Dear Resident,
Proposed Lodge Hill Solar Park
We are writing to inform you of proposals for a solar energy park on land
a little to the south of Adams Hill Farm (see maps later in this leaflet).
No planning application has yet been lodged for the project and in more
normal times we would hold a public drop-in session to allow residents to
talk through our project proposals with us.
Sadly coronavirus restrictions make that challenging. We have therefore
done our best to present information in this document to help inform
residents about key aspects of the project.
If after reading our information leaflet you still have questions or comments
to share with us, then contact details, including an email address and a
stamped addressed envelope / feedback form are provided.
Yours,
Wessex Solar Energy

WESSEX SOLAR ENERGY
Wessex Solar Energy are a UK based development company working
exclusively in the solar energy sector.
In total, our company has so far developed 19 Solar Parks, which
collectively provide enough power to supply 33,000 UK homes with clean
renewable electricity.
Wessex Solar Energy draws on the expertise of a group of dedicated
engineers, environmental scientists and financiers, who have many years of
experience working with renewable energy and conventional power
generation projects.
Our company is committed to developing projects in an environmentally
responsible and sustainable manner.

NEED FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY
In spring 2019 the UK Government declared a Climate Emergency,
recognising the significant risks of continuing the emission of large amounts
of greenhouse gases to the future wellbeing of our planet.
Successive governments have supported the uptake of renewable energy
projects such as the proposed solar park as a means of combatting the
release of greenhouse gases, as they can displace fossil fuel generating
power plant.
The adoption of renewable energy power generation as a significant part of
our country’s “energy mix” has also been driven by the decline of the UK’s
indigenous energy supplies such as coal and gas.
The construction and operation of renewable energy projects, such as the
proposed solar park, will add to the diversity of the UK electricity generation
sector, helping to maintain the reliability of supplies.
Solar energy is inexhaustible and is not subject to the instability of the
international fuel markets. Solar energy developments eliminate the
emissions of the acidic gases and local air quality pollutants associated with
the operation of existing fossil fuelled electricity generating plant.

SOLAR PARKS

A typical solar park comprises a large number of solar panels. They also
include one small electrical cabin for every 2 megawatt (MW) of onsite
capacity to house inverters and one control building to house electrical
equipment to prepare electricity for export to the local electricity network.
Panels are placed on top of steel frames which are piled into the ground in a
similar fashion to a fencepost. The panel ‘tables’ are positioned at an angle
of between 20 º and 35º from the ground have a height of no more than
3.5 metres (m) from the ground to the top of the panel table (see below).
Inverters in the electrical cabins convert the DC electricity produced by the
panels to AC electricity that can be exported to the local electricity network.
Transformers located within the same cabins then change the voltage of this
electricity to be the same as the local network so it can be export for use.

THE PROJECT SITE
The proposed solar park site (outlined in red on the map below) is located
on land south and west of Adams Hill Farm, about 1.4 km east of Frome.
The A3098 runs to the north of the site
The site covers about 21 hectares (52 acres) comprising parts of 3 fields. The
land falls about 15m from north to south with the lower parts being relatively
flat. An attempt has been made in selecting the land to reduce views of the
site from nearby properties.
The site, whilst located in the countryside is not located within any
Internationally, European or Nationally designated ecological or landscape
sites. It is crossed by two public footpaths which will be retained as part of the
proposed solar park designs.

Mapping data reproduced under OS data licence: 0100031673

THE PROPOSED SOLAR PARK
The proposed Solar Park would be capable of generating about 12 MW of
electricity at peak times and on average enough power annually to
provide for over 4100 homes. It would comprise up to 40,000 panels.
There would also be about 7 small cabins to house inverters and 1 control
building to house electrical equipment to prepare electricity for export to the
local electricity network.
Electricity would be exported to the local electricity grid via an underground
cable to a 33kV existing power line 1 km to the west of the site.
Photographs 1 - 4 show typical site infrastructure
1)

Front face of a solar panel row

2)

Rear of a solar panel row showing the steel supports

3)

Inverter stations as shown would convert DC to AC electricity

4)

A substation steps up electricity generated to 33kV for export
to the grid.
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
There are a series of studies that will need to be completed as part of our
planning application for the project. These will be reported in detail in an
Environmental Report. These studies are discussed below, with
Landscape and visual impacts discussed on the next page.
Ecology
The ecology on site has been reviewed by qualified ecologists who have
examined the potential for the site to support:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Invertebrates
Badgers
Amphibians and reptiles
Door Mice
Water voles and otters
Birds

The site has not been found to be ecologically sensitive to the proposed
development. Findings along with ecological mitigation recommendations
will be included in our reports in due course.
Noise
Solar parks are inherently quiet during operation and the only potential for
any noise disturbance therefore is during their construction.
Noise studies have been undertaken, in particular to assess the potential for
any impacts at nearby properties arising from the use of construction
equipment. The impact of construction noise is not predicted to be
significant.
Traffic and infrastructure
Construction of the solar park would require the delivery of items of plant
and equipment to the site, in addition to the deliveries of aggregate and
concrete for the construction of access tracks and foundations for the
electrical cabins. The operational phase of the project would require
infrequent visits to site by maintenance staff (approximately two visits every
month).
As currently proposed access would be through an old field gate that would
be re-opened on to the A3098 however this is being discussed with the local
highway authority.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT
Given that they make little noise and create no pollution the principle impact
of any solar park tends to be its appearance. A Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment is therefore being undertaken for the site.
Computer modelling will be used to identify areas which may have views of
the site based on the topography of the surrounding area and existing
vegetation / buildings. Based on this model and site visits numerous
viewpoint locations will be identified for detailed assessment.
The potential impact on the character of the landscape of the surrounding
area is also be assessed. The findings of these studies will be included
within any planning application documentation.
The below map shows places where the project, or some part of it, might be
visible taking into consideration the topography but not including areas that
would be shielded by vegetation, i.e. the site will be far less visible than
indicated below.

Mapping data reproduced under OS data licence: 0100031673

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Depending upon any issues raised by consultees to the planning process
and members of the public it is expected that a planning application for the
project will be submitted in the coming months.

The Planning Application would be accompanied by an Environmental
Report that will present the full results of the various environmental
assessments and studies. The District Council will then consider the
application over a number of months.
If and when we have lodged our application we will write to residents again
to confirm this and provide details of the application reference number
along with further details of the final project design.
We hope that this document has helped to answer any questions that you
have. However, we are happy to receive comments and questions by email
or post. We have included a stamped addressed envelope and a feedback
form should you wish to complete this. The form includes an option for a
telephone call by Wessex Solar Energy should you wish to discuss the
project in that way.

Our contact details are as follows:

Email:

info@wessexsolarenergy.co.uk

Post:

Wessex Solar Energy
Barmoor Farm House
Morpeth
NE61 6LB

