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Get quizzing with the Two Bobs, see the Dolce Singers, eyes down at the 
Cash and Prize Bingo, join the village hall volunteer day, laugh along at the 

Comedy Night, chat at the coffee mornings, there’s lots to do in April...
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Contact Nick or Roy on 07590 986261 or 01373 832026
royderham@acertreesurgeons.co.uk
www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk
The Old Post Offi ce, 85 High Street, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AN

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are Wiltshire based, and 
approved by the Arboricultural Association. 
Our team are all NPTC qualifi ed and fi rst aid trained 
and proof of insurance is sent out with every quote

Tree removal – dismantling and felling

Crown reductions, re-shaping and pruning

Hedge cutting

Stump grinding 

Qualifi ed surveys and management of trees

Free no-obligation quotations and health check
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The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of  Corsley and Chapmanslade

Deadline for articles 
or adverts for the next 
issue of  The Bridge is 

4pm 19th April

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
paradisefound86@icloud.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations at 
Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, or 
Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley by 
the deadline – and with the fee!

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations are 
free – the more the merrier – keep ‘em 
coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t send 
.docx files – I can’t always open them 
successfully. 

Advertising:
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2.50 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £8, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If  you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of  the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see information on the last page.
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April
Tuesday 2nd 
Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 4th 
Cash and Prize Bingo – doors/refreshments 7 pm, eyes down at 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade 
Village Hall

Saturday 6th 
Quiz Night and Supper with the Two Bobs, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Sunday 7th 
Chapmanslade Village Hall Volunteers Day – 10 am to 4 pm, at the hall

Tuesday 9th 
Whitbourne Chapel Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, Temple, BA12 7QN

Wednesday 10th 
Crafternoon – 3 to 5 pm, Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Thursday 11th 
Corsley WI – speaker Mike Bull from Friends of  the River Frome (guests £3)

Sunday 14th 
Corsley Tennis Club Junior Tennis Programme starts today (see page 4)

Thursday 18th 
Community Church Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade
Cash and Prize Bingo – doors/refreshments 7 pm, eyes down at 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade 
Village Hall

Wednesday 24th 
Lite Bites Soup Lunch, from 12.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room
Crafternoon – 3 to 5 pm, Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Thursday 25th 
Chapmanslade Village Hall AGM – 7.30 pm, at the hall

Friday 26th 
Comedy Night – drinks from 6.30 pm, show at 8 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Saturday 27th 
Dolce Singers perform Allegri’s Miserere and Haydn’s Nelson Mass – 7.30 pm, St Margaret’s 
Church, Corsley

Sunday 28th 
Annual Parish Church Meeting – 11.30 am, St Philip and St James (following the service)
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May
Thursday 2nd 
Cash and Prize Bingo – doors/refreshments 7 pm, eyes down at 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade 
Village Hall

Tuesday 7th 
Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 11th 
JDMSS Eye-Opener Meeting – 10 am to 12.30 pm, St Francis’ Church, Beatrice Road, 
Salisbury, SP1 3PN

Sunday 12th 
Corsley Tennis Club - Mixed Doubles tournament – 2 pm, Memorial Playing Field

Monday 13th 
Corsley Parish Council meeting – 7 pm, in the Lower Room at Corsley Reading Room

Tuesday 14th 
Whitbourne Chapel Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, Temple, BA12 7QN

Thursday 16th 
Cash and Prize Bingo – doors/
refreshments 7 pm, eyes down at 7.30 pm, 
Chapmanslade Village Hall

Sunday 19th 
Corsley Tennis Club - Women’s Doubles 
tournament – 2 pm, Memorial Playing 
Field

June
Sunday 2nd 
Corsley Tennis Club - Men’s Doubles 
tournament – 2 pm, Memorial Playing 
Field

Tuesday 4th 
Coffee Morning – 10 am to 12 noon, 
Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 6th 
Cash and Prize Bingo – doors/
refreshments 7 pm, eyes down at 7.30 pm, 
Chapmanslade Village Hall

Diary Dates

Wiltshire Mobile Library
Chapmanslade School 

Arrives 1.45 pm, departs 2.30 pm

Wednesday 3rd April 

Wednesday 17th April 

Wednesday 1st May 

Wednesday 15th May 

Wednesday 29th May 

Wednesday 12th June 

Wednesday 26th June 

Wednesday 10th July 

Wednesday 24th July 

Wednesday 7th August 

Wednesday 21st August 

Wednesday 4th September 
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Whitbourne Chapel Coffee Morning

Free cakes, coffee
and chat

Every 2nd Tuesday of each month
from 10 am to 12 noon

Temple, Corsley, BA12 7QN

If you need transport,  
call Adrian on 07977 935755

www.whitbournechapel.org

For up-to-date information such as 
occasional parish council meetings,  
church services, previous editions of 

The Bridge, local clubs and activities, 
business listings, and other useful 

information, please visit 
www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Corsley Tennis Club
Junior Tennis programme for the coming year  

NOW OPEN for booking 

Programme starts on Sunday 14 April 
Cost is £6 per session (so £36 for the 6 week spring term) 

Sign up is through the clubspark page.  
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/CorsleyTennisClub

Age groups 5-8 start at 11 am,   
ages 8-13 start at 12 noon and  

ages 13-16 start at 1-2 pm   

The programme is fun and exciting. We teach tennis principles developed by the LTA 
with a focus on ABC’s: Agility, Balance and Coordination – skills not only essential for 

tennis but for all sports and of course children’s physical development.  
Children will have fun playing games that help develop teamwork and social skills.

Martin is a very experienced tennis coach who ensures the sessions are completely 
inclusive and adapted to each child’s skills and ability.

Anyone wanting more info please contact ellacottmartin@gmail.com



Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

DAVE THE PAVE

07710 691052

QUOTES ARE FREE | ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

APPROVED CONTRACTOR FOR

WESTBURY BASED

• Brick & Block Pave Drives • Resin Drives
•Yards • Patios • Paths • Kerbing • Fencing
• Decorating • Extensions and New Builds

• Walls Built • Kitchens Supplied and Fitted
• Plastering • Rendering • Diggers & Drivers

• Doors Supplied & Fitted 
• Waste away • Soil & Hardcore 

• All types of groundworks undertaken

WE CAN’T BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE
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Currently Chapmanslade War Memorial, 
which sits in the grounds of  St Philip and St 
James’ Church, only displays the names of  
those servicemen from the village who died in 
WWI. It was dedicated on 12 September 1920 
and reported in the Somerset Standard 
‘There was a very large gathering at Chapmanslade 
Parish Church on Sunday evening last, the church 
being crammed to its utmost capacity, and as many as 
were accommodated being unable to obtain admission. 
Lady Sybil Phipps (of  Chalcott House) gave a brief  
and appropriate address and unveiled the memorial 
cross sculpted from Doulting stone by Mr Morgan 
of  Keyford, Frome. The service was conducted by the 

Rev H L West, vicar of  Dilton Marsh. It may be 
mentioned that the whole of  the necessary funds were 
collected within a fortnight.’

In many towns and villages similar 
memorials have been updated with the names 
of  those who died in other wars and military 
campaigns, especially in WWII. These days 
remembrance ceremonies remind us of  the 
horror and futility of  war and the need for 
peace and reconciliation.

Chapmanslade History Group are 
proposing that the names of  the two men 
from Chapmanslade that we know of, who 
died in WWII, should be added to our War 

Terry Rose reports on a plan to add more names of those who have perished in 
wars or military campaigns to the Chapmanslade World War One Memorial 

community news

Chapmanslade

War Memorial
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Memorial. Their names 
are Lance Corporal 
Wyndham Carter, died 
6th February 1944, aged 
29, and Flight Sergeant 
Kenneth W Chalk, died 
28-29 January 1944, aged 
21.

