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Frome Heating Specialists
M A Knight

01373 832578
Heating and plumbing engineers specialising in:

Solar heating
Oil and gas boiler servicing

Boiler replacement
Energy management

Pressurised hot water systems
Underfloor heating systems

Family business established 1964
Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

CARE IN YOUR OWN HOME
We are a mother and daughter team 
running a professional, friendly agency 
specialising in:

24 hour live-in care
Helping loved ones stay in their own 
home, maintaining their independence.

Domicilliary Care
For short periods of time, perfect for 
clients who enjoy their independence but 
appreciate a helping hand.
For more information telephone 01373 836767
email: castlecarewessex@btconnect.com 
www.castlecarewessex.com

Castle Care Wessex
 Because your home is your castle

FHS

199876
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The Bridge
monthly magazine for the villages of Corsley and Chapmanslade

Three Open Doors 
news from the pews

Corsley WI 
news from the ladies

Parish Council briefing 
Chapmanslade

Deadline
Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 

4pm 19th April

Please note that no 
items will be accepted 

after this date

Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £7.50, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Please see information on the last page.
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Corsley
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fledgling fun

Whitbourne Chapel 
chapel colloquy

Countryside matters 
views from over the hedge

39
41
46

In this issue...



2  |  The Bridge April 2016 Please mention The Bridge when responding to adverts

April
Saturday 2nd
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Monday 4th
Deadline for Bus Service Consultation responses to Wiltshire Council

Tuesday 5th
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Tuesday 12th April 
Chapmanslade Village Hall AGM – 8-15 pm, at the Hall

Wednesday 13th
Warminster mobile library

Thursday 14th
Corsley WI - ‘Objects from the Past’ – 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room
Chapmanslade Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish Council – 7.30 pm, 
Chapmanslade School

Friday 15th 
Fashion Show – 7 for 7.30 pm, M&Co, Warminster. 

Tuesday 19th
Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 7.30 pm, St Margaret’s Church
Fracking information evening – 8.15 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Thursday 21st 
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - noon Three Horseshoes Chapmanslade

Saturday 23rd 
Fun Quiz – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall

Thursday 26th
Defibrillator awareness session – 6.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Wednesday 27th 
Lite Bites Soup Lunch – 12.30 pm - 1.30 pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 28th 
Warminster Area Board – 7 pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Saturday 30th 
Bluebell Walk (provisional date) – phone Judith Helliar on 01373 832803

Diary Dates
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May
Tuesday 3rd
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 7th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak
Cantamus Chamber Choir Spring Concert - a celebration of music and verse –  
7.30 pm, St Nicholas Church, Winsley. Tickets from Wiltshire Music Centre  
01225 860100. www.cantamuschamberchoir.co.uk

Sunday 8th
Corsley Festival Choir - ‘A Royal Celebration’ – 7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church, Corsley

Thursday 12th 
Chapmanslade Parish Council Annual General  Meeting – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade School

Monday 16th 
Annual Parish Council Meeting (Corsley) – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 19th 
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - noon, Three Horseshoes Chapmanslade

Saturday 21st 
Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches May Fayre – Corsley Manor Farm

Wednesday 25th 
Lite Bites Soup Lunch – 12.30 - 1.30 pm, Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 26th 
Defibrillator Awareness Evening – 6.30 pm onwards, Corsley Reading Room

June
Friday 3rd
Keith Hyett instrumental guitar concert – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Saturday 4th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Monday 6th 
Corsley Parish Council Quarterly Meeting – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Tuesday 7th
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Diary Dates

continued...
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Thursday 9th 
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade School

Saturday 11 and Sunday 12th
The Queen’s 90th birthday celebration

Thursday 16th
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am - noon, Three Horseshoes 
Chapmanslade

Wednesday 22nd 
Lite Bites Soup Lunch 12.30 Corsley Reading Rooms

Thursday 30th  
Warminster Area Board – 7 pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Wiltshire Council

Temporary Closure of A362 
(part) Warminster to Corsley 
(Ref: TTRO 4213)

Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close 
temporarily to all traffic the A362 (Part) Warminster and Corsley; from its junction with 
A36 Warminster Bypass to its junction with Picket Post.

To enable Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway patching work, road 
marking and adjustment of ironworks.

Alternative route: via A362 (unaffected length) – A361 – A36 and vice versa. The 
closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.

This Order will come into operation on 18 April 2016 and it is anticipated that 
the closure will be required nightly between the hours of 7 pm and 6 am until 25 
April 2016. It is anticipated that the works will take the stated duration to complete 
depending upon weather conditions. Access will be maintained for residents and 
businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. 

For further information please contact Balfour Beatty Living Places on 01249 468582 
(office hours) or 078140917621 (outside of office hours).

Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN

July
Tuesday 5th
Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

August
Saturday 6th
Elizabethan Evening – Ruddigore

Monday 29th 
Corsley Show

September
Monday 5th 
Corsley Parish Council Quarterly Meeting – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

October
Day-date
Event

November
Saturday 19th
Christmas Market – Corsley Reading Room

December
Monday 5th 
Corsley Parish Council Quarterly Meeting – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room



Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

Bride
 by Design

Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street
Warminster
BA12 8PS

Please contact us to arrange an appointment

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near LooeHayter

Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522

Getting married? 
Special occasion?
Classic 1960 Hillman Minx Estate car for hire
Chauff eur ~ bows ~ fl owers ~ champagne

Reasonable rates
Please contact Amanda on 

01373 827795 or 07720 673698



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 

ANTIQUE AND MODERN 
FURNITURE

v FREE ESTIMATES v

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE

Telephone Lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP

McCulloch
        F U R N I T U R E

Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Libraries
Studies • Media furniture • Offices • Freestanding

The Workshop, Bruton Lane, Upton Noble, Somerset, BA4 6AH
Telephone 01749 850000  Fax 01749 850055  Mobile 07887 892633

enquiries@McCullochfurniture.co.uk
www.McCullochfurniture.co.uk
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Bob’s bafflers
1	 Which planet has moons named after Shakespearean characters?

2	 Brimstone is the old name for which element? 

3	 Which flower’s name is derived from the French for ‘lion’s tooth’? 

4	 What was Mother Theresa’s real first name?

5	 Which is the smallest ocean in the world? 

6	 Which US State is known as ‘the last frontier’?

7	 Which book of the bible has the shortest name? 

8	 Marilyn Monroe sang ‘Happy Birthday, Mr President’ celebrating President Kennedy’s 
birthday; what age was he due to celebrate?

9	 CI is the international registration plate for which African country? 

10	The Battle of Trafalgar (1805) took place off the coast of which country?

11	What can a tiger and puma do which a cheetah cannot?

12	Which is the world’s smallest flightless bird?

Answers on page 48

NN

Need an extra 
pair of HANDS?

Not enough time to do tasks such 
as shopping, light housework, 
gardening, walking the dog...  

to name but a few

N	Why not call local mature lady 
and let her help with the load?

N	Very reasonable rates

N	Why not call 07866 533723 and 
see whether she can help?

Corsley litter 
pickers

We meet opposite the Royal Oak at 10 am 
on the first Saturday of each month. Our 
next ‘pick’ is on Saturday 2nd April – do 
come along and help keep our village 
beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor

Chapmanslade Village 
Hall AGM

8.15 pm, Tuesday 12th April
Please support your local hall – a terrific 

amenity in our village!



Piano Tuition
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss LLCM BEd
Teacher Pianoforte and Theory

reasonable rates ~ 01373 832829

The pub Chapmanslade deserves
the three horseshoes

threehorseshoeschapmanslade

Open daily from 10am-11pm serving delicious home cooked
food (12-3pm & 6-10pm Mon – Sat. All day Sun.) Enjoy a

refreshing drink in our beer garden with spectacular views
of Longleat and Cley Hill or indulge with of one of our
regular meals deals by the warm, open fire on a bitter

winter’s day. We organise monthly events featuring live
music, comedy and much more!

