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CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME
We are a mother and daughter team 
running a professional, friendly agency 
specialising in:

24 hour live-in care
Helping loved ones stay in their own 
home, maintaining their independence.

Domicilliary Care
For short periods of time, perfect for 
clients who enjoy their independence but 
appreciate a helping hand.
For more information telephone 01373 836767
email: castlecarewessex@btconnect.com 
www.castlecarewessex.com

Castle Care Wessex
 Because your home is your castle

Frome Heating Specialists
M A Knight

01373 832578
Heating and plumbing engineers specialising in:

Solar heating
Oil and gas boiler servicing

Boiler replacement
Energy management

Pressurised hot water systems
Underfloor heating systems

Family business established 1964
Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

FHS
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The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies

From the potting shed 
getting the needle

News from the Nest 
fledgling fun

Deadline
Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 
4pm 12th December

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £7.50, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see information on the last page.

Bob’s Bafflers 
a cunning quiz

Parish Council briefing 
Chapmanslade 

Three Open Doors 
news from the pews

8
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25

30
35
41

Parish Council briefing 
Corsley

Whitbourne Chapel 
chapel colloquy

Countryside matters 
views from over the hedge

38
43
50

In this issue...
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December
Tuesday 2nd
Coffee Morning – 10am - 12 noon – Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 6th
Corsley litter pick – 10.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak
Christmas Coffee Morning and 50/50 Club Draw – 10.30am - noon, St Margaret’s
Village Carol Evening – 7.00pm – Corsley Reading Room

Monday 8th
Corsley Parish Council – Quarterly Meeting – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 10th
Lite Bites Christmas Lunch – 12.30pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 11th
Warminster mobile library (see page 52 for times) 
Corsley WI – Christmas Dinner
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School

DUE TO THE PRINTER’S XMAS BREAK, THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS  
FOR THE JANUARY 2015 ISSUE OF THE BRIDGE IS THE 12TH DECEMBER

Saturday 13th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Sunday 14th
Mince pies at Heathside (see page 49)
Corsley Festival Choir Christmas Concert – 7pm, St Margaret’s Church

Thursday 18th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Friday 19th
The Rotary and Lions Father Christmas float is coming to Chapmanslade! 7.45 onwards 
house-to-house collection for deserving cases in and around Frome District.
Carol Singing in Corsley

Saturday 20th 
Mega Christmas Party – Chapmanslade Village Hall

Diary Dates
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Monday 22nd
Carol Singing in Chapmanslade

January
Saturday 3rd
Corsley litter pick – 10.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak 

Tuesday 6th
Coffee Morning - 10am - 12 noon – Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 8th
Corsley WI - OPEN MEETING ‘Korean Odyssey’ – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room
Warminster mobile library (see page 52 for times)
Warminster Area Board – 7.00pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Saturday 10th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Thursday 15th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School
Saturday 17th
Wildlife Film Night for all the family – 6.30 - 9.30pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Sunday 18th 
Carpet bowls plus other activities and games at the Reading Rooms.

Thursday 22nd
Warminster mobile library (see page 52 for times)

February
Tuesday 3rd
Coffee Morning - 10am - 12 noon – Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 5th
Warminster mobile library (see page 52 for times)
Saturday 7th
Corsley litter pick – 10.00, meet opposite the Royal Oak 
Auction of Promises – 7pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Diary Dates

continued...
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Thursday 12th
Corsley WI - ‘Channel Swimmers’ – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30pm, Chapmanslade School
Saturday 14th
Chapmanslade Litter Pick – 12 noon, meet opposite The Three Horseshoes

Sunday 15th 
Movie at the Reading Room (subject to permissions and availability)

Thursday 19th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10.00am - noon, The Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Saturday 21st
Race Night – Chapmanslade Village Hall

March
Tuesday 3rd
Coffee Morning - 10am - 12 noon – Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 5th
Warminster Area Board – 7.00pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Thursday 12th
Corsley WI - Annual Meeting – 2.30pm, Corsley Reading Room

Volunteer Wanted: 
Corsley Bridge Delivery  

Coordinator
It is coming up for 10 years of Bridge deliveries around Corsley so Dave is looking to pass 
on the baton. Duties are not too onerous as you only have to drop off copies to the local 
distributors. Candidates will receive full training and support.  

Please contact David Woolgar on 01373 832375

I would like to extend a grateful ‘Thank You’ to David Woolgar for his 10 years of sterling 
work as Delivery Coordinator. The Bridge is very fortunate to have volunteers who give their 
time so willingly to enable all residents to receive a copy of our Parish magazine, free, gratis 
and for nothing, each and every month. I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all 
the volunteers a very joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Editor



Bride by Design
Bridal Gowns & Accessories

2 Silver Street 
Warminster 
BA12 8PS 

01985 217216

Please contact us to arrange an appointment 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near Looe

Six bedrooms (sleeps 12)  
Private access onto beach 

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi 

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

Hayter
Mountfield
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 

ANTIQUE AND MODERN 
FURNITURE

v FREE ESTIMATES v

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone Lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

McCulloch
        F U R N I T U R E

Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Libraries
Studies • Media furniture • Offices • Freestanding

The Workshop, Bruton Lane, Upton Noble, Somerset, BA4 6AH
Telephone 01749 850000  Fax 01749 850055  Mobile 07887 892633

enquiries@McCullochfurniture.co.uk
www.McCullochfurniture.co.uk
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2014 Poppy Appeal Collections
The 2014 house to house collections and the static collections at The Cross Keys, Acres 
Supply, Little Cuckoos Nursery and Chapmanslade school, have raised £1183.72. The 
collections from the Remembrance Services at Corsley and Chapmanslade along with a 
donation from the Church charity fund raised a further £600, which means that the total 
raised this year is £1783.72. 

As we marked the Centenary of the First World War, the poppy became not just a powerful 
symbol to be worn, but also a work of art, as poppies flowed down from a window and filled 
the moat at the Tower of London. Few failed to be impressed and moved by the sight of 
888,246 ceramic poppies each one representing a British military fatality during the war. The 
installation also provided a focal point for personal reflection to remember not only those who 
did not come back but those whose lives were changed forever.

The Royal British Legion not only remembers and honours the sacrifices of those who fought 
and continue to fight in the service of our nation, but also contributes to providing them with 
lifelong care. Therefore every penny raised makes a real difference to the lives of service men 
and women, veterans and their loved ones.

Many thanks to everyone who helped with the collections and to all of you who gave so 
generously.

Jackie Jasper 

Chapmanslade collection

Collections in Chapmanslade realised £847.61. Grateful thanks to those who gave and to 
those who collected. We are looking for collectors willing to cover a patch next year. Please 
ring Dennis Barnard on 01373 832262 if you can help.

Dog fouling 
I am dismayed to report that dog fouling 
is still occurring in my lay-by despite a 
request that it is not used as ‘dog toilet’ 
AND the provision of bags so that poo 
can be picked up and taken home by 
dog owners for disposal.

My two youngest grandsons have, on 
occasion jumped out of the car and 
found their shoes covered. It is, to say the 
least, extremely unpleasant and, more 

seriously, can cause blindness in very 
young children if ingested.

Please be a responsible dog owner and 
pick up after your dog. If it’s on a lead 
you are well aware of what is happening; 
if it’s off the lead please be vigilant 
and know where your dog is and what 
it is doing in the village lanes – and 
particularly in my lay-by.

Dianne Young
Apple Garden

Reading Room Hill
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Bob’s bafflers

Kerry Hesketh and her partner, Mark Jenkins, re-opened The Royal Oak on Monday 10th 
November and had a Welcome Night for all Corsley residents on Friday 17th. Kerry and 
Mark are a local couple who 
have lived in Frome for the 
past year and before that lived 
in and around Somerset and 
Wiltshire. Kerry (second, left in 
picture) is front-of-house, whilst 
Mark is behind the scenes in the 
kitchen. They prepared some 
lovely canapés, based on their 
menu, to give us a taste of things 
to come! The pub was full to 
bursting with a lovely atmosphere 
and the canapés were delicious. 
Now they’ve settled in a bit, do 
pay them a visit – I’m sure you’ll 
receive a warm welcome!