Wyndham Carter, 
Wiltshire Regiment 
Infantry, son of  Frank 
and Francis, husband of  
Phyllis, killed in action 
in Lazio, Italy and is 
buried in Minturno War 
Cemetery.

Kenneth Chalk, Royal 
Air Force 77th Squadron, 
son of  William and 
Hilda, was a rear gunner 
on a Halifax bomber. Having survived a 
previous crash, he lost his life along with six 
other crew, three of  whom were Canadian, 
during an air attack on Berlin when his plane 
collided with a German fighter crashing 
into KaDaWe, a large departmental store 
in the city centre. He is remembered on the 
Runnymede Memorial.

These two men who died within a few 
days of  each other came from the same local 
family.

Dennis Barnard says, “We have long felt 
that their names should have been added 
to the war memorial, to be in public view 
along with the names of  those who gave 
their lives in WWI and remembered with 
them on Remembrance Sundays. We thank 
Chapmanslade Parish Council and Ian Buick, 
Church Warden, for their support in this 
endeavour.”

Adding names to a Grade II listed war 
memorial standing on consecrated grounds of  
a Grade II listed church is not straightforward 
but we’ve already made some positive steps. 
We’re thinking that the names should be 

added to a new cast 
bronze plaque, matching 
the existing plaque.

The nephew of  the 
two servicemen, who 
lives in Chapmanslade, 
says that he supports 
what we are trying to do 
and we thank him for 
giving us the photo of  
Kenneth Chalk used in 
this article.
Other names and 
other conflicts – can 
you help?
Do you know of  any 
names that may be 
missing from the 
existing WWI plaque 
and whether there 

are any villagers who have lost their lives 
in any subsequent campaigns, not just 
WWII, that could also be recognised on the 
Chapmanslade war memorial?

The names on the current plaque are:
H Dew, C Grant, F G Hill, S J Hill, T B 

Holdway, H J Holloway, C Mead, G Mead, 
T H Mines, W J Parfitt, S C Pickford, A 
Prangley, C W Stamp, E Stamp, W C Witchell

Public consultation is an important step in 
the process, so if  you know of  any additional 
names we can consider adding or have 
any thoughts you’d like to share about this 
initiative please let me know using the email 
address below.

Terry Rose
Chapmanslade History Group

terencerose@btinternet.com

[References: ‘A History of  Chapmanslade’ published 
2019 and ‘Lest We Forget - A Story of  Corsley and 
Chapmanslade in WWI’ published 2018. Both books 
may be purchased for £10 per copy at The Three 
Horseshoes, Chapmanslade. All receipts go towards 
local initiatives]
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Corsley  
Tennis Club News
Bit of  a bumpy ride over the last month 
or so, with some disagreements across 
committee and, sadly, some resignations. 
Fewer people means the work of  running the 
club falls heavily on those who remain, but 
we still hope for a year of  great tennis ahead 
and thank those who have moved on for 
their contribution to the committee.  

Thanks to those of  you who returned a 
completed questionnaire seeking members 
views about the club and its facilities.  It’s 
always useful to know what works well for 
members, or what changes or improvements 
would be welcomed.  

Subscriptions are now due for those who 
wish to renew their membership or new 
people wanting to join. 

We’ve raised the fees very slightly this year. 
This allows us to pay for some help to keep 
the courts and their surrounds tidy and safe. 
Adult membership now costs £98 a year, 
couples membership is £158 and family 
membership£190. 

If  you live in Chapmanslade or Corsley 
your children (up to 18 years old and full 
time students) can play for FREE and for 
children outside the villages the cost is £12.  

You can meet others through club sessions 
and using the WhatsApp group and if  you 

feel you need some tuition,  
our coach Martin offers individual or group 
sessions.  

Bookings are underway for the group 
sessions for children – see ad elsewhere in 
this edition of  The Bridge or details on the 
website. 

 

There’s plenty of  time to book your practice 
and get in some coaching if  you need it 
before placing your entry! 

All the details are on the club website.   
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/

CorsleyTennisClub
See you on court ! 

Liz Garrett
Cub Secretary 

It’s not long now until tournament season! 
The dates are set:                                 
Mixed Doubles Sunday 12th May
Women’s Doubles Sunday 19th May
Men’s Doubles Sunday 2nd June 
American Switch Sunday 23rd June 
Tournament 
Women’s Singles  Sunday 7th July
Men’s Singles Sunday 21st July
All of  the above tournaments start at 2 pm 
The Over 70s Tournament will be held on 
Thursday 5th September, starting at 10 am

Never put batteries in any of your bins
Recently, a fire started at one of  Wiltshire Council’s household recycling centres (HRCs) because 
a battery was placed in a scrap metal bin. Please recycle batteries in the battery collection point 
or use our battery collection kerbside service: put small household batteries in a clear, sealed 
sandwich bag ON TOP of  your blue-lidded bin.

Many electrical items also contain batteries. You can recycle electricals safely in the designated 
electrical bin at our recycling centres or see if  they can be recycled using our small rechargeable 
electricals kerbside service.
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Find out more about Wiltshire 
Council’s grass cutting schedule which 
started in March...
Our annual grass cutting schedule in urban 
areas has begun, with monthly cuts now 
scheduled from March until October in most 
amenity areas maintained by the council.

The cutting programme, which is managed 
by our contractor idverde, focuses on 
maintaining amenity areas around the county 
by cutting them every month. However, in 
some areas, which have been selected in 
consultation with local communities, we 
look to promote biodiversity and encourage 
pollinators by leaving these areas uncut as 
wildflower meadows. These initiatives allow 
plants to flower and seed, providing a food 
source for insects and other wildlife. The areas 
that are left uncut are reviewed on an annual 
basis.

Grass cutting

Council invests £1m in new gully emptying 
machinery to help prevent flooding

£1.27m spent annually emptying 85k gullies on 400km of  roads:
• three gully tankers that empty gullies on main roads each year, and those on all other roads 

once every three years – focussing on main roads. 
• Extra £333k each year to empty gullies – represents an investment of  an extra £1m over three 

years to tackle problems 
when they occur – spent 
on an extra combination 
jet vacuum unit that allows 
the Council’s highways 
teams to focus on problem 
areas throughout the 
county that are at most risk 
of  flooding.
• more than 1,000 extra 
gullies emptied, and 120 
tonnes of  debris removed 
since October 2022.

While amenity grass cutting begins this 
month, on rural highways we start cutting 
visibility splays on junctions and some bends, 
plus along some particularly narrow lanes, 
from May and then throughout the summer. 
The remaining verges are left uncut until 
September, which enables wildflowers to set 
seed and spread more widely in the verge.

We recognise that some people like grass to 
be cut neatly, while others prefer to let it grow 
to encourage wildlife, so while it is not possible 
to please everyone, we try our best to manage 
these differing views.

Please note that the grass cutting 
schedule during the next few months will be 
challenging because of  the extremely wet 
weather we have experienced, but our teams 
are working hard to balance safety and the 
need to support biodiversity in Wiltshire.

To report areas that need grass cutting, go 
to www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywilts. 



James, Rob and Adam, former employees of Roger Patch Ltd are pleased to introduce...

CMP Complete Ltd 
General Builders
19 Swaledale Road, Warminster, BA12 8FH

James 07801 868288 
Rob 07766 905131
email cmpcompleteltd@gmail.com

HETAS registered to fit woodburners

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Home 01373 832430

Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street 
Warminster, BA12 8PS

Please contact us to  
arrange an appointment 

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Bride 
 by Design



Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions:

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone 

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email
kennethdavies1949@gmail.com

Yoga classes
Corsley Reading Room

Tuesdays 6-7.30 pm
(other classes also available)

Jackie Jasper
01373 832301

yogawithjackiej@gmail.com

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk
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Bob’s bafflers
1 The New Orleans pianist, singer and songwriter Antoine Domino is better known by what 

nickname?