Call us on 01373 832 211
Follow us on Facebook for more details.

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk

anatomy clinic
aromatherapy, chiropody,
facials, hot stones,
indian head, refl exology
threading

tel: 01985 219122
www.anatomyclinic.co.uk



Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

FENCING

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 832613
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

 For children aged 2-5 years 
 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
 8am - 5pm; Tuesday 8am - 3.30pm
 Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
 visit and a free trial session for your child
 Breakfast club and after-school club available.
 Term time only

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected
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We have made great progress in the 
last month. By the time you read this we 
anticipate both the exchange of contracts 
and knowing the completion date for the 
purchase of our village pub.

The planning for the much needed 
maintenance and redecoration is actively 
underway in order for the work to start the 
day after the Cross Keys is ours.

Whilst we will provide disabled access 
and improved facilities, some of which will 
require formal planning approval, we intend 
to open once vital repairs and decorations 
are done.  A rolling programme of the 
further works will then be undertaken to 
reach our goal to provide a community asset 
of which we can be truly proud.

In order that you can keep abreast of the 
up-to-date news of our progress and learn 

of the details of the imminent share offer,  
we urge you to go to our website  
http://hdwebsites.wix.com/cross-keys.

As I am sure you appreciate, things are 
now moving extremely quickly and the time 
between submission to and delivery of the 
Bridge is such that timely provision of this 
information cannot be achieved. We will 
of course give further news in next month’s 
Bridge.

Community purchase progress

community

Maz Moldon brings us...

Cross Keys update

Please remember that the value of investments can go down as well as up

Help wanted!
Frome Selwood Rotary are hosting an event on the 16th April at Chapmanslade Village 
Hall and need some help. We need help with washing-up and waitressing between 8 and 
10 pm. Rate of pay is £10 per hour. If you’re interested, please contact Yvonne Hitchinson 
on 01373 859207. This event is a cuisine evening for charity and is a sell-out. 



Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

Specialist installers of Macadam 
Sports Surfaces with laser technology
•	Tennis	courts
•	Playgrounds
•	Multi-use	games	areas
•	Football,	hockey	& 
cricket	pitches

•	Synthetic	grass
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Viz-a-viz, Yours, Pussycat, Mela, Eastex,  
Dash, Izabel, Roman, M&Co

Fashion 
Show

Friday 15th April
7 for 7.30 pm, at

Market Place, Warminster
£6 including nibbles

Great prize raffle

Discount shopping after the show

Tickets in advance, please from  
Barbara  01373 832 273, marion@nmc2.co.uk

or M&Co, Warminster

M&Co.

Sponsored by              Warminster
All proceeds towards Corsley Memorial Playing Field

M&Co.
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Recent work suggests that this 
may be an overestimate, but the 
numbers are at least equal and, 
anyway, human cells are much 
bigger than bacteria. Of course, 
bacteria are rarely found in tissues, 
unless you have an infection. They 
occur on the internal and external 
surfaces of the body – on your skin, 
in your mouth, airways and gut, 
and on all moist surfaces. The vast 
majority are found in the lower gut 
– in the small intestine and colon. In 
addition to bacteria, your gut also 
contains some fungi, viruses and 
other microbes. This is called the 
‘gut microbiome’.

It has been known for some time 
that the gut microbiome differs 
between individuals and that it can affect 
health. Recent work has shown that it may 
influence obesity, for example. A number of 
companies sell drinks or yoghurt that have 
live bacteria in them – known as probiotics. 
These harmless bacteria are intended to 
reproduce in your gut and work with the 
microbes already present to help in digestive 
processes. There is some evidence that 
probiotic drinks and yoghurts can help 
people who have digestive problems and 
this is a relatively benign way of helping to 

generate a healthy internal population of so-
called ‘good bacteria’.

However, when the normal gut microbiome 
is disrupted - such as by antibiotics, which 
kill both beneficial and disease-causing 
bacteria alike - problems can ensue. Elderly 
patients on long courses of antibiotics 
sometimes suffer from Clostridium difficile 
infections. ‘C. diff’, as this bacterium is 
frequently called, may colonise the gut 
replacing the beneficial bacteria that have 
been killed by antibiotics. C. diff produces 

It’s a surprise to most people that the human body is claimed to 
contain up to ten times as many bacterial cells as human ones

science

Biology: changing the world

Does your body contain more
human or bacterial cells?
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Nigel Brown is a retired Professor of 
Microbiology, now living in Chapmanslade. 
He is happy to receive comments, 
questions and suggestions for future 
articles at nigelbrown48@gmail.com

toxins that can cause serious and potentially 
fatal illness.

There are now more extreme ways of 
replacing an abnormal gut microbiome, 
which is sometimes used for people who 
have had major antibiotic or surgical 
treatment. This is the “faecal transplant” 
or ‘poo pill’ where faeces from a healthy 
individual (maybe the same patient before 
treatment) are given in a pill to repopulate 
the gut with a normal healthy microbial 
population. Do not try this at home!

Campanology News
I haven’t had a lot to write these past two months just gone.
We’ve rung our bells for service and each practice night bar one.
In February we lost Dick, he moved to pastures new.
We miss his guidance all the time and his experience too.

Dick taught our learners, now we’re stuck, we’ve no-one with the skill.
There’s courses run, I’m booked on one, to take place in April.
The good news is we have three more who want to learn our art,
They haven’t learnt to ring yet but are keen to play their part.

One is at present learning, Mariella’s just beginning
With help from others who can teach she’ll soon be with us ringing.
And Melanie began to learn and progressed quite quickly
But sadly had to stop a while to finish her degree.

Our band is slowly growing and the future’s looking bright
But there’s always room for others, if you’re thinking ‘Well I might’.
Just come along and take a look one Friday when you’re free,
Or if you want to have a word, you’ve only to ring me.

Marion Moldon
01373 832672

Amazing 
Achievers
Congratulations to David Terrett, of 
Brimhill Rise, Chapmanslade, who has just 
celebrated 50 years of working in the oil 
industry!

David started his career at Butler Fuels in 
Avonmouth in 1966 and currently works 
for local firm Kinch Fuel Oils Ltd. With no 
intention of retiring any time soon, it seems 
like David has oil running through his veins!

A popular resident, he and his wife have 
lived in Chapmanslade for some 36 years. 
David’s milestone achievement was recently 
featured in the Wiltshire Gazette.



Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller meeting room 

and kitchen facilities all available for hire
Parties  •  clubs  •  meetings  •  classes  •  etc

Contact Gill Parkinson for details
01373 832322

www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

•	Macadam	surfacing
•	Block	paving
•	Resin	bonded	surfacing
•	Coloured	Macadams

Enjoy a Beautiful 
Lawn this summer...
You can have a beautiful, 
lush and weed free lawn.
Lawn Envy can revive your lawn 
this summer with their tailor-made 
treatment programme. Make your 
lawn the envy of your neighbours.

For your FREE lawn assessment call

01985 221107 or visit
www.lawnenvy.net



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk

Corsley Reading Rooms
Attractive function hall, smaller meeting room 

and kitchen facilities all available for hire
Parties  •  clubs  •  meetings  •  classes  •  etc

Contact Gill Parkinson for details
01373 832322

www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk

White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

•	Macadam	surfacing
•	Block	paving
•	Resin	bonded	surfacing
•	Coloured	Macadams

Enjoy a Beautiful 
Lawn this summer...
You can have a beautiful, 
lush and weed free lawn.
Lawn Envy can revive your lawn 
this summer with their tailor-made 
treatment programme. Make your 
lawn the envy of your neighbours.