1	 Which is the largest of the Greek Islands? 

2	 What colour is angelica?

3	 What is the county town (administrative centre) of Shropshire?

4	 In the song, which official is waiting for “me and my gal”?    

5	 Which was the first film to star Sean Connery as James Bond?

6	 Which US State has Little Rock as its capital city?

7	 In which West Country city is the railway station St Davids?

8	 Which company first introduced tea bags into Great Britain in 1952?

9	 In which Surrey town is Sandown Park racecourse?

10	Which boy with a girl’s name did Johnny Cash sing about?

11	Which toilet roll advertisement featured a Labrador puppy?

12	In Greek mythology, who is the god of love and who is his Roman counterpart?

Answers on page 52

The Royal Oak re-opens!



Clare Merritt
Quality upholstery and loose covers

Curtain make up
Roman blinds made to measure

Fabrics, curtain poles, etc
01373 464993                  Established 1973

Piano Tuition
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss LLCM BEd
Teacher Pianoforte and Theory

reasonable rates ~ 01373 832829

The pub Chapmanslade deserves
the three horseshoes

threehorseshoeschapmanslade

Open daily from 10am-11pm serving delicious home cooked
food (12-3pm & 6-10pm Mon – Sat. All day Sun.) Enjoy a

refreshing drink in our beer garden with spectacular views
of Longleat and Cley Hill or indulge with of one of our
regular meals deals by the warm, open fire on a bitter

winter’s day. We organise monthly events featuring live
music, comedy and much more!

Call us on 01373 832 211
Follow us on Facebook for more details.

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk



FENCING

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 832613
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

 For children aged 2-5 years 
 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
 8am - 5pm; Tuesday 8am - 3.30pm
 Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
 visit and a free trial session for your child
 Breakfast club and after-school club available.
 Term time only

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected

 

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com
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Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com

Our churches are desperate for funds and 
we hope we can repeat that success. A 
reasonably priced meal, an inexpensive bar, 
a lively atmosphere in the newly renovated 
venue all add up to a most enjoyable 
evening.

Please contact me with your Promises and 
gifts and we will make sure we maximise 
your generosity. Popular opportunities last 
time included:
Trips to and from the airport or port
Bottles of wine or spirits
Trips to the tip
Birthday cakes
Meal for 2, 4, 6 or 8 (with or without wine)
Tea in the garden
Croquet with tea or supper
Picnic for 2, 4 or 6
Meals delivered to your home
A day’s shoot
Cricket at Taunton
Brass cleaning
Holiday cottage for a week or weekend
An evening film show with supper
Unused or unwanted gifts
Honey, eggs
Flowers for occasions
Loads of manure
Babysitting
Dog walking
Riding lessons

Round of golf
Ironing
Gardening
Mystery evening rid (with or without supper)
History of your house

– and anything else you feel you would like 
to do!

Dennis Barnard
01373 832262

gwenanddennis@btinternet.com

Two years ago £4,000 was raised from a silent 
auction in Chapmanslade Village Hall. 

community event

Back by popular demand...

Auction of Promises

Village Carol 
Evening 
Saturday 6th December, 7pm, 
Corsley Reading Room
Licensed Bar 
Tickets £7.00 (light supper included 
From Dick & Rosemary Collins  
01373 832789 & Committee Members

Make a date in your diary...

7pm, Saturday 7th February, 
Chapmanslade Village Hall



Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

Specialist installers of Macadam 
Sports Surfaces with laser technology
•	Tennis	courts
•	Playgrounds
•	Multi-use	games	areas
•	Football,	hockey	& 
cricket	pitches

•	Synthetic	grass
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Corsley Festival Choir
7pm, Sunday 14th December 

St Margaret’s Church, Corsley 

H A L L E L U J A H !
Handel’s Messiah Part I

Christmas Carols

Corsley Festival Orchestra
Conductor Stephen Smith

Soloists from
Trinity College of Music 

Children from Chapmanslade School

Tickets – adults £12.50, children £5

from choir members and by phone 01373 836866

BA12  7QE                         Disabled access



Fitsteps 
Ballroom and Latin  
fitness class

7-8pm Thursdays 
Chapmanslade Village Hall

Call Odele 07860 472894

SINGING LESSONS
Charles Hetherington ARCM

All ages welcome. Learn to sing, 
develop your solo voice, work for an 
exam, or sing the music you enjoy, 

with accompaniment.

PIANO AND CELLO LESSONS
Ann Hetherington

Many years of experience 
with the young and beginners.

Tel:  01373 832733

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

•	Macadam	surfacing
•	Block	paving
•	Resin	bonded	surfacing
•	Coloured	Macadams



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677
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Father Christmas  
is coming to Chapmanslade!

Friday 19th December
 

For over 40 years the Rotary Club of Frome has been escorting Santa on his sleigh around 
the streets of Frome and surrounding villages. For the first time he is now coming to 

Chapmanslade; the lights, the music, the reindeer and smiling Father Christmas himself – 
a wonderful experience! A post box will be on the float for letters to Father Christmas.

The nine Rotarians living in Chapmanslade will be collecting  
house-to-house from 7.45pm onwards on Friday 19th December. 

Past donations have been made to those in need and for special projects. 
The Rotary Club, in conjunction with the Lions, raised £10,000 last year.

Enjoy what many folks say is the best  
bit of Christmas and please be generous!
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‘Thank you’ from 
Operation Christmas Child
A big thank you to everyone who so 
generously gave shoe boxes full of gifts for 
the children in needy countries.

The ‘GO’ boxes have proved 
very popular, although some 
of us still enjoy wrapping 
their shoe box. On 
Sunday 2nd November 
we gathered all the shoe 
boxes together and blessed 
them before sending 
them on their way. This 
year a magnifi cent 
72 shoeboxes were 
collected from St Margaret’s 
Church, and taken to the new warehouse 
in Westbury where they will be made 
ready for their fi nal destination, which I 
believe to be primarily countries in Eastern 
Europe. 

Each box is checked to ensure that all 
items included are suitable and any 
that are not are re-distributed to other 
charities. The boxes are then sealed and 
packed into large cartons which are 

stacked onto pallets before 
being loaded on to lorries. 

Each vehicle will transport 
between 10,000 and 13,000 

boxes, which at this time of 
year, travel out almost weekly. 

Once again, a wonderful 
community effort; thank you 

to the residents of Corsley, 
Chapmanslade, Chapmanslade School, 

Little Cuckoos Pre-School and Bethesda 
Sunday School, Trowbridge for giving 
not just the gifts, but also your time and 
thought in putting the boxes together 

Pat Ryan, St Margaret’s Church

Light Bites 
We would like to invite you to come and join us for a 

Wednesday 12th December
12.30 for 1.00
Corsley Reading Rooms

Please ring to reserve your place 
Phone Pat 832650, or Dot 832059

Christmas Lunch
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Phil Jefferson reports from Chapmanslade Parish Council

Chapmanslade parish council met 
on 27th October and again on 13th 
November. 

October 27th Meeting

This meeting dealt with two planning 
applications. About 50 village residents and 
some visitors from other parishes attended.

Thoulstone Wind Turbine

Ref 14/08778/FUL. After many months of 
discussion it was time for the parish council 
to decide on what grounds it would object 
to the planning application. These had to 
be chosen carefully, taking into account 
national and local planning guidelines. 
Accordingly, our objection was based on our 
concern that the location for the proposed 
turbine is too close to a number of dwellings 
in the parish, in one case within 500 metres. 
We considered that the impact on these 
dwellings would be greater than Wiltshire 
Council would promote and would be 
unacceptable to our community. 

We also objected on the grounds of the 
possible impact on health; particularly 
concerning noise, flicker and flashing light 
(we understand the MOD would require a 
red flashing navigation light to be positioned 
at the top of the turbine).
Next, we objected on the grounds of 
visual impact. With the proposed location 

being so near Cley Hill, a scheduled 
ancient monument adjacent to an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, we stated that 
the turbine would harm the visual amenity 
of Cley Hill and the surrounding landscape: 
it would adversely affect views towards Cley 
Hill and from the top of the hill itself.

We had noted that one of our public 
footapths (chap13/uscu14) passes through 
the proposed location of the turbine. We 
considered this to be a valid ground for 
objection. We also expressed concern 
that the turbine would be seen, and cast 
shadow on, the extensive number of well-
walked footpaths in Chapmanslade and 
neighbouring parishes, which would be to 
the detriment of walkers’ enjoyment of this 
aspect of our environment.

Finally, we objected on the grounds of the 
adverse effect the turbine would have on 
important parts of our parish’s historical 
and natural heritage and the consequent 
effect this would have on our local economy, 
particularly tourism.