2 Born with the surname Austerlitz in 1899, who was the famous dancer who starred in many 
musical films of  the ‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s?  

3 According the Ivor Novello song, which flowers will we gather in the spring again?  

4 Which emperor is supposed to have fiddled while Rome burned?  

5 What is the penultimate letter of  the Greek alphabet?

6 Which 1960s new town (now a city) in Buckinghamshire is known for its concrete cows?

7 Which Mountain pass links Pakistan and Afghanistan?  

8 Which 1971 film, from an Anthony Burgess book, starred Malcolm McDonald as a classical 
music loving violent sociopath?     

9 Which country is known as the land of  the Long White Cloud?  

10 Which Irish author wrote ‘Ulysses’ and “Finnigan’s Wake’?  

11 Which three-letter word can precede fetched, away, row and thing?

12 In which English word do the first two letters signify a male, the first three signify a female, the 
first four signify a great man, and the whole word a great woman?

Answers on page 48

Annual Revision of the 
Electoral Roll

The Annual revision of  the Electoral Roll in the Parish of  Corsley and Chapmanslade 
will take place between April 1st 2024 and April 15th 2024. Any parishioner wishing to 
have their names added to the current Church Electoral Roll should contact the Electoral 
Roll officer between the above dates in order to vote at the Annual Parish Church Meeting 
meeting on 28th April 2024. 

For an application form for enrolment on the Church Electoral Roll please contact  
Rev Diana Britten 01373 832515 email: dianabritten69@gmail.com
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Happy Hounds
dog walking with melanie lucas

Woodland Retreat
Our woodland retreat is set in an acre 

of woodland. An exclusive safe, secure, 
natural and tranquil space for dogs and 

their owners to use – supporting both 
physical needs and wellbeing 

happyhounds.life  •  07867 798035
Chapmanslade

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

BUSY BEES PRE-SCHOOL
SPACES AVAILABLE FOR

SEPTEMBER
•	Term-time only 8am to 5pm,  

Monday to Friday
•	2-4 year-olds
•	 Government	funded	hours	for	 

2, 3 and 4 year-olds
Busy	Bees	Pre-School 

High	Street,	Chapmanslade,	BA13	4AN
Kelly Martin 07749 257608

busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk
OFSTED	Reg:145873																							Charity	No:298660

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

 



Installation and repair of:
Digital Freeview TV aerials

Sky and Freesat satellite dishes
CCTV systems

Wireless networking
Mob: 07825 812955
Tel: 01985 220247

info@ktvsystems.co.uk
www.ktvsystems.co.uk

Cornwall 
6 bedroom holiday house 

Sleeps 12
Private access to beach

Dogs allowed

www.classic.co.uk/holiday-cottage/
desc-2181.html 

Please follow the link for 
details and availability

Contact Sandy Parrish 832522 for 
‘private’ booking

 Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor
Condensed Courses and
Gi�  Vouchers available

email stevekdj@gmail.com
Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648

Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Hair and Beauty Salon 
Therapy rooms & Hair Stations  

Available for rent at great prices 

Email: enquiries@the-spruce.co.uk 

Or Call Linda on: 07971 950735 

More information at: Instagram: @thesprucetrudoxhill - Facebook: The Spruce Healthcare & Beauty 
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Chapmanslade was, of  course, both a village 
and a community long before 1934! Roman 
remains have been found at the east end of  
the village so it’s likely that it was a settlement 
at that time and the History Group found a 
reference, dated 1245, to Chipmannesled, 
which most likely meant ‘the road used by 
chapmen (traders or pedlars)’. Later, from 
1756 to 1870, Frome Turnpike Trust collected 
tolls on the busy road from Frome to Westbury 
through Chapmanslade with its two inns, 
stables, several beer-houses, shops, market 
gardens, tradesmen, blacksmiths and two 
chapels. 
Chapmanslade Civil Parish
Before 1934 Chapmanslade was a village of  
two halves and three parishes divided along 
the High Street (then the B3098 - the old 
turnpike road). On the north side of  the road 
the village was in the civil parish of  Dilton 
Marsh whilst the south side of  the road was 
either in the parishes of  Corsley or Upton 
Scudamore. Confused? Well it must have 
been confusing for villagers to know who was 
responsible for what. An example was refuse 
collection. Those on the north side had their 
refuse collected quarterly, whilst those on the 
south side had no collection at all. So, it is 
said, some villagers on the south side waited 
until dark the night before the collection was 
due to take their rubbish across the road.

In 1934 bits of  land were taken from Dilton 
Marsh, Corsley and Upton Scudamore 
parishes to form the new civil parish 
of  Chapmanslade as we know it today, 
encompassing the hamlets of  Huntenhull 
Green, Short Street and Thoulstone, with a 
boundary that closely followed the outline 
of  the 1867 parochial boundary established 
when the church was built. In total, 400 
people were transferred to the new parish 
giving them the opportunity to have more say 
in how the village was run and have their own 
Parish Council.
Chapmanslade Parish Council
The new parish needed its own councillors, 
so an election was held. According to a flyer 
printed by Harold Dyer, 46 people turned 
up to vote. The first councillors to be elected 
were; Arthur Barnard, shopkeeper, John 
Culverhouse, builder and Baptist Chapel 
organist, Harold Dyer, printer and postmaster, 
Sydney Farr, landlord of  The Three 
Horseshoes, Percy Forward, farmer, William 
(Bill) Grant, decorator, and John Ford, farmer. 
John Culverhouse was elected as chairman 
with Percy Forward as vice chair. The first 
parish council meeting was held in the school 
on the 6th April 1934.

Discussions and disputes about refuse 
collection, housing, the state of  roads, ditches, 
overgrown hedges, water supplies, street 

It’s 90 years since Chapmanslade became a Civil Parish 
in its own right (in April 1934) with its very own Parish 
Council to support and promote the interests of the village

local history

2024: a significant year for  
Chapmanslade
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lighting, footpaths and the locations of  the 
telephone box and a proposed new village 
hall were had over the coming months. The 
council had to work out who was responsible 
for some of  these things; landowners, the 
parish council, the district council, the county 
council or perhaps no one? It must have been 
a daunting experience for the newly elected 
councillors.

One of  the first major decisions that needed 
to be taken in 1934 was whether the village 
should be supplied with either electricity or 
mains drainage for sewage. At this time there 
was no mains electricity and sewage disposal 
was the responsibility of  households, with 
most homes having an outside privy with a 
wooden thunderbox toilet (often built by coffin 
maker Charlie Culverhouse) to be emptied 
into a trench in the garden. An up-market 
alternative was to install an Elsan chemical 
toilet in the privy.

So a referendum was organised with 
villagers voting overwhelmingly for electricity. 
A private company supplied the power via 
overhead cables and encouraged everyone to 
sign up for electricity by installing three ceiling 
lights and a 15 amp socket free of  charge with 
the expectation that householders would pay 
£48 for up to six more lamps to be fitted, 
which didn’t always happen. Heath House 
Farm for example still had only the original 
free fitments in 1968. The power company 
also installed six street lamps along the High 
Street.

What happened to the mains drainage 
you might ask? Well it took another 60 years, 
until 1996, for mains sewerage to be installed 
throughout most of  the parish - celebrated 
with a ‘Big Flush’ party held in the village hall 
attended by a celebrity guest of  honour. But 
that’s another story.