For your FREE lawn assessment call

01985 221107 or visit
www.lawnenvy.net
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Neil Britten reports on the parish council’s activities in March

The main Parish Council (PC) event in 
March was the Annual Parish Meeting 
(APM) which was followed by brief PC 
meeting to discuss a planning application. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Broadband

The major topic was the so-called ‘superfast’ 
broadband prospects for Corsley. Hugh 
Deed and Neil Carpenter gave a joint 
presentation covering the work that they 
have done to establish what level of service 
Corsley currently receives, the capability of 
the existing infrastructure and the results of 
the village survey indicating how residents 
use broadband now and the limitations 
of the service provided to Corsley. These 
presentations will be available on The Bridge 
website.

I reported last month the news that BT did 
in fact have plans to link part of Corsley to 
the fibre connection which is available at 
the Chapmanslade telephone exchange, 
contrary to earlier statements that we were 
definitely not in the Phase 2 roll out plan. 
BT have now completed their survey work 
in support of this initiative and the outline 
details, provided verbally, are:

•	 Fibre will be run from Chapmanslade, 
past the green cabinet at St Margaret’s 
Church and up Deep Lane terminating at 
a new cabinet to be located just north of 
the junction between Cley Hill and Deep 
lane

•	 Approximately 150 properties in the 
Corsley Heath area will be connected 
to ‘superfast’ broadband, i.e. at least 
24Mbps, with possibly some households 
in Temple also benefiting.

However, two things should be stressed. 
First, this plan has been developed to 
meet the Wiltshire target of 91% of the 
County to receive at least 24Mbps. Whilst 
the plan clearly benefits a good chunk of 
Corsley residents, any improvement for the 
remainder, about 140 houses, could provide 
better speeds but would not sit within this 
target and is therefore not in the plan. 
We are still working on this issue and BT 
have been conducting further investigative 
feasibility and cost modelling to look at 
options based on a connection to the fibre 
at the St Margaret’s green box to improve 
the speeds in other areas of Corsley. BT 
have said that there would be a ‘node’ at 
the St Margaret’s box which could allow 
such a connection. The results of this work 
are due at the time of writing and, once 
received and digested, the intention is to put 
on a public meeting to allow the options to 
be debated.

Second, the information above was the 
result of a telephone conversation. We have 
not received any formal commitment from 
either Wiltshire Online or BT, but this has 
been sought.

However, BT were clear that their next step 
would be to issue the appropriate road 

community news
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closure notice, for the statutory 13-week 
consultation period, with a view to a 7 – 10 
day closure at the end of this period, i.e. 
sometime in June, to allow installation of the 
new box on Deep Lane. The exact timescale 
for the improved service to come online 
was not disclosed. The impact of a road 
closure was explained to BT and they have 
agreed that the parish would be given the 
opportunity to discuss the details with the 
installation team. 

Corsley Reading Rooms

Hugh Deed, the new Chairman of the 
Reading Rooms Committee (CRR) gave a 
brief presentation on the Reading Rooms 
and plans for the immediate future. 
He warmly congratulated the previous 
management, under Dick and Rosemary 
Collins, for their many years of dedicated 
and imaginative involvement. 

Under the new management, continuing 
work has been undertaken on a number of 
aspects of safety and security. In addition 
several new areas of material improvement 
have been identified including improvements 
to the kitchen (provision of catering-type 
washing up facilities), refurbishment of the 
main room floor and the ceiling/roof space 
(insulation).

These were longer term projects, with 
significant financial implications and the 
CRR would work with the PC and others to 
develop a plan for their execution.

Annual PC report 

The PC annual report covering the activities 
of the PC – the council, streetscene, 
planning, finance, OSPF and footpaths and 
fracking. The presentation is available on 
the Bridge website.

The last item, fracking, was a ‘heads-up’ 
that Corsley sits within a block of four 10km 
by 10km sites for which a coal bed methane 
type drilling exploration licence has been 
issued by the Department of Energy and 
Climate Control (DECC) to a company 
called South Western (in partnership with 
South Western Energy Ltd). It should be 
noted that Wiltshire objected to these 
licences.

Any activity on these sites in pursuance of 
the licences would be subject to planning 
and regulatory approvals and the PC 
has not been made aware of any such 
applications at the present time. However, 
there could be potential for the latter at any 
time in the near future and the PC is looking 
further at the implications with a view to 
providing better information to the village in 
due course. 

Planning application

16/01228/FUL - Erection of agricultural 
workers dwelling at Chipp’s Farm. 

This application was a re-submission of 
15/09455/FUL, which had been refused 
by Wiltshire on two grounds, first that the 
case had not been made for a dwelling for 
a third agricultural worker and second that 
the proposed dwelling in that location was 
not appropriate for the character if the local 
area.

Since the previous application, Mr G Dyke 
had decided to retire and exercise a right 
to continue occupying his current dwelling. 
This left two active farm workers with the 
second still requiring accommodation. The 
new application was thus for a smaller 
agricultural dwelling, for the second of 
the two full-time farm workers, in a more 

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

continuted on page 21



01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Childminder
Ofsted registered

Full and part time. Before and after school
Holiday spaces available

Pick-up and drop-off offered
Call 01373 832854 or 07883 025476

d.m.rawlings@outlook.com

Domestic Appliance Spares and Repair Service

Domesticare
Mike, David and Sue Wye

21 Keyford, Frome

01373 467351

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059  07779 247961  www.clean-it.biz
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by



The Bridge April 2016  |  21www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Childminder
Ofsted registered

Full and part time. Before and after school
Holiday spaces available

Pick-up and drop-off offered
Call 01373 832854 or 07883 025476

d.m.rawlings@outlook.com

Domestic Appliance Spares and Repair Service

Domesticare
Mike, David and Sue Wye

21 Keyford, Frome

01373 467351

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059  07779 247961  www.clean-it.biz
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by discrete location, adjacent to Mr G Dyke’s 
bungalow. The PC fully supported the 
application for one of the very small number 
of remaining successful working farms in 
Corsley.

Dates of next meetings

Annual Parish Council Meeting� 16th May 
(Election of Chair)

Quarterly Meeting� 6th June 

Quarterly Meeting� 5th September

Quarterly Meeting� 5th December

Occasional meetings, at short notice, will 
also be held to discuss planning applications 
and other urgent business. Please watch the 
village notice-boards and the Bridge web 
site for these.

Neil Britten
Chairman, Corsley Parish Council

neil.britten@btinternet.com

Chapmanslade Village Hall

Fun Quiz
Saturday 23rd April 7.30 pm

Licensed Bar
Hot supper

Tickets £10
from Denise 01373 832485, or   

Ken 01373 832034

Please purchase tickets in advance 
to reserve your supper!

Proceeds to Chapmanslade Hall 
improvement fund

The Corsley Reading Room Committee 
would like to hear from anyone interested in 
taking a stall at this year’s Christmas Market. 
There’s loads of time to get making/crafting 
lovely things to sell – wooden toys, crafted 
candles, Christmas cards, funky jewellery – 
whatever you fancy selling! 

Stallholders will be carefully selected to 
give buyers the widest choice of products 
possible. 

To get ahead of the pack, please contact 
Vanessa Hyde on 01373 832700.

Saturday 19th November 
Corsley Reading Room

Stalls cost £10
All profits to the stallholderee

Work...
Me-time...
Relationships...
...equally balanced? 
Or is there a specific issue 
bothering you?
To create positive personal change, 
book an appointment for an 
enlightening initial consultation 
and see how Solution Focused 
Hypnotherapy could help you.