So now the matter is in the hands of 
Wiltshire’s planners. A decision is possible 
before Christmas. If, and this appears to be 
likely, the application goes to committee, we 
will be there to state our objections. We will 
keep you informed.
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Sienna’s Valley

Ref 14/09500/FUL. This was a 
retrospective application for the siting 
of a static caravan at Sienna’s Valley in 
Huntenhull Lane. The application is for a 
‘rural worker’s dwelling’ in connection with 
the owner’s stated intention to farm breed 
alpacas and to keep chickens and a number 
of pigs. The caravan has been in position 
since August.

We decided to object to the application 
on the grounds that we did not believe 
enough evidence had been given to support 
residential accommodation being essential 
to the level that ‘a key worker needing to be 
available at the site at most times’. We were 
concerned that more evidence was needed 
to confirm that the proposed enterprise has 
a long-term future and that the application 
is not being used simply as a device to 
eventually secure permanent residential 
accommodation on the site.

We also objected on the grounds that the 
siting of the caravan would cause harm to 
residents living in the immediate vicinity and 
also to a sensitive and cherished part of the 
parish’s rural heritage. 
 
November 13th Meeting

Planning

Thoulstone Park Hotel
The new owners of Thoulstone Park have 
submitted an application for outline 
permission to build a 54 bedroomed 
hotel on the site, particularly in respect of 
access to the proposed building. Planning 
permission has been given in the past for 
a hotel to be constructed on the site of the 
old golf course, and on that occasion we 
welcomed the application because of the 
employment opportunities it offered. But the 

earlier planning consent had a condition 
imposed on it stating that the 18 hole golf 
course should be reinstated. We decided to 
object to the new application on the basis 
that the current owner has planted trees 
over much of the site and therefore an 18 
hole golf course is no longer a feasible 
proposition. Our main concern is that we 
are unhappy about being asked to consider 
the hotel application in isolation from the 
owner’s other plans for the site, which have 
not yet materialised. We would prefer to 
see the whole picture first. We have asked 
Fleur de Rhe Philipe to call the application 
in so that if the planning officers recommend 
approval it can be considered by the elected 
members. 
 
Community Speedwatch

We now have 15 members in our 
Community Speedwatch team and we 
believe we are making a real impact on 
the issue of speeding vehicles. We still have 
room for a few more members so please 
contact Jill Willmot, 01373 832464 or 
Jillwillmot@hotmail.com, for more details or 
if you would like to join us. 

Highways

It was reported that road closures in and 
around Westbury will continue and will 
cause disruption for a little longer. Please 
see the road closure notice on page 
21 concerning Huntenhull Lane, which 
is due to be closed for repairs on 2nd 
December between 9.30am and 3.30pm. 
Contact Keith Muston, 01373 832755 or 
themustons@btinternet.com if you wish to 
report any highways problems. 

Public Footpaths

Adam reported that he has been given 
permission to relocate a redundant kissing 
gate elsewhere in the parish. He is looking 
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for volunteers to help him with this work. 
Please contact him if you can spare an 
hour or two in the next few weeks. Please 
remember to let him know if you need 
to report any problems concerning our 
extensive network of public footpaths. 
Adam’s contact details are 01373 832437 
or adam@oakleyfrome.co.uk 

Mains Gas

We now have 50 people who have shown 
an interest in signing up. We only need 9 
more before mains gas becomes a real 
possibility. Kerry Jones will be distributing a 
flyer to households in the village containing 
useful information within the next few days. 
Contact him on 07733 260512 or at 
knsgasandheating@gmail.com for further 
advice.

Village Hall floor

We noted with sadness that the long awaited 
new floor has been seriously damaged by 
a flood from the ladies’ loo and will need 
to be completely replaced. After years of 
planning and fundraising this has come as 
a bitter blow. However, we hope the floor 
can shortly be relaid as an insurance job. 
Inevitably, the hall will be out of use for a 
while whilst the work is carried out.
 
Annual Grants

We agreed a donation of £120 to the British 
Legion as part of the poppy appeal. Each 
remembrance Sunday we lay a wreath at 
our war memorial to commemorate the men 
from our parish who lost their lives in the two 
world wars. We also agreed a donation of 
£3,250 to the Village Hall Committee. This 
is our main item of expenditure each year 
but we do feel it is important that we should 
support the hall in this way.

December meeting

Our next scheduled meeting will be on 
Thursday 11th December, 7.30pm at the 
school. All our meetings are open to the 
public so do come along to listen or to 
speak.

And finally...

I’ve heard that Father Christmas will be 
arriving in Chapmanslade a week earlier 
than in the rest of England! On the evening 
of 19th December members of Frome Rotary 
Club will be accompanying Santa around 
the village as they collect funds for local 
worthy causes. I believe this will be the first 
time in 40 years that he has visited is in this 
way. So, watch out for the float as it passes 
your front door and please be generous in 
supporting Rotary’s work in the community.

Phil Jefferson
01373 832845

phil.jefferson@virgin.net

Litter pickers
Chapmanslade litter pickers
Meet opposite the Three Horseshoes at 
noon on Saturday 13th December. We 
provide all the necessary equipment and 
spend about an hour or so collecting litter 
from the High Street and surrounding 
area.

Phil Jefferson
01373 832845

Corsley litter pickers
Meet opposite the Royal Oak at 10am on 
the first Saturday of each month. Our next 
‘pick’ is on Saturday 6th December – do 
come along and help keep our village 
beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor
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Road Closure
Temporary Closure of: 
C274 Huntenhull Lane (Part), 
Chapmanslade  
(Ref: TTRO 3618)

Notice is hereby given that the 
Wiltshire Council has made an 
Order to close temporarily to all 
traffic: C274 Huntenhull Lane 
(Part), Chapmanslade; from its 
junction with Brimhill Rise to its 
junction with Southcroft.

To enable Wessex Water to repair 
manhole frames and covers.

No alternative route is 
available however access will 
be maintained for residents and 
businesses and the closure will be 
clearly indicated by traffic signs.

This Order will come into 
operation on Tuesday 2nd 
December 2014 and it is 
anticipated that the work will take 
one day to complete between 
9.30am – 3.30pm. 

The Order will have a maximum 
duration of 18 months.

For further information please 
contact Wessex Water on 
0845 600 4 600.

Sustainable Transport Group 
County Hall, Bythesea Road 

Trowbridg, BA14 8JN

“All for one and one for all”
Naughty cardinals, gay Frenchman and a 
wicked lady – all my wildest dreams come 
true!!! But what, when and where, I hear you 
ask, can I find all these things?

Saturday 1st August 2015 
Manor Farm, Corsley 

The Elizabethan Evening comes over all Louis 
the 13th. Yes, mes amis The Elizabethan 
Evening 2015 will be presenting

“The Three Musketeers”
To be performed by the outstanding Illyria 
theatre company.

A rollicking comedy of misplaced hankies, 
earrings, duels, sword play and damsels most 
distressed.

After the huge success of this year’s 
performance of the Pirates of Penzance by 
Illyria, we have retained them again for next 
year’s play. They will be coming along with 
their award-winning adaptation of Dumas’ 
classic tale.

Your scribe however has to humbly apologise 
for possibly misleading our most respected 
Patrons into believing we would be putting on 
Iolanthe in 2015 – this will come in some future 
year. 

So whip out your rapiers, foils and épées; 
mount the donkey and get ready for next year’s 
all-enthralling theatrical extravaganza.

The Inn of the Red Dovecot or even the Jolly 
Farmer will be open to service wicked and 
slightly less wicked ladies and gents and our 
chefs extraordinaire will conjure up some 
nourriture traditionnelle of the pays.

So book the date and be prepared to ring 
Clare on 01373 832113 for ticket and supper 
information.
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Hyde Accounting  
Services Ltd

H A S L
Self Assessment Tax Returns?

Take the ‘HASL’ out of yours...
...let me do them for you! 