Over the years very many villagers have 
served as parish councillors to help make 
Chapmanslade a great place to live, work, play 
and visit. However, it would be remiss not to 

give special mention to Dennis Barnard who 
was a councillor for a total of  42 years, 20 
years as Chair, and to our present Clerk who 
has worked with ten Chairs of  council over a 
lengthy period of  time - both have shown an 
extraordinary commitment to the community.

Note: 2024 also marks the 50th anniversary 
of  the opening of  the new Village Hall on 
14th September 1974, followed by a week of  
events.

Written by Terry Rose based on extracts from ‘A 
History of  Chapmanslade’ published in 2019 by 

the Chapmanslade History Group. The book can be 
purchased in The Three Horseshoes with all receipts 

donated to village funds. Other members of  the History 
Group also contributed to this article.

Churchyards 
Spring Clean 

and Grass 
Cutting

This month, grass cutting will begin in 
both St Margaret’s and St Philip and St 
James’ churchyards and we are asking all 
family members who attend the graves 
of  more than a year old, to assist us by 
removing all items except one bouquet 
of  flowers or one plant in order to allow 
the machine to cut the grass between the 
headstones and plaques. If  items have 
not been removed by May they will be 
removed in order to allow this to happen. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

For more information please 
contact Rev Diana Britten or Ian Buick.



Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk

Barters Plant Centre 
open 7 days a week

Monday – Saturday 9am – 4.30pm 
Sunday 10am – 4pm

01373 832694 or email: retail@barters.co.uk 
www.barters.co.uk

‘Passionate about Plants’
Shrubs  u  Perennials  u  Trees  u  Roses  u  Conifers

Climbers  u  Fruit Trees  u  Hedging  u  Soft Fruit  u  Seeds
Bulbs  u  Basket Plants  u  Bedding  u  Vegetable Plants

National Garden Gift Vouchers
www.barters.co.uk
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Neil Carpenter, Chair, rounds up the PC’s activity in March

The most recent meeting of  the Parish 
Council took place on 11th March.

In addition to the Parish Councillors the 
meeting was attended by 16 members of  the 
public, our County Councillor, Bill Parks and 
Michael Kalvis, the Residential Development 
Project Manager responsible for the delivery 
of  the houses at the development on Maud 
Davies Close. Mr Kalvis had been invited 
to the meeting by the Parish Council and 
updated the meeting on the progress being 
made and also outlined the process for those 
wishing to rent/purchase the properties when 
they are complete. Mr Kalvis took questions 
from councillors and the members of  the 
public who were present. (Copies of  the slides 
used in Mr Kalvis presentation can be made 
available – contact John Willcox, Clerk to the 
Parish Council.)

There were a number of  key messages that 
came out of  his presentation:
• It is expected that the properties will be 

completed and available in September.
• The rental costs will be considered as 

affordable. The definition of  affordable 
is 80% of  local rent costs. Mr Kalvis was 
pressed on what area they would be taking 
as local as rents in Corsley, with many 
properties owned by Longleat are much 
higher than Warminster for example. At this 
stage he did not have an answer. It is best to 
describe the mood as disappointing that we 
are still not clear what the rents will be but 
we will follow up to try and get this figure.

• The shared ownership will be sold at full 

local value (again a lot of  disquiet about 
this) with purchasers buying a share of  
the home and then having to pay rental 
on the rest of  the value at a rate of  2.6% 
(to be confirmed). If  purchasers then can 
afford to buy more of  the property, it will be 
re-valued to get an up to date cost of  that 
additional share. 
NOTE: it was not made clear if  when the property 
was revalued the rentable cost would increase as well 
(to that new value).

• It was raised by villagers that they had 
tried to contact Homes4Wiltshire by phone 
to find out how to apply, but nobody had 
answered the phone. 
NOTE: Mr Kalvis has provide the number below to 
contact Homes4Wiltshire and be put on the housing 
register. Alternatively there is an electric form that 
can be found on the homes4wiltshire website. The 
full address for this is:
http://www.homes4wiltshire.co.uk/content/
Abouthomes4wiltshire/Howtocontactus
Villagers were also struggling to understand 

what their chances were of  getting a property 
(was it worth replying or cancelling current 
rentals to get one of  these). Once again, it was 
not clear when properties would be available, 
at what cost and for shared ownership how 
long legals would take with the council, i.e. a 
lot of  risk associated with getting one of  these 
properties for families.

After the meeting we received this from Mr 
Kalvis...

“As mentioned at the meeting, once the properties 
are in place, we will be able to establish their open 

community news
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market value and calculate their rent. I appreciate 
that homes in your area may be expensive to buy and 
rent. However, Shared Ownership is a practical way 
for people to get a foothold on the property ladder and 
social rent will be significantly less than an equivalent 
market rent in the area”.

Advice on the Homes 4 Wiltshire website says: 
“If  you want to make a new application to join the 
Housing Register, please call our Housing Solutions 
team on 0300 456 0106 9 am to 5 pm Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday (2 to 5 pm on 
Wednesdays)”. 

I am sorry to hear that some residents have had 
difficulty contacting the Council by phone – I have 
passed on this feedback to the team.

There is also an explanation of  the 
shortlisting process which emphasises the 
importance of  a local connection:

When bidding for a property, applicants are 
prioritised in shortlists in the following order:
•  applicants with local connection to the 

parish or town in which the property is 
locate

•  then by band - ordered 1, 2, 3, 4 and Open 
Market Register, and

•  within each band, effective date - the date 
applicants are placed in the band or on the 
Open Market Register.

To explain these bands: 
Band 1 Emergency need (the Council 

has a legal requirement to find 
accommodation for them)

Band 2 High need (social care need, urgent 
medical or welfare need, sick or 
injured Armed Forces)

Band 3 Medium need (no fixed abode, 
temporary accommodation, seriously 
overcrowded)

Band 4 Low need (lacking or shared facilities, 
overcrowded, Armed Forces).

Open market register 
Low cost home ownership, older 
people accommodation, specialist 
accommodation for those with specific 
needs. 

Personally, having just read this banding, I 
cannot believe that nowhere to live is Band 3 
or that being elderly or disabled with needs is 
considered open market, but this is clearly the 
state of  the housing need currently.

The Parish Council will continue to follow 
up with Homes4Wiltshire and let everyone 
know anything we find out.
Planning
The meeting considered one planning 
application:
PL/2024/01977 Detached garage/store/home 
office at: 79 Lane End, Corsley, Warminster, 
BA12 7PE

It was agreed that the PC would have no 
objection to this application and that it be 
recommended to the planning authority that 
the building in question cannot be severed 
from the host property or occupied as a 
standalone dwelling.
Streetscene
A report had been circulated by David Ball, 
the PC member responsible for all matters 
roads. Villagers will probably have been aware 
of  the flooding that had taken place on the 
A362 and various lanes south of  the A362. 
A number of  blocked drains were cleared by 
Wiltshire Council (thank you Councillor Parks 
for raising this to the priority needed to get the 
work done). There remain other issues across 
the village and the PC will be engaging with 
both Wiltshire and the Longleat Estates to 
try and achieve a long term solution to what 
could be an ongoing problem with climate 
change making winters wetter.

Traffic monitoring at several points on 
the A362 in response to the PC request for 
a 40mph limit throughout the whole length, 
instead of  the six different speed limits 
currently in place is imminent. Watch this 
space! Hopefully the highways authority will 
take on board the wider road safety issues 
there are with this stretch e.g. the 12 junctions, 
12 bus stops, 10 field entrances, 2 pubs, Cley 
Hill car park, etc. continued...
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Further to the discussions on Emergency 
Planning it was agreed that a container be 
purchased to store equipment and the PC are 
grateful to Longleat and the Royal Oak for 
their permission to site the container in the 
Royal Oak car park.
Rights of  Way
Villagers will have noticed that they are wet, 
some very wet! Unfortunately there is very 
little the PC can do about this, so bear with us. 