Fi Robinson 07801 436633 
fiona@balancehypnotherapy.co.uk
www.balancehypnotherapy.co.uk
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Co
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y Cuckoo’s

Currently closed
Anticipated re-opening  

May 2016

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available 

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Sue Newell 01373 825560
Rebecca Bennett 07974 796468 

www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

Lyes Green  Corsley

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Corsley Cuckoo’s
Pre-School

PAINT AND PASTE
Quality with reliability always

Martin Bendle
Painter and Decorator

For FREE estimates
07741 492617

email martin.paintandpaste@gmail.com
www.paintandpaste.co.uk

Lyes Green, Corsley 
(next to the old school)

For children aged 2-5 years
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

9 am - 3 pm
Now accepting 2 year-old funding in  

accordance with Wiltshire Council guidelines
Term-time mother and toddler group  

Tuesday mornings from 10 am to 11.30 am

Contact Hayley McMahon 01373 832298  
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail.co.uk
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Dear Friends,

I write on a glorious day of bright sunshine and clear blue sky. I have just returned from 
taking Alfie for a walk and marvel at the shiny yellow beauty of the wild flowers that adorn 
grass verges and the extraordinarily weightless appearance of several buzzards gliding and 
hanging in the air. 

By the time you read this Easter Day will probably have come and gone as it was so very 
early this year, but we continue with an Easter theme in the church for 6 weeks until we 
come to Pentecost on May 15th. Easter is the time when we fill the church with flowers 
and sing celebratory hymns and songs that proclaim the wonder of new life, that announce 
that death has no more dominion and such like. I often wonder at these time what it is 
like for those who haven’t reached Easter Day yet and who are forced by circumstances to 
remain in the darkness of Good Friday. 

Being the Priest in Charge here I am privileged and humbled to be able to accompany those 
who are struggling with life, whether it be bereavement, terminal illness or relationship 
breakdown to name but a few of the situations I encounter. How does the Easter story 
intersect with occasions like this, with the terrible plight of the thousands of refugees 
who have nowhere to call home, with those who suffer at the hands of others, those who 
go to sleep day after day hungry? I don’t have a neatly worked out answer, and I cry out 
with others at the injustice and suffering that is so much part of human life. But I believe 
that Good Friday and Easter Day show us that God is with us in our deepest darkness, 
in life and in death and beyond, that love is stronger than evil, and that there is no place 
that God is not. That’s not to say that I can just sit back and relax because God has it 
all in hand, far from it. When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer ‘Thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done.’ we are not asking God to do it all, we are pledging our time and energy to the 
task of bringing about that kingdom of justice and peace; we know in this life that God’s 
kingdom has yet to be realised fully, but we need to be doing our bit even if it is only a 
tiny spark of light in the darkness.

To return to the image of those buzzards hanging in the air the bible tells us that ‘Those 
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not be faint.’(Isaiah 40: 31) 
and from the book of Deuteronomy we hear that God is ‘Like an eagle that stirs up its 
nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them 
aloft.’(Deuteronomy 32:11)

If your wings are bit broken at the moment and you long for the freedom of flight, allow 
God to catch you and carry you on his wings, to be with you in your Good Friday so that 
you can hold on to the hope of Easter Day when all things are made new.

Love and Prayers

Pauline

	 Three Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org



April Church Diary

Sunday 3rd April: Second Sunday of Easter
8 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: 1662 BCP H Communion

9.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Eucharist
10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship

v

Tuesday 5th April
7.30 pm at The Anchorage, Corsley

After Alpha Home Group. Details from Richard on 832594

v

Sunday 10th April: Third Sunday of Easter
9.30 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Family Eucharist

10.30 am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: Eucharist
11 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: Matins

v

Monday 11th April
10.30 am: Time to Think Home Group

Details from Phil on 832845 

v

Sunday 17th April: Fourth Sunday of Easter
9 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

10.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Family Worship
10.30 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: Eucharist

5 pm at St John the Baptist, Horningsham: Evensong

v

Tuesday 19th April
7.30 pm at St Margaret’s, Corsley
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

v

Thursday 21st April
10 am to 12 noon at Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

Church & Community Coffee Morning 



Sunday 24th April: Fifth Sunday of Easter
9.30 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Eucharist

10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Eucharist

v

Monday 25th April
10.30 am: Time to Think Home Group

Details from Phil on 832845 

v

Wednesday 27th April
12.30 pm to 1.30 pm at the Reading Rooms, Corsley:

Light Bites Bread & Soup Lunch

v

Sunday 1st May: Sixth Sunday of Easter
8 am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

9.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Eucharist
10.30  am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Morning Worship

Welcome and Congratulations

We congratulate Ricky Viner and Carly Young who were married at St Peter & St Paul’s, 
Longbridge Deverill on March 19th.

Prayers and Sympathy 

We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family of Elvina Joyce Hammond whose funeral 
service was held at St Philip & St James, Chapmanslade.

Musical Evening 

Our Musical Evening on Friday 11th March at St Margaret’s, Corsley was a great success 
and thoroughly enjoyed by the audience of a hundred happy people. The music covered 
South Pacific, Glenn Miller, songs by Vera Lynn, and some rousing tunes usually heard at 
the Last Night of the Proms. We were treated to songs from Robert Thackway, harp music 
from Laura Oakham and some flute music from Helen Buick. We had poetry readings from 
Rev Pauline Reid and Andrew Campbell. Geoff Titt played the organ and demonstrated to 
us the versatility of both the organ and the organist. The church choir led the community 
singing and Dennis Barnard compered the evening in his own very special style. A very 
enjoyable evening which also raised almost a thousand pounds for the work of the church. 



Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel

Copy for 3 Open Doors should be sent to Keith Muston at 
themustons@btinternet.com subject 3ODs or phone 01373 832755.

If you would like to receive weekly news of Church events and activities, please 
send your email address to the above, with subject ‘Through the Open Doors’ or 

download a pdf from the ‘churches’ pages at www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Rural Dean	 Rev Pauline Reid	 01985 841290 
	 revpauline@btinternet.com
Associate Priest	 Rev Di Britten	 01373 832515
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594 
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273 
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Pastoral Visitor	 Alan Hopkinson 	 01373 832393
Churchwardens	 John Helliar	 01373 832803  
	 Charles Thackway	 01373 832048
Deputy Churchwardens	 St Margaret’s	 Judith Helliar	 01373 832803 
	 St Mary’s	 Harcourt Gough	 01373 832039 
	 St Philip & St James’	 Janet Aylesbury	 01373 832752
PCC Secretary	 Phil Jefferson	 01373 832845
PCC Minute Secretary	 Sue Fear	 01373 832074
PCC Treasurer	 Keith Muston               	    01373 832755
Planned Giving Officer	 Judith Helliar                  	    01373 832803
Choir Leaders	 Marion Muston	 01373 832755 
	 Claire Tanner	  01985 218099
Tower Captain	 Marion Moldon                	    01373 832672
Benefice Administrator	 Marion Muston	   01373 839026 or 832755 
	 cleyhillchurches@gmail.com

Fundraising

At our Easter Sunday service we gave away £10 notes to the congregation to take away 
and use in our 2016 Talents Challenge. Participants will come back to the Harvest 
services and we shall reap the reward of their efforts and raise a significant amount for 
church funds. Examples from previous challenges are jam making, cake making, a Bridge 
afternoon, car cleaning, gardening and general help around the house. How will you 
GROW your Talents to help raise funds for the church and have fun at the same time? If 
you want to participate in our Talents challenge please contact Keith Muston.