Vanessa M A Hyde MAAT
Accountant and Bookkeeper

The Forge, 104a Corsley Heath 
Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7PP

01373 832700, or 07740 468003

vanessa@hydeaccounting.co.uk 
www.hydeaccounting.co.uk

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Jenny Bishop 01373 832834 or  
Rebecca Bennett 07974 796468

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

01373 832406
www.facebook.com/CrossKeysInnCorsley

Lyes Green  Corsley

Home-cooked food  
12 - 2.30pm and 6 - 9pm
Open all day on Sundays  

food served 12 - 8pm
Function room and large beer garden

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Little Cuckoo’s
Pre-School

Lyes Green, Corsley 
(next to the Corsley Centre)

For children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and  

Friday – 9am - 3pm
Now accepting 2 year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Mother and Baby Group  

Tuesday mornings from 10am to 11.30am
Contact Hayley McMahon 01373 832298  

www.littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk
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The Rector writes:

Dear Friends,

December again! Doesn’t it come around quickly! 

We have lots of birthdays in our family in December; my father, who amazingly will be 88 this 
year, myself, and my grandson who will reach the grand old age of 5 on December 16th. When 
he was born I thought I would knit him lots of lovely jumpers. I did mange one I think, and I have 
optimistically  bought wool for several others lured by the beautiful picture of a perfectly knitted 
jumper on the front of the patterns. Unfortunately, it always goes the same way. I start with high 
hopes completing back and sleeves. Then some how or other I loose track of things and the bits 
don’t match up. So I stuff everything back in a bag in a fit of frustration and never get it out again. 
Poor little boy; he did get a lovely hand knitted jumper from his great grandmother, shame I 
haven’t inherited her talents.

It’s a bit like that at Christmas isn’t it. Every year I look forward to getting the Christmas 
decorations out and decorating the tree, putting out the crib, writing the cards, and making the 
cake. I love the carol services, the specialness of Midnight Mass and the excitement of Christmas 
morning; the smell of turkey cooking and best of all, having all the family home, a rare treat these 
days. But do you know, by the time we get to New Year and beyond I am longing to put all the 
decorations in the attic again and chuck the blessed tree on the compost heap so there are no more 
needles to vacuum up. I am dying to get the fridge back in some semblance of order and I’m sick to 
death of turkey. Like my knitting, I just want to stuff the whole lot back in a bag and forget about it 
for another year.

We have such high expectations of Christmas don’t we, and we can get very upset and cross when 
our expectations don’t match up to reality. We are human beings and human beings are not perfect; 
they get cross with one another, eat too much, argue, refuse to change the channel on the TV and 
say horrible things about your family.

It’s so easy to be seduced by all the media hype we are fed at Christmas isn’t it? Glossy magazines 
depict the perfect family, elegant and relaxed as they toast one another in their immaculately 
decorated drawing room. The abiding preoccupation in these magazines seems to be ‘How to cook 
the PERFECT Christmas dinner.’ A if any thing less than perfect really will not do. Why is it so 
difficult to cook a turkey? You just shove the thing in the oven and hope for the best.

Here’s the thing: Christmas isn’t about perfection, it’s about Jesus, Emmanuel, coming to share 
our humanity, being born again in the middle of your wonderful, exhausting, turkey and mince 
pie Christmas. Being with you as you stir the gravy and panic about the roast potatoes. Being with 
you in your aloneness and grief if you are spending Christmas without someone you love, sharing 
your pain if your memories of Christmas past are less than happy, holding you if you watching and 
waiting in the darkness of ill health and despair.

Hope springs eternal and perhaps with rather more hope than expectation  I have started to knit 
another jumper. Each year as we find the decorations and decorate the tree we are expressing our 
hope in the joy and magic of Christmas, our hope in Emmanuel, God with us, in all the messy pain 
and joy of what it means to be human. May his love and peace be yours this Christmas.

Love and prayers

Pauline 
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December Church Diary

Tuesday 2nd December
7.30pm at 93 Lyes Green – details Richard on 832594

After Alpha Home Group

v

Saturday 6th December
10.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Christmas Coffee Morning & 50/50 Club draw
Contact for Coffee Morning – Stella Bayman on 832230

Contact for 50/50 Club draw entry – prizes from 
£25 to £200 in cash – Neil Britten on 832515

v

Sunday 7th December: Second Sunday of Advent
9.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Eucharist

v

Wednesday 10th December
12.30pm to 1.30pm at the Reading Rooms, Corsley

Light Bites Christmas Lunch
Donations in aid of the Children’s Society & the Ebola fund

v

Sunday 14th December: Third Sunday of Advent
9.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade

Family Eucharist

11am at St Mary’s, Temple
Matins

v

Thursday 18th December
10am to 12pm at the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Church and Community Coffee Morning



Friday 19th December
7pm onwards in Corsley

Carol Singing in aid of the Children’s Society & the Ebola Fund

v

Sunday 21st December: Second Sunday before Advent
6pm at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Carol Service

v

Monday 22nd December
6pm meet at old Post Office, Chapmanslade

Carol Singing in aid of the Children’s Society & the Ebola fund

v

Wednesday 24th December: Christmas Eve
3pm at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade 

Crib Service

11.30pm at St Peter & St Paul, Longbridge Deverill 
Midnight Eucharist

v

Thursday 25th December: Christmas Day
9am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley

1662 BCP Holy Communion

10.30am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade
Christmas Eucharist

v

Sunday 28th December: First Sunday of Christmas
10.30am at St Michael’s, Brixton Deverill

Benefice Eucharist

v

Sunday 4th January: Second Sunday of Christmas
9.30am at St Margaret’s, Corsley

Eucharist



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel

Church Events for your diary

Saturday 7th February at Chapmanslade Village Hall:
Auction of Promises with Dennis Barnard as our MC for the evening. Can you donate 
an item or promise for this special event. Come along to this hugely popular event and 
bid for that special item and help your local church at the same time

Copy for 3 Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 3ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’ or 

download a pdf from the ‘churches’ pages at www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Priest in Charge	 Reverend Pauline Reid	 01985 841290 
	 email – revpauline@btinternet.com 
Associate Priest	 Rev Di Britten (day off is Friday)	 01373 832515
Team Office	 Dick Collins	 01985 215460 
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Pastoral Visitor	 Alan Hopkinson	 01373 832393
Churchwarden	 Charles Thackway	 01373 832048
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Philip & St James – Janet Aylesbury 	 01373 832752
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Margaret’s – Judith Helliar 	 01373 832803
Deputy Churchwarden 	 St Mary’s – Harcourt Gough 	 01373 832039
PCC Secretary	 Phil Jefferson 	 01373 832845
PCC Minute Secretary	 Sue Fear 	 01373 832074
PCC Treasurer	 Keith Muston 	 01373 832755
Planned Giving Officer 	 Judith Helliar 	 01373 832803
Choir Leaders	 Marion Muston	 01373 832755
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Tower Captain	 Dick Collins 	 01373 832789
50/50 Club	 Neil Britten	 01373 832515
Electoral Roll	 Michael Taylor	 01373 832566
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Carol Seward rounds up the November 
meeting and announces some 
forthcoming events.
Liz Griggs gave a very interesting talk about 
the animals at Longleat at the November 
meeting of Corsley WI. Liz said that when 
she was at school she always thought she 
wanted to be a vet but after being accepted 
for a week’s work experience helping the 
keepers at Longleat, she loved it so much 
she stayed for the next 26 years! Liz began 
by working with the gorillas but when she 
was offered a full time job, she started 
looking after the giraffes, which are her 
favourite animals. Liz then looked after a 
wide range of creatures large and small 
until she started a family of her own, after 
which she became an animal registrar. Each 
animal has its own identity number and is 
either micro-chipped, has an identifying tag 
or leg bands to enable detailed medical 
records to be kept and at Longleat, each 
animal also has a name. The records are 
transferred with them if they move to a new 
home. Liz also keeps the full parental details 
of all the animals for breeding purposes and 
is able to trace back to Africa, the history of 
the 113th giraffe recently born at Longleat. 
At the end of her talk, Liz brought in a 
snake, a cockroach and a very shy armadillo 

for us to look at, which created much 
interest amongst members. Val Benbow gave 
the vote of thanks. 

The competition for an animal ornament 
was won by Val Benbow, with Jean White 
second and Anne Carruthers third.

New events organised by the Wiltshire 
Federation include visits to the Hinckley B 
Power Station, Adam Henson’s farm in the 
Cotswolds and celebrations in Swindon 
and Tidworth in March and April for the 
WI Centenary. Details of all future trips, 
meetings and workshops are available to 
members at our meetings. 

On 11 December we have our Christmas 
Dinner for members, but the next meeting 
in Corsley Reading Room on Thursday 
8 January 2015 at 2.30pm is open to 
everyone and the speaker will be Rev. Ward 
Jones with a talk entitled ‘Korean Odyssey’. 
The competition for members is for a basket.

