘re ready. And 
we don‘t have to show anyone. Nor do we 
have to keep what we‘ve created. Just doing 

something authentic involving heart and 
hand is where the meat of the matter lies. 

Personally, I‘m a big fan of plasticine and 
of ‘analogue‘ writing (e.g. with a pen and 
a notebook, not – as I‘m doing now – on 
a computer). Although I said earlier on 
that creativity of this kind is seeking to get 
to something as yet beyond words, I do 
fi nd that, if I write around a topic that‘s 
hard to grasp, often something new and 
useful will begin to emerge. I should say 
that the ‘prettier‘ forms of creativity do have 
their place, too, and it could be argued 
that walking is creating; every footfall is 
making our own route from here to there. 
The pure physical rhythm of making and 
being absorbed in the activity has enormous 
healing potential. We don‘t always need 
a conscious mind in order to process 
experience.

So, this is a call – not to arms, but to pens, 
paint, knitting needles, clay, crochet hooks, 
papier mâché or whatever else you fancy. 
Create! Get it out there!

Create!
Caroline Le Vine, Counsellor in Corsley

“We are born makers. We move what we‘re learning from our 
heads to our hearts through our hands.” 

Brene Brown, Rising Strong (Vermillion, 2015)

If you‘d like to come and see me, I 
practise at St Margaret’s Church, Deep 
Lane, Corsley. A fi rst meeting of up to 
half an hour is free.

07817 192008
enquiries@carolinelevine.co.uk

www.carolinelevine.co.uk 
or fi nd me on 

www.counselling-directory.org.uk



FOR SALE
Kitchen units – a complete set of units 
(except sink), cupboards and drawers, with 
all fittings and plinths in excellent condition. 
No sensible offers refused.	
01373 832490

Answers to Bob’s Bafflers

1	 New Amsterdam (it seemed to take 
10 years!) 

2	 Isle of Wight 

3	 Donald Campbell 

4	 M62 

5	 Lady Godiva 

6	 For Gallantry 

7	 1984 

8	 Lake Michigan 

9	 Atomic bombs dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 
1945 

10	 Land of my Fathers 

11	 Everly Brothers 

12	 Wyoming

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are 
allocated depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at 
one of the two drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 

4pm on the 19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

Candlemas Day, 2nd February

What will the weather be like after 
Candlemas Day? According to the old adage...

If Candlemas Day dawns far bright,
Winter will come back for another fight.
But if Candlemas Day brings wind and rain,
Winter will not come again.

And for the farmers amongst us...
A famer should on Candlemas Day
Have half his corn and half his hay.

Pam Thomson
Short Street