We are delighted to confirm that our May Fayre on Saturday 21st May will again be held 
at Manor Farm. Our thanks to Chris and Claire da Costa for allowing us to use their 
gardens. The 50/50 Club Summer Draw will take place and ten people will be winners of 
cash prizes, with £200 being the first prize. We need your donations for our stalls and 
offers of help on the day. Please contact either Stella on 832230 or Phil on 832845 for 
more details.
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news from the ladies

Corsley WI
March News

Everyone is very welcome to join us for the following activities:
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4pm, Corsley Reading Room
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, 2.30 pm, various venues
Lunch Club	 Last Tuesday of the month, 12.30pm, various venues
More details on the Gardening Club and Bridge Club from Pauline on 01985 215760

There was a very good attendance at 
the Annual Meeting of Corsley WI held 
in March. We began with the singing of 
‘Jerusalem’ and the usual monthly business 
matters were swiftly dealt with. New events 
organised by the Wiltshire Federation, 
include a workshop on painting on glass 
and a visit to Bucklers Hard. The Scrabble 
team won their last match. 

The beautiful Rose Bowl was awarded to 
Jean White for the most points won in the 
monthly competitions during the year. The 
summer outing is to Sudeley Castle, near 
Cheltenham on Thursday 30th June. If you 
would like to come with us, please contact 
Carol Seward on 01373 832446, for details.

Our WI Advisor, Lesley Holdway, then took 
over for our annual meeting business. The 
Treasurer, Anne Carruthers, presented the 
Financial Statement, which was approved. 
The Committee’s Report, prepared by the 
Secretary, Caroline Higham, reflected back 
over a memorable year, with our 95th 
birthday and the NFWI Centenary celebrated 
with a dinner. To mark these events, Val 
Benbow made a gorgeous new tablecloth 
for our competition table and Fiona 
Johnston made a splendid centenary banner. 
Cath Fricker had given us a programme full 
of interest and fun over the year, from talks 
on Aberdeen Angus to the RNLI, helping 
families in Ghana and stargazing at the 

night sky. We enjoyed a coach outing to 
Beaulieu, our Produce & Handicraft Show 
in August, trips to Longleat and High House 
Farm and we joined other Wiltshire members 
to hear Michael Portillo speak in Salisbury. 
Our skittles and Scrabble teams continued 
to do well, the Bridge Club flourished and 
the Gardening Club enthusiasts were off 
visiting gardens in all weathers. 

The President thanked all the committee 
members for their hard work this year. After 
a secret ballot, Carol Seward was re-elected 
as President and the Committee was re-elected 
en-bloc. Everyone then enjoyed a delicious 
cream tea before the raffle was drawn.

We revert back to evening meetings 
starting at 7.30pm on Thursday 14th April, 
when John Girvan will be telling us about 
‘Objects from the Past’ and we will discover 
the purpose of some unusual items. The 
competition is for an old kitchen utensil. 

If you are new to the area, seeking to make 
new friends or would just like to hear our 
speakers, we would love you to join us. 
Meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of the month, usually in the Corsley Reading 
Room. The dates and times are listed in 
The Bridge Diary Dates, or you can ring 
Carol Seward on 01373 832446 for more 
information.
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I can see sparkling spiders crawling around 
in their cobweb city, glistening in the beams 
of sunlight coming through the cracked and 
dust caked windows. The smell of rotting 
fabric and mouldy food from at least 50 
years ago flooded my nostrils. Venturing to 
another room I found some old, dead and 
shrivelled up plants, packets of seeds and 
shattered plant pots. 

Onwards I went, deeper into the house 
where I discovered a musty room with a 
stuffed bear, weapons and ancient wooden 
rifles hanging from the walls. A sword above 
the fireplace and a cracked mirror lay on the 
floor. Gazing into the mirror’s faded glass, 
behind my pale reflection I realised that 
something wasn’t right. I blinked and shook 
my head, then looked back into the mirror. 
Behind my reflection I saw a brown fuzzy 
texture. Odd! It must be the cracks in the 
mirror or the wooden rifles that were making 
the image.

In trepidation I went upstairs to find a long 
corridor with a large oak door at the end.  
Anxiously I entered the room opposite 
the staircase. It was dark! I could see the 
silhouette of a toilet, a basin and another, 
which I just couldn’t make out. The shadows 
dappled across the room, I flicked the 
switch, the lights turned on. 

I could see a stuffed bear very much like 
the one in the weapons room downstairs. 
The old owner must have loved hunting, I 
thought to myself. I walked out and went into 

the room next door where the lights were 
already on. The same bear was in that room 
too. Weird! The same bear in three rooms? 
Maybe they were fakes. I reached out to 
touch it. ”AAAAAARRRRRGGGGHHH!!!!!!!” 
to my horror it was slowly advancing towards 
me! As I ran, I screamed and the bear 
pursued me down the stairs and into some 
rooms that I hadn’t explored. 

There was a living room with rotting leather 
furniture and an ancient TV. It was huge with 
a shattered screen at the front and two large 
antennas. Running through the plant room 
with the bear close behind, I lurched forward 
and backed onto the door away from the 
bear as the massive creature reared up. I 
frantically opened the door and shot out. 
Closing it behind me I ran breathlessly back 
upstairs.

Trying to get out, I found myself in another 
room. The bear was there!! Goose bumps 
washed over me as I was chased into the 
weapons room. I snatched the sword above 
the fireplace holding it out at arm’s length 
towards the bear. It stopped in its tracks 
for a moment before rearing up again and 
roaring as it chased me along the corridor. 
I tripped and backed away from the bear 
again. My back was flat against the door 
now. With the sword pointing towards the 
bear, I reached out with my sweaty hand 
to open the door. I opened it a crack and 
peered through.

Jake Taylor, aged 9, of Chapmanslade School, 
submitted this story to the competition...

BBC Radio 2
500 Words competition – 2016



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Domestic Cleaning
Commercial Cleaning
Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
One-off spring cleans
Trauma Cleaning
Builders’ Clean
Garden Maintenance
House and Garden Clearance
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Planting a fruit bush is a great way to fill in 
any gaps in shrub beds or borders. They 
offer colour when in flower and will reward 
you with delicious fruit later on in the year. 
My personal favourites are raspberries and 
redcurrants.

These days, we are always hearing about 
the need to eat and live healthy. Whilst 
at a trade show, I heard a talk by James 
Wong, an ethnobotanist, who told us that 
antioxidants are very good for us – helping 
to protect our body’s cells from damage 
from exposure to chemicals and radiation  
as well as being good for the heart and even 
lowering the risk of some infections and cancer.

Antioxidant levels are much higher in fruit 
grown at home compared to that from 
a supermarket because it isn’t processed 
or subject to the demand for ‘big’ fruit. 
Blueberries are a perfect example, home-
grown, they may be slightly smaller than the 
big blueberries brought from a supermarket, 
but they are a lot better for us and provide 
more long-term benefits.

Finally, after eating healthily and getting 
out and about planting fruit trees or shrubs 
in your garden, it’s time to have a little bit 
of fun: take a clear glass bottle and, very 
carefully, put an immature fruit (keeping it 
on the tree!) into the bottle. Secure the bottle 
to the tree. As the fruit matures inside the 
bottle, keep an eye out for any bugs and 

ensure the bottle doesn’t fill up with rain. 
It’s probably a good idea to do a few just in 
case some don’t quite work out. When the 
time comes, you can harvest both the fruit 
and the bottle!

Your fruit in a bottle would be perfect as a 
gift, so you could either add some ribbon 
and leave it as it is, or add some vodka to 
fill the bottle. The taste of the fruit will infuse 
into the vodka and you will have a lovely 
fruity-tasting vodka to drink.

So now you have three brilliant reasons as to 
why you should plant some fruit trees/plants 
in your garden this spring.

Kaylee Evans
Acres Supply Garden Centre

Corsley

This year, I’d like to encourage you to plant a fruit plant, 
or two; they have a lot more to offer than meets the eye!

from the potting shed
Now spring has arrived, your garden will be starting to come back to life

Bottle your garden
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Free coffee, pudding and film! 

What would it mean to have fracking 
come to our village and surrounding areas?