Would you like to join us at Corsley WI? 
New members are most welcome at any 
meeting but if you would like further 
information about us please contact Carol 
Seward on 01373 832446.

news from the ladies

Corsley WI
November News

Everyone is invited to join us for the following activities:
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4pm, Corsley Reading Room
Coffee Morning	 First Tuesday each month, 10-12noon, Corsley Reading Room
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, venues as per club programme
Lunch Club	 Last Tuesday of the month, 12.30pm, various venues
More details on the Gardening, Bridge and Lunch clubs from Pauline on 01985 215760
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November saw the second of our ‘Health 
and wellbeing’ events, the Quiz Night. 
Health is not just about exercising your body 
but your mind too and thanks to Bob and 
his quiz, our brains really got a workout. 
The quiz was won by Chocaholics who 
beat Numbskulls by one point in the final 
round. Both teams got over 85% of the 
questions correct – a brilliant achievement! 
Many thanks to the Chocaholics and the 
winner of ‘heads and tails’ for donating their 
prize money back to the Playing Field. Next 
month’s event is ‘Mince pies at Heathside’. 
Everyone is welcome, please see the advert.

With the 100 year anniversary of the start 
of the First World War the Memorial Playing 
Field committee have been adding some 
new features to the field, supported by a 
grant from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. We have 
created a new border to encourage insects 
and have put in a wood wall and brash 
pile for insects and animals to spend the 
winter. We have also planted lots of daffodils 
in groups of 28, as this was the number of 
people who died during the wars in Corsley 
and who are commemorated on the plaques 
on the gate pillars.

There have been a number of incidents at 
the field in the last few weeks. We appreciate 
that things do get broken but we would ask 
that parents and guardians make sure that 

their children using the field understand what 
a great resource they have and that they 
treat it properly. We have also had a number 
of dogs messing in the children’s play area. 
Not only is this unpleasant for all, dogs can 
also carry a number of diseases that will 
make children very ill. Can I please ask that 
people make sure that their dogs do not go 
into the field and if they do by accident, to 
clean up after them?  We thank those of you 
that have reported incidents to us, please 
keep doing so.

For more details about any of the activities, 
please contact:
Marion: marion@nmc2.co.uk
01373 832314
07796 544565
Barbara: 01373 832273, or 
Dot: 01373 832059
Find us on Facebook, via The Bridge website

Marion Liquorice updates us on the 
latest goings-on up at the Playing Field

community news

Corsley

Memorial Playing Field
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We may soon be told by ‘experts’ what the 
weather will be like this winter. If we are 
told it will be mild with light snow falls then 
we may be safe to assume that all will be 
well and all we need to do is to turn up the 
heating. If, on the other hand, we are told 
that it is going to be very cold with snow 
and frost; freezing conditions will occur 
in domestic water systems. Whatever the 
experts say, I suggest it is prudent to have 
done some checks beforehand.

In the home

If there is going to be continuous days with 
the outside temperature below zero degrees 
Centigrade there is possibility that water 
pipes may become frozen. If this happens 
it may be difficult to find the spot where this 
has taken place. Don’t ignore it because 
when it thaws the pipe may be split and 
water will flow out and flood the surrounding 
area until it is turned off.

The first precaution is to check the incoming 
water stop cock.  Now is the time to actually 
shut it to verify that it has turned off the flow 
of water – then open it again. After that, 
check other internal valves that isolate the 
hot and/or cold water systems.

The next precaution is to check all external 
pipes and taps. If possible, find and shut 
isolating valves to these taps and leave the 

taps open. If not possible lag each pipe and 
tap where it is exposed to the elements.

If there is a water tank in the attic, check 
that the incoming water pipe and ball cock 
are suitably protected. Also check that 
the tank itself has some lagging material 
to protect it. This may be more important 
for those properties which have the latest 
recommended thickness of lagging in attics. 
Check that outlet water pipe from the tank 
going to a room or space below is properly 
lagged. This pipe will probably supply 
both the cold water system and the hot 
water tank, which is probably in an airing 
cupboard. They may both have isolating 
valves. Check that they can be shut.

When the very cold frost arrives run water 
from every tap in the house twice a day 
to check that the pipe supplying it is not 
frozen. If water does not flow, don’t ignore 
it. Leave the tap open and put the plug in 
the basin or a container under it to catch 
any water when the frozen spot has been 
thawed.  Isolate this tap at one of the valves 
and then find out where the pipe is frozen. 
This can be done by careful inspection of 
the system and gently heating the bare pipe 
– a hot water bottle or hair drier is useful. 
When the blockage has been cleared, water 
will flow into the basin or container. If the 
pipe has been split there will be a minimum 

Robin offers some sage 
advice for the season ahead

community news

Deep and crisp and even...

Preparing for a cold winter
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amount of water to show where the damage 
has occurred. The repair is then possible 
by either a temporary tape or a permanent 
repair by a qualified plumber. It might help 
if you have noted the telephone number of 
one (or even two) plumbers before the very 
cold weather. 

Another cause of a problem is a dripping 
tap; water will collect in the overflow or 
drain causing it to be blocked by ice.

Outside the home

If the house has a path leading to a door 
which may be covered with snow and ice 
these can be cleared using a spade or 
shovel and distributing salt to thaw any 
remaining ice. These items need to be 
prepared before the snow and ice arrive.

There are other precautions such as getting 
in sufficient fuel to heat the house, having 
emergency source of lighting for a short or 
even longer loss of electrical power, and of 
course, enough food until you expect to be 
able to replenish stores.

If you know a neighbour who would 
welcome your help – offer it. If you need 
help ask a neighbour or a relative.

With the best wishes for a white Christmas 
– for all those who are looking forward to 
one!

Robin Chapman (retired plumber)
01373 832378

Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches

You are invited to our

Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday 6th December

St Margaret’s Church, Corsley 
10.30 am until noon

 
Christmas-themed Bring and Buy

50/50 Club Draw 

Admission £2 (includes a cup of coffee and a biscuit)

All welcome – do come along and help us put the fun into fundraising for our churches

Phone Stella Bayman (832230) or Phil Jefferson (832845) for further information



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927



The Bridge December 2014  |  35Please mention The Bridge when responding to adverts

   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Decide on where you want to place the tree 
and assess if you will be looking at it from 
all sides; this will help you when choosing 
the tree. Choose a spot away from heat 
sources like TV’s, fireplaces and radiators 
and keep away from doorways and draughts 
which will dry the needles out.

Measure the height and width of the space 
you have available. There is nothing worse 
than bringing a tree indoors only to find its 
too tall so take a tape measure with you 
when selecting. Take a rope to tie it to your 
car or ask your local stockist to deliver the 
tree to your home.

Choose a fresh tree, the fresher the tree 
the healthier, greener appearance with few 
browning needles. The needles should be 
flexible and not fall off when the branch is 
run through your hand. Raise the tree a few 
inches of the ground and drop it on the butt 
end, very few green needles should drop off 
the tree, it is normal for a few inner brown 
needles to drop off. Make sure the base of 
the tree is straight and 6-8” long so it will fit 
easily into the stand.

My favourite is the Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii) - good fragrance; holds blue to 
dark green needles and has one of the best 
aromas among Christmas trees. Named 

after David Douglas  
who studied the tree  
in the 1800’s, they  
have a good  
conical shape  
and can live for  
a thousand years.

Store the tree in  
an unheated garage  
or somewhere out of the 
wind and freezing temperatures. Remove 1” 
from the butt end of the tree and place into 
a bucket of water. When bringing the tree 
indoors remove another 1” and place into a 
stand which holds at least 1 gallon of water, 
I prefer wrought iron as they are nice and 
sturdy.

Ensure the water level is just below the 
first branch so that resin cannot form and 
prevent water uptake, this will stop the tree 
from drying out. If placed in a suitable 
position, with plenty of water and is well 
looked after the tree will last at least 5 weeks 
before drying out.

This year at Acres Supply you can 
drop off your old tree and we will 
recycle it FREE…

Rob White
Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley

To some, Christmas just isn’t Christmas without a real 
Christmas tree. The following tips will help you to select 
that perfect tree and keep the needles on it longer.

from the potting shed

Make preparations for buying and keeping...