The winter months have seen some exciting 
events at the hall. We held a spooky 
Halloween disco, a packed quiz night, a 
natural Chapmanslade evening, film nights 
and our first musical bingo which was a great 
success. We’re hoping to repeat all of  these so 
look out for further info. 

The best way to follow us is to join our 
Facebook group - Chapmanslade Village Hall 
and Memorial Playing Field. If  you’re not on 
Facebook, please drop Lou a message and we 
can forward information to you. 

We’re looking forward to the sunnier days 
and lighter evenings. We’re planning our 
popular summer social evenings including 
rounders. We have our next quiz night and 
supper with the Two Bobs on Saturday 6th 
April then a fabulous Comedy Night planned 
for Friday 26th April hosted by the hilarious 
Jarred Christmas (see ad for further details). 
Tickets from www.popupcomedy.org

We are now hosting a regular cash and 
prize bingo that will be held on the 1st and 
3rd Thursdays of  every month. Doors/
refreshments from 7pm. Eyes down at 7.30pm. 

Orchard
Significant work has been done at the orchard 
by volunteers with flowers and blossom all 
now coming out. The Parish Council thanks 
them for all their hard work.
Next meeting
Subject to confirmation, the next scheduled 
meeting of  the Parish Council is Monday 13th 
May. We welcome all visitors! 

Meetings to be held in the Lower Room at Corsley 
Reading Room and will begin at 7 pm) 

We’ve had some recent upgrades on our 
pavilion and we are so grateful to all the 
villagers that have given their time to this 
project. 

Speaking of  which, we need your help for 
our next volunteers day on Sunday 7th April 
10 am to 4 pm. There’s a multitude of  jobs 
to cover so we’ll happily have any help for 
any amount of  time you can spare even if  
it’s making the tea! If  you can’t make it, any 
donations of  cakes, etc., would be gratefully 
received.

We are also looking for more volunteers to 
help us with our playground inspections. If  
you can spare 10/15 minutes every 6-8 weeks, 
please get in touch.

Our AGM is being held on Thursday 25th 
April, 7.30pm at the hall. We love to receive 
ideas and feedback from the community so 
please attend if  possible. Refreshments will be 
provided.

For any more info please call/message Lou 
on 07806 486295 or speak to any committee 
member.

Chapmanslade  
Village Hall update
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Dear Friends,
As I write this, we are fast approaching Easter. Our tendency is to rush over the 
difficult things that happened to Jesus in his last days, the grief that his mother and 
friends bore, and we run full pelt into the Resurrection. The tradition of attending 
church on Good Friday is left to a few faithful people, perhaps because the topic 
for that day is just too hard!

We hardly ever talk about death except when someone we know is coming 
towards the end of life. Yet, death is an everyday fact of life, in nursing we 
believed that it is the final act of living. There have been various bits of research 
that have suggested that we have ‘professionalised’ death in this country, we 
have ‘forgotten’ how to accompany someone as they take their final breath. The 
result of this is that death happens behind closed doors or away in the hospital, 
those that are left behind in the community forget (perhaps, gladly so) that this is 
something that will one day happen to them. And rather than come to terms with 
the prospect that life is not forever, try and do everything they possibly can to 
prolong life.

Don’t’ get me wrong, I am in full favour of improved medical techniques and 
interventions. But, as a human being, I, as do friends, family, colleagues need 
to understand that death happens at the end of life. Some lives are shorter than 
others for all sorts of reasons, some are longer though they wish it were not so. 
The life we have we must live.

Good Friday reminds us that there is good and evil in the world. Good Friday 
reminds us that we as human beings can do unspeakable things to others. Good 
Friday reminds us that we do not need to be afraid of death. Jesus tells us:

““Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am.  You know the way to the place where I am going.”

At the time the disciples were confused by what Jesus was saying, but then came 
the resurrection, and gradually as they experienced Jesus in their lives again, they 
came to understand that heaven is a very real phenomena and that eternal life is 
only possible through belief in Jesus. They were no longer afraid of death.

As we celebrate being an Easter people I pray that you too will experience new 
life in Jesus.

Grace and peace
Reverend Caroline

 Six Open Doors
CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER www.cleyhillchurches.org
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April Church Diary

7th April – 2nd Sunday of Easter
8 am Holy Communion Kingston

10 am Eucharist Corsley
10 am Morning Worship Longbridge Deverill

v

14th April – 3rd Sunday of Easter
10 am Praise and Worship Chapmanslade

10 am Eucharist Kingston

v

21st April – 4th Sunday of Easter
11 am Matins Corsley

10 am Eucharist Brixton

v

28th April – 5th Sunday of Easter
10 am Eucharist Chapmanslade

10 am Longbridge Deverill

v

6th May – Rogation Service 
10 am (venue TBA) 
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Church and Community
Coffee Mornings

Third Thursday of each month
10am to 12pm

The Three Horseshoes
Chapmanslade

Church and Community
Coffee Mornings

Third Thursday of each month
10am to 12pm

The Three Horseshoes
Chapmanslade

Church and Community Events in April
  

Crafternoons 

Wednesday 10th & Wednesday 24th April 
3 – 5 pm, Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Community Church Coffee Morning

Thursday 18th April 
10 am – 12 noon, Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Lite Bites Soup Lunch

Wednesday 24th April
from 12.30 pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches Annual Parish Church Meeting

Sunday April 28th 
11.30 am, St Philip and St James following the morning service
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Copy for Six Open Doors should be sent to Di Britten at dianabritten69@gmail.com  
Please contact Di if you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities

Parish Contacts for Corsley and Chapmanslade

Rural Dean Rev Caroline Husband 
 rdcarolineh@gmail.com

First contact for anything related to Corsley and Chapmanslade please contact Sue Fear at 
suefear@gmail.com

Lay Pastoral Assistants Barbara Hughes 01373 832273 
 Claire Tanner 01985 218099

Pastoral Visitor Barbara Hughes 01373 832273

Churchwardens  
St Margaret’s Shane MacKean 01373 832506 
  07763 915620

St Philip & St James’ Ian Buick 01373 832318

Deputy Churchwardens 
St Margaret’s Currently vacant 
St Philip & St James’ Janet Aylesbury 07808 565878

PCC Secretary Sue Fear 01373 832074

PCC Treasurer Ian and Janet Buick 01373 832318

Benefice Administrator Vacancy

Tower Captain Michael Attenborough 01373 832777

Electoral Roll Di Britten 01373 832515

After Alpha Home Group Trudi Hopkinson 01373 832393

Time To Think Home Group Renee Cole 01373 839008

Lite Bites Lunches Maureen Willcox 01373 832171

50/50 Club Subs Sue Fear 01373 832074

Benefice Webmaster Mike Palmer mjp.mikepalmer@gmail.com

Benefice Administrator Currently vacant



Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163 
Mobile 07976 242045

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year

Weekly junior coaching available 
Low subscriptions

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/ 
CorsleyTennisClub

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Professional cleaning services specialising in 
Office and Domestic Cleaning

Holiday Lets  .  End of Tenancy
Sam 07581 896600

psmagicalmaidscleaningservice@gmail.com

Magical Maids

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

;
;



Domestic Appliance Sales and Repair Service

Domesticare
21 Keyford, Frome

www.domesticarefrome.co.uk
01373 467351

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533

WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 813132
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

  

&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time
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DOLCE SINGERS
BRANDON HILL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: DANIEL ROBERT CUSHING

SATURDAY 27 APRIL 2024 – 7:30PM
ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, CORSLEY

dolcesingers.co.uk

Allegri – Miserere | Haydn – Nelson Mass
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Members of  Corsley WI arrived for the 
Annual General Meeting to fi nd the Reading 
Room beautifully laid out; there were tables 
around the room laden with pots of  spring 
fl owers and bulbs.  