There is growing concern for fracking 
(hydralic fracturing), as many communities 
in America and Australia are now reporting 
severe environmental damage and serious 
health impacts on communities that live 
on or near a frack site. In America and 
Australia, fracking has caused pollution to 
ground water and rivers with radioactive 
and carcinogenic chemicals and methane 
leaking into the water table. All wells leak 
eventually. According to research by oil 
services company Schlumberger, around 
50% of wells leak within 15 years, which 
poses a massive threat to local people and 
the surrounding landscape.  

Fracking has also been shown to 
contaminate the air with methane gas and 
creates heavy industrialisation to the roads 
as just one frack needs between 2-8 million 
gallons of water. This water is brought to 
the site by large articulated lorries driving in 
and out of the area every day. Earthquakes 
in Lancashire have been reported after a test 
drill in 2011. And in America house prices 
have plummeted for those who live near to 
a frack site.

The government seems dead set on pushing 
ahead with fracking despite rising opposition 
from local communities in this country. 
Due to the new legislation being pushed 
through, planning applications from fracking 
companies will be sent straight to central 
government which means that local councils 
and local people, like you and I, may not 
have a say in whether this will happen here. 
The first we know about this beautiful area 
being fracked is when around 400 tankers 
turn up to bring our precious water to the 
gas well. 

Come along, get informed and  
find out more! 

8.15pm, Tuesday 19th April
Chapmanslade Village Hall

More details contact  
Jotipal 07774 553227

Fracking licences have been granted to UK Methane to 
cover areas that surround Chapmanslade and Westbury

community

Join Jotipal to find out about...

Fracking, a moral issue?

NO
FRACKING
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Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches

May Fayre 
2.30pm Saturday 21st May 

Corsley Manor Farm 
by kind permission  of Claire and Chris da Costa

Cream Teas

`  

Plants  `  Cakes and produce  

`   
Bric-a-brac  

`  

Raffle  `  50/50 Club Draw  

`  

...and much more!

Want to run your own stall? A limited number of pitches available.  
Pay us £10 and keep the profit you make or  

donate it to your favourite charity.  
Contact Phil Jefferson for details (01373 832845)
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Offices to Let – Corsley
Need fast broadband?  

We have it!

•	 100MB	dedicated,	leased,	fibre	line
•	 Excellent	working	environment
•	 Ample	parking

Call 01373 832120

Call us on 01935 473302 or email info@darchoil.co.uk for more information

Rose Knight
House sitting and 

dog and cat minding 
service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283

We service and repair oil fired boilers.
All of our technicians are OFTEC registered and approved.

Call us on 01935 473302 for an instant quote or 
visit www.darchoil.com and fill out the form and one of 
our team will call you back during office hours.
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Phil Jefferson reports on the parish council’s activities in March

The parish council meet twice last month, 
on 10th and 23rd March. A report on 
the 23rd March meeting will appear in 
next month’s Bridge. About 20 residents 
attended the 10th March meeting.

Planning applications

16/01065/FUL Thoulstone Park
James Hughes-Hallett, the owner of 
Thoulstone Park, and his agent Jeremy 
Smalley, have visited the parish council 
several times in recent years to consult us 
about his plans to develop the site. The 
last time was in September last year when 
we were consulted on a plan to build 
an employment hub. On that occasion, 
council members and residents present 
at the meeting queried need for such a 
development and expressed concern about 
its proposed location – the field between the 
A36 and the old road fronting the former 
golf club building. 

Mr Hughes-Hallett has nonetheless decided 
to proceed with the application. He and 
Mr Smalley attended our meeting to give 
us a further explanation of his plans. He 
confirmed that he is still hoping to build a 
54-bed hotel on the Thoulstone site, having 
received planning consent for this some time 

ago, and he is currently in discussion with 
potential developers.

We spent over an hour discussing the 
employment hub proposal, which if 
implemented would produce a workspace 
for up to 170 workers, with parking spaces 
for 80 cars; a smaller number than originally 
suggested. We were told that there is a 
significant demand for owner-managed 
work spaces in rural locations and that a 
developer based in Frome, Forward Space, 
is currently in discussion with Mr Hughes-
Hallett.

Whilst not wishing to be negative about 
an opportunity to create new employment 
in our parish we were profoundly sceptical 
about the proposal. We couldn’t see that 
it would actually create new employment; 
rather it would be more likely to redistribute 
existing employment to a new location. 

The main concerns of residents and the 
parish council relate to traffic issues and 
the impact of the proposed office block on 
our rural landscape. A third concern is 
about drainage issues. We all know just how 
often that field has flooded in past years. 
 
We were assured that detailed information 

www.chapmanslade.org.uk
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contained in the application about traffic 
flow takes into account both the proposed 
hotel and the proposed office development. 
We couldn’t find any evidence of this. We 
were concerned that the combined effect 
of traffic generated by two enterprises in 
that location would be quite substantial, 
creating great danger at a point on the 
A36 which is currently dangerous enough. 
As we all know, traffic comes up Black Dog 
Hill at a tremendous speed and extra traffic 
generated at the A3098 sliproads and the 
access to Thoulstone would produce a 
highly dangerous situation. We were not 
convinced, either, that people working at the 
proposed hub would be likely to get there 
on foot or by bicycle. 
 
We were concerned that the proposed 
development would be an unnecessary and 
unwelcome urban intrusion into a cherished 
rural location, one which the community 
had fought hard to protect two years ago 
at the time of the wind turbine proposals!  
We couldn’t understand why, if it must go 
ahead, it couldn’t be positioned inside the 
main part of Thoulstone Park. We pointed 
out industrial parks in Frome Warminster 
and Trowbridge which we considered might 
be more suitable locations; the response 
being that a rural location was the prime 
consideration for potential clients.
  
Finally, we felt that the application was 
inadequate because it lacked a holistic 
approach. We might have been more 
impressed if the application had considered 
the site as a whole and considered the likely 
impact of not just the employment hub but 
the hotel as well and any other potential 
development proposals.

As a consequence we resolved unanimously 
to object to the application and we have 
asked Fleur de Rhé-Philipe, our Wiltshire 

councillor, to call in the application should 
the planning officers recommend approval. 
This would mean that matter would then be 
considered by elected members at a public 
meeting. Fleur has agreed to do this. We will 
keep you in touch.
 
16/00494/FUL 
Wiltshire Council has given planning 
consent to the owners of Chapel Cottage, 
77 Wood Lane, to erect a first floor side 
extension and a single storey rear extension 
at their property. 

15/12310/FUL and 15/12471/LBC
The owners of Short Street Farm, 160 Short 
Street, which is a listed building, have also 
been given consent to convert an existing 
outbuilding, including internal alterations, 
replacement garaging and landscaping. 

14/09400/FUL Sienna’s Valley
The appeals concerning the static caravan 
at Sienna’s Valley in Huntenhull Lane were 
considered by a Government planning 
inspector at a hearing held at the Civic 
Centre in Trowbridge on Tuesday 15th 
March. Dennis Barnard, Francis Morland 
and I attended to represent the parish 
council. A number of residents were also 
present. We learned that the number of 
alpacas on the site had fallen owing to an 
outbreak of TB. The hearing lasted almost 
five hours and was followed by a site visit, 
which only the inspector and Wiltshire 
Council’s planning officer were allowed 
to attend. The inspector will announce his 
decision in a month or two’s time and I will 
keep you fully informed in due course.

Road Safety

The working group set up to come up with 
ideas to improve road safety in the village 
continues to meet. At our March meeting, 
due to be held after the time of writing, we 
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YOGA Classes
Suitable for all abilities 

Tuesdays 9.30 am - 11 am, Leigh Park Community Centre, Westbury Leigh
Tuesdays 7 pm - 8.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room, Corsley

Wednesday 5 pm - 6.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room, Corsley

For more details and to book your place, please contact:
Jackie Jasper BWY 
01373 832301

Jackiejasper1@hotmail.co.uk

will study an analysis of questionnaires kindly 
completed by parents of children attending 
the school and Busy Bees. Hopefully that will 
provide us with much useful information and 
suggestions.