The Perfect Christmas Tree
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&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time

Rose Knight
House sitting and 

dog and cat minding 
service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

ROGER PATCH
GENERAL BUILDERS

Also offering purpose-made joinery

We now have a HETAS registered fitter enabling us to fit 
Woodburners, Multifuel Stoves and Chimney Liners.

Cedar Cottage, Wolverton, Zeals, Wiltshire, BA12 6LW

Telephone  01747 840449   Mobile  07971 686973
Email  rogeratwolverton@yahooo.co.uk

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283

All types of sash and wooden windows
suitable for Listed Buildings

Ian Gallagher
Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR

Tel: 01373 474637  Mobile: 07929 938419
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk

•	 Renovation
•	 Replacement
•	 Draught-proofing
•	 Small	repairs
•	 Replacement	cords,	pulleys	

handles, weights, glazing

•	 Renovation

Weatherproof
Windows Co.

St	David’s	Lodge is	a	self-catering	chalet offering	
uninterrupted	sea	views.	The	sandy,	lifeguarded	beach	

is about a 10 minute walk down the nearby coastal path. 
The	Chalet	sleeps	up	to	8	and	has	private	parking	for	2	

cars.	Please	visit	our	website	for	more	details.

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk
01373 464870

St	Davids,Whitsand	Bay,	Cornwall
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, presents his report on the latest activities

The major PC events of the last month 
were the occasional meeting on the 22nd 
October to debate the Thoulstone Wind 
Turbine planning application and a sub 
committee meeting on 5th November, 
with Longleat and others, to discuss traffic 
issues. By the time of publication, there will 
also have been a meeting with Wiltshire 
to discuss the outcome of the Affordable 
Housing Survey report.

Wind Turbine

14/08778/FUL 
Construction of a single 86.5m tip height 
wind turbine and associated infrastructure
The primary purpose of the meeting on the 
22nd October was for the PC to discuss 
and decide its response to the planning 
application, which itself comprised 15 
separate reports and over 600 pages of 
data and assertion. To aid the process the 
Chairman gave a summary presentation of 
the details (available on the Bridge web-
site) and members of the audience, about 
30 in number, were given the opportunity 
to ask questions of Fleur de Rhe-Phillipe, 
our County Councillor, get clarification 
about the details of the application and to 
express their personal views. The PC had 
received one written communication, a copy 

of a letter of protest to the County Council. 
However, there are several hundred letters 
of protest on the Wiltshire planning website, 
many of which, it is recognised, are from 
Corsley residents.

Councillor de Rhe-Phillipe explained that 
the application would be considered by 
the planners on the basis of responses 
from a number of consultees. Should it be 
turned down by the planners this would 
be on ‘planning grounds’. If it were to be 
approved by the planners she would ‘call it 
in’ at which point the application would be 
considered by the Planning Committee. In 
this case she would relinquish her normal 
place on this Committee and speak against 
the application.

She also explained that Wiltshire Council, 
like every other local authority, has an 
obligation to meet its renewable energy 
obligations. Currently, Wiltshire would 
meet their target without including this 
application. 

Her belief was that, so far, the National 
Trust will object, the RSPB will not, English 
Heritage have not, so far, but the Wiltshire 
Rights of Way Officer has objected on the 
grounds that the turbine is shown as located 

community news
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on a public footpath. The Planning Officer 
had also asked for further information from 
the applicant regarding noise levels.

The planned turbine is neither within the 
boundaries of the Parish of Corsley nor the 
Cranborne Chase Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB). However, the 
proximity of the planned development to 
both means that its effects, both material 
and human, could be very intrusive to both. 
There was much discussion about such 
impacts as noise, visual, shadow flicker, 
heritage setting, archaeology, ecology, 
precedents, wind versus solar power and 
power generation benefit (or lack of) to the 
community. The general consensus of those 
in the audience who spoke was ‘against’ the 
application. There were no representatives 
in the audience from the landowners, 
the promoting company or the design 
consultants.

After its own discussions, the PC resolved to 
object to the application:
•	Visual impact in an area so close to an 

AONB
•	it is considered it is out of scale with the 

landscape and inappropriate in an area of 
historic and natural beauty

•	Lack of any guarantee, such as in the 
form of a bond lodged with the local 
authority, that either at the end of its 
useful life, or before, should the owning 
company withdraw for any reason, that 
the landscape will be restored to its former 
state. 

Longleat Traffic Meeting

This was first session with the new Longleat 
management to continue the series of 
meetings which started in Autumn 2013 
to try and find more acceptable routes for 
the Longleat generated traffic which uses 
the roads and lanes around Corsley. Those 

attending included representatives from 
Wiltshire (the Community Area Manager 
and a representative from the Highways 
Department), local residents from Lane End 
and Knapps Gate, Corsley PC, the Caravan 
Club and Michael Birnie, Longleat Land 
Agent.

Discussion largely focussed on the impact 
of caravan and Safari Park traffic on the 
lanes of Corsley, but also recognised the 
wider issues of volumes of traffic on all local 
roads at peak times and for specific big 
events, such as the forthcoming Chinese 
Lantern Show over Christmas. For the benefit 
of Longleat, the recent history of changes 
to entry and exit routes was explained, 
their effects and the various alternatives 
which have been considered over the last 
12 months. The impact on the various 
stakeholders was discussed, particularly the 
safety implications. Wiltshire Highways were 
quite clear that their yardstick for triggering 
an interest in the safety of any proposals was 
collision rates and not the risk potential of 
any routing option. 

Longleat were sympathetic to Corsley’s 
concerns. They saw a two-fold need. First 
there was an agreed need for Longleat 
to review specific current issues, e.g. the 
caravan traffic, with a view to capitalising 
on the experience of the emergency re-
routing of caravan traffic during the Stalls 
Farm road closure earlier this year. Subject 
to improvements in one or two areas the 
Caravan Club had no objection to this as 
the basis for entry caravan traffic through 
Lane End and exit traffic via the internal 
Longleat roads to other exit points. This 
would be reviewed early in the New Year. 
Second, and more long term, was the need 
for a thorough review of all aspects of 
the traffic flow in and out of Longleat. No 
timescales were tabled for such a review, 
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but it was recognised that this should take 
place in the next 12-15 months to allow the 
Caravan Club to publish any fundamental 
changes in their marketing material. 

Rural Housing Needs Survey

The fi nal report has not yet been published, 
but the next stage is an informal meeting 
between representatives of the PC and 
the Wiltshire Commissioning & Contract 
Lead, Victoria Smith, on 20th November 
to hear the details of the way forward. It is 
anticipated that this will take the form of a 
public meeting for Wiltshire to go through 
the report, identify the actions they intend 
to meet its recommendations, explain the 
processes and opportunities for Village 
involvement. 

The outcome of the meeting on the 20th will 
be posted on the Bridge website. 

Previous Planning Applications

In the last brief, I mentioned three planning 
applications, for which Planning Authority 
decisions have now been made: 

14/08690/FUL
Change of use to provide temporary 
accommodation at the rear of Stalls for 
staff engaged in erection of the Christmas 
Chinese Lantern Show

This has been approved with the conditions 
that the site be vacated by 31 January 2015 
and restored to its previous state by 7th 
February.

14/086967/PNCOU
Change of use of agricultural buildings 
at Cross Keys Farm to three dwelling 
properties.

Refused on the grounds that the site is 
an ‘unsustainable’ location, confl ict with 

national and Wiltshire District planning 
policies, ‘wholly inadequate private amenity 
space’, ‘overlook and loss of privacy to 
occupiers of the dwellings’, poor design and 
road safety. 

14/08508/FUL 
Demolition of an existing outbuilding at 
Gloworm Cottage, Corsley Heath, and 
erection of a self contained single storey 
extension.

Approved, with condition that it could not be 
used for business, let or sold as a separate 
dwelling

Best wishes to one and all for Christmas and 
the New Year.

Neil Britten
Chairman, Corsley Parish Council

neil.britten@btinternet.com

LISA

Trudi and Alan would like to 

thank all their friends for the 

support, help and prayers over 

the last months.

It was a great help and comfort 

and enabled us to be with Lisa 

and the grandchildren when we 

were most needed.

We also like thank all those who 

came to the memorial service. 

This made all the difference and 

was greatly appreciated.

We are extremely grateful to 

you all.
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s feature of ‘News from the Nest’ from 

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School in Lyes Green, Corsley.