Following the business part of  the meeting, 
members and their guests got creative and set 
about making ‘Living Wreaths’.  The session 
was led by one of  the members, Kit Pottow 
who, in true Blue Peter style, showed us one 
she had made earlier!

Kit demonstrated how to wrap the plants 
and bulbs in carpet moss before fi xing them 
to the mossy wreaths which she had provided 
for us. The bulbs were a bit tricky as it was 
important to wrap and then tighten wire 
round them to hold them in place.

There was a real buzz around the room as 
members chatted and worked.  After enjoying 
a cup of   coff ee and  a piece of  cake, and 

giving Kit a sincere vote of  thanks, we each 
headed home with a lovely wreath which will 
continue to fl ower over the next few weeks.  
We can then plant them garden or into a 
fl ower pot to be enjoyed again next year.

We will meet again in the Reading Room 
on Thursday 11th April when our guest 
speaker will be Mike Bull from Friends of  
the River Frome, who will provide an update 
on their work and the state of  the local river 
water.  Guests are welcome to join us.  (£3). 

For more  information please contact 
Alice: on 07989 339632 or email 
alicecambridge40@gmail.com

Patricia Sharrocks rounds up the March meeting

news from the ladies

Corsley WI

March news

alicecambridge40@gmail.com



 

Your local physio in 
Corsley Heath. 

 

07711256662 

physio@jesschurch.co.uk 

www.jessicachurchphysio.co.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 

c 

Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

Pre-school

Li
ttl

e Cuckoo’s

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7QH
Corsley village pre-school, set in the heart of our 
beautiful countryside with a vast outdoor space. 

Dedicated for children aged 2-5 years 

Monday-Friday during term time

OFSTED rating ‘Outstanding’ February 2023!

Government funding for eligible 2, 3 & 4 years 

Please contact Hayley McMahon or 
Sam Keller on 07925 549763

fi nd us on Facebook or visit www.littlecuckoos.co.uk
Registered Charity Number 1064800

Little Cuckoo’s Pre-School



Seasoned Logs
Hardwood, softwood, barn dried, kiln dried

Kindling and stacking service
All with free local delivery 

Tel/text Garry on 07801 179917

Standard load £160 for 1.6m3 or 700kg

All our timber is ethically sourced from local woodland  
and is fully seasoned before delivery

Please check out

“woodlandworks”
on Facebook or Instagram

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP
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Following last year’s successful Fayre the 
brave souls that make up the Corsley Fayre 
committee have agreed that they should try 
and put a Fayre on in 2024! 

Planning is continuing apace – a number 
of attractions and stalls have been 
contacted/confirmed and more are in the 
pipeline. The schedule for the Horticulture 
and Craft tent is a work in progress and we 
are thinking about the layout. The venue will 
be the same as last year and the committee 
are grateful to the Hares Partnership for their 
continued support and assistance in putting 
the event on.

As previously there will be no charge for 
entry to pedestrians. The decision has been 
taken to charge for cars entering the site - £7 
per car. We are hoping to repeat the raffle 
and auction that was such a success last 
year.

There will be no Ceilidh in support of the 
RUH Cancer Unit this year. However the 
marquee is available after the Fayre and the 
committee are more than willing to consider 
proposals for its use for social/charitable 

events. If you have any ideas/suggestions 
please do get in contact.

It’s not too late to volunteer your services:
•	 We need a chairman to coordinate the 

group and keep us on the straight and 
narrow.

•	 We are always pleased to have additional 
members of the committee

•	 And, of course, volunteers to help set up 
and take down as well as assisting with 
marshalling on the day.

All of the roles are not onerous, but are a 
huge help to ensure the day is a success for 
the community.

Anybody wanting to get involved, 
especially in the weeks leading up to the 
event, is welcome to contact any of the 
following:

John Willcox 
corsleyshowsec.jdw@gmail.com

Alan Hutton
adhutton@icloud.com

Viv Thomas
paradisefound86@icloud.com

Corsley Fayre update
When? Saturday August 31st
Where? Showfield, Deep Lane
What time? 12 noon to 4 pm
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In June, ten local friends, many of  whom live 
in Corsley, with an average age of  65, have 
decided to row from the North Sea to the 
Atlantic - we’re calling ourselves the ‘Oarsome 
Oldies’. Personally I’ve always wanted 
to row – it’s in the genes and I wanted to 
challenge myself  whilst at the same time doing 
something for our community.

We’re by far the oldest group yet to crew the 
world-renowned “Roxy”, Rannoch’s ocean-
going flagship boat and, as I write, it’s battling 
the waves in the mid-Atlantic. The route we’ve 
chosen is through Scotland and the most 
challenging – rowing against wind and tide 
– with some wild camping and dehydrated 
Army rations thrown in. Training began in 
earnest last autumn, shedding pounds and 
building muscles. By the time we start, on 
Monday 3rd June, collectively our training 

programme will have topped 100,000 miles!
I am raising money for the Friends of  St 

Margaret’s Church in Corsley. The Friends 
group has been set up to help preserve this 
listed building as a centre in our community.

Any donation would be gratefully received, 
this is a link to my JustGiving page

https://www.justgiving.com/page/ 
claire-nunes-da-costa- 

(Please don’t be confused by references to the 
‘I can & I am’ (or the other charities), they are 
very kindly providing the platform for our Just 
Giving pages).

The other crew members are: Nick Adams, 
Seb Chambers, Andrew and Laura Gates, 
Phyllida Hunt, Keith Johnson, Michael Parker, 
Glen Senk and Sarah Temple-Pedersen.

Claire da Costa

In aid of Friends of St Margaret’s Church

oarsome news

Rowing from the 

North Sea to the Atlantic
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Wiltshire Council is investing millions of  
pounds into filling potholes, resurfacing roads 
and tackling the causes of  highways flooding 
throughout the county in 2024/25.

Wiltshire Council is investing millions of  
pounds into filling potholes, resurfacing roads 
and tackling the causes of  highways flooding 
throughout the county in 2024/25.

The council has allocated an extra £10m 
over the next two years to spend on filling 
potholes and a road resurfacing programme 
that will help to prevent potholes and other 
highways defects across all areas of  the county. 
The investment will also fund more small, 
local repairs to verges on rural roads.

This funding is in addition to the £20.7m 
the council receives from the Government’s 
Highways Maintenance fund for 2024/25, 
plus the £5.2m from the Department for 
Transport’s recently announced Road 
Resurfacing Fund following the cancellation 
of  HS2.

The council also allocated an extra £1m in 
its recent budget for emptying gullies around 
the county to prevent flooding and enable 
teams to focus on problem areas that are most 
at risk - on top of  the £1.27m the council 
already spends on gully emptying.

Cllr Caroline Thomas, Cabinet Member for 
Transport, said: “While other councils around the 
country are cutting budgets, we are investing millions 
into the everyday things that matter to people, such as 
filling potholes, resurfacing roads and emptying gullies 
to help prevent road flooding. And that is on top of  the 

Council increases its huge  
investment into filling potholes, 
resurfacing roads and tackling 
highways flooding

tens of  millions we already spend on these highways 
issues with Government grants.

We have also recently invested more than £1.5m 
into painting white lines, renewing road signs, tackling 
fly-tipping and cleaning up litter - because we know 
that these are the things that people care about, and 
they’re the small things that improve their communities 
and make travelling that little bit easier.

This is all part of  our Business Plan commitment to 
have vibrant, well-connected communities and to invest 
in our highways network. The changes won’t happen 
overnight but, over the coming months, people in all 
areas of  the county will see more resurfacing work, 
more potholes filled and more gullies emptied as this 
multi-million pound investment starts to bear fruit.”