I mention each month that Speedwatch is 
an important part of our determination to 
make our High Street safer for all of us. We 
carry out up to ten sessions, each of them 
lasting an hour, in the weeks we have the 
camera, normally one week each month. 
Volunteers normally offer one or two hours 
each week and we all enjoy the experience. 
Several of our volunteers will be moving 
from the village shortly so we really do 
need some more residents to come along 
and offer their help. The police provide 
training and equipment as well as support 
by being alongside us whenever they get the 
opportunity. So, if you are concerned about 
speeding vehicles in the village, why not join 
the team? Do get in touch if you can.

Highways

There have been several complaints about 
excessive mud on some of our roads 

following the damp winter, which have been 
reported to Wiltshire Highways. We are also 
requesting Wiltshire to resurface those parts 
of the A3098 through the parish which are 
looking very tired and to refresh the white 
lines and road markings throughout the 
parish. 

Future meetings

Our next scheduled parish council meeting 
is on Thursday 14th April at the school. 
It will follow the Annual Parish Meeting, 
which starts at 7.30 pm. The Annual Parish 
meeting, which I chair but which is not a 
parish council meeting, provides you with 
the opportunity to give us your views on 
village issues and how we have performed 
as a parish council over the past twelve 
months. We also intend to present our 
annual report at this meeting. In May we will 
meet on the 12th and this will be our Annual 
General Meeting, at which we elect our 
officers for the coming year.

Phil Jefferson
832845

phil.jefferson@virgin.net 
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s news from  

Corsley Cuckoo’s PreSchool in Lyes Green, Corsley.Preschool

Co
rsle

y Cuckoo’s

Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10 am - 11.30 am

For more information, please contact us on 01373 832298
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk

Spring definitely has sprung at Corsley Cuckoos Preschool
We have been watching and learning about the frogspawn which is currently growing 
nicely in our mini pond. The daffodils are flowering and the grass on the Corsley community 
field has had its first cut, which always makes us feel full of spring. The children and staff 
feel very privileged to be able to use the community field as it makes for an excellent 
learning landscape. The children have made bird feeders and bug houses so we have our 
very own version of spring watch!

Our popular Stories by Starlight evening took place Friday 4th March, in conjunction 
with other World Book Day events. Over 40 children, parents and grandparents joined 
us for an hour of bedtime stories read by parents accompanied with hot chocolate and 
marshmallows. The evening is always great success as the children love to join us dressed 
up in their pyjamas.

Feeling sporty
The children took part in a sponsored cycle and scoot on Friday 18th March as part of the 
National Sport Relief events – over 20 children navigated themselves around a mini-circuit. 
Even at their young age the children are able to learn about charity and fundraising for 
other children who are not as fortunate. On that sporty note we are collecting Sainsbury’s 
Sports equipment vouchers so please send them to us if you can.



Precious Paws Grooming Studio
 Luxurious mobile grooming  
 service for cats and dogs 

Grooming, Bathing, Handstripping, Clipping 
and Microchipping       City & Guilds Qualified 

Contact Alison on 
07887 721418 or 01985 510115

Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

Cost-effective, no-nonsense, efficient 
accounting, bookkeeping, VAT, 
payroll and CIS solutions for sole 
traders and Limited Companies.

Self-assessment and taxation services 
also available.

u	Fixed fees agreed in advance
u	Free initial consultation
u	Westbury office with free parking

Contact Jackie Welch
01373 822363 or 07790 325321

jackie@jmwaccounting.co.uk
www.jmwaccounting.co.uk

Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533
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Whitbourne Chapel

His perfect hand
Have you been following Major Tim Peake’s 
visit to the International Space Station? 
Major Tim is the seventh person from the 
United Kingdom to go into space. He was 
launched on 15th December 2015 and will 
be on the ISS for a total of six months. 
I remember as a schoolboy watching black 
and white grainy pictures of the American 
Apollo Missions to the Moon. It was 
President J F Kennedy who predicted, in 
1961, that “a man would land on the moon 
and return safely to the earth before the 
decade was complete”. This was to happen 
when, on 20 July 1969, Apollo 11 landed 
on the moon and the first moon-walk, led 
by Astronaut Neil Armstrong took place the 
following day. 

The Bible reminds us that God created the 
Earth and everything in it and later King 
David writes “When I consider your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, the moon and 
the stars which you have ordained, what is 
man that you are mindful of him? (Psalm 
8 v3/4a). This reminds us that God, who 
created all that we see around us and the 
universe the full extent of which we barely 
understand, at the same time loves and 
cares for each and every one of us. As we 
look at the earth around us and continue 
to follow Major Peake on the ISS, let’s 
remember God who has His perfect hand 
on all things and whose love for all of us 
continues for all time. 

Chris Andrews, visiting preacher.

Beyond our control

I’ve remembered the words of our heading 
many times recently, when the mild wet 
weather we had all through December and 
January, gave way in February to cold clear 
nights and days, encouraging us to turn up 
the heating and huddle under a blanket 
every evening. By the time you read this, I’ll 
have been to Italy again, this time to Lake 
Garda and Venice.

I’ve looked up the average temperatures 
local to the Lake and find I have a 40% 
chance of rain, a 20% chance of cloud 
and the average temperature could be 9O, 
though it could reach 13O, or fall as low as 
4O! Whatever it is, it’ll suit me; I think it’s 
wonderful that we have no control over the 
weather! It’s strange to think that something 
beyond our control should be a comfort, 
isn’t it?
 

Trust in Him
We know that Christ rose from the dead.
It happened just as He said.
The outlook’s not grim
If we trust in Him.
The grave will, for us, lose its dread.

Gill Redman
01985 215062 

paradiselost@btinternet.com

‘…What is man that you are mindful of him?’ (Psalm 8:4)

Regular times
Services every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)

Chapel Prayer meeting every Sunday morning from 10.20 - 10.40
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL



The Bridge April 2016  |  43www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

The Wiltshire charity is helping to deliver the 
nationwide Online Today project which is 
being led by The Royal National Institute of 
Blind People (RNIB) and funded by a £5.8m 
Big Lottery Fund grant. 

Online Today aims to help those with 
sensory loss get online. This could be 
someone living with hearing loss, sight loss 
or both. The programme enables people to 
get the most out of being online. Wiltshire 
Sight will help people with sensory loss learn 
everything from sending emails to keeping 
in touch with family and friends to browsing 
websites to keep up to date with news and 
leisure interests. Introductions to social 
media are also available with Online Today, 
assistance with Twitter and Facebook can 
be provided as well as setting up a skype 
account. 

Online today is led by RNIB and 37 other 
groups. These include Guide Dogs and 
Sense and Action on Hearing Loss. The 
scheme will help more than 200 adults with 
hearing or sight loss feel the benefits of 
technology across Wiltshire. In total, Online 
Today is being delivered to 125,000 with 
sensory loss across the UK. 

Neil Heslop, Managing Director of RNIB 
Solutions, said, “Technology has changed 
the way we live our lives, from how we 
communicate and socialise to the way we 
look for jobs and pay our bills. For people 
who have sight or hearing loss, being able 

to get online can make a huge difference to 
being able to live independently but it can 
be quite daunting if you don’t know where 
to start. 

Online Today will deliver the skills, training 
and confidence that will make a huge 
difference to so many people’s lives and will 
make sure they’re not being excluded from 
today’s digital world.” 