Little Cuckoos started our Christmas celebrations Saturday 29th November at our 
Christmas Fayre. It was a very fun fi lled festive afternoon. Thank you to all who 
came and saw Father Christmas in his Grotto and supported this event.

Our fi rst ever Nearly New Sale of baby and children’s items last month was a great 
success. Thank you to those of you that came along, picked up some bargains and 
supported our Sale. This will hopefully be a regular event so watch this space.

We supported Children in Need and The Poppy Appeal in November. The children 
looked fantastic wearing something spotty and embracing all things Pudsey. 

Little Cuckoos have a very busy festive month planned, with ‘Stay and Play’ activity 
sessions available, where parents and grandparents are all welcome to join us for 
the morning. 

Our last day of term is Wednesday 17th December and we will be performing our 
Nativity Play at St Margaret’s Church. Parents, family and friends are all welcome.

We wish you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9am - 3pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10am - 11.30am
For more information, please contact Hayley on 01373 832298 

www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk

Getting married?  Special occasion?
Classic car for hire~ Hillman Minx Estate 1960
Chauffeur/bows/fl owers/champagne
Reasonable rates
Please contact Amanda on 
01373 827795 or 07720 673698
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Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

Historic country 
house setting. 
Excellent working 
environment.

Call 01373 832120

Offices to let – Corsley

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will find a friendly welcome and a hearty  
breakfast in our listed Georgian Farmhouse.  
The quality en-suite bedrooms contain everything  
you need to ensure a comfortable stay.
Lyn and Fraser Mills ~ 01373 832858 or 07878 954563
Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 4AE
www.blackdogfarm.co.uk
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Whitbourne Chapel

Descriptions of Jesus

The Beginning and the End
Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, the First and the 
Last.” Revelation 22:13

Bill Gould

We want to put on record what a good 
friend Bill has been to the Chapel over very 
many years, keeping the grounds in good 
shape, winding the clock, watching over the 
Chapel from his house with an eagle eye. 
We shall miss him very much and offer Jan 
our love and prayers.

What’s in the tin?

Is what’s on the tin really inside? Is 
there horse in the mince or monkfish 
masquerading as scampi? Is Christmas what 
we celebrate or is it only an opportunity for 
a colourful get-together?

The tin says ‘Christmas’, the modern version 
of the original Old English ‘Christes Mæsse’. 
The inside may contain anything but!

Let us enjoy the season’s traditions: bird 
and pudding, tree, lights and decorations, 
greetings, presents, holly and, most 
certainly, the mistletoe! However, these are 
all accompaniments to what’s in the tin. 

‘Christ’s Mass’, remember! The worship 
of Christ, the celebration of his coming 
amongst us as the light in the darkness of 
our winter; this is the heart of the Christmas 
experience. Focussing on this will greatly 
enrich us all. ‘Christ’ means ‘anointed’. The 
name signifies kingship. “My kingdom is not 
of this world,” said Jesus, indicating that it 
was definitely within the world.

The baby in the manger is as helpless and 
reliant on Mother’s care as any other infant. 
When grown up, he will surrender his power 
as he yields to crucifixion. What power is 
released through that powerlessness!
How do we open this tin? By taking Christ 
Jesus very seriously and the carols and 
Scripture readings help us to do just that.

Contributed by Reverend Keith Sobey.

Dance – strictly the Bible! 

Who despised a king’s dancing? 
I Chron. 15.29

Whose daughter danced in order to gain a 
gruesome trophy?                        Matt.14.6

Who was the great soldier who tore his 
clothes when he saw his daughter dancing?     

Judges 11.34

Gill Redman
07581 450177

A Happy and Peaceful Christmas to everyone!

Regular times
Services every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)

Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes
Favourite hymns + tea party every third Sunday in the month at 5pm

Bible Study 7.30pm on Tuesday evenings
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WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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I have mentioned before about how different 
nationalities seem to have similar traits when 
it comes to learning to drive. It is also the 
case that the driving test in various countries 
varies considerably. I use the word ‘test’ 
loosely of course.

A lady from a country far away who moved 
to England and needed a full UK licence 
came to me holding a full lorry licence. Her 
country was big on theory, but considered 
that if you could explain how to drive, then 
it was taken as read that you could actually 
drive. Therefore, if you took a lorry ‘test’, 
despite never having driven a car before, 
then you were automatically entitled to drive 
a car. Local ‘instructors‘ rent out lorries; the 
test was to lurch off down a gravel track for 
100 yards, wheel round in a cloud of dust 
and fl ying grit, lurch back to the starting 
point, and if you stopped vaguely beside the 
examiner, you passed.

Another pupil had passed the test in his 
home country – this consisted of driving 
forwards twelve feet between two parallel 
lines, then reversing the twelve feet. So long 
as he stayed within the lines, he passed!

Another pupil kept failing the test in her 
native country until, on her fi fth attempt, 
she handed the examiner a suffi ciently large 
bribe and after one drive round the block 
obtained her full licence.

In yet another country without testing, you 
buy a licence over the counter and this 
entitles one to drive anything. The licence 

is not a proof of ability, it is simply a form 
of identifi cation in case you are stopped 
by the local police. The requirement to 
demonstrate any form of skill is simply non-
existent.

I know of another country where you 
don’t actually leave the car park; when 
interviewed, the local examiners expressed 
the concern that it would be far too 
dangerous to take learners out onto the 
public roads. Far better to stay safe and give 
them a licence without having to leave the 
car park.

When people from those countries move 
here and become permanent residents, 
they have a huge shock on discovering that 
a certain level of control skill and ability 
to anticipate danger is a requirement. 
Fortunately the majority buckle down and 
after early problems, succeed. A few, (after 
realising that bribing UK examiners is not 
a way of life), simply buckle under the 
pressure.

Until recently, an interpreter was allowed 
to sit in the back during a UK test, even 
though there were suspicions that sometimes 
verbal guidance or assistance from the 
interpreter was given. Now, no interpreter 
is allowed; it is expected that if the person 
wants a licence, they should at least be 
able to understand some basic directional 
commands in English.

Steve Dayman-John

Tales from the 
passenger seat

recollections



JMW Accounting
Cost-effective accounting, bookkeeping,  

VAT and payroll solutions for  
sole traders and local businesses

01373 822363 or 07790 325321 
email jackie@jmwaccounting.co.uk

www.jmwaccounting.co.uk

Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller 

meeting room and kitchen facilities 
all available for hire

Parties • clubs • meetings • classes • etc
Contact Rosemary Collins for details

01373 832789

NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

27 High Street, Warminster,  
Wiltshire, BA12 9AG 

Telephone  
01985 988192

Email  
bluebellinteriors@blueyonder.co.uk

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

We offer a range of care and accommodation to cater for the varying needs of retired and elderly 
people, either in the full care of Wren House, or assisted living in our two Coach House flats. 
Alternatively, more able and independent elderly people may choose to purchase an Orchard 

Retirement Apartment, with the assurance of care facilities close at hand.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds - Manager
Wren House, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163 
Mobile 07976 242045
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Jammy Jewellery         
Personalised fingerprint 
and footprint jewellery

www.jammyjewellery.co.uk

Dog Walks and
Holiday Pet Care
01985 988268
07878 754987
www.wiltshirepetcare.com
Qualified, Experienced, Registered, Insured

Personal Training
Outdoor Group Workouts
Nordic Walking

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

David Noble
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

• Complete installations
• Minor works/repairs
• Testing
• Intruder alarms
• Lighting design

5 Swaledale Road
Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 8FH

Tel   01985 214630
Mobile   07970 618232

dcnoble@btinternet.com

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fields and paddocks

For more details 07801 496235
or visit www.ecofitness.co.uk
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This was the catchy title of the book about 
the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade, 
edited by Victoria Hutchings and Dennis 
Barnard and produced for the Millenium. It’s 
title also has a resonance in Juba.

Very few children there can swim because 
there are no swimming pools, (except in 
one or two top hotels) and the River Nile, 
which flows through the town, is dangerous. 
In the schools of South Sudan there is no 
free education and to enable children from 
low income families to have the opportunity 
for a secondary education, 100 students at 
Juba Diocesan Model Secondary School are 
sponsored, some of these by the generosity 
of people in Corsley and Chapmanslade. 