To find out more about potholes, how 
they are filled and the council prioritises 
its work, you can watch the council’s 
potholes webinar at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=h5NOhbFdKSU

To report potholes and other highways 
defects, people should go to: www.wiltshire.
gov.uk/mywilts.

Published 26 February 2024
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Advertise here 
for £24 per year

GARDENER
Mowing . Maintenance

Experienced 
terrybaxter4@sky.com

07908 826559

DPB Plastering
Dara Bermingham

Contact us to arrange a visit for free quote
07707304518 

dpbplastering@outlook.com
Facebook: DPB Plastering
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Wonderful Walks
Bath’s Georgian makeover!

I tried elegant Bath this month – which meant 
a near two-hour bus journey for me!  For you, 
hopefully, it means a short wait at Odd Down 
Park and Ride, which is cheaper than parking 
in the city.  From the bus stop, wander up 
Southgate to the colonnade into the Abbey 
Churchyard on your right; turn in there.  My 
first stop is always the Pump Rooms (on the 
left and built around 1790) for facilities and 
refreshments, because there’s a slower pace of  
life here; relax and enjoy the food on offer and 
maybe the music, too.  Don’t try the spring 
water, though, because I did once and spent 
three days off work sick!

Afterwards, step out into the Abbey 
Churchyard, return through the colonnade 
and turn left on Stall Street, walking to its 
wider part and crossing into Bath Street.  
The building ahead of  you is the circular 

Cross Bath, now part of  Bath Thermae, but 
it once had a cross at its centre.  This bath 
dates to the 1700s, while the original here was 
medieval.  Walk through the alley to the left of  
the Cross Bath and join Westgate Buildings, 
the road going right; do you remember a 
Co-op store that took up most of  the left side 
of  this street?!  Ahead of  you now will be a 
round-fronted building and a Y-junction; take 
the right fork and look for a narrower road on 
your left, which passes the current frontage to 
the ‘New Theatre Royal’.  Walk along to study 
the edifice, then keep going, turning right on 
Monmouth Street and going right again at the 
next corner.  You should now be in Beaufort 
Square and, on this quieter road, you’ll see the 
original theatre frontage on your right, built 
in 1805 by George Dance.  Stop and study 
this lovely sight; spot the ancient lyres with the 

The Pump Room
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stone coat of  arms at 
roof  height, plus the 
carved masks and so 
on, telling passers-by 
what the building 
was!

At the far end of  
Beaufort Square, the 
road ahead of  you is 
Barton Street; turn 
left here and walk on, 
with Queen Square 
next and the Francis 
Hotel at the junction.  
Don’t turn into Queen Square, but study it as 
you walk ahead, on Gay Street; the grass, trees 
and obelisk here are all modern as, originally, 
the central space was simply cobbled.  The 

round-fronted corner house ahead on your 
left was the home of  John Wood the Younger 
(1727-1781), son of  John Wood the Elder, 
who began Bath’s Georgian makeover.  

Continue up the hill a 
bit and, on the right, 
is the Jane Austen 
Museum, well worth 
a visit on a wet day, 
but keep going and 
you’ll reach The 
Circus, built by John 
Wood the Elder.  This 
circle of  buildings is 
318 feet across and 
was built in three 
sections, each with 11 
dwellings, the fronts 
decorated with half-
pillars in the Tuscan, 
Ionic and Corinthian 

styles.  Take a close look at these as you walk 
past; I found the detail fascinating!  At one 
time, Thomas Gainsborough the artist lived 
here, as did Lord Clive of  India.

left here and walk on, 

Hotel at the junction.  

who began Bath’s Georgian makeover.  
Continue up the hill a 
bit and, on the right, 
is the Jane Austen 
Museum, well worth 
a visit on a wet day, 
but keep going and 
you’ll reach The 
Circus, built by John 
Wood the Elder.  This 
circle of  buildings is 
318 feet across and 
was built in three 
sections, each with 11 
dwellings, the fronts 
decorated with half-
pillars in the Tuscan, 
Ionic and Corinthian 

round-fronted corner house ahead on your 

Spring water

Theatre Royal

Cross Bath
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Head left now into 
Brock Street, where the 
secretary for composer 
George Frederic Handel 
once lived; his name 
was John Christopher 
Smith and he died in 
1795, 36 years after 
his boss.  At the end 
of  Brock Street is 
the Royal Crescent, 
with Number One 
run as a Museum by 
the Bath Preservation 
Trust.  If  you’ve never 
been in here, give 
it a try, regardless 
of  cost; I found the 
presentation of  Bath 

history extremely interesting.  This house was 
built for John Wood the Younger’s father-in-
law, Thomas Brock, and the Crescent itself  
was begun in 1767 by that son-in-law, who 
continued the Georgian style started by his 
father; you’ll notice it in the columns.  Try 
getting a photo of  the full crescent from 
across the grass opposite, but be warned, this 
area is a magnet for tourists and gets very 
busy!  Later, return to Number One, with 
Upper Church Street on your left, but take 
the Gravel Walk opposite.  At its cross-paths, 
go left, admiring diff erent ‘gardens’ until you 
pass through an impressive stone entrance 
with lions on pillars; turn left again and you’ll 
reach Gay Street.

Go left, uphill, just to George Street on the 
right, which takes you into 
Milsom Street.  Now head 
downhill via roads and 
alleys, until you reach the 
colonnade on Stall Street 
again.  There are various 
cafes, etc, around the 
Abbey Churchyard, but 
I always return to the 
Pump Rooms for eating 
and resting..!

Go left, uphill, just to George Street on the 
right, which takes you into 
Milsom Street.  Now head 
downhill via roads and 
alleys, until you reach the 
colonnade on Stall Street 
again.  There are various 
cafes, etc, around the 
Abbey Churchyard, but 
I always return to the 
Pump Rooms for eating 

John Wood the Younger’s 
house

Royal Crescent  (No 1 is on the right)

Gravel Walk garden



JOHN E S JONES
& SON LTD

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Please call
01373 832600
07795 177920
07810 646335

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927



Rose Knight
Dog and cat 

minding service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home, 
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to o� er the ambience of a family home, together with caring sta�  and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

01985 841461 or 07775 755981
FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN 

OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and effi cient

Call now for a quote

Chloe Coulson

representative in Warminster and Corsley
Please text me on 07591 080237 

if you are interested
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Whitbourne Chapel

Then the LORD shut them in…
I have recently visited Blenheim Palace near 
Oxford and Basildon Park near Reading. Both 
are interesting places to visit. However, as 
very large and old ‘piles’ they require constant 
upkeep. Coincidentally, during my visit I 
learned both are due to have new roofs. Such 
work is obviously essential to protect 
them from the elements and to 
ensure that they are there for 
future generations to enjoy. 

Refl ecting on this, I was 
reminded of  the Bible 
account of  Noah. You 
will remember that God 
planned to fl ood the 
world and instructed 
Noah to build an ark 
into which he was to take 
his family, along with two 
of  every living creature. The 
Ark, we are told, was to be 138 
metres long, 23 metres wide and 13 
metres high; roughly half  the size of  one of  
the Royal Navy’s aircraft carriers. 

After Noah had completed the work, 
including erecting a roof  sealed with tar 
inside and out, we are told “Then the LORD 
shut them in” (Genesis 7 v16b). They were 
protected from the coming fl oods. They had a 
covering over them and protection all around 
them. You will remember that the fl ood 
eventually subsided and they were able to 
leave the ark. 