Wiltshire Sight aims to use this programme 
to arrange introduction taster sessions 
throughout the year to inform over 
200 people across the county about 
the advantages of getting online. The 
information will be available at all of the 
charity’s monthly drop-ins, technology 
sessions and at their main office – St Lucy’s 
Sight Centre in Devizes. 

For more information, contact Wiltshire Sight 
on either 01380 739113 or  
info@wiltshiresight.org

Wiltshire Sight is to help blind and partially sighted people – and/or people with 
hearing loss – across Wiltshire get online and enjoy the benefits of the internet

community

Wiltshire Sight

Online Today Project

About Wiltshire Sight

Wiltshire Sight is an independent charity 
supporting people living with sight loss 
in Wiltshire. We offer information, advice 
and guidance, as well as giving people 
practical and emotional support to help 
them in their daily lives. We have a fully 
equipped resource centre at St Lucy’s in 
Devizes, offering state-of-the-art assistive 
technology products and low vision aids.



TOENAIL CUTTING
REFLEXOLOGY

IN YOUR OWN HOME

ALICE LEWIS
Telephone 01373 228010

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

NEED HELP WITH  
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,  
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163 
Mobile 07976 242045

Kevin Knight Clock 
& Watch Repairs

Over 30 years’ experience
All clock and watch repairs  
undertaken. Free estimates. 

All work guaranteed
01722 331969 or 07900 928451
email kevindavidknight@gmail.com
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Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fi elds and paddocks

David Noble
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

• Complete installations
• Minor works/repairs
• Testing
• Intruder alarms
• Lighting design

5 Swaledale Road
Warminster, Wiltshire
BA12 8FH

Tel   01985 214630
Mobile   07970 618232

dcnoble@btinternet.com

Lyn and Fraser Mills 
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

Lyn and Fraser Mills 
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfi ng and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS

Buttons by Bethan
I make beautiful, personalised, handmade 

gifts for all occasions using buttons
t. 01373 832128   m. 07968 363271

e. buttonsbybethan@hotmail.com
www.facebook.com/buttonsbybethan
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Easter was so early this year, but thankfully 
there were daffodils a-plenty to decorate our 
churches. The good news is that the Parish 
Council and the Elizabethan Committee 
are jointly funding the purchase of daffodil 
bulbs for planting this coming autumn. We’ll 
be looking for volunteers to plant them 
throughout the village, in public areas and 
verges. 

Already the longer daylight hours are 
helping on the farm, with field work such 
as muck-spreading followed by chain 
harrowing (to spread the manure around), 
then heavy rolling to flatten the ground. 
Hopefully, a good April shower will make the 
grass grow so that six to eight weeks later we 
can take the first cut of silage or hay. Both 
winter and spring-sown cereals are watched 
carefully by our agronomist; checking for 
mineral deficiencies, airborne infections and 
insect and bird damage. 

The cows are now grazing in the fields 
during the day, enjoying the fresh grass 
and the opportunity to stretch their legs. 
However, they are quite pleased to come 
in for milking, and then to stay in their 
comfortable stalls through the nights until 
the night-time temperatures are higher. 

What a joy to see the lambs out skipping 
and dancing in the sunshine! Once again 
can I please ask dog owners to keep dogs 
on leads when walking on farmland and 

woodlands? There was a recent serious 
report of dogs worrying sheep, and many 
ewes died; fortunately, it wasn’t local! 
Wildlife is also at risk from dogs: ground 
nesting birds such as partridge and skylark 
are easily disturbed and will not return 
to care for their eggs or young. Fawns 
(young deer) will be hidden by their mother 
but, once frightened and separated, the 
youngsters probably won’t survive. 

April really is a beautiful month of fresh 
colours in fields, hedges and woodland. By 
the end of the month we will hear the full 
dawn chorus as all our summer migrants 
arrive. Listen and watch out for the first 
swallows, chiffchaffs, willow warblers and 
many others. Violets, primroses, wood 
anemones and bluebells will be brightening 
up our verges and woodlands whilst the 
trees become alive with sticky buds and 
beautiful blossom. 

Enjoy spring in our countryside. 

Judith HelliarJudith Helliar

While I deduce, from the first note the hollow 
cuckoo sings, the symphony of spring

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters

Provisional date for a 
Bluebell walk

Saturday April 30th
Please see notice boards for 

confirmation or phone Judith Helliar 
01373 832803
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There‘s been a lot of media interest in 
mental health and emotional wellbeing in 
recent months - and hurrah for that. The 
BBC Radio 4 programme ‘Unhappy Child, 
Unhealthy Adult‘ was, for me, particularly 
interesting. In case you didn‘t catch it, it 
explored the link between emotional distress 
in childhood and physical ill health in 
adulthood and it seems that the evidence 
is piling up - our chances of developing 
serious conditions including diabetes and 
heart problems are signifi cantly raised 
by trauma and unhappiness in our early 
years. And the medical profession are 
acknowledging it - another hurrah.

I‘ve long been an advocate of the idea 
that this connection exists and, along with 
many other practitioners, I use the idea of 
the physical-emotional connection in my 
practice. Our bodies tell us about what 
we‘re feeling emotionally all the time. We 
aren‘t encouraged to notice this often 
subtle information, though. We‘re all 
aware of tears signalling sadness or joy, 
of a churning stomach indicating anxiety 
and the association of stress with hunched 
shoulders and tensed neck muscles. What 
we often miss are the smaller signs of 
disquiet: the unconscious twiddling of our 
hair, the jogging of a leg while sitting. Or, 
more subtle still: changes in our breathing. 
Next time you feel under pressure, check out 
how you‘re breathing. Maybe your breath 

becomes more shallow; maybe you stop 
breathing altogether briefl y. I know I do. 

It‘s my experience that, if we process 
painful feelings, physical symptoms often 
diminish or even disappear. I‘m not, of 
course, suggesting that therapy promises 
a cure for serious illness. It doesn‘t. But, if 
we put less stress on the body by sorting 
out the emotional stuff, we‘re reducing the 
harmful chemicals produced by that stress 
- particularly adrenaline and cortisol, both 
of which are toxic in large and sustained 
amounts. 

So, the conclusions seem clear: help stressed 
children by whatever means necessary to 
preserve their health into adulthood and 
listen to your body and do what you can to 
reduce any physical discomfort by relieving 
emotional discomfort.

Unhappy child, 
unhealthy adult
Caroline Le Vine, Counsellor in Corsley

If you‘d like to explore the physical-
emotional link, come and see me. 
I practise at St Margaret’s Church, 
Deep Lane, Corsley. A fi rst meeting 
of up to half an hour is free

07817 192008
enquiries@carolinelevine.co.uk

www.carolinelevine.co.uk 
or fi nd me on 

www.counselling-directory.org.uk



FOR SALE
Brabantia table-top double vegetable heater (good condition) – £5 	 01373 858728

FOR SALE
Frigidaire – Type 715 (33”h x 20” x 22”) – £15 	 01373 858728

Note from Editor: if you enquired to these previously advertised items, please do call again as 
the seller may have incorrectly taken down  
your phone number. Answers to Bob’s Bafflers

1	 Uranus
2	 Sulphur
3	 Dandelion
4	 Agnes
5	 Arctic ocean
6	 Alaska
7	 Job
8	 45 
9	 Ivory Coast (Cote d’Ivoire)
10	 Spain
11	 Retract its claws
12	 Kiwi

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are 
allocated depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at 
one of the two drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 

4pm on the 19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

WANTED
Frome Selwood Rotary are hosting an event 
on the 16th April at Chapmanslade Village 
Hall and need some help. We need help with 
washing-up and waitressing between 8 and 
10 pm. Rate of pay is £10 per hour. If you’re 
interested, please contact Yvonne Hitchinson 
on 01373 859207. This event is a cuisine 
evening for charity and is a sell-out.