In a letter written to his 
sponsor last month a 
young man called Joseph, 
wrote: ‘I am now enjoying 
my secondary school 
in Juba Model which is 
the best school here in 
Juba. My family is happy 
for your support to me. I 
learn to swim since 1999 

during the time of war in Sudan when I and 
my parent were crossing the River Nile. Since 
that time, up to now, swimming become 
active for me. I can swim across River Nile 
four times in a day which is my exercise. I 
am enjoying my study, nothing will make me 
to leave this school.’

Joseph is in his first year at the School. 
Although he is 21, he had no access to 
education in his early years because of the 
civil war.)

The River is wide, fast flowing and the home 
of crocodiles. I took a photo of one basking 
on a mud flat a little way down river from 
Juba! We must write to tell him not to take 
unnecessary risks!

Walking around Juba you see a lot of goats, 
ducks and chickens scratching for food. 
Some of the infants are ‘chicken chasers’! 
Even in the school compound there are a 
few ‘free range’ ducks and chickens. Five 
years ago I met one lady from the church 
who, for her livelihood, kept her chickens 
in a hut and sold hard boiled eggs at a 
stall outside the town hospital to people in 
the hospital compound who had brought 
their sick relatives for treatment. Hospitals 
in South Sudan do not provide food for in-
patients – let us count our blessings with the 
NHS.) Sadly in 2006 bird flu arrived in the 
town and destroyed this lady’s flock. A year 
later we were able to help her re-stock and 
continue her good work. 

Let me give you a brief update on the 
school. The South Sudan Ministry of 
Education has decided to lengthen the 
period of secondary education from 3 to 4 
years starting in February 2015. With 200 
pupils in each school year, the numbers 

Richard Dean chases up the news from Juba School

Juba School news

Crocodile and Chicken 
Chasers
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Health and Wellbeing 
in Corsley

Opportunities for the whole 
community to get together, 
play, learn, share and chat to 
help you  become and stay 
healthy and happy.

Numbers in advance, please - so we 
know how much food to buy.

Barbara  01373 832273

Dot  01373 832059, or

Marion  01373 832314
marion@nmc2.co.uk

Find out about the Health & Wellbeing 
project sponsored by The Community 

Foundation for Wiltshire & Swindon

FREE EVENTS all 2 - 5pm

14 December – Mince Pies at Heathside, Heathway, 
                        BA12 7PW

At the Reading Rooms

18 January – Carpet Bowls and other activities

15 February – Movie and afternoon teas

15 February – Short talks and other activities

at Juba Diocesan Model 
Secondary School will be 
going up from 600 to 800 
and four more classrooms 
will be required. The School 
looked to the Support Group 
here to help find the funding. 
Going out to tender the cost 
submitted by the winning 
contractor was £80,000, with 
a build time of 3 months. 
The money was needed by 
the end of October 2014 
for the classrooms to be 
ready for the new students 
arriving in February. We 
applied to various Charities 
and made the need known 
to supporters of the School 
here, but by mid-October we 
were still a long way short 
of the target. Would the new students have 
to do their lessons under one of the trees 
with chickens scrabbling at their feet? We 
prayed to God believing that ‘God’s work 

done in God’s way will never 
lack God’s resources’. In 
the second half of October 
we received grants from two 
Charities and one from a 
kind individual. This brought 
the total, with what we 
already had, to £80,000. 
A wonderful answer to our 
prayers. 

I am planning to go out to 
Juba in April. The four new 
classrooms should be built 
and occupied by then. I shall 
meet the new students who 
have been awarded bursaries 
and bring back letters and 
photographs. We do need 
some more sponsors. I love 
swimming but I will not be 

swimming in the River Nile! While I am there 
chicken or goat will be the choice of meat. 
I shall choose chicken, chased down with 
Coca-Cola!

The Bishop of Juba laying 
the foundations of the new 
Classroom Block on  
2nd November 2014. 
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For many this has been a special year of 
Remembrance – 100 years since the start 
of the First World War. For some 2014 will 
be a year when they have lost or gained 
a special member of the family. We often 
commemorate these special events by 
planting a tree (surely a wonderful idea), but 
it can have its problems. When considering 
planting a tree make sure you have the 
landowner’s permission if it is not on your 
own property. A wide road verge may 
belong to the Highways Authority and a 
clear view is essential for drivers. 

Roots from the ‘wrong’ species of trees 
can undermine walls and buildings, they 
can also find their way into drains and 
watercourses causing damage to property 
and flooding of roads. Check the estimated 
size of the mature tree – it may cut out 
daylight for you or your neighbours in just 
a few years and there can be problems 
with branches overhanging neighbouring 
properties. Avoid planting your tree too 
close to electricity or telegraph wires as it 
may need severe pruning as it grows. Take 
advice from the professionals to ensure you 
choose the right tree to suit you and the site 
and it will give joy for many years to come. 

Why not buy a Christmas tree with roots this 
year and get the family to help plant it when 
the festivities are over? Then either dig it 
up or just saw it off at ground level to use it 
again next year!! 

The majority of winter birds have now 
arrived. Many were rather late this year as 
the weather was still mild in Scandinavia 
and beyond and they didn’t need to fly south 
and west in search of food. Now winter is 
truly with us, we can enjoy watching flocks of 
Fieldfare and Redwing feeding in the fields, 
whilst numbers of smaller birds, especially 
Goldfinches, build up on our garden 
feeders. Blackbird and Song Thrush numbers 
are boosted by the arrival of migrants and 
harsh weather may bring us Waxwings – 
often a colourful sight in supermarket car 
parks. One of the Cuckoos (Chris) fitted four 
years ago with a satellite tracker by the BTO 
has, once again, returned to Western Africa 
for the winter – an amazing feat and a great 
survivor! 

The shooting season for pheasants and 
partridge is part of the country scene this 
month so avoid the woodlands, whether 
walking or horse riding, between 10am and 
3pm on shoot days. 

Please remember to support local producers 
and butchers for your Christmas Fayre, 
whether it is poultry, meat or vegetarian. 

Any one wishing to join me at The Reading 
Room Car Park on January 1st at 10.30 
for a footpath walk for about an hour will 
be very welcome - it might be the start of 
regular monthly walks in 2015. 

Judith Helliar

Here we are, nearly at the end of another year 
and what a busy month December is!

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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Thank You!
My brother Edward and I have 
been doing a sale outside our 
house for Children In Need every 
weekend. We have been doing it 
for a few years and thoroughly 
enjoy doing it!

We would both like to thank the 
public for their support and for 
helping us raise a huge amount of 
money. Doing this clears out all 
of our old toys and we get money 
for a good cause!

Our total this year is £255.87 !!!

Thank you to everyone who 
made a donation to us or just to 
Children In Need!! We and they 
really appreciate your generosity.

If you didn’t get the chance to 
support our Children In Need 
sale this year, we look forward to 
seeing you next year!

Yours faithfully

Georgia and Edward Lawrence  
(12 & 10 years old)

Campanology 
News
Since last I wrote with news for you, 
we’ve rung the bells all summer through.
Some practiced friends came to call, 
which helps our ringers, one and all.

The new recruits are learning well 
and both can now control the bell.
Our ringing world at Corsley Church 
is benefiting from our search.

This year requests for us to ring:
for weddings, births, the licensing.
A pleasure when we all turn out, 
what ringing bells is all about.

But don’t forget, we still need more! 
We’ve always got an open door,
for anyone to try their hand 
and join our happy ringing band.

Please contact Dick on 789, 
he’ll always say, ‘Yes I’ve the time
to teach the way to ring a bell!’ 
I’m sure you’ll have great fun as well!

Marion Moldon

Order now
for Christmas

Farm fresh, naturally reared Bronze 
Turkeys and free-range Geese

Telephone 01373 832555



WANTED
Driver wanted occasionally – just local lifts.  
Can use my car if cheaper.  
Please call 01373 832944

Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1	 Crete
2	 Green
3	 Shrewsbury
4	 Parson
5	 Dr No
6	 Arkansas
7	 Exeter  
8	 Tetley
9	 Esher
10	 Sue
11	 Andrex
12	 Eros and Cupid

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are 
allocated depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at 
one of the two drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 

4pm on the 19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

The mobile library service  
visits next on:

Thursday 11th December
10:10 - 10:30  

Corsley, by the Royal Oak pub

10:45 - 11:00  
Chapmanslade, outside 132 High St

11:05 - 12:00  
Chapmanslade, by the school

Future dates for this round are: 

Thursday 25th December is a 
bank holiday and no visit will 

take place. 
8th, 22nd January,  

5th February