We have recently celebrated Easter, where 
we remembered the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
sinless Son of  God, who went to the cross and 
died taking the punishment we deserve. Then, 
on the third day, He arose from the dead, met 
with His followers and later ascended back to 
heaven, where He now lives interceding for 

us. In dying for us, the Lord Jesus has 
covered our sins, giving assurance 

that on confession of  faith we 
are forgiven and we fi nd 

ourselves shut in with God 
as we enter into that right 
relationship with Him. 
We can also know His 
wonderful promise that 
one day we will be with 
Him forever. He will keep 

us safe in His arms. 
The Bible says “Blessed 

are they whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. Blessed is the man whose 
sin the Lord will never count against him” 
(Romans 4 v7/8). 
  Chris Andrews

Occasional preacher at Whitbourne

The changing of  the clocks!
Will we be rid of  the non-stop rain? Will we 
be able to go out for the day without coat and 
umbrella? Who knows? Well, actually, God 
does! Let’s be grateful that He controls the 
weather and everything else this world relies 
on – and thank Him and enjoy it!

‘Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven,’  
Romans, 4 v 7

work is obviously essential to protect 
them from the elements and to 
ensure that they are there for 
future generations to enjoy. 

Refl ecting on this, I was 

of  every living creature. The 
Ark, we are told, was to be 138 
metres long, 23 metres wide and 13 

us. In dying for us, the Lord Jesus has 
covered our sins, giving assurance 

that on confession of  faith we 
are forgiven and we fi nd 

ourselves shut in with God 
as we enter into that right 
relationship with Him. 
We can also know His 
wonderful promise that 
one day we will be with 
Him forever. He will keep 

us safe in His arms. 
The Bible says “Blessed 

are they whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. Blessed is the man whose 

Please remember:
 If  you need help or simply someone to talk to, ring 07980 013685 and we’ll do our best 

to help you.  Otherwise, visit our website www.whitbournechapel.org.uk 
or google ‘Whitbourne Baptist Chapel’.



White Horse 
Windows Ltd
Windows, Doors,  

Conservatories and more...
Local company, exceptional standards

10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a free quotation contact Ryan on

07909 441442 or 01373 302594
ryan@whitehorsewindows.com

Windows   Fascia & Guttering
Doors   Conservatories

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfing and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS
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The clocks have changed to British 
Summertime and we had an enjoyable Easter 
break with longer daylight hours and that 
sudden urgency to get things done before 
Mother Nature takes over. 

The grey miserable weather of  the last few 
months has lulled us into a lethargic state, 
but spring has now arrived in all its beauty. 
We have enjoyed the daffodils brightening up 
our verges for the last few months and now 
the hedgerows are alive with vivid hawthorn 
leaves and blossom. The celandines and 
primroses have been glorious, especially on 
the sides of  muddy footpaths and bridle ways 
and they prepare us for the haze of  bluebells 
that we look forward to as the month of  April 
progresses.

The garden birds have been busy, waking 
us early with their dawn chorus and are now 
busy making their nests with some already 
hatching their first brood of  the season; my 
post box is now the home of  a robin so a 
temporary container for mail and papers has 
had to be found ! 

Although I’m glad to see the back of  
our wet and miserable winter weather, I 
have enjoyed the distant views through the 
bare trees and hedges and the joy of  seeing 
buzzards and red kites swirling overhead then 
sweeping down to catch the unsuspecting field 
voles.

Sadly, the winter deluge has taken its toll on 
the farms; some land has been waterlogged 
or drowned since last October. Cattle have 
been housed since then and, although the 

temperature has been above normal, access 
to the land has been nil. Very little winter 
cereals have been planted (nationwide we are 
approximately 40% down) with only some 
spring crops in the ground at the end of  
March. This will mean a shortage of  cereal 
for bread, etc., later this year, so we’ll see an 
increase in costs for human and animal feed.

The milking cows and young stock have had 
to be housed for at least two months  longer 
this winter, incurring extra feed and bedding 
using up all standby feed and bedding and, of  
course, creating more farmyard manure and 
slurry. No doubt by the time this edition of  
The Bridge reaches your home, farmers will 
be making the most of  any dry periods to get 
back to the land for field work and to get the 
cows out for grazing.

My usual reminder at this time of  year is 
please avoid fields where sheep are grazing; 
most of  them will have their young lambs 
with them and are easily very frightened by 
the presence of  dogs. Shepherds have had a 
hard winter with a number of  insect-borne 
diseases and wet and muddy ground creating 
foot problems, so the added concerns of  dogs 
accidentally worrying sheep is not needed.

For those interested in the rainfall figures 
January 94.12
February 172.30
Total for year 266.50

Let’s look forward to a bright and cheerful 
spring when we can all feel so much better 
with the sun on our backs!

Judith Helliar

The last few days of March brought many changes 
in our lives living here in the countryside 

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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Chairman, Hugh Deed, reports on the latest happenings at the hall

community news

Corsley Reading Room

Your ‘village hall’

Coffee Mornings
Tuesday 9th April and every first Tuesday 
of  the month (10 am to 12 noon).  Please do 
come and join us and meet others, pick up the 
local gossip or just put the world to rights!

Corsley Film Festival  and ‘Film Club’
The festival was judged to have been a great 
success and enjoyed by all who attended. The 
feedback analysis is available on the website if  
anyone who attended is interested.

Also, we are looking at creating a film club 
of  sorts, if  interested then read more about it 
on our website and register your interest.

Hugh Deed
chairman@corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

01373 832897

Trustees
Hugh Deed, Chris de Groot, Claire Firman-Ford, Liz Garrett, Caroline Hutton 

Jackie Jasper, Mark Richards (Jamie and Charlie Owen look after bookings)

Booking the hall
Please use the website form or email crrbookings@gmail.com.  

Corsley residents get a discount on our published prices, so please do use the hall!  
Jamie and Charlie Owen are keen to help with your booking.

See website www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk for up-to-date information and more. 

YOUR CORSLEY 
VILLAGE HALL 

NEEDS YOU!
(or someone you may know)

We are still looking and urgently need to 
find people to ensure continuity.

Later this year two essential trustee 
positions (Treasurer and Chairman) will 
become vacant as both those involved 
will step down at the AGM in November. 
Please consider if  either is a role you (or 
someone you know) could take on. Put the 
word about please!

Without a treasurer the hall closes as we 
cannot handle receipts, payments, etc. 

Existing trustees are already doing a lot 
and cannot absorb this additional work 
of  treasure and chairman. Those joining 
should get involved as soon as possible to 
ensure a smooth transition.

Please contact me or any of  the trustees 
if  you are interested to help and keep the 
RR going for the benefit of  villagers.
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Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1 Fats
2 Fred Astaire 
3 Lilacs
4 Nero
5 Psi
6  Milton Keynes
7 Khyber Pass
8 A Clockwork Orange
9 New Zealand
10 James Joyce
11 Far
12 Heroine

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of  the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2.50 per month for a small boxed advert or £8 for a full page. Full page adverts are allocated 
depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at one of  the two 

drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 4pm on the 19th of  
the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

 1 space (69mm wide x 33mm high) £24
 2 spaces  (69mm wide x 66mm high) £47
 3 spaces  (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high)  £68
 4 spaces  (138mm wide x 66mm high) £85
 6 spaces  (half  page - 138mm wide x 100mm high) £120

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format,  
to the chosen standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/Treasurer) 
at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

FOR SALE
‘Easy Home’ Steam Mop – unused, still 
boxed – £15 (cash)
 01373 832595





Order your instant 
lawn for only £3.80 
a square metre!

01373 832591
www.acressupply.com
info@acressupply.com

Acres Supply
Corsley

BA12 7PP

Your local, independent 
garden and aquatic centre

Open 7 days a week

Topsoil
Lawn Dressing

Lawn Feed & Weed
Moss Killer
Lawn Seed

Collectinon
or

Delivery 

Turf
£3.80 
m2


